FPEQPLE AMND PLACES
Thanks Plaque lrom Tanzania for Gwydr Forester Scliool

It's a long way from Capel Curig 1o Tancania, bul nevertheless there's a real link
between the two places. For ex-students at the Gwydr Forester Training School have
been doing & good job in instructing their Tancanian counterpants in the forestry
know how which 15 0 important o developing areas in Africa,

Sinee 1953 five foresters trained at Gwydr have gone out 1o work, under the
Voluntary Scrviee Overseas scheme, at Olmotonyi Forester Training School, situated
situated soeme fily miles from Mount Kilimanjare, The first to go was Mr David
Craze now a forester al Newborough Forest, Anglesey- and the athers were Messrs
Peter Clapham, Grabam Haddock, Michael Warner and Peter Robinson.

The students at Olmotonyi were not unappreciative of their assistance, for on learning
that their principal, Mr J Helmes, was going on home leave 1o Britain, they asked him
o gt the Gwydr school 10 presenl a plagque 25 an expression of their thanks. This
Mr Holmes duly did last week when he handed the plague bearing the Olmotonyi
schoeol erest and motto, o the Ghwydr chairman, Mr Faul Marsh.

In doing o, he mentioned the high standard of instruction maintained by the former
Cowndr students, particularly in practical matters that are valuable 1o the Tanzaniang,
such as forest nersery work, lool handling, soil science and serveying, And Peter
Clapham, he added, was especially remembered for coaching the Olmotonyi foothall
team (o such effect that they went on o win a district cop.

Messrs Michacl Warner and Peter Robinson are still at QOlmotonyi. Other countrics in
which Ghdr ex students have worked for up o two years under the VSO scheme
include Sierra Leone, Zambia, Malawi and Monserrat {West Indies)

From Dhck Mihalop, New forest,
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dyr Forester Trainin h

| was one of those chosen from the Dean students to attend the
exchange course at Gwydyr in the early autumn of 1955,

Mike Houghton came to wvisit me at my parent's home in
Hunstanton. He stayed for a few days and then we set off on his
motor bike, heading west. His parents lived near the Wirral and
we stopped there for a break. The forestry school, just a collection
of huts, was situated between Betws-Y-Coed and Capel Curig, on
the A5 Bangor road. The huts had been used in the 1930's
depression to house the unemployed and give them work to do in
the Welsh forests.

The staff consisted of, Principal Mr Robinson, | cannot remember
his first name, District Officer Tilney-Basset or Tidley B as we
called him, Head Forester Ted Waddelove and Forester Bob or
RAF Kemp. Tidley B looked a real boy in his long shorts and thin
rimmed granny glasses!

Unfortunately unlike prominent politicians, | did not keep a diary
and my memory, never brilliant, has deteriorated like the rest of
me, progressively during the 46 years since | was there.

The weather during that six weeks was truly amazing. Snowdonia
has an average of some B0 inches of rain a year, and in the six
weeks we were there | only remember one day's rain. It was real
'shorts’ weather and when | finally got back into long trousers | can
still recall the strange feeling, We swam, walked, drank, climbed,
and thoroughly enjoyed ourselves. | do not remember too much

about working!

However | do remember the nursery. Mr Robinson was very
apologetic when he told us about the nursery. It had been sited
something like 1000 feet above sea level in order that it should be
weed free. Someone had taken up compost and it was no longer
weed free. He was very sorry but some of us would have to go up
the mountain to the nursery to weed.



We need not have wormed there were not many weeds, certainly
not compared with the Dean nurseries, the weather was good and
with a reservoir close by, for those of us who swam, it was no
hardship at all. Cycling down was an experience; the track joined
the road by the Ugly House. The last half a mile or so was s0
steep that even with the brakes full on, the bike went down that hill
extremely fast and with cable brakes, that | recalled snapping on
occasions, it made me feel quite anxious! Another job we had to
do in the nursery was to place brash on the windward side of the
beds, to provide some protection when the weather was less idyllic
than when we were up there.

Close by the Betws-Y-Coed road not far from the school was the
miner's poocl and some of us spent many hours swimming there.
The water was never very warm, but it was so warm when one
emerged from the water, that it did not matter.

Further down the Betws-Y-Coed road were the Swallow Falls and
opposite was the Swallow Falls Hotel. In the lounge bar there was
a plague that said in Welsh "Wales Dear Land of Song” and in the
public bar there was a notice in English that said "Singing Strictly
Forbidden.” On Saturday nights they held dances there. The local
talent would gather in the bar waiting to be bought drinks. Port
and lemon was in vogue then and we students were poorl S0 one
had the choice of lashing out for drinks and then having to pay for
them and yourselves to get into the dance, or ignore them and
hope things would look up when one went into the dance. | seem
to remember they closed the bars eardier than in England and they
were closed on Sundays.

Some of us tock the opportunity at weekends to take up the
challenge of the mountaing. | managed three, Moel Siabod, Tryfan
and Snowdon, On the way up Moel Siabod we lost Gerry
Andrews., We got more and more anxious but eventually we met
up with him. He had got half way up a rock face to find he could
not go up or down, he heard us shouting but dare not reply for fear
of falling off! In those days there were no lightweight-climbing
boots, just nailed boots. Trainers had not been invented so |
decided there was nothing for it but to wear 'Jesus sandals.” The
weather was good and the rocks were dry so the grip was good,
but the foot protection was nil and imagine what would have
happened if a buckle had come offtl My blood runs cold to think of
It
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Tryfan apparently is the only mountain in Wales where one has to
use ones hands to reach the summit, or pul another way it is
possible to reach the summit of all the others without using ones
hands. | have been back to Snowdonia and climbed Tryvan
several times since bul never brave enough to jump across the
Adam & Eve stones, my younger son proved he was braver than |
was though. Tryfan remains my favourite mountain.

We decided to get to the Snowdon summit via Crib Goch. Having
climbed this steep ascent one is confronted with a very sharp long
and narrow ridge that forms part of the Snowdon Horseshoe, It
was very clear on the summit. We came back along the ridge
lowards Crib Cogh but then decided to descend to the Llanberis
FPass on the steep scree slopes, all done wearing sandals, oh what
it is to be young!

| think the films were shown in the village hall in Betws-Y-Coed, at
least there was certainly no carpet. When the projector failed,
which was not infrequent, there was a very loud stamping of feet!

We were taken on various tours, one was to Dovey Forest, but my

memory is dim. | do remember the wonderful weather, the
walking, climbing, swimming, drinking and those wonderful
mountains,

Most reading this will come to the conclusion that | did not have my
mind on the job! They are not far wrong! However, the picture |
have painted, is one of life at Gwydyr on Exchange. A pleasant
interlude  from the normal humdrum of the forestry school
curriculum, with the added bonus of amazingly good weather. |
think someone spending two years at Gwydyr and experiencing all
the vagaries of the Snowdonia wealher would have a different
story 1o tell.

On reflectien, the whole course was based on training foresters for Commission forests.
Those of us that went inte private woodlands had (o learn a completely different ball

game. However, the fundamental truths of forest management, silviculiure and surveying
were cerfainly laid down in and around those wooden huts in the wild Welsh countryside
all those years ago, | drust the above s helpful.
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Ken Broad Gwydyr August 1958 to July 1960,

I'm afraid the photo of the schoel taken from the adjpining hillside (the Glyn) has
faded over the years. The other photo is of members of my course (13)
Unfortunately 1 did not keep a record of their namos and 1 am not blessed with a
good memory but | give below as many as I can remember. This information should
not be relied upon, Please check if you have any useful contacts, Meither can 1
guarantee corrcct spellings.

Top raw 77,7077, Pele Brown, Dave Downs, 77, Pete Walker, Jim 7, Keith Tout,

Second row Terry Birch, myself Ken Broad, Graham Smith, Mike Mitchell, Eiffion
Jones, 77,77, Jack Wade, Dave Powell, Dave Gardner, Tom Daly, 77, Pete 2, 72, John
Priestly

Bottom row John (Ginger) Galvin, 72, 77, Jack Kemp, 7 Purser, Gwyn Francis, Alan
Powell, Phil Mead, Mick Butler,

The three African students, 1 think from Nigeria, were on a short visit of a couple of
months at the most.

The third person on the [ront row Wwias a new instructor who had just joined the
school. An instruetor not in the photo was Ted Waddelove.

lssue 12 of FOCRA News asks " why the dearth of contact from ex Welsh students?”. |
cannot speak for other courses but on Our course, as well as that of our senior and
junior courses there were in fact very few Welsh lads. There was just myself and two
others on my particular course, whereas there were half a dogen Irishmen. OF the
instructors only Gwyn Francis was Welsh but perhaps Alan Powell was also.

The school comprised a collection of weoden huts. Six of these were living quarters,
cach sectioned off into ten cubicles arranged either side of a central corridor and
each with 2 couple of cramped scating areas equipped with some decrepit chairs and
an ancient stove,

The staff members were alse housed in wooden huts though presumably with less
Spartan interiors. A larger hut served as the dining hall and others served as
ablutions, drying room, cyele shed, lecture rooms, office and seed extraction plant.

We had leetures on Fridays and Saturday mornings. Pay was £2 165 0d per week.

The stoves in the living quarters had to be it afresh every day, puarantesing ice cold
conditions for the first two hours of any winter cvening. Small wender the that we
found other ways (o occupy ourselves. Amongst other activities, Ginger Galvin ran a
fencing half the school working for him during evenings and weekends, 1L was an
amazing sight to see his pickup take aff down the AS stacked ten feet high with rustic
chairs, scat and bird tables,



Each hut put on a sketch for a Christmas pantomime. Our hut staged "The Shooting
of Dan MceGrew”, It brought the house down and [ think won the first prize. This was
mainly due to Mike Mitchell’s acting ability- he starred as “the Lady that's known as
Low’.

{ine night the drying room went up in smoke, It was completely gutted in spite of our
frantic efforis to extinguish the blaze. Meedless to say, when it came (o the insurance
assessment the total amount of clothes claimed as destroyed would have kitted out
the Austin Reed for a twelvemaonth.

We were each required to bring a cycle when we started the course but these cycles
were never used and as we had to pay rail carriage to get them home again at the cnd
of the two years many were left behind, This stupidity had been going on for years-
you couldn't move for old bikes.

Certain duties were allocated to the students on a random basis. Mine was to take the
daily meteorology readings during the first year, which was reasonably rewarding, but
in the second year | was in charge of the weed garden, charged with ensuring that

weeds didn't encroach.

Al Gwydr, the quality of the foed served up 1o us was appalling, but no amount of
complaining ever made any difference. When we were sent on exchange we were
amazed at the different standards on offer. T went to the Dean where the food was
excellent. How well [ remember those fresh baked loaves that we cut an inch or more
thick and plastered with peanut butter, choolale sauce or other appealing fillings for
our mid-day snack. Washed down with a couple of pints of cider in one of those cool
little Forest pubs after a moming felling large oaks- I drool even now. Those students
who went to other schools came back with similar tales. At Gwydr we had sliced
bread- often not too fresh- and the dinners were atrocious. Something had to be
done- 50 we organised a demonstration. On onc particular day we guewed for our
dinner as usual but none of it was eaten. Then, to a man, we filed out and scooped
the lot into the pig bins. There followed an immediate enguiry, the cook was sacked
and the food improved enormously.

PA(personal assessment) marks were awarded Lo students for (perceived) appropriate
performance over and abowve technical and academic ability. (There’s nothing new
about political correctness!). Playing the fool was seldom appreciated- as I discovered
when Gwyn Francis, taking an outdoor lecture on height measurement, asked me (o
‘tonduct mysell to the Magpole and stand alongzide it while we estimate it's height'. |
can see now that waving an imaginary baton at an imaginary orchestra as 1 walked
along was not a very bright thing to do. My PA mark went into freefall from that
moment. He also had his own back by naming me the class "thermometer’. In lectures
he reckoned | was so average that "if Broad has grasped it there's a fair chance that
5085 of the rest of you will grasp it’.

Henry, you can sec 1 am now scraping the bottom somewhat and | doubt that this is
the sort of matcrial you arc looking for anyway. So be it, the exercise has brought
back some happy memories for me 50 it has been of some usc.
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SEAMAM S T CWYOYR FORESTRY SCHOOL

1358-1

THE START :- Upaon leaving school [ worked on Delamere Forest for & menths priar to doing
34 years for Her Majesty in the REME. ] retumed fo Civvy Street and Delamere to complete my
obligatory 2 years minimum pre-school traiming. Fartune shane on me with a new in-post Head
Forester, Leighion Jenkirs, who had just completed a stint instructing 24 Farestry Scheal, amiving
Just before me, He was determaned o ry oul new ideas and of course all of the young
pre-schaolboys featured in has plans. This gave all af s a geod proonding aed alee meant that we
started our 2y7s af Forestry School with HM Inland Bevemse paying us rebated Incame Tax 1o
supplement cur £2: 165 per week from the Forestry Commigsion,

ARRIVING:- | was not a stranger to N Wales, but the izl impreszion of Guoedyr was nod great,
Tha encampment had, 1 was led 19 bebieve, served as a Bepal Mavy trainng unil amang other
things. It wasz a Borstal for a periad, bul whether that was befoss, during or afler owr residesey 1
do nat new. Greeding vou al the cnirance was & very noisy exitle-grid, which no matier how it was
approached, puaranteed that you had been noticed. After reporting (o the office vou were dinseted
toa but. There were & of thess, the lop 3 inhabited by cur seniore. Bach hut was divided with
fixed serecns that alforded a reasemable ameunt of privacy. Heafing was by 2 coal heateras, which
could roast your frond while the beck froee and due to the complete Inck of insulnicn the ambicnt
temperature during the winter was bow, A river skirted the campus, hence a frost bollow, Frost on
wour blankets in the moming was not unknewn, Facalilies were adequate, including a billiard
tabkle, studerd run shop, o dark ropm ns well &5 a hbrary edc,

STAFF:- During my tima we had Fred Purser as Bass fiar the furst year and Gwyn Francis far the
socond year (whal happened to him¥), Ted Waddietove, Allan Pawell, Bob Kemp, Mr Clayden.
Theee were ofbers who lell shealy afler we slared and armived just Befors we departed, bul miy
mienary is nol that good. Wilkowl seesing svoophantic [ think we were very lucky with ous
nstructors because they did know their job and wanted us to gain fnom ibeir experisnes.
Questiong were encouraged and answered or discussed, mo matter havw Erivial,

THE COURSE :- | think the formal was the same for all the schools i.e. practical 4days o weck
and 1,1/2dnys in the becture roam with the eophasis chargeng throughout the two vears until most
of the time was spent in the lectura ream.  Transport o and (rom johs was by the usual Bedford
Loy with a canvas sheel over the back. Dirivers varied from poor to diabolical and | sometimes
worder how we reached the end of the course, The Health & Salely would have ktters if
anybody tried if today, During the summer the canvas was usually dispensed wath so we could




eye up the ladies when passing through Betws-y-Coed. One very bet day a young Indy suitably
elad for the sun was seen and the boys went ballistic, except Mike Butler. When asked i he had
soen her the respanss was & laconic “lis 2% water”, Shorts and beards were worm by mast of us
most of the tine incleding winter and in retrespect we must have been looked an as wald utlees.
Dhuring the final summer vee were sént to do a fencing job up in te hille pear a small lake. The
pooees was awkward and the temperature high, so it was decided to float the woodwark across the
lake, The sight of the squad wearing nothing but wellics while driving stakes ete was hilarious,
but at the same time brought tears to the eyes.

Cwydyr Schiool had 5 small nursery and firs{ year used to ot the jobe like weeding, Wi were
duly empleyed on this most enjoyable of jobe, when the local Head Forestes, Mr Hamrison arrived
with & large contingent of Primary Schoal children, Young child “"Why do you carry that glasher
with yeu Mr Harmison?", to which the reply given in & loud encugh veice for us all to hear, but
alsa in complete invocence “On oy travels around the forest | find things that have been interfered
with™ Ad this point thers was a mufMed explosion of student mirth. 1 wander why thire was such
a law opinion of the studenis by the local stafl?

O of the first jobs we new bays were given was seed collection. There was a very good erop of
tzugn that year and we spent many days tied 10 the top of the trees wilh a Jeather GPO bell picking
thees small cones, AL the end of the day after armival back 1o mother carth it procesded (o rack
under your fest for quite a while until your balance system cancelled the swaying of the trees.
The schoal had a very good reputasticn for runming dances at the Swallow Falls Hotel or the village
hall in Betwe v Coed. "'With such a large contingent of students 10 sleward theze evenis the local
youth realised that they were on a boser il thy started trouble, At ons Wme a very high percentage
of the studepis had Jocal girl frends and this led to many weddings.

O thing that occuzred at Gwdyr which 1 found very disappointing was the almost complete lack
af somenunication hetween Banger University Forestry Faculty and oursslves. While cut marking
one diry we came across 4 tree stump which had boen completely mangled. |t transpered that a
pasty of university students had been sttempting to fell troes using an axe. I was obvious that
{hey believed that, like lightming, the axe never hit the same epot twice. The stump was eut afl
with n saw and sent to the university asking for advice and comment about the damage the beaver
had dome when we had boen told that it was extinet. This eould have been the slart of seme good
rivalry, but they did nod rfise 1o the challenge, Maybe this slarted the sceplicism many foreslerns
hnd of the forestry graduates.

EXCHANGE = 1 belicve about ning or fen of the Gwydyr Students went an exchange Lo
Renmore. Thit occurred etraight after the summer break and Iasted For about eaght weeks, We
learned that the farcstry in Scofland was vast and their pregrammes very large in compansan o
ours. Anather vast difference was the diet, “Oh not venizan agan™. 1€ pul owr peanul butter
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sandwiches to shame. Whilst on exchange ong D was heard 1o say to a bocal farester *“Wateh
this lot they ask question and expect answers™.

There is a tale, whach | belkeve, when a party of exchange students fram Glentress weee down in
Thetford, the local DY stood on a stump and sad "“Waleame (o Thetfoed Faresl, you ane an
Elveden Beat and are at present 48 feed above sea level™. A voies fom dhe assembled company
slage whispered “Croygen for Gods sake™

When cur courss Anished and we were savung famae]l, | recall Ted Waddielove piving ue this bil
of advice, "You have Anished your courss and pacsed your Cams, S0 posw You arc inca pesition 1o
go ol and leam your job”. He was righl

In retrospect the courss was very well constrocted and being residential sdded ancdher dimension
which | am swee belped many stodents in the future. The Foreslers produced by the syslem
cectainly helped to coeate sonte fine forcsts theoughout the UK in spite of the poor university
sysiem whieh was ihe albemative.




Extracts from The Condiments Christrnas 1959 Gwydr FTS

Saturday Tth November 1959, Mochdre 18 v Ciwydr F5,

On a dull dreary afternoon, both teams took to the field not knowing which way the
game was to go,(neither did I). The teams lined up for the kickoff at 2.45pm, The
match started off very lively with Gwydr doing all the altacking, These attacks
continued for a further five minutes, then away went Mochdre up the left wing, The
winger centred and the centre forward took a shot which was parried away by the
pealkeeper, the inside right ran on 1o it but shot over the bar with the goalkeeper
beaten. Gwydr cleared but was soon under pressure again, The Mochdre team kept
attacking up the left wing to start a three goal burst on the Guydr goalmouth, Their
score reached nine before half time. Gwyde did manage to attack periodically but
their efforts soon frittered out,

The second hall started with as much fire as the first with Gwydr attacking again,
However, their attacks were short lived, with Mochdre blasting the Gwydr goal,
Three goals came in rapid succession. With twenly minubes (o go, the score had
reached reached 14 to nil when the Gwydr winger decided to have a go in goal.
During the last twenty minutes, one could see what was wrong with the Gwydr team,
They would insist on playing on top of one another and, throughowt the match failed
to feed the rght wing. Two further attacks by Mochdre brought their tally to 16 goals
to nil. However Gwydr never pave up and after a series of quick attacks the left
winger managed to score a consolation goal. Mochdre replicd with a second score.
With five minutes Ieft to play Gwydr suddenly sprang to life and bombarded the
Mochdregoalmouth but to no avail as the final whistle blew.

Final score 18-1.

Comments. It was very noticeable wory carly in the game that all eleven players of
Gwydr were not in a football mood, The forwird line had no push in their methods,
while the defence lacked decision, The Gwydr goalkeeper was at fault for a few goals,
but what else could he do with six lery forwards piling on him like a herd of
¢lephants. The Mochdre team was made to look good because of weak opposition,
However downhearted the Gwydr team may have been, they showed pluck and
sportsmanship. Reporter Mack The Knife,

(It will be noticeable on the Transfer list that the Cwydr goalkeeper is on the free
ang).

Last Epistle of a student’s widow.

Appearances are known to be deceptive, but this statement has never been proved to
me. Basic proofl is a neccesity 1 feel in this life as proved by your psychological
leclures.

Given, thercfore, the benefit of the doubt, the Appearances and actions of your Morry
man suggest a highly stimulating and interesting band.

It was such a relief and a change to meet what | term as real men, They "complement’
us pieces of feminity and make us feel protected- 1 for one appreciate this.

You men are like a patch of rugged scree loyal, strong, capable of crushing bat
nevertheless susceptible to succumbing to the downward path ic. wine, women and
SONE.

The personalitics and fighting spirit of the man overshadaw the mare intimate and
deplorable conditions of habitations. Obviously, all primate urges have not been

1

i i

i

r'_ .. r

S

L . N

r



civilised! But in a nutshell, I liked what 1 saw. Bless you all for existing,

I offer a piece of advice- feminine logic. As most girls respond unexpectedly well to
decisivencss- after successfully mastering nature and the clements, use what hard
earned experience in connection with the most interesting phenomena on this carth,
Be more decisivel. (HIS-1 am not sure if [ understand)

Dear Mr Editor,

You have requested our opinions of Forestry Students. First we would like to explain,
that we are two young ladies who have not known for very long that Forestry Students
even existed. With our small knowledge, we will try 1o EIVE YOU OUr impressions on
this subject.

We have gathered that during their course, Forestry Students study (among other
things) trees, pick and 'stamp on” X plants, plant, fell, saw and count "les arbres”,
However, we have been given to understand that there i more to forestry than this,
They are rather mad but not insane, amusing in a rather hilarious sort of Wiy,
cpigrammatists, grimaciors and any other adjectives that you can find.

Forestry Students’ main hobbies scem to be meddling with cars and motor bikes,
climbing, walking, football, rughy, dancing and of course drinking and natu rally "girls,
In conclusion we would like to say we think of them as a happy, friendly crowd who
back each other up, come what may, through thick and thin.

Sincerely'

TWO MUSKETEERS.

X 'press’ perhaps?

To The Editor,

Dear Sir,

Even though my experience of the Gwydr students i5, fortuneately perhaps? confined
to one (2 man who invented the word, Idle), I feel 1 am able 1o speak with at least
some authority.

Forestry students have the nerve, the audacity to claim that they work. Granted that
they go shooting, fishing, climbing, swimming, not forgetting that agrecable pastime of
bird watching. But s this working? I doubt it. To be fair, I did pass two once, leaning
on their axes (tired perhaps) and 1 know for sure, that they go round pulting marks
an trecs and even go so far as to paint white rings on them. But let us be reasanable.
Can we honestly call this work? To me (speaking as onc who really does work) this
seems more like a rest cure

Bul [ am forced to admit that on the rare oocasion they do work for I believe they do
their own washing and ironing. (From my acquaintance with the aforesaid mentioned,
this is blatently obvious at times). Could not the odd lecture be included in the
forestry course (o aid them in such matters? (possibly to include darning)

[ shudder to think what will happen to those poor students when they have to leave
their Utopia and come into the big wide world 1o carn a decent lving. Still I suppose
we couldn't do without them- or could we?

I remain,

Frustrated,

( I ean’t resist it; Toul's Lady done it.)




EXCERFTS FROM THE SLASHER

March 1949

SOCIAL LIFE AT LYNFORD HALL

Besides taking part in such out of school activitics as the Botany Club, the
sntomology Club and so on, the student at Lynford Forester Training School has
other diversions. Indoor, as well as outdoor games are well catered for, writes Mr
B.A.Painter, the Social Secretary. For example, the school now has a fullsized billiards tible
- and on this some interestng games have heen played- the highlight being a recent
contest between the school and a team drawn from Theiford Chase. The latter
defeated the school, but a challenge has been issued for & return maich,

Table tennis,too, has fis quoeta of support, and in a recent "knockout® competition the
Education Officer, Mr R.J.Streets, stole the lime light by defeating the favourites and
going through to the fnal.

Thoughts arc now turning to cricket, and the Schoal’s own ericket ground is being put
into the best possible order. The fixture card js fairly full and, with a little fuck, it
should be & good scason. These who wish to Play lawn tennis have two well kept
courts at their disposal. A lake (sivated in the school grounds) and a nearby river
provide for those who like to follow the more leisurely sport of fishing.

Children from the nearby forests beats and villages have been entertained al & party

at Lynford Hall, and more than two hundred dancers were present at a Christmas
ball,

April 1949

AN EDUCATION OFFICER'S PLEA

Education Officer R.1.Strects, of Lynford Hall, asks us 1o state that it was not he wheo
nearly won the School's table tennis tournament {the Slasher last month) but Forester
Instructor T.L.Jenkine, Qur apologics for the slip, Mr Streets,

Seplember 1949

CRICKET AT GLENTRESS

A Saturday afllermoon- the ficld nestled comfortably in the bed of the witlley,
surrounded by a panorama of the most pleasing shades of green one could imagine
(and bordered, incidentally, on the north by a trim Commission forest); the road,
along which passed a single bus each hour, lzy to the south, appropriately flanked by
a well tended shelter belt; the spectators, sitting on benches or lying on the grass, had
submitted (o the semi tropical heat and could find energy only for polite hand
clapping; and the only other sign of life, apart from the erratic flight of pscudo-
industrious butterfly came from the cricketers themselves,

The reader might justifiably feel that English village cricket was the subject of this
discourse; but no; the foregoing describes the scene at a recent cricket match between
the staff of the Edinburgh Office and the students of Glentress Forester Training
School, on the school playing feld some twenty miles fro, the Scotlish capital.

The weather was perfect, even though the wicket was rather hard, and a large party
which made the journey from Edinburgh was entertained at the school in the best
Commission tradition. What matters then, if the ericket is not up o test standard?
Admitted, some of the players wielded the bat in Sir Adrian Boult's best Albert Hall
style and others favoured the American baseball technique; neverless, all shared in a

[ |



COMmon purpose- 1o extract the maximum pleasure from the game, The score was of
lithe consequence, though Glentress knocked up a bold 108 in reply to Edinburgh's
hard earned 34,0f which incidentally J.R.Ferens scored 25. The best Glentress bat was
carricd by J.Maxwell, who collected 44 runs. Glentress bowler W.Heckles helped
himself to & wickets for 4 runs, while G.Stevenson 4 foar 29,

There are no statistics available regarding the marathon"baseball® in which the ladies
participated in the evening!

Warm thanks were extended to Education Officer T .A.Robbic and the students, The
Edinburgh staff recommend the trip to Glentress from any part of the couniry, and
the students will accept all challenges!

December 1949

RUGBEY AT GWYDR SCHOOL

Students of Gwydr school recently met a Rydal (Colwyn Bay) XV in the first FUZgEr
match 10 be played on the sports feld at Beltws-y-Coed. After leading 12 nil at half
time, Gwydr were hard pressed and a grim strugple ensued. The final score was 17-12
in favour of Gwydr who were playing their introductory game and hope next term to
tackle the leading R.ULF. clubs in North Wales, Captain G.Lerway, Gwydr's pack
feader played a fine game and J.England and D.Brown were prominent,

Members of the Gwydr club are very proud of their ball. Tt was used in the Wales v,

Scotland R.U. match at Edinburgh in January last and has been presented to the dub
by student P.Densham.-



EXCERPTS FROM THE SLASHER

MNovember 1949

GWYDR FORESTER TRAINING SCHOOL "was on the air” recently in the Welsh
Home service. The six minute feature comprised of two recordings--one by Education
Officer H. Cruikshank and the other by A A Smith-Jones. A third recording by
student H.Peglier could not be broadeast owing to lack of time. The Education
Officer briefly described the history of the School, explaining that the emphasis in
training is on the practical side, queting the School’s Welsh motto -"Ni wyr ymarfer”,
which means "to learn is to be able to practise®. Mr Cruikshank also referred with
regret (o the fact that comparitively few Welshmen have come forward o take
advantage of the free training offered.

Mr Smith-Tones said the men at the school came from all parts of Britain, and most
had served in the forces. He had spent nearly four years in the Palestine Police Force,
and had decided o take up forestry because he liked the open air life offered by such
a career. In descrbing the practical work taught at the school he mentioned the
School Beat,

March 1954

SCHOOL'S HALF CENTURY

The Dean Forester Training School will be 50 years old in July and arrangements for
suitable celebrations are well in hand. These will take place on Thursday, 22nd July,
when the programme will include the presentation at 2.15pm of certificates to
students by the Director General, Then will follow a garden party and afternoon tea
and in the village hall in the evening a dance and caberer.

It is carnestly hoped, says the Education Officer, Mr LF.Goodwin, that all past
students who can possibly make the joumey will be at the school on the
aforementioned date and that they will notify Mr Goodwin as soon as possible of
their intention to be present on this red letter day. "It is regretted,” says Mr Goodwin,
“that we cannot help with accommodation”, so it is necessary for those who wish to
stay the night to make their own arrangements. But please don't let this be a
deterrent.

It iz hoped to mark thc anniversary by the production of a Jubilee edition of the
Deansday Book, a pournal well known to earlier students. Past students, even though
they may no longer be with the Commission, are requested to write to Mr Goodwin
without delay, giving their present "whereabouts®, for a short history of the school is
heing compiled, requiring reminiscences or other items of interest

February 1958

BENMORE FORESTRY SCHOOL

Has now prodeced 2 badge and it is hoped that many of the ex students now
seattered throughout the world will wish to obtain one. The badge and backpground is
approximately three inches by four inches and is in the form of a scroll surmounted
by & shield. The shield is cutlined in silver and contains the eross of 5t Andrews at
the top, and crossed axcs and a ceniler spray below. The seroll is in gold with the
maotte in black letters. The latter is “Scientia Ingenicqe Rustice” which, freely
translated means ° with scientific knowledge and rustic skills”, Badges may be
obtained through the Edveation Officer, Benmore, price 48/~ each



BENMORE SCHOOL

What was probably a unique event took place recently at Benmore School when
Evelyn, infant daughter of Mr and Mrs AR.Mair, was christened in the Junior
Lecture Room. Mr Mair is the Research Forester at Benmare,

October 1958

LYNFORD SCHOOL

Former students of the late Forester Training $Chool will be interested 1o hear of the
latcst chapter in the varied history of the old building. It will be recalled that the
Commission closed the school a year or so ago, since then the premises have stood
cmpty; now, however, they have been taken over by the United States Air Foree as a
guest house,

January 1961

DEAN SCHOOL

Mr Hanson who retired close on 30 years ago was instructor at the Dean School from
1904 1o 1914 and from 1904 to 1914 was assistant Deputy Surveyor, The Dean.

November 1961

DEAN SCHOOL Re-union

Recently 7 members of the 1958-60 course met at Parkend for a re-union., After
dinner al which Messrs J.Goodwin, M.E.S. Dickenson, 8.J.Betterton and J.Webster of
the schools instructional staff, with Forester Bert Parry and Ted Williams were guests
to the well known "Fountain® for some quiel reminiscences

December 1962

DEAN SCHOOL

The School, staflf and students are arranging a dinner and dance 10 be held at the
Anchor Hotel Tintern, on Friday 18th Janvary. Former students and friends, with
their ladies, will be very welcome, Tickets at 155 cach may be obtained from the
Dance Secretary Forester Training School, Parkend.

June 1959

Faskally

Former students at the Faskally Forester Training School will be interested to know
that a newly designed blazer badge is now available. This is an attractive insignia
consisting of a St. Andrew’s cross, that is the white cross on a blue background, on
which is impesed a Scots Pine with roots growing as from an open book. The name
Faskally is to be scen at the top and the school motto bencath. The badges are hand
made and some are in slock al the school, price 295




January 1966

JACK MAUND RETIRES
Jack Maund started his carcer with the Commission at the The Dean Farester
Training School and until the war he was in the Research Branch as Forester and
District Officer, followed by the Census and Plans Branch, At the outbreak of war he
was moved to Thetford where, for more than seven years he was in charge of timber
production work and established what is now the Brandon Central Depot, In 1947 he
retumed to the Commission and took up the post of Utilisation Officer in York,
where he remained until his retirement. During this time he built up reputationship

with the timber trade which will have a tong reaching benfit for the trade and the
Commission,

December 1966

Eardicr this year Mr 1.D.Leefe, District Officer stationed in Grantham, was requested
by FAD to accepl a short term appointment as a Forest Edueation Consultant, This
wiis in connection with request to the United Mations Special fund by the Trinidad
and Tobage Government for financial assistance towards the establishment of a
Forester Training School,

April 1967

CALLING EX-BENMORE STUDENTS

A re-union is planned for all 1962-64 ex Benmore students, to be held during the
week ending 1st-2Znd July, in Northumberland at a venue 1o be decided upon between
those able to attend. Anyone requiring further details is asked to contact Mr D

Whitmarsh, Gwydr Uchaf, Llanrwst, Denbs, or Mr M.1.Day, Work Study, Forestry
Commission, Boughrood House, Brecon,

June 1967

M.B.E. FOR CHIEF FORESTER.

Our congratulations to Chiel Forester JAMES WATSON of Dalbeattie Forest, South
Scotland, who in the Birthday Honours Ligt this month was made an M.B.E,

Mr Watson joined the Commission in 1921 and attended the Beaufort schoal from
1924-1926, Two years later he was appointed & foreman at Aberfoyle and was
promoted o Forester Grade 2 in 1931, In 1940 he became a Grade | Forester; Head
Forester in 1948; and Chiefl Forester last year. He served successively at Loch Ard,
the Rennan and Dalbeattie, which he has built up to some 6,000 acres.

SUDDEN DEATH OF HEAD FORESTER

It is with deep regret that we have 1o record the death, which took place suddenly, of
Head Forester W.F.C, Middleton of Arundel Forest, South East England. He
collapsed and dicd shortly after a meeting of Forester Grades at Buriton and leaves a
widew and three daughters, to whom we extend our sympathy.

Mr Middleton joined the Forestry Commission as a Forest Worker at Swaffham in
1926. He went to the Dean School in 1931 and on completion of his course he was
posted o Buriton in 1933 as a ganger. He served various forests in South East
England until 1949, when he was posted 1o Arundel Forest as Forester in charge, His
knowdedge of silvicullure and natural history were of a high order and those working
with him quickly learnt to respect this. His 18 years at Arundel will show evidence of
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