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Glentrass Re-Visited.

I =pent two years there 19%1-53 when it was a Forestry Training Scheol.

I re-vizsited Glentress in the Surmer of 199%. I was not surprised that all but
che of the Tin Huts had gone., They were built in the 1920.s.

The foreat which was originally planted wall to wall with conifers, [Government
policy at that time to create a strategic timber resecve in case of war).

What did I find now 7. Pirst of all there is a fine Tarmac road right up the
Glen and dewn the other side, now used as a Forest Drive. The trees have been
thinned and Broadleaved trees planted, a water feature has been created and
Ficnic tablea provided., Large Douglas Fir trees remain as a tribute to David
Douglas the botanist who introdused them to this country. The leaves of broad-
leaved trees flutter in the breeze in what was once an exposed glen with peoor
soils and inadequate drainage. The first broadleaved trees were planted by the
Porestry students according to plans prepared by Prof. M.L. Anderson of Edin-
burgh University who, had the foresight, so long age bo re-strusture the for-
a5t

He left Forestry School in the Summer of 1953 soon after the Queens Corcnation
and remember secing the ceremony on a Black and White Television at Glentress,
We had a visit by the Queen of Tenga en-route to London for the Coronation,

Much work was done in preparing the school grounds for her visit. On the way
desm from the forest I spotted one or two bhoulders at the readside which we
White washed in army fashion for the visit. I did not see any of the lurps of
ceal which were also white washed at the edge of the bunker at the cocok house

At the end of our Sessicn we were presented with ocur awards by Porestry Com-
missiconer, Sicr John Stirling of Fairburm Mwir of Ord, Ross-shire. The =chool
then cloged and moved to better accommodation at Faskally House, Pitlochey
which had been a Hydro Electric Board Training establishment and had all mod
cons. A change from Glentress which had icicles hanging from the shower heads
on frosty moarmings.

I was pleased to see the new hostelry at the side of the main road entrance.

I went in and enjoyed a lovely meal looking out on the lands of Horsburgh and
aver the River Tweed to Cardrona Forest where students planted many trees cover
the years. I sat there enjoyed the view and the focd, reminisced on how many
things had changed for the better. No focd rationing, No bumping up the Glen
in & clapped out Ex RArmy vehicle with poor Springs, No slaving in the Forest
with a 7 pound axe and 5ft crosscut saw to cut down a few trees per day.

The students from Glentress, arowmd 30 per year from 1946 to 1953 mainly went
on to work for the Forestry Commission, others went to the private sector at
hore and abroad in Africa, the Colonies (We had some then). Brerica and all
aver the world.

Hy wvisit brought back =zo many memories. I was delighted to see 50 many
changes, for the better, and thoroughly enjoyed re-visiting after many years,l]
can recommend it to any forester passing dosm the Tweed wvalley as worth a
drive round a picnic or a meal in the hosteley at the road end with excellent

food ard wiews,
ToMu  wrEsLEYLing



The secand Story from Glentress Forestry School.
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In May 1953 A Joint Excursies of the R.F.5. and R.5.F.5. was being held one
Saturday at Eyloe Woods in Horthumberland. B special treat for the Senior
students was being invited to go along to the outing and to ke taken there in
an Ex Aoy QL truck a type used in World war II for transporting troops.

The distance around &0 miles.

HWe were welcomed there by the Mitchell famdly from Palinsburn who helped to
corduct the parcty arcud these well maintained woods with a wide range of

Epecies.

At the lunch time stop adequate alecholic liguid refreshment was provided free
of charge by our hosts and students were encouraged to partake of thiz free
refreshment .

In the afterncon it was noticed by the instructors that seme students were not
paying adegquate attention te the plantations being demonstrated and the in-
structors went arownd nudging the students and telling them to take notes on
what we were bheing shown, on arrival back at Glentress we were told that the
matter of not paving adequate attention would be dealt with ocn Monday morning.

On Manday motning T.A, Robbie Head of School confronted the students and asked
who the pecple not paying adequate attention were and no one volunteered, so
we were frog marched into the class room. He gave us each a sheet of Ad lined
paper andd told us to weite a report on Whabt we saw at Eyloe woods on Sat.
afterncon and gave us 10 minutes to do 50,

This was T.A. Robbies way of finding out who the culprits were, he received
several sheets back with lictle or no information on them, Those with little
information on their sheets had their P.A.  (Personal Pssessment] addusted
accordingly. This was an effective way of dealing with those that had imbibed
rather much of the free drink at the lunch time break., and cooled down the
high spirits of Saturday.

ToHa W EERILE Y T5E
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Twer Staries of High Spirits at Forestey Schools.

The Eirst by Tim Taylor a retirved Chief Forester from Torrachilty in the old
North Scotland Conservancy.

He was a student at Glentress in the 1950-52 class. He was sent to Guypdr in
Wales with others for "The Exchange Course™, that being the bterm from Jan.
1952 wntil Easter 1952.

Things at Guydr were similar te Glentress consisting of tin hutted army type
accommodation. All went well at Guydr under the divection of Mr Cruickshank,
head of school wmtil the final day of term and the Easter break. The students
went out on their final nights visit to the local hostelry.

The English and Scots went to the Swallow Falls hotel, but the Welsh went to
The Tennie Cotte The hotel which had a horse drawn stagesoach in the Car Park
at the frent of the hotel ,after some had a few drinks too many and came out
of the hotel they decided bto take the stagecoach bBack to Guydr and man handled
it back to the hutted camp site. On arrival late at night they saw Mr Cruick-
shanks car complete with caravan situated there. They decided that they would
unt hook the caravan from the car and hook up the stagecoach to the car. They
unhooked the caravan. The students actually hit Mr Cruickshanks tin house with
the Stage ccach. Quite a Racket - Mad Scramble. The 2 footb high rope and pole
fence roumd the Blocks took a terrible toll en the perpetrators of this das-
tardly Crime. Evidence Gravel Rash on some Welsh students faces next moming.
In the morning Mr Cruickshank was not amused and demanded that the culprits be
named and he would deal with them. They would not reweal the perpetrator of
the prank, so he said all rail warrants for the Easter holidays would be with
held. A small contingent of Welsh students pushed the coach back up the hill
to the hotel. Very Hard Work. The hotel owmer, a lady was 3o glad to get her
stageccach returned that she gave all the students a free drink. They returned
to Guydr. Mr Cruichchank handed out the rail warrants and everyohe went off
for their Easter holiday in High Spirits,

Footnotei- At a later stage the wheels of the Btageccach were set in concrebe
to prevent a recurrence of this problem.

Toaue HEERLEYine




LEHFORD HALL RECALLED

For me, I suppose forestry a5 a career really started in
April 1946 - in Haples! Towards the last few weeks of
Service in the RAF we were invited to undergo a wvoluntary
pavechological test to determine what effect six vears of
Service - three at home and three overseas, had had on our
pergonalities and to offer some advice and preparation for
fukture civilian life. My answers to the many and varied tests
apparently indicated an "Outdoor Life'.On offer was a choice
of information on farming, horticulture, forestry and
zoolodgy !

Cnce home, the results of much research, interviews and
discussions over the next couple of months, was acceptance to
begin student training in forestry on the Foyal Estate
Windsor, under the Government Forest Worker Scheme, I was to
learn & lot in the next 18 months, and endure the awful
winter of 1947 - the coldest ever. Ably supported by the
Windsor Park Authorities, in December 1947 I was accepted by
the Forestry Commission for a Forester's Course beginning im
January 1348.

Taking my trusty 350cc AJS motor-cycle with me, I duly
reported to Lynford Hall, near Thetford on January 12th to
meat my fellow students - and the Staff. They were to
attempt Lo teach uz the rudiments of forestry {as it then
atood) over the next 20 months. Lynford Hall is a fine
Victorian mansion - perhaps a 100 years old then, - we never
knew much of its histery. It did feature in several epi=zodes
of Dad"=s Army, which waszs filmed on Ehe adjacent Battle Arca -
on Army Lraining heathland.

‘Cur Year' was some 289 - all ex-service men and as splendidly
diverse a collection of eccentrics that could possibly be
azsembled]! We comprised several Senior Officers - a Lieut
Commnder BN, a Lieut Colong¢l, and a Sqgdn. Leader - and the
rest of us, Petty Officers and other ranks, sach a
fazcinmating character and wonderful friends.

Our wartime experiences stood us in good stead for a life of
hardships - poor food and long hours of work. We "juniors’
wera houzed in the dark, damp basement, emerging for meals,
lessons and the upstairs luxury of wvast sitting rooms with
roaring fires. I shared a basement room with five others, and
a varying display of fungus emerging from the wet walls.

We studied the species with interest and regular measurement.

‘Our Seniors', who had begun in January 1947, were an even
more impressive group, who inhabited the upper 'guest rooms',
comfortable and spacious, which we were to ooccupy for our
second year. They were clder than us - some into middle 30's.
I recall they were guite distinguished - several Eighth Army
veterans - commandos, Far East survivers, some quite
embittered by dreadful experiences. All wonderful te talk eo
with a very special humour, and great to work with.
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A3 to teaching staff at Lynford. The Principal was R.J.
Streets, who prior toe the war was a Public School teacher in
Bury 5t. Edmunds. He had been a Link-Trainer instructor in
the BAF in the war and later taught in Cyprus. Hiz second in
command was John Goodwin, a former F,C. district officer in
Sussex, whoe bDecause of eyesight problems, was secconded to
Educaticon. He was guite well liked and did his best to make
certain boring subjects as interesting as ossible,
especially te some of us who were not bright on algebra and
geomeatry!

Bob Streets tried very hard with us, cbviously being a
skilled teacher and a good organiser. Praobably, quite
wrongly, we always imagined he 'mugged up'his lecture the
night before, and delivered it piece-meal to us. We greatly
admired his forebearance once when, demonstrating the mattock
45 a planting teol. He held it above his head and the blade
5lid down the handle to deliver an echoing blow on his head.
He never flinched, and carried on his lecture. In addition
there werg a number of Hesd Forestera who backed-up the
educaticn ayllabus and supervised our considerable practical
work in the forest and nurseries. I recall Don Sherrell, Jim
Bruce and a well known Welshman (whose name I have
forgotten!}) Tragically, ene of the other forester-
instrucors, named Allen, was killed on hiz bicycle on the
Brandon road on January 16th. A remarkably unlikely
accident, given the almost complete lack of traffic on those
straight roads, and that the wvehicle invelved was a NAAFT
tea-wagon, not noted for speed! His body was placed for
several daya pending the inguest, in the basement, next to
OO OO0,

In addition to resident instructors there was a procession of
visiting experts. HNotably the charasmatic Dr. Heil Chrystal
an eminent entomoleogist from Oxford, accompanied By his suave
and equally white-ccated assistant, Skinner. we enjoyed too,
a requiar programme of educational films, and some gengral
entertainment movies to which local worthies were invited.

Later, in our second year, we attended Eings Lynn Grammar
Schoel on Saturday mornings for Botany. These lectures were
particularly enjoyable and delivered by twe young and Very
brave girls, of about 23 or 24. Their sessionsz were
anticipatory of the jovs of the forthcoming weekends with our
girl-friends and wives! In addition there were ewcellent
forest tours both locally, and farther afield, and visits
from V.I.P.5. such as Hugh Dalten then Chancellor of the
Exchequer, and varicus venerable members of the Commission's
Committee - famous names from the past.

After some debate, I have left till last to reveal kTl
horrors of the domestic staff at Lynford. They were led by an
inadequate Warden named Humphries who, poor chap,tried to do
hiz 'best' on the meagre rations of the time. Some of his
concoctions were abominable, - sandwiches filled with
porridge mixed with fish paste, ancient suspect pies,
questionable risscles, and freguently mouldy bread,



The kitchen was presided over by a formidable 'female'
traditionally named by students for evermore, as 'Black
Annie’. Ewven after more than 50 years I find it daunting to
write more about her! There was in addition, in our day, a
'handyman 'named "Bruiser' who ‘attended’to the ill-mannered
generator, which provided electric light from time to time.

Such then, was this amazing mix of personalities which
somehow produced 30 or 40 young foresters to £ill the gaps of
the Commission's retiring and very experienced old Teams.
Friends made then remain close, and relationships are picked
up in minutes uwpon meeting. A good stock of photographs
pnsures a permanent record of precious memories

At the end of our first year, and for a whole term, our
course was Split up, most of us went to the Dean School in
January "4%, and the remainder to Gwdyr. The change of
forast-activity and covironment was wvery beneficial to us and
wa revelled in the excellent home-cooked food and pleasant
atmosphere. I waz married at Easter 1949, and returnad
happily for my final term at Lynford, ending that
July.

JOHN WoOD

Herewith an incomplete list of 1948/49 Lynford Students

Pgtaer Pacrsons
RE¥x Hirkland
Fon Reid
Barnard Baard
Steve Chapman
Horman Hindley
Horman Sage

Ian MeLeod

Stan Law

"Eart "Bartholomen
Alec Pyman

Ron Bartlett
Reqg. Genever
Charles Pearson
Deavey Dl ey

John Wood

Can wa name the rest?
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Lynford Hall 1948
From a letter to John Wood from Bernard Beard

1. The Colonel. Quitea con man. We went o his wedding when he hoped he'd found
a rich lady but it turned out she’d been hoping he would clear her debis.

2, Quercus Reid, So called becavse his stature was oak like but 1 well remember
standing on a rideside having our eleven o' clock break when a hornet aimed at his
temple and big though he was, felled him.

3. The Cypriots, two of them I think. Were they with us because of Streets assaciation
with Cyprus or was it Government policy?

4. Rex Kirkland and his brother. Were we ever sure which one was which? I'm surce
the girl fricnds had doubrs!

5. Who was the fierce young man who had been a commando and came up fighting if
aroused from a snooze?

&. Ron Bartlett.

7. Bartholomew. Took a job just out of Elveden on the London road without waiting
for an FC placement.

& We did have trips 1o King's Lynn for some instruction and two young teachers did
come lo Elveden sometimes.

9. Steve Chapman. I regularly broke down on my little matorcycle on my way home to
Surrey at weckends and I used to dread hearing the purr of a newish 350cc
appreaching and 1 knew I'd see a pair of shiming boots and gauntlets to match and
hear a soft "Trouble?

10. *The Vicar”.Black market anything, certainly petrol COUPONS.

11. Little Genaver, so knowledgeable on botany.

12. Do Chrystal on bugs and what was the name of his assisatant?

3. What was the name of our short sighted instructor? {(John Goodwin).

14. Black Annic. Cook under Humphrey, an awesome sight. Later, when 1 had charge
as HF of the Lynford quarter of Thetford Chase one of my duties was to collect the
rent from her mother (she was the widow of the blacksmith at Backenham Tofts and
continued to live in the smithy with Annic and her daughter). Mother would always
keep me waiting before she actually paid me, just because she weloomed gossip with
anyone, but she would regularly tell me Annic was in the hest room, “Star Trekked
and a pleasuring of hersell® Can you think of anything more terrifying?



Tel: 01844 346231 'BRADFIELD"
MANOE ROAMD
PRINCES RISBOROHIGH
HP27 49nd
26th September 00

Dear Henry

I inin ho

Thank you for your recent letter, I expect John Wood
mentioned that I sent him the names of my fellow
atudents and alsc a few copies of photographs.
At the same time I suggested that a better source of
information would be Ted Acott, my senior, who though
just about the same age as myself nevertheless does seem
to have a much better memory. His address is:

13 Windmill Way, Greens Norton, Northhants, NN1Z 8BZ
and his telephone 01327 350507

If you eventually include any of what follows, it might
be headed 'Accommodation'. I shared a room with John and
Peter Parscns but before moving in, as Juniors we had
temporarily been housed in the 'Dungecns', & very gloomy
basement of the Hall which in its heyday had housed

the laundry, dairy ete and all the utilities that were a
proper part of a large country house. It was not only
damp but cold too which was of course why the room next
ko ours had been chosen to house the mortal remains of
poor Tom Allen, one of the instructors, who, when goling
down to Mundford had been knocked off his bike and
killed.

Hot the happiest of introductions to a new career bHut as
ex-gervicemen wo had of course experienced some & years
of similar conditions and so were not only disciplined,
but alse accustomed to making the best of things. I have
gince reflected that though in some ways that attitude to
1ife may have been commendable, it nevartheless schooled
ug to accept much that, even then, should not have begn
taken on board 50 cheerfully, let alone regarded as a
challenge. I am convinced that most of my <classmates
consistently undervalued themselves.
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Having married in 1943 I had not only my wife Joan but
aleso daughters Susan and Anne to think about, #6 when
towards the end of the course we were told that married
men, especially those with children, would be given
preference for howses it seemed we really were on the
way. A guick trip down to Surrey to wife and family
rasulted in my returning to Lynford with a list of jobs
to do such as ascertaining floor areas, curtain
raquiremnents, proximity of shops and schools etc. Becausea
my poor little 125 c¢ Coventry Eagle was at the best of
times a doubtful runner, my good friend Rex Kirkland
nffered to take me pillien wp to Yorkshire om hie
gplendid 350 cc machine. We arrived at Cropton Head
Forester's house near Heldy Castle and were told to head
off up a rough track, which, aftey a stile, quite soon
detericrated intoc simpla pasture with ne track
whatsoever. We began to wonder how a furniture removal
man would view the job let alone charge for it. The
'house'" when we did arrive proved to be a one-uphone-down
cobttage with no staircase, just a ladder through a hole
in the ceiling and plenty of straw indicating that its
recent temants had been four fected. No sanitation, no
piped water. Rex suggested we should take samplas from
the well and it really was the eventual finding that the
water was not fit for human consumption that persuvaded
the powers that be that maybe this was not a home fit for
returning heroes.

Back at Lynford our Primcipal indicated that I was not
only ungrateful but possibly a trouble maker too and he
felt that my personal £ile should be zo noted. A more
suspicicus mind might link that to the fact that in the
event I was the last of our class to be housed but wa did
finally end up in & very nice Red Cedar house at Wigsley
near MNewark on Trent, since sold I balieve like SO muach
FC real estate

Whenever foresters get together they always talk shop and

there is much more to be told I'm sure. Perhaps this

madest contribution will start a ball rolling and that
other memories will surface. I do wish you well and look
forward to reading about it all one day.

Yours einceraly

)
Hlerman JMW

— o




LYNFORD_HNALL
FORESTER TRAINING giggpt - 1950/52
rront Row

Back Row Centre [How

Bill Lang

Dave Hawkes
Leyton Jenkins
phil Gough

Dave purrant
John Howland
freddie Garrard

Bob Crofts
Freddie Platt
Mike Terry

Ted Chase 7 Gavriledes

John Conduit Ron Nye pon Sherrell

graham Hobbs Charlie Batt Dave Robinson
? Jackovides Dave Snelgrove

John White

Adrian Hartley
Fred Webster

Les Howe

John Morris

Phil Wade

Frank Pridham
Sandy Powell

pat de Warr King
Mick Miller

John Butcher
Bill Young
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Students regularly played cricket and football against local teams.
One oricket match in 1951 our fast bowler Gordon Flind took six wickeds in one over,
lhe main point about this he hit the wicket of cach batsman out bowled, no eatches or
LW,
Stydents 1950
Ted Chase, Phil Wade, Mick Powell, David Sncligrove, Ron Mye, John Conduit, Dave
[urrant, David Hawkes, Graham Hobbhs, Charlie Batt, Frank Pridham, Bob Crofis,
Michael Miller, Bill Lang (Wesl Indics), Jacovities and Garolides (Cyprus), Bill
Young, T Rohinson, John Butcher, Mick Terry, John Morris, Bill Belton, Freddie
Mat, Freddie Gannet, Pat King, Chalky Whilte, Adrian Harlley, Fred Webster and
mysell Les Howe.
The course was made up of quite a wade age class, | think there were 3 or 4 around
20 years, with David Hawkes probably the youngest. The rest were mainly
ex-servicemen and the age spread wp to 3years, who came through the Forest
Worker Training course..
There was already a course in progress when we arfived, they were just starling the
seoond year, The names | recall are Ron Bailey, Gerry Hackett, Talbot Bashall, Eric
Irons, Ted Lewis, Dickie Bell and Ralph Hodgson,
The following year (1951-53) 1 can recall Hlenry Smith, Peter Dabomn, Peter Davys,
Eric Rogers and Rex Howell.
The progress and make wp of the course was probably the same as at the other
schools, which included a change of school for the second year from Christmas 1o
Easter, Part of my course wenl o Glentress where we mel students from the other
schools, 1 only remember a few names from that peried, John Keenleyside ( he was
obviously a candidate for quick promotion).
Ken Baker who became a rescarch farester based al Exeter.
A scols lad called Dobbie who I think was a prefessional footballer.
Back at Lynford we found that Mr Strects had been replaced by Mr Tulloch. We
continucd work and lectures from Mr Gough (DO}, Mr Leyton Jenking and Mr Don
sherrell (Foresters).
I think without any reflection on the others we preferred Mr Jenkin's style of putting
liis leclures across,
Owur leisure time included erickel and football matches againsl local teams and one or
lwo dances.
AL Christmas time we provided local children with a party.
There was also a sclection of activitics such as Camera club, Botany, Bird walching
and at ane time Ted Lewis began a jazz club which meant sending away for suitable
records,
There was a library which included a selection of hooks from Norwich Library.,
| recall that Freddic Platt was a dab hand at wood artistry.
The top boy on our course was Frank Fridham who led the way right from the siart,
After completing the course he took an appointment in Africa. 1 Think Ron Nye
finished up in Mew Zealand and John Morris out in Malaya and other eastern
countries.
It is probably worth neting that very few students were vehicle mobile, we wenl
everywhere on bikes,
Lynford 11all was situated in very attractive gardens which I think included a lake.
Some episodes of Dads Army were taken loeally and at one time right in the garden
et
1 also recall being awakened early by low fying aircrafl taking par in war games in
the well known baitle arca.
The Hall was very aitractive and most of the rooms were large enough to take 6 1o 8
students although some were were unlucky enough o be placed in the dungeons.

Les Howe 1950-52.
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LYNFORD HALL FORESTER TRAINING SCHOOL 1951-53 H.1.5mith

The next move was to the above training school to train as a forester for the Forestry
Commission. It was a two year course in practical and theoretical forestry to qualify as
a forester supervisor.,

Margarcet came with me o Liverpool Street station o see me off to Norfalk:

The train arrived at Brandon station in the dark and a lorry awaited us to take us to
Lynford Hall, There were about 15-20 young men from all pans of England full of
enthusiasm for the next two years. We arrived at the school, & rather imposing
building with an avenue Sequoia trees. We were allocated reoms and | was in one of
the so called dungeons in the basement with 5 others, all unknown to me. We had
army style single beds and one washbasin, There was a communal bathroom
clsewhere. From the group photograph later you would sec they were all respectable
peaple.

The upstairs rooms were occupied by the senor students

The principal was a Scotsman called Mr Tulloch with Mr Golf as assistant Principal.
These were Forest Officers. There were two forester instructors called Mr Jenkins
and Mr Sherrell. There was, briefly, a younger instructor called Caborn,

There was a catering officer called Humphreys and a cook called Black Annic, a very
large woman (mane of her later).

The routine in the first year was working in the week in Thetford Forest with one day
of lectures. On Saturday morning we travelled in the two school lorries 1o study
botany i the Technical College. The lorries were driven by two of our fellow students
and it wsed (o be a race (o see who would get there first which was dangerous and
exciting. There was little other traffic because at that time Morfolk was rather a
depressed area apart [rom the US Airforce at Lakenheath.

During these visits | bought a set of kitchen tools with one weeks allowance. (1 had
marricd Margaret the previous June). These are still with us after 4%years and in
good condition. On another occasion when 1 was going home for the weekend |
bought a large pineapple for 5 shillings, Ctherwise 1 was very careful with my small
amount of money, Margarel was working and supporting herself.

W split up into pangs with a panger in charge. Each student had had a chance of
being a ganger. We were doing normal work in the forest but were supervised by our
instructors rather than local staff. We had outings including private estates,

We had end of term examinations and a personal assessments.

At Christmas the seniors departed for their exchangeterm at one of the other schools
and after Chrisimas we had seniors from the other schools. This gave us contact with
students from all over the country.

At this point [ was elected to be schoaol librarian, Books were supplied by Norfolk
County Council. When the books came for exchange the Librarian was someone who
was junior to me at Borden Grammar School.

Surprisingly, with a mixed bag of people from all over the country we had little
conflict and scemed to band logether as a group.

We studied silviculture, mensuration, pathology, botany, entomology, surveying, tree
measuring, tree recognition and FC rules and regulations. Some of us took the cxam
for the Roval Forestry Society for England and Wales for a Forestry Certificate,

There were some amusing incidents. We were in a ficld clese to the schoel having our
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photographs taken sitting on a donkey until someene noticed that the donkey was
crawling with fleas. Another was when our seniors were felling one of the SeqQuOias in
the avenue. There was a group of them at the base of the tree and a rope. Mr
Jenkins warned the studems that the rope was attached 1o the tree. As the tree fell
the rope caught the foot of one of the students and as he was dragged along Mr
Jenking said as the student passed by," I told you so.”
We all had a week with the local warrener to learn about vermin control, My
warrencr explained the layout of roads. He said the mouse made a track which was
fellowed by the rabbit. The fox followed the rabbit and enlarged the track. The deer
followed the track made by the fox The man and the horse followed. Then the cart
followed the route and eventually man laid hardeore to be followed by tarmac. It
explained why country roads sometimes follow a tortuous route. Modern roads
straightened these out.
He also taught us how to set snarcs and traps.
One of our instructors was driving in the school car along the road to Lynford Hall,
passed the Principal’s wife who was walking towards the school, Within her sight he
stopped to pick up his dog. The next day he was on the school motorbike, He is dead
now 50 wouldn't be offended.
We were thinning Ash Carr by the lake in the school grounds, We had a small tractor
driven by a forest worker extracting the timber. It was an airbourne which used to be
dropped on the battle area by the army. It was frosty and the tractor was difficult 10
start. The driver got very frustrated and lost his temper which made matters worse, |
wis his mate and completely unused to machinery but [ ssid to him, “let me have a
ga. 1 carefully turned the handle and the machine started first time!
Cine of our seniors Ron Mye told me that when he had finished the forestry course he
was going on a Mosaic Flooring course (he didn't). There were many such courses at
that time for ex-servicemen.
Ron also wrote o me from his home in Kent (his father was a diamoend merchant)
and said he wenl 1o the labour exchange each week and met the nicest people
queucing up for their dole. He also wrote te me from Finland where he was on a

cycling holiday.

He caused problems at the school by once blowing up a waste paper basket in his
bedroom. He once showed me a crib for a botany examination about the size of his
finger nail- it might have been on his finger naill. 1 also heard later that he had been
in charge of a survey party in India and became lost and lost the job. 1 heard much
later that he had gone to New Zealand and got a job in research and had done very
will.,

In the second year my fricnd Paul Winkworth from Gillingham, Kent bought a car, |
had been going home by train but he invited me to go 1o Gillingham in his car and
Margarel used to meet me at Gillingham bus station on a Saturday. We crossed the
Thames on the ferry and on one trp there was a violent thunderstorm, Tt was black
with heavy rain, thunder and lightning and we couldn’t see cither bank. It was like
heing at sca. The ferry survived and the sun shone when we reached the Kent coast.
One sunday afternoon we went to Gillingham to meet Paul for the return journey. He
wiis al the bus station and told us the car had broken down so we would have to fo
back on Monday. We did go back on Monday and resumed work on Tuesday. 1 was
in charge of & gang of juniors. In the evening we were called to the Principal’s office
and tald we were suspended for the Wednesday.



He deducted the pay for the two days absence including the cost of board.

A I;FIIRI'H Black Annie has been mentioned helore, a large woman dressed in old
fashioncd clothing who was ouwr cook, The food was rather poor, although working
hard in the wouds we were always hunpry. Al one union meeling one of the scaior
studenis put forward a motion to sack the cook, but he said it should be an appeal
from ihe whaole union rather than him personally. Nothing was done about it Later
Black Annic was away for two or three days and when she returned we were told she
had had a baby. There was no evidence of a hushand but he may have been around
somewhere,

The year before 1 went there a complaint had been made aboutl the sandwiches we
ook oul when we were working in the forest. They were made up by the kitchen
stalf. One of the students complained he was given a porridge sandwich and another
=nid he had a marmite sandwich which had a thin line of marmite from one corner 1o
the other,

We had fish and chips for the evening meal on Wednesday. The fish and chip man
came al midday and when we ate in the evening it was pretty horrible. Saturday
moming we had a boiled cgg. The cpps were boiled overnight and left in the
saucepan  of water. The eggs when cul open were green. Following complaints the
kitchen head said that whenever there wag a surplus there was abways a rush for iLOf
course we were working hard and necded the Food.

The chap in charge said, 1 am only allowed £1 per week for each student,

Whenever 1 had a weekend at home Margarel would bake me a pie aml other things
to keep me going.

The sandwich problem was changed by the time 1 arrived. The bread and fillings were
on the breakfast table for us o make up our own sandwiches, which was an
Improvement,

There was a fish and ¢hip shop in Mundford in one of the collages which was well
used by stedents. Unfortuately after a time it was closed and the room let 1o an
American airman,

Al the end of the fourth term we all went our different ways for a term al another
school. 1 was supposed 1o go to one of the Scotlish schools but if 1 went there |
would be unable 1o go home in term time because of the expense, | told the Principal
I had worked in the north and | would prefer to go to the Dean school to which he
agreed. 1 must have been more popular wilth him than 1 thought.

LYNFORD .
I remember seeing a woodeock in the school grounds pick up a young bird between

s legs and My a short way and deposit the young bird safely.

I remember a bat flying along the corridor in the dungeoens,

Eric Rogers had a mosquito net over his bed which caused some hlarity.

The central heating was fed by a huge solid fuel boiler in the cellar.
I remember laking Mike Whitleck on the hack of my motor bike 1o the Broads where
we zaw a bearded tit, the only one 've ever seen.
The only time 've got drunk was when we hired a bus to take us o Kings Lynn for
something or other and we went pub crawling and 1 was put to bed by Peler
Crascoigne.
I remember a couple of our seniors felling a Sequoin in the Avenue with axes and
cross cul =aw, They felled it so low that you stepped dowa on (o the stump,
| seem W remember sceing red squirrels in the lane and the big pines bul never saw a
deer.
Peter Davys 19511953,



LYNFORD HALL 1951- 1953

Back row; Pat Marsh Wilf Meek Pete Gascoigne Keith Shaw Paul Collings Alan Flint
Eric Rogers Henry Smith Ray Monk John Webster

Middle row Ted Baldwin Rex Howell Peter Kirby Peter Davys Dickie Bird Peter
Daborn Peter Pritchard Neil Cochrane

Front row Mike WhilIU(‘kJ{Nnrman Fugler Bill Tyler Paul Winkworth

CHARLE WwiDS




Memorics of Lynford Hall Tom Melson 1952-1954

The journey from home, Carstairs to London (Euston) on a crowded train.

Across London to Liverpool Street and the journey to Brandon. First sight of the
pinewoods of Thetford Chase,

Arrival at Brandon to be met by Don Sherrell and the famous Bruiser.

The long, straight on the first part of the journey from the station to Mundford. The
road fanked by rows of Corsican pine,

Through the arch and into the courtyard at Lynford Hall.

Allocated to a room on the upper floor, sharing with two other students, Allan Green
(Dodger) from Essex and Peter Bell (Dinger) from Surrey,

A little job to do before tea. Alex Davidson and 1, two stawnch Presbyterians,
collecting material (cones and branchlets of scots pine and norway sprece) for the
Church of England Harvest Festival, For the Vicar the Rev Rokeby,

OUR BEDROOM

On the upper floor with a view across the lawn and formal gardens to the lake. A bed
with a thin mattress, starched linen sheets and army blankets, A rickety wardrobe, a
set of drawers and a light with a low wattage bulb, We soon got a 150watt bulb,
replacing it every mworning as Jack the spy reported back to the man in charge. We
bought a small radio from another student for 10 shillings, used it for our time at
Lynford and sald it on for 10 shillings at the end of two years,

The imposing entry to the hall and the staircase, the dining room with the tables and
forms, each table accommadating six students.

The massive sitting room used for the end of term dances,

The room with the full size billiard table. Oak panelled walls and the big open fire.
remember the roasted chestnuts at the end of the first term.

THE 5TAFF

Norman Tulloch the Principal. A canny Scot from around the Firth of Forth. To stay
awiake during his lectures took a great effort, He would talk at great length about
Glentress school and forest in Peebleshire, his previous assignment. Years later when
| was al Wauchope in 5(S) the young forester Jimmy Wilson had just come from
Faskally. He reckoned the T man as he called Tulloch at Faskally school had talked at
great length about Thetford Chase. [ think that sums up Norman Tulloch.

Fhil Gough, a Yorkshire gentleman from a forestry family. One brother was a head
forester in Yorkshire and another brother worked as a forest worker. He moved to
Benmore and 1 met up with him again when I was on exchange at Benmare in the
spring of 1954. To be quite honest T cant remember what subjects he took (ED,
mensuration)

Leighton Jenking, an cbullicnt Welshman from the Valleys. (Ed. still alive 2001 ).
Specialising in nurseries and costings. A staunch supporter of the CSU. He also had 2
brother in the FC. Might even have been a twin brother. | remember secing a
photograph of a pre war group of students at the Dean ond they were both in the
group,

[ron Sherrell, @ west countryman, A comemporary of the cricketing Graveney, brother
of Gloucester and England fame. Don was a chain smoker of roll your own cigarelies,
Silviculture his main subject. Fire danger exists whenever there is insufficient moisture
o prevent all types of vegelation from igniting and the rabhit iz an unmitigated pest
still springs readily 1o the mind,
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Donald Plant. He arrived when Phil Gough departed 1o Benmore, Being unmarried
he had to have accommodation in the school. It caused a bit of uphcaval as he
needed a bigeish room, I do believe at a later date he married the Clerkess Miss
Johnstone and left to take up eaching. His one claim to fame was the playing of the
trumpet (badly). When at university he actually calculated the rate of growth of a
scots pine shoot in miles per hour. Forever after known as the rule of Plant,

Mr Humphines,the warden. Eul:puu:d to have been a NAAFI manager and it showed.
Miss Prior the "cook™ I'll be PC and refrain from using her nickname. She was guite
a sight on her bicycle.

The central curopean couple who also did a bit of cooking when they were nol
arguing with cach other. She was not the most beautiful woman in the world and was
having an amorous dalliance with onc of our year, David Bryant, They left suddenly
as did Mr Bryant.

The old codger who didn't appear to have a name, He would appear at mealtimes
dishing out the grub including the disgusting stew.

Jack the spy no.l cleaner.

Penny Slack Adice the other hall of the cleaning stafl,

Bruiser. What did he do other than fix the water pump when it broke down.

Food. 1 should say to the start that before poing to forestry schaol 1 stayed at home
with my parents. My mother had been a profestional cook and | had been used o
goodl wholesome food well cooked and presented.

Food was of course still rationed but we were told there would be plenty of bread
and potatocs. | pever tried the porrdge. The sight of it was enough for me especially
when it was the turn of Miss Prior (0 do the cooking, Meagre helpings of comflakes
(not Kclloges), We overcame this by being down carly for breakfast, tipping two
helpings into ane plate and slipping the empty plate on to the plates provided for the
porridge. The week’s choice would be falty bacon, sausage, scrambled egg and that
wias abouet it

We were rationed to one pound of sugar a week. Everyone had a jam jar. At our
table we had an extra jar labelled Herbert, This jar wenl up every Monday morning
and was collected every Monday night filled up.

We made up our sandwiches for lunch, hall a3 pound of marganne dnded into six
portions. Fillings would be dates, a piece of really falty ham or Marmite as a special
treat,

Dinner was two courses, The one thing that sticks in my mind was the disgusting
"stew”. Swiets included steamed sponge puddings and stewed rhubark in seasom. | can
only remember having soup once in the whole two years. 1t was to be a special treat
one night for supper. Thankfully it was never repeated.. [ think they got the soup
mixed vp with the dishwater.

Drring the first term we had one good meal in the week. On wednesday nights we
had Nhsh and chips for supper courtesy of the travelling chippy.

Saturday and Sunday we had a midday lunch and a cooked meal at teatime. |
remember the rissoles, mainly potato and deep fricd Spam in batter and for a special
treat a bun with with currants and raisns .

WORK

My fNirst job was with friend de Whalley on maintenance of lfences. 1 remember him
pulting in a ncw straining post. He dug a hole about a yard square and deep enough
for the strainer, He stuck the strainer in the middle of the hole and proceeded to hll




in the hole, pounding everything in and fixing $truts on the strainers to make it firm. 1
dug the next one a5 1 had been taught, A hole just big enough to take the strainer.
The second fortnight was spent brashing Corsican pine with a billhook.

ROUDHAM NURSERY.

With Arthur Pyewell. A wonderful really down to earth character. Lining out with the
short boards in a mild December. Sitka Spruce going out as 141 wath a little bit of
Mitro Chalk. The following spring preparning the seed beds and sowing the sced. Cne
day we had a real dust storm. Had to shelter amongst the trees and could not see the
trains on the railway line. Thankfully we had the grit en the beds before the worst of
the gale. Back again in summer hand weeding the beds and hoeing between the
transplant lines. | remember some of the characters who worked in the nursery. Their
broad Morfolk accents. They would no seoncr sat dewn at lunch time when out would
come the cribbage board.

The other nurserics at Lynford Point and Didlington, Didlington was a weedy nursery.
Lifting Corsican Pine without stripping the roots was almost impossible.

Screcfing and planting CP on the sweating course al Didlington, 1 take it where the
horses were exercised. Planting behind the East Anglian screefing plough, apain at
Didlington.

The usual hand weeding in the plantations, montonous and back breaking.

Marking thinnings (3F) on a damp morning with bracken up to your thighs. 1 visited
some of those areas in 1976 and was surprised how little growth had been put on.

The thinning squads on Thetford were tough characters with their bow saws, light axe
and pecling spade they produced a lot of timber. Someone did tell me that at one
time there were twelve men undergoing hernia operations.

I remember our attempts at thinning, Pat Dineen and | were working away one day
when there was a hell of a bang. One of our American friends going through the
sound barrier. We were sure there had been a mid air explosion.

We did a bit of felling at Branden Park. On Monday moming a council lerry would
appear. Some places still had dry closets and this was collection day. Don’t know what
happened to the load but if the wind was blowing in the wrong direction il was a
dizgusting stink.

I spent a week with the local warrener, Probably the mosl interesting week in the
whole two years. The Imbra trap had just been introduced and he could only catch
rabbits when they were emerging from their burrows, He was a mine of information,
Went around the nest box scheme with Peter Dabom, Never any nesting birds.

The beetle traps. Checking for the Pinc weevil and renewing the hillets of wood with
Ted Baldwan,

Another interesting time was al the nursery al Brandon Park collecting Lawson
Cypress and Thuya cones. This was compensated by some [uition on grafting apples
and pears.

One day RLT.Rowland and | were sent out to fell poplars. Presented with a good
looking cross cut saw. Not making much progress with the saw [ found that someone,
attempting to sharpen the saw, had failed to redoce the height of the rakers so the
cutting tecth were not doing their job, No one on the stall knew the Grst thing about
saw sharpening, An old codger (EI? Mr Lister) used to come up from Mundford to
give instruction on the upkeep of bowsaw blades. He had the broadest Norfolk accent
and I for ane could not understand one word of what he said.

We had a visit from the chiefl education officer Mr G.D.Rouse, He had with him a



light weight axe of Swiss design (an Altis). | remember Tulloch asking me to try it out,
I didn’t think much of it and told him so. Elwell make perfectly good light axes. |
must admit that 1 had all my working life used the American siyle axe but [ was
converted 1o wsing the English style wedge axe at Lynford. Looking back 1 don't recall
ever being shown how to use any tool or implement by the (rning foresters.
VISITING EXPERTS

Dr Neil Chrystall the entomaologist spent his ime trying (o sell his book. Would even
autlograph it. Davie Thomas, who looked like a cherub, could not get over being
propositioned by the good doclor on the back stairs and left the school voluntarily
shortly after the visit.

T.R.PEACE Forest Pathologist

An expert on the breeding of Poplars. This at the time when estate owners and
farmers were encouraged 1o plant up odd corners of land with poplars, I wonder whai
happened to all the poplars when the plastic baskets came on the market.

Dr Myles Crooke FC entomologist

He always made the study of insects interesting,

Allan Gracie, Forester on Mundford beat.

He came up at night during the first two terms to give extra ition on Maths,

THE VILLAGE

Dlletts General store and petrol station. Mr Ollett, sometimes known as Med Kelly.
D¥id it also double as the Post Office?

Emms General store. He was a strange character but had a well stocked store,

The Crown Hotel with mine host Albert Alberg. A native of Mewcastle who had been
& chiel engineer. His cap and his fiddle were on display in a glass case on the bar, On
special occasions, at closing time the fiddle would be taken reverently from it's case
and Alpert would give us a tune. The Lynford glee club would in return give out with
Blaydon Haces. Albert was not very tall but his wife was a biggish lady. All heart
Even the village copper would join in on a Saturday night.

The Kings Arms. An entirely different cstablishment with a miserable looking
landlord.

The Ouddiellows Hall, The social heart of the village, famous for it's dancing classes
The foatball fiekd. Some hard, tough games played there.

CORONATION DAY at Mundford. A cold wet miscrable day weatherwise. 'We had
a tug of war team at the sports and won the competition. Come to think of it we
never did receive the prize. Everything was so wet they had great difficulty lighting
thewr bonfire, Warwick Deal, forester at Lyvnford beat was master of ceremonies, All
rounded off with the grand dance at night.

The Saturday Market at Swaffham. A stall that sold ex Army clothing, mainly
American, Owned by a man originally from Ayr.

The school cricket team under the leadership of, firstly Norman Fugler and then by
lohn BErain, We visited & fair number of the local villages. Weeting Manor the best
wicket we played on. Reputed to have been played on by W.G.Grace. West Dereham
famous for the quality of it’s food, plentifully laid oul on trestle tables in the old cart
shed adjoining the ¢ricket pitch. One elderly bowler who played showing his braces.
Methwold on the edge of the Fen country.

One of the Pickenhams, The pavilion was an old double decker bus. The wicket,
malting on grass. A wicked combination. A bruised thumb off the bowling of Farmer
Jones, it bothered me for years,



The Battle arca. The pavilion, the fusclage of a Halifax bomber and a real umpire
with a white coat. T can still hear his "That is the over ball” at the end of each over.
Santon Downharm, Where we had the pleasure of playing against Charlie Redford
BEM, the forester at Santon.

Cycling to a village beyond Thetford, 1 think it was Croxon. Stopping off on the way
home for a refreshment in the Red Lion at Thetford and the beautiful young lady
who sold the War Cry.

Three memorics from the cricket. Dinger Bell ducking 50 low to what he thought was
a short pitched ball that he was actually clean by e,

John Clark’s catch at mid wicket from a full blooded swing and Brian Birtwell's throw
from the boundary right on to the stumps for a run out.

In 1999 the old concrete wicket was still to be seen and the memorics came flooding
back.

Playing football for Mundford in the South Norfolk league. Even travelled by bus (o
away games as far away as Diss. The leading light in the football club was Bill Tapper
(could have been a nickname). We actually had to be registered with the Football
Association for the princely sum of 2/6d per season,

The Saturday morning ritual for the first year was the trip 1o King's Lynn for our
Botany and Biology class where we had some real tuition from a professional. The
journcy through Morthwold, Stoke Ferry of duck pond fame into King's Lynn. The
hundreds of pheasants in the fields. All shades from silver 1o black. The squads,
mainly women harvesting the sugar beet. Lifting and topping and tailing by hand. 1
wonder how many fingers were lost. In the spring the same squads spreading dung,
The end of term dance. People came from far and wide. December 1932 when Roy
Stimsan had so tastefully decorated the big sitting room with loads of crepe paper. Mr
Humphries deciding that the lighting was much too muted and going round all the
lights removing the paper.

December 1953 when a company of us went round the village singing carols and
making sure a good sum of money went into the Crown Hotel's Christmas box to the
delight of Albert Alberg. Even managed a drink from the Rev. Rokeby.

Ag you can sce it was not all work.

In the winter there was a dance class in the Oddfellows Hall and some of us wenl to
Brandon to the Square dancing, complete with professional caller. Strenuous stuff but
enjoyable.

The day of reckoning came at last. Final exams and the presentation of certificates by
the then Deputy Director General Sir Henry Beresford Pierse Bl who ended his
speech by declaring that we would have an extra days holiday. Appreciated by all,

I remember early on Don Sherrell talking anout the countryside and saying "It will
grow on you®. As far as | was concerned it did grow on me, Met some wonderful
characters and an experience [ have never forgotten. Fond memories,

[ have been back to the Brecklands, Took me twenty two years. In 76 and 78 we
spent holidays at Heacham and visited Lynford Hall. In 91 we were at Gt Yarmouth
and did the grand tour of Thetford Chase and in 99 at Northwold and al Suany
Hunny.

We started off with 36 studentis. At the end of the two years down to 27 and by the
beginning of 1957 another ten had fallen by the wayside.

Two phenomena occurred during the two years. 31st January 1953 The great gale and
floods. In King's Lynn on the Saturday moming the manhole covers were flying



around, A fountain of water at every manhole,

A week after the Mloods some of us went down to fill sandbags to try and plug a huge
gap on the banks of the Great Ouse.. It was quile a sight. The man made banks on
the river, wide cnough to take a football pitch and with this massive gap in the bank.

The end of June 1954, After three or four really dull days, a sudden clearance giving
rise to a radiation frast. A grass minimum of 20 degrees Fahr followed by o daytime
high of 70 degrees Fhr. The bracken was all completely frosted. Scots and Corsican
Pines frosted for two or three feet covered by the rolling frost, The tops of the trees
having been above the frost level, siill green.

Students 1952-54

Jim Kennard from Crowborough in Sussex A member of the Socety of Sussex

Downsmen. Sussex, the centre of the universe for Jim.
Terry McGrath from the south coast. Southampton or Portsmouth. A motor bike

enthusiast. Did scrambling and trials. Transferred to MOD.

Roy Stimson an ¢x steward on the Queen Mary. Left the FC.

Bill Summers ex pilot officer the RAF, Also left the FC.

AAGreen from Essex, A room mate at Lynford. Spent a good deal of time in
Research, Now lives in Lossie mouth. Though not a Scot he did the next best thing.
Hec married a Scots girl,

lIan Wood from the south east. Suffered terribly from hay fever.

Frank Carpenter also from the south cast. Left the FC

John Fogden from the south west, John had a little sporis car and used to do time
trials. Left the FC.

John Wilson Harper from Birkenhead ex navy. left FC.

Pat Dincen ex RAF regiment. Played a bit of tennis.

Derek Fulcher, Finished vp in Eduvcation Branch. Met him once or twice in
Edinburgh.

Pete Lawrence from Morthampton, Fast bowler with with a whirlwind bowling action,
Left FC.

Allan Michols from Thetford, Spent some time in the Chase and was for & lime in
Kielder. Used to hear his voice on the radio (Kielfire Control)

John Clark. His claim to fame was the wonder catch he caught. Left FC.

Keith Shaw the baby of the course. He went to Roudham and spent most of his time
in East Anglia.

Allan Lamb an ex captain in the King's African Rifles. Left the FC.

John Woods was from MNorfolk. Dded a comparatively young man,
Alex Davidson from Aberdeen. Manaped to get back (o the north east of Scotland,

Denmis Goodbody from Morthampton. Tle had his BSA Bantam motor gpcle. He was
banished to Wales.

Peter Bayston from the south gast, Spent his later FC years in South Seotland and
now lives in Gervan arca.

Peter Bell from Surrey. My other room mate. Another motercycle enthusiast, Al
times he would have parts of the bike in the room being repaired. He went to
Research but sadly died three or four years after leaving the school. He had

suspected that he had eancer and sadly wok his own life



Mike Burke from Mewcastle, Had worked ot Kielder, [1¢ went to Myasaland.

Bryan Birtwell from Burnley. Left the FC and worked for Lancashire County Council.
We still exchange letiers at Christmas,

Keith Dickenson a Yorkshireman. Left FC 1o work with Greens the timber merchant,
Twao nol on the photograph,

David Montage Tibbles from Plymouth. A dead ringer for Malcome Mupgeridge.
First persen | ever saw with tinted spectacles. He went o Yorkshire, developed polio
and lived a5 a recluse in the forest until his death.

John Brain from the Forest of Dean. One claim 1o fame he inherited three small coal
mines in the forest. 1 met Jehn at a couple of courses in Edinburgh. Still played
cricket in his fiftics. Mow lives in Exeter.

Publications .

FC Journal 1951 MNo.22 page 104 Breckland Bird Studies by F.H.Pridham and

T.5.Flint. {Lynford School Bird Club)

page 161 O1d Brecks or New Forests, ’

FC Tournal 1952-54 Mo, 23 Report of Lynford School Bird Club 1953 DA Sherrell
Raids on nest boxes by weasels DLASherrell

FC Journal 1955 No.24 Bird notes from Lynford Hall N.W.Tulloch.

FC Journal 1957 Mo.26 Pholograph of Lynford Hall Plate 29 The mel station with

RJ.Streets and T.LJenkins looking on,

I arrived at Brandon station rather late one dark evening in
early October 1951 after a leong jeurpey by train from Cornwall

vhere I had been working. 1 was met by a senlor student driving
a lorry which transported me to Lynford lall where I was encorted
ke a dormitery bedroom in the basement (cellar?). I was one of

the last of my course bto arrive and found that I was sharing the
room with abkowt five other students.

Hext day after a typical Lynford breakfast (I leave others ko
comment upon the meaks) and after, very litble introduction, it

wans ouk to work. Thin invelved cycling ke Didlingkon nursery and

weeding transplant lines uaing a dutch hoe and hands.
Fortunately, the weeda were not numerous and the job not aoc
tediouas as hand weeding seedbeds which came later. I will
mention here that every student had to possess a bicycle.
Although two lorries were in wae to transport larger numbers of
students to more far flung parts of Thetford Chase, blcyclea vere
needed for small groups travelling shorter distances.
Incidentally, the lorriles were a Ford and a Thorneycroft.

The newly appeinted principal of the Forester Training School
[Morman Tulloch) had not yek taken wp the post when we arrived as
he was on aick leave. The school was in the charge of P.C.
{Percy) Gough. Eventually Norman Tullech arrived and with his
family moved inte & [lat at the top of the Flall. This had ika
digadvantages for all concerned as will be seen.

saturday mornings during the firat year saw us travelling to
Kings Lynn to atktend botany clasaes at the Technical College.
Thia was looked upon as an ocuting and not taken seriously by all
the studenta. The morning break gave us the chance of explering
the delights of Kings Lynnl 1 remember ones fellow atudenkt, whe
ahall be nomeleas, buying shrimps and cooking them up on the



collede bunsen burner.

At opne stage we were silent acters in a film about forest
firea. This involved the uswal film preduction "mock up® with
much use of smoke canisters. It probably locked very realistic in
thae Finished product bukt not at the kime of filming. The film
company either left a smoke canister behind or one waa purloined
by a group a students (I am not sure which] and hidden in the wood
where the filming took place. When Hovember Sth arrcived this was
retrieved and ignited in the main entrance hall of the achool.
Igniting such a device in a more confined space than the open air
caused an effect greater than the perpetrators realised. The
amoke penetrated most of the building and was accompanied by &
general pillow fight - senlors against juniors. The general
mayhem, although principally the amoke, causad Norman Tulloch to
make an appearance from his 'eyrie' at the top of the building.

I seem to remember that having discovercd what was going on he was
fairly reascnable about the affair. Mo one was punished. In
Fack it would have to have been a gencral punishment if one was
imposed because all the studenta were involwved.

I was elected chairman of the Students’ Union for one term but
lost the job at the naxt election. I wpa probably not very
successful although the task was difficult because we did net have
official standing with Foreskry Commission hierarchy although we
were listensed ko by local management. Wa ¢did have one SucCess

although it was probably not finalised after I ceased to be
Chairman. Thia was an allowance in lieu of a travel warrant for
travelling to and from home during holidays. A number of
students had motorbikes and one or Ewo cars which they wished Lo
use For travelling hoeme rather thap travel by train. They had to
slgn an indemnity form absolving the F.C. from any claim whilst
travelling by such means. This the students were reluctant to do
claiming that if they were invelved in an accident involving a
F.C. vehicle they would be in a Qifficult position legally.

We also tried to obtain a subsistence allowance whilst on
holiday but this claim was rejected. The response was that if
the students could not afford to live at home they should forgo
thair holidays. Heedless to say, this reply, to put it mildly,
was not well recelived. All negotiations had to be conducted with
the principal who passed matters such as those referred to the
Chief Education Officer.

our tenure in the basement bedroom came to an end when we
became the senlor course, He were then moved bo a more congeénial
room on the first fleor with, in my case, a view over the lawns to
the lake. Our move to a higher level in the building was
aventually followed by a move to higher things career wise (at
least for some of us).

M.D. Whitlock



LYNFORD FORESTER TRAINING SCHOOL 1952-1954

Back row; Jim Kennard, Terry McGrath, Roy Stimson, Bill Summers, Allan (Dodger)
Green, lan Wood.

Middle row; Frank Carpenter, John Fogden, John Wilson Harper, Pat Dineen, Derek
Fulcher, Pete Lawrence, Allan Nichols, John Clark, Tom Nelson, Keith Shaw, Allan
[Lamb.

Front row; John Woods, Alex Davidson, Dennis Goodbody, Peter Baystone, Peter
(Dinger)Bell, Mike Burke, Brian Birtwell, Keith Dickenson.
Reading from left to right.




