G.Ew 1.

Y MEMOHTES CF THE [ER! FORESTER TRAINING SCHOOL

Following & year's practical training in Saint Gwynno Forest in
Scuth Welea and the sitting of the School entrmnce eam, I was admitted
to the Dean Schoeol.

L arrived at Lydney Junction Stetion with my xit, plue a viclin, mnd
en arrlvel found I had missed a 'bus into the town so I walked, It's a
long way from Lydney Juncticn Station inte the town when loden down with it
which becsme heavier with every step. I finelly found myself inm Porest Road
and ceught 8 'bua to Farkend, My bike followed me and arrived by train at
Parkend Goods Shed sbout & week later, (The Goods Shed which has baen
recently restored looks the some as it alwsye did - a long wooden budlding with
aliding doors.)

I woe met at the School by a Senior Student snd booked in and was
allocated a cubicle in the top dors with a windoew logking cut of thes front
of the building. Esch cubdcle had & single bed, a long nerrow cupboard and &
chest of drawers. A curbain mil ren elong the front of the cubicle with a
curtsin atteched - an eche of Womens Tisber Corp days. 1 met some of my
fellew students, unpacked snd chatted.

That avening the newly arrived astudents were $o1d to sees the notlece
board in the hall =3 instructions would be posted up on events to teke place.
I, together with meny others, resd the notices snd found we were expected to
pagemble in the hall aft %.00 pm for an evening welk, About 8 dozen of us -
the pullible ones, turned up snd wers met by two Smior Students vho sadd
we were t0 meet the Foreater Instructor at 10.30 pm at Parkhill, So off we went,
e tramped up through the Forest to Enockley snd then on to Perkhill Lodge
whare ¥Mr Tomgy Morgen 1ived. Me Morgon had an epple orchard end it was
very dark by thia tize ,,,. no sign of the Forester Instructor! It wos
enly then we reslised thot it wea 81l & great spoof, Some of the daring
imonget us plus the two Smicrs loanded up with apples untll the dogs aterted
ta bark, We beat a hasty retreat snd arrived back st the achool about an
hour leter - wowing to get even with the Beniers at & later date, Mr Holdane
was the Principal at thiz time with dr Wyndhem Arnott ss the Porester
Instructor, Later during the year Mr Haldane was sent north and was replaced
by Mr Gront. The Deputy Survevor st the time was Mr 8D, Hoplkinson, It was
the summer (bupuat) of 1942.

The Senior class oocupisd the bottom ond middle dormdtoriez snd the
Junior class the top. The Common Boom wis at the back of the Schosl md waa
used & great desl by the students, It had seme easy chairs, a fireplace
et aach and end p library of eorts = minly peperbecka. Around the wella
were hung the “chool photographs, These went right back to the stert of
the School in 1904 snd shawed avervone whe had attended the School over the



e R R R )

] R B ] N B e )

el

Bt R

L

years, We were 8ble to ildentify foresaters we knew or hed heerd of from
theas photographa.

Ales in the Common Room wina & large refectory tible made of oak which
hed been made by previgus students, Today thisz teblae is in the libwrary of
the Crown Qffice at Coleford.

I remember well using the Common Room at night - lighting s fire with
wood froz= the Log Boxes and teastlng brasd end chease and aitting sppund
varning with felleow students,

Tha pattesmm of treining was the same 25 it had always been - practical
work in the fopest for four days 8 week uwnder the mipervision of 2 Sendor
Student, with » doy's lectures or sometimes more when the waather wea bad.
{p & Priday aftermoon we oycled to Cinderford to the Deén Mining and
Technical College for instruction in surveying and levelling, The cyele ride
to Cirderford was usinlly along the Cannop Valley to the crosz roeds and
then up Speech House hill snd on inte Cinderford. Russells Inclosure was
sealed of £ with Aserican troops on puerd to prevemt entry., The inclosurs
was stacked with bonbs elong the interrmal rmeeds under the trees ond Quonset
huta were =seb out ad intervels, I we wers lucky, ot the bobtom of the
steep part of Speach Housae hill, an American lorry would be grinding up the
hill end you could heng on with one hand to the tailboard - letting go when
you reached the top of the hill., This asved much swent in pushing your bike
up the hill, Along the Speech House road were large water tanka end each
gntrance into the forest wiz senled of £ ond guarded. A large part of the
forest was a huge aracnal., Many of the Amerieon troops were btlack ind
belenged to o logistic regizent,

n Saturday momnings we cveled to Lydney Grammar Echocl for Botany
clagses wnder Mr Harold Jonss. After our Botany lessch we universally
rotired to the Bathurat Cefe in the High Street for » hot chocolate drink
before gyeling back te Schocl. The rest of Saturdsy whs yOUr OWn = A3 Wos
Sunday, Saturday sfterncen we played or watched football in Parkend or
Breem or Bhitecroft or Yorkley, and in the sumcer we played cricket. The
School ericket ground wos on the "rough grounds™ adjoining Whitemead Fark.
Thers wna 8 pavilion which hed been built by studenta snd & prectise
wicket which I helpad to lay.

Our lectures took plice in the librery which was & mom off the lower
dorm end which held apecimens in gless osses arcend the walls., The specimens
were of insects, geolopy, timber, atc.

Cur atandard work of reference wes "FPorestry for Woodmen" by
¥r C.0. Hanson snd tihls wes uwaed throughout the Course. Lectures wers given
by the Principal snd by Mr W. Amott togethber with visits fro= the Yeputy
Surveyor who telked on a variety of mubjects. Visiting lecturers rppeared
from time to time - ene of whom was Up R, Heil Cavystal. I heve a signed
copy of his book "Inzects of the British Weollanda™ to this aay.




Wy J.M.B, Brown alsc appeared from time $o time pnd wa wandered the woods
with him. Mr Wyndhao Amott slso conducted long instructive welka threugh
the Forest end I well remember such @& welk through the Kidmlls which had
not long been replanted with osk rnd was then about 3' - 4' high.

Exams took place st the end of each term and these were held in the lecture

room Ter weitten weork. Surveying md levelling exems werc set by the staff
at the Mining md Techniecal College, and Botany cwems by Mr Harold Jones.

Qur proctical work was structured to give as wide a range of practise
as possible. Ve spent time in planting in Churchill Inelosure - Pencing at
Brocley snd Hagshend, Seed Collection nt verious places snd weeding anywhere
and everywhers. Nursery work wes ot Hepshead under the watchful eye of*

Mr Bert Farry, md the wet weather shed hed corved or written inside it the
names of meny post students, We sowed oscorns md beech sced and mAny
conifera, @nd "lined out" md weedsd during the season,

Wie made trips to adjoining eéatates sand Forastoy Vemmisaion woods
and went down Princess Howal Colliery to see how pit props fnd timber was
used undergronnd.

Napshasd bird bex experiment had just been started and Dr Bruce Compbell
visited the school md telked about the experizent. Interested students
became invelved in putting up boxes, repairing boxes md recording durlng
the nesting season,

We oycled everywhere. There wag p "acheool lorry® but mest of tne time
me eycled. The lorry wae slways available for the fire fighting teom and
cerried beaters, an ecensionel knapsack sprayer or two and & large tank
full of water {(with mo top to it). Those of us detailed for fire duty
hod £o atay in or near the school in cpse of fire snd p 'phone eall umelly
mepnt & fire csll cut, Thers wng o siren in the hall md the orderly
officer would sgund this snd gather the fire party tegether. We would then
get on the lormy - kept near the school, =md be driven to the fire. Often
by the tize we got there we were goaked by water from the tamk but quickly
dried out when we gob to the fire. Tme flres remain in oy memory (from the
countless cnes we attended). One was 8 ground fire in an old gak felled
aven below Bres=m achopl mmd Council houses, snd the other 8 big fire at
Tintern Nevth near Trelleck, in conifer &' = &' tall., This was & wery
fiapce fire which burned for msny hours before it was finally axtinguished
with the aid ef forest steff, students snd the Apmy Fire Service. 1t =g
quite dangerous mt times end I remember having to retreat ss trees nearky
torched 1ike Bomen Cindles. Robbite snd cther small amimels ran undar our
Foet in panie = many of them on fire. We arrived back at sdosl axnausted,
blackenad mnd filthy.

On o Saturdsy night there was often & dance on in the Nemorial Hall
at Farkend. Thie was qulte popular with some studmts who, after a pint
or two at the New Inn or the Fountain, would pgo along to aniff cut the
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iccnl talent, The policemsn in the village at the tipe was F.CO. Carter

who weuld stand at the Hell door and coke sure thers wos no nonsense ardidee,
Anyone he found csusing s disturbance he would haul sutside to cool aff
before letting them back in agein. If there was o fight he would get the
contestents putside md tell them te fight it cut and when they had
finished he would let them in agsin,

The pubs open in the villege at this time were the Fountain, ths HNew Inn,
the Railwsy Inn and, I beliewe, the British Lion. The Rising Sun at Hoseley
Gresn wns very populer, especially en a hot day If we were weeding inysiers
nasry by,

We eut sendwiches every moming before we went out te work ... first
come Tirst served, Often breed with a lump of cheese which we tonated on
8 forked stick when we hed cur lunch bresk. We ste st night in the dining
room, during which we exchanged naws of the day. VheneVer anyome had &
birthday we all ssng "Wny wes he born ee besudiful; why wes ke born ot al1et
cte, ebi.

We hnd 8 mementous battle one night about 11.00 pm whon the top dorm
wne being raided by Seniors from below. We turred on the fire hoses and a
running battle ensued up and down the staira with evexyone goaked throagh
to the skin. Water ran everywhers - Jown the atniras to the dining mom.

It enly stopped when Mr Grant turned wp snd threatened gll sorts of dire
ponalties unless we stopped. The next day we hed to clear up end wers
given s terrific telling-off. We were o1l poenalised (ot least those who
could be recognizsed) through 1 can't remember what the pondlty wes now, It
wea cne holl of & battle.

There was mach friendly rivalry betwsen Seniors end Junicrs md meny
n joke pleyed on each ether .... 8 sheep in ctie"s cubicle or hens from
somewheral = pitprops, lumps of cosl nd so on. Cubaide the School, however,
the bonds were strong end whether Senier or Junier you stuck us for each
other, The "School" wea the ery which we a1l rellied to.

% hnd & School tie, & School badge, & blazer {for those who. wanted one )
and & Ychool Motto - "Sie Ves Hop Vebia" = ["For others not for ouraslves").
We wers proud of cur predecessors fmd of the School. ¥my of them worked
oversess pnd they tock the neme of the Deen Sehool with them. It waa
considered a privilege to have atiended the Dean Sehool snd the neme of the
School becnme knoem far énd wide.

He had & Sports Committee, an Editorinl Commities, o Echool Matron
(1eft over from when the Women's *isber Corps ocoupied the Schaol =t the
start of the werd, We had =n orderly efficer, » Scheol foremen and & great
ammse of comradeship, mll of which was broken up yetb agein in 1943 when

the School closed nt the end of the couras in July.

Many of cur Senlers were celled up snd went into the various Services.

Some wers unfit for militery service smd were posted out to F.C. Forests.

L
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One or two went on to take a degree in forestry at University. Some were
killed, snd sever2l never resumed their career in forestry after the war. 2

F 1 . 0 3 oy

s to us Juniors - a number of us were posted to Benmore School for our
second year 2nd the remainder went out to various forests or into the Services., s
U

When we left Benmore we were posted to Forestry “ommission forests, -

but only for a short time before entering the Services. .
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x,  GETFTERATON

FORESTER TERAINIMG SCHO{M.
PARKEND, GLOS

FIRET IMPRESSIONS

1 attended the Grst full course after the war ; 1946 « 1948, We were quite unlike the pre-war
stodents, being strectwise, mainly demobbed ex-semvicemen--average age about 300 There was very
little real fooestry background amongst us, Pre war students were much yoanger and frem Fopesty
lecations.

We bad sal a compalsory enfrance exam which puzzled os a little as it consisted of a general
knowiedge test with, as far as we could see, little beaning on growing trees. We had do identify a
mackintosh from a brand name{wel weather prodection perhiaps?), say how long a tank of water would
take to fll if it had a leak at the rate of a quarter the speed and capacity of the filling tap (fire
protecison perhaps with IO, second:hand equipment?), and o swork out the odds if five coins 1ossed in
the air of all or some of them landing the same way up{wel weather pastimes?) FEven the Daijly
Telegraph writer wondered what valoe all this could be 1o budding Foresters.  However we must bave
all passed for we were imstrocted to.report to Lydney Junction Station with personal, working and we

weather kit, plus bikes,

We assembled on the plaiform and were met by our future Principal and a devver : we loaded
out kit into the cx-army lorry and climbed aboard. The only seating was wooden benches unfived and
loosely ammanged.  Our bikes were lo follow later. The driver. 1o impress ws, gave his impression of
Stirling Moss and quite a lot of the journey was spent getling back up off the fAoor and righting the
lipped-up benches ; the road to Parkead has many tight bends,

We arrived in froat of a gaunt stone three-storey building ; this was a 40feat ex-iron works
with bare windows, bilious-green painted |, as were the doors, relieved only by a soperb cover of
virginia creeper in its full autumn colours.  We unlosded and were allocated our dormitories. 1 was
allocated ihe top dorm, which was located up a stone slaircase ; the room ran the whale lengih of the
building, and was fumished with about 10 iron beds and a bocker of sons by each one. There were 5
washbasins in a row, five fire-buckets, an alarm inangle and a beater,  There wis no ceiling as such,
Just the tiled roof with wooden beams as part of the construction.  Although there was a masive hot
waler pipe the length of the room, il needed a good stoker 1o get hot water wp tha high. Fosestry at
time was for ihe brave and bardy, at least we bad three anmy blankeis apicee.

Car dampened spirits were revived by the dinner gong and we trooped down 1o the dining
room 1o a very good and filling evening meal. We spent the rest of the evening, trying out the “local®
and prepared for sbeep.  Esch floor had a toilet on the staircase and with 10 to a Dosm and The
Fountains bitter ete, they were overworked. As we seiiled down it soon beeame evident whe (he
snofers were (and the farters) After some weeks one became accustomed 1o them,, bul nad the cald
water tank located in the raflers.  This re-filled al a rate of knots, and dise 1o the nights ablationss and
centinuaus bodlet use by three dorms and 28 men it would continue for some time and Gnally spraved




ihe lads beneath it when going (ull blast, Two or three rights of this and we arranged a rota to cdlimb
inta the roof, tie up the ball cock and untie i in the moming.  There were ocrasions when |, dus 1o
the early morming rush to gel a wash basin il was forgotten until the cold water taps started 1o dry up.
(Maybe the person who set the “pointless™ cxam question about the fank refilling wasn'l 20 daft afier
ally

Breakfast was st T3 and one soon pod wise io the imporianee of getting there early before
the tea and bread bad all been whipped sp.  We were required fo make our own sapdwiches for the
day and you were lucky if you salvaged three or four slices of bread.  The fillings usually comsssted of
brawn and liver sausage(otherwise known as donkey plonk).  After protests the brawn was taken off
the menu and replaced by checse{American style) which was marginally better,  Howewer, the
brenkfast was great ; eges, bacon and sausages, bread(if any left) and we were impressed by this, and
the evening meeal, especially as ratiening of feed was still going on ai this lime.

1 must mention the eook ol this poiol. He was a really lazy so-snd-so who had to be woken up
before breakfast could be staned, he did, however, prodece a pood evening meal,  Alas, all this was to
change,  After 2 week e had LI".'-Ed up the months rateons and we were in crizis. One of the
inslrschors was detailed 1o go o the Food Office to ask for supplementary rations.  He was a wily old
bird and had the School rescheduled as a catening establshment and was grven extra coupons.  Gone
were the slap-up beeakfasts and dinpers, gone loo was the cook, to be replaced by a local woman
whose speciality was stew and dumplings.  Ceene too was tbe donkey plonk, a5 this was on the
rationed [is, from then on it was slabe of obber digguised ae cheese, amd occazianally, Spam.  But we
survived.

The course members were divided indo two proups for pradiccal purposes and initinfly one
group did pradical work whilst the others had lectures or tours eie.  On a rots baso one man was
designated as Ordecly Officer for the week.  His duties were to be peneral dogshody, stoke the boiler,
@ high iren monster whose main m‘};ﬂmﬂ to be o go oul eegularly. 16 ran on coke only apd
needed very careful attention.  To keep it in overnight was a wery fine art and many momings saw a
lack of kot waler, which meant, except for the onwashed, nsng early 1o ged any bol water that was
available, His duties alse incloded drawing up the practical woek roster and secing that the students
going oul were up to time and had collecied and signed for the mecessary tools for the day : this also
produced a scramble to gel the best ooes Goum the store. Laler om a scparate sloreman was (o be
introduced whose job was o check the fools back in after work, The Q.0 had to linise with the
kitchen staff about sufficsent sandwich matenal, bul wnlike his previous counterpart had no say over
the meney available or the menu,  After the depamture of the cock a serics of malrons was
inrodeced; usually very attractive mid-twenties women, with seme of whom ladsons were enjoyed of a
pleaszni kind. usually known as “stoking the boilerSin the bodlerbouse or” inspecting the sickbay®,  All
pocd fan with nothing serions [ we were, afler all "matuee adulis’

Work was carmied oul ander fstruction on various beats in the foresl, ab a supposed piccewark
price charged 1o the forest in question,  The prices were wially =0 low as 1o be impossible far normal
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forest workers bul pebody really worried or fock mech notice.  The students wers pot paid for the
work dooe and the local forester had the work done for nothing.  There were a few exceplions when
the chagge was rexlly levied fo the bent,  Ome such job was acom eollecetion fer a cerlain Forester
kpiram a8 “The Lion Tamer” becagse of his hard shiny legrings, ferce mougtache and FAO. uniform he
abvays wore, 10 was school practice 19 have a 10 o'clock bresk and on one occasion we were all
sitting comfortably arcund the inevitable lunchtime fire, cheesed off with the monctony of scraiching
roand in wet beaves for acorns.  The “Lion Tamer™ came and old us we were silting down on the job
and we coald all clear off back to school and he wouldn®t pay us, oblivicus of the fact that we weren't
pald biz miseralle raics oarsebees.  We quickly upsticks and weni back o a free allerncon in the
comnenn room, bo be discovercd much later by ihe principal playing cands and showing naughey
pitlures on the cpidiascope.  We were handed out paper and told te copy out a chapler of HANSONs
Lk
Churchill Erclosore was allocated to the school for practical work and ficld exercises

Owir first effont was lo fell and clear a compartment of about ten acres, bum ihe lop fop, fence it and
finally plant it with & variety of speeics,  .The standing crop was 1840 oak aboul average 35 cubie fee
of imber. .We were armed with Tib axes, crosscul saws wedpes cic asd, after a very brief description
of how to prepare the stool th:H:::-: felling, told 1o I:lrj:l'n--l-- wilh abouat twelve pairs of fellers and not
really much wlea.  There were & few of us who had some expenience of felling and took ke lesding
roles. But soon trecs were falling in all directions, some splitling before they lefe the stump, and calls
of "TIMBER® saved many a pair working in too close proximily.  The only casualtics were a group of
the incvitable sheep who were chewing the bark of branches on the ground and some student's luncli
bage. There were two sheep fatalities which one of our number, an exgamekecper, offered 1o skin, eic
and hand the carcass over to the kitchen staff. - This seemed & good way to supplement our rations bat
the instructor wouldn't allow il 5o the foxes got a good meal.  In turning one bog a lad shipped under
it and broke or cracked a couple of nibs. The dector's treatment was to sirap the ribs up tightly, This
had the elfect of pushing his breasts up to a couple of bcups..  For days he was teased by people”
wanting to have a feel®  We undertook variows jobs in Churchill-many not very productive but it
exercived a few muscles and helped familiarise us with various leols,  We high-pruned some TOM. siika
sprece with a short ladder 10 get into the tree and & pruning saw. Mo real instruction was offered and
we just happily col away the dead branches. A cowple of the lads set about culling away from the
boltom branches, leaving only a short stump to stand on a5 they progressed up the tree.  Coming
down was a different matter and | clearly remember having to rescoe onc siudent who nat aaly had
cut off most of his escape route but became temitlficd of heights,  Safety belis or leg irons were
unbeard of in these days and it really 12 a miracle we had no one really hure,



The Dean School of Forestry 1904-54
By John F. Goodwin,

“Do they #till call you Fagin? He was an ex-student and of some years ago, but he
had some of my own students working for him and 1 relaxed only when he added, "
your job, 1 mean®,

Amyone connected with® The Dean® for a time soon learns some of the many and
varicd anecdotes. He will hear of one Instructor who never said “Stop”, but invariably
shouted "Halt", and another, from a harder country, would say with some emphasis "If
ye daunt’t like it ye can paack y'basgs an' awa’ doon the rroad”

QOf the students, § - the stories will never be all told, but one thing scems fairdy sure,
and that is that the first students worked. We hear of the men who walked great
distances and in all weathers for the instruction, and of course barksiripping was
abways done standing in those days and fourteen trees a day, mind!

Lrossip still ranges over the boxers, the fast bowlers and the Footballers that have
arisen and the cups that might have been won, Nowadays, you may say, things are not
what they were, particularly since the schoal has won the Dilke Memorial Football
Cup. This in ilsclf might be sufficient reason 1o trace out some of the stories of the
Past yoars

In previous issues of the Deansday Book Mr C.O, Hanson has written about the years

before the first Great War and Mr Hopkinson of the years immediately following that
War.

The former tells how the classes were held first in the Depuly Gaveller's Office at
Coleford, and then in a hut on the edge of the present Parkend Sports Ground,
before coming to th e present building in 1910, We also gather how difficult life was
for Mr Hanson and his students. Press reports of the time spent in the hut on the
green mention graphically the mice which scampered about the lecture room among
the men’s "tommy bags", many others pay vivid tribute to the muséum specimens
brought together by Mr Hanson,

It was necessary in those early days for the instructor to purchase coal to heat his
classroom, since no one clse thought it essential, It was also necessary for him o
teach the marking of thinnings in the most surreplitious manner since the then
Deputy Surveyor viewed any instruction in forestry of his subordinates with a very
jaundiced eye. In fact the School had a very unceriain future and many thought it
would only last for a few years. It is therefore a tribute to Mr Hanson and his pioncer
wark in those carly days that we are now able to mark the fifty years anniversary,
Without his perseverance, there appears every likelihood that the school would have
faded out after a very briel period.

Dwring the war period the buildings were wsed (o train Women Timber Measurers, a
use which was to be repeated during the Second World War. Once re-opencd the
school ran without interruption under a number of Instructors until Movember 1939,
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The original iron foundry had been made more presentable by the addition of the
present dining room ard the dormitory over it, together with the provision of an
internal staircase in 1914, All this time there was a primitive dormitory behind the
School but it was not until much later (1930) that the present Kitchen, offices and
classrooms were added. The latter were to be altered again later, so that they now
comprise & dormitory, billiard room and quict room. Mot long hefore the last war
(1937) the Common room was built and at the cutbreak of the Second World War
the school was well established with thirtynine students under an officer and one
forester instructor,

Mot only had the school grown in size but it's cestedents had built reputations
throughout the warld which now all others seck to maintain. The majority sought
forestry employment in the British Isles hut there have been a number from the
earliest days, who found their careers in the colonies and thesc mainly in East and
South Africa. Of those who did not continue in forestry very few admit regret of their
lime spent in the school.

For a period of nincteen months during the second world war the school re-opened,
Those men inherited the curtaing around the cubicles and the matron of the W.LA,
as well as the traditions ag well as the traditions of their predecessors. When it was
decided o close down once again in 1943 some of the Junior course were sent to
Benmore. To Dean men for many years this has been "the other place” and of much
later but nevertheless honourable foundation. The school was then transformed, if
such a thing were ever possible, by our American friends into a Loeal Army
headquarters, for the added joy of the local ladies and the care of much ammunition.

The opening course in 1945 was made up of a number of Benmore students togcther
with some Dean men whose courses had been interrupted by the war.

In recent years the pre-war numbers of 39 have risen Lo 57 and to accommodate them
an old classroom and the billiard room have been converted inte dormitories. At the
same time huts used during the war by Colonial Forestry units in Seotland have been
made into lecture rooms and Tool Stores (1948). These are on the site of the “tump"”
associated with the old iron foundry. With the increased numbers the previous
instructional staff has been doubled and the domestic staff now numbers nine,

Steps back into history have been taken; the old heating system again proved
inadequate and that has now been made good. The fire escape has again provided an
outside staircase- not for prowling students, who now are all abed at an early hour, to
dream of the forays of their student ancestors in Yorkley, Sling and Whitecroft. (It
will be appreciated that as with all historians it is extremely difficult o dissociate
onesell from the current events),

While all these building alterations have been taking place the Sports Field has been
developed. A number of trees were felled and and the cricket sequare was Iaid in 1935,
Druring the war a Pavilion was built and a grass practice wicket laid. In 1950 a
concrete wicket was laid down, while for the last lwo years improvements have been
cominued in order to get the football and ericket pitches together in the same field.



There are many things which make ep the traditions and name of the Dean School of
Forestry., Firstly its reputation now rests firmly on the achievernents of past students.
Mot only those who have risen to the heights but also the numerous foresters who
have rendercd faithful service o the cause of foresiry throughout the world., Many
are the student stories of escapades of work and of the eating facilitics, in spite of
which there are many men who speak of their two years as "the happiest of their
lifes™, this of course may well be associated with the high percentage of students that
have married Dean girls.

In addition o the full time instructors there have been long associations with local
Schools. The Mining and Technical College at Cinderford was helping the elementary
maths in 1926 and it was about that time too that Harold Jones first taught Botany.
Many students have warm memorics of Mr Jones and the older ones will be plad to
know that he still teaches at the school and still adds twists of his own to what could
be a staid syllabus. It is pood to know that Harold’s attachment to the school is
stronger than ever and that many more sudents will gain from his tuition, his frendly
advice and help.

Having used the students as guinea pigs in the preparation of "Insccts of the British
Woodlands™ and beginning an association with the school in the carly thirties- largely
due o his frend R.G.Broadwood- Dr. R.MN.Crystal has long been associated with
instruction in entomology, Many have carried an interest in insects and, more
impertant, in good forestry together with sharpened powers of observation from this
renowned instructor. Many o can ell of "Balustrus® and the bay from Nagshead
nursery and,by this and other stories, feel that they have been in contact, through Dr
Chrystal, with a host of personalities who once occupied the forestry stage. What is
the direction of M. minor mother-galleries?

It is now some ten years sivwT. F.Peace first lectured at the School and he with many
others have continued in recent years to give the students expert tuition in specialised
ficlds beyond the normal syllabus,

Centered as it i5 in a district containing many fine examples of private forestry, the
Scheol has buill up a2 number of valuable associations. Tours have been made to a
few cstates cver since the Scheol frst opened and to them and many others of more
recent acquantance, we owe a great debt.

Toe successive Deputy Surveyors, District Officers and foresters of the Dean and
Tintern forests and more recently those in charge of State forests in South Wales and
South West England also we owe our gratitude. It is a great help to find such ready
co-operation and such interest in the training of men, often coming from studenis of
former years.

The Deputy Surveyors of the Forest were, to a large extent, in charge of the School
until the formation of the Education Branch alter the last war. They have encouraged
it with enthusiasm even though they appear from time to time as the fount of
discipline, except on that cecasion when Lord Lovat came in 1926,
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Whalever influence has been exerted over the School by a succession of Deputy
Surveyors, thev have by their differing practices.oroduced an area difficult to better
for basic forestry training.

The results may be seen of Hill's Working plan prescriptions under Bavlis and of the
involved felling systems of Osmaston. The latter too. introduced conifers on a large
scale: among the most interesting of which are now the Thuia plicata mixtures. These
and many others (Conifer hardwood mixtures of Young. the oak mixtures of
Guillbaud and Sessile oak with larch groups of Wylie) are here to be compared by the
students.

The course of instruction has. in much the same way as the work of successive Deputy
Surveyors. varied with the current fashions around the basic theme of Silviculture,
Protection. Mensuration and Records. It will look back with envy to the times when a
paylist and cash account were the only records. it is probably because we are now in a
phase when everything must be measured. assessed and analysed. given a code
number and entered on several forms. Perhaps the Oak P.48 Cockshoot will rival the
Oak P.06 Knockalls. but other students and other instructors will discuss those things
as they stand briefly aside from a world of even more records and even larger office
staffs. 1 wonder if they will be like the students of 1912 of whom the Stroud Journal
said. "Their faces are intelligent and their bodies well knit" Mine are...... mostly.

D&AN.  EX. SNIofs (987
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Dean School Jan-March 1953

We continued instruction as at Lynford but we had more oulings o estates and
processing factories. Again we had a mixed bag of students from the other schools
plus the resident juniors. The school is deseribed elzewhere,

As a former draughtsman [ was given the job of tracing each contour of a large scale
map of the Forest of Dean. These contours were glued to plywood {made in a local
factory} and cut up by the estate carpenter 1o make & three dimensional model of the
Forest. The Forest is in the shape of a saucer. [ never siw the finished result and
don’t know what happened to it 1 also used my drawing ability to survey an area
adjeining the school which was being leased by the FC to the local scouts,

Being a fire danger period we had to man a mobile fire pump. 1 was on duty once
just as we were sitting down to the cvening meal and we were called oul 1o a fire at
Tintern, some miles away, We rushed out there and found the firc was a stake along
the railway had caught fire and bumnt a square yard of grass. When we returned aur
cvening meal was still on the table waiting for us, stone cald.. It wis still better than
the food we had at Lynford.

Another call came when 1 was in the bath, | protested and a good soul stood in for
me.

As part of the end of term exam we were taken to some bare land with an outline
map. The morning we did this there was a dense fog and visibility was about 10hyds.
As the area was about 10 acres it made the Job a bit difficult. At 120-clock when we
finished, the fog suddenly cleared and we saw our project for the first time, 1 did well
at this being told it was a good working plan.

We also did a tree analysis which 1 found very interesting,

At the end of term, just before the end of term cxam we were released from fire duty
and went to the local pub. | was fed with the local cider (scrumpy) and was in apoor
state. 1 was conducting the choir on the dormilory stairs. The exam was an Menday
and we should have been revising on Sunday but my hcad and body ached zo 1 did
none. 1 did well at the exams and was near the top of the class.

Pwo events I remember at the Dean. We were visiling a private cstate and stopped Lo
look at a pile of oak logs. The owner asked how much ji was worth. Having had some
dealing with small oak logs | said half a crown a hoppus foot which was correct- 1o
the surprise of my fellow students.

On another visit we were walking through a private estate. [ was talking to my friend
Pete Pritchard and we gradually lagged behind, The party ahead of us stopped and
wailed for us. 1 was told Iater that the instructor, Mr Lecfe, said, "we'll cately these
Lynford boys". There was a long slim , smooth barked log on the edge of the ride.
The question was, what species is this log? We didn't know! It was a cherry log. We
kepl up well with the party for the rest of the day.

Another little triumph I remember at Lynford, 1 acted as forest clerk at Hemsted
Forest in Kent before going to Lynford scheol. One of the instructors asked us how
much fire protection cost and 1 told him 3/-d an acre which was correct at the time.
We then returned to Lynford for the last term. Al the last exam | was in the top
three.

[ was posted to Arundel Forest in West Sussex as an ex-schoal ganger where I stayed
for Tycars.

HEHRY SMiTH
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Dean Forester Training School, 1954 — 1956

In September 1954 1 left my employment at Kennington and set ofT for Farkend by rail
complete with bigyele, which was stipulated as a required piece of cquipment. My first
encounter with a fellow student was when [ met by chance with Don Heber on the train. 1 was
slightly disturbed 1o find that he already had a degres in Economics, or was it Mathcmaties?
Inr either case it raised some disquict in my mind as to the company | maght be in for the next
two years. Al Lydney | mel my second fellow stwdent, Malcolm Sherwood, an ex-Welsh
Guardsman, dressed in o ginger coloured Harmis Tweed suit with all manner of photographic
equipment draped nbout his person.

We were collected | think by lorry for the journey up threugh the forest via Whitecrofi to
Parkend. The School, a tall, rather gaunt, ereeper-¢lad building scered to dominate the centre
of Parkend adjacent to a level crossing. We were shown to our dormitories via dark stone,
stairways with iron bannister rails. Malcolm Sherwood and [ were 1o be in the same dormitery
next 10 the snooker room, The dermilory was quite o large and lofly room panitioned off to
ke a number of bedspaces totalling six or cight as for as | can recall. Steve Vine, the third
fellow student | met, shared the same dorm. and was already installed on our arrival. 1 well
remember, o5 1 unpacked and organised my new bedspace, fecling further disquict as Steve
refated that he owned a full set of Forestry Commission Publications and that he had read
thern all!

We very quickly settled into the reutine of the place and got 10 know other members of our
wear, twenly=four in all, and the members of our senior year. The [wo years were very
different in that many of our senior year had served with the armed forces for seme years
including war years and s a consequence The average age and range was considerably greater
than cur 1954 year. One group of three senier studems celebrated their combined 1007
hirthdtay which to me, at not leng gone twenty, seemed almost well into middle age. Apart
Frean Moel Davenport, a Senior Student who had presumably not done National Service, [ was
the youngest in the School and the aldest stademt must have been approaching Tforly or oven
older. Practical experience had been in all sections of the forest industry including Forestry
Commission, Private Estates, Comteactors and Sawmills, almest entirely in the southern half
of England and Wales from Yorkshire souwth. This very wide base of experience was
invaluable when shared during bectures, discussions and when working in the forest, to the
greater benefit of all,

Buildings.

The main building, which had previously been part of an old iron foundry, was four story and
contained living accommadation for about fifty students en the top three floors, | believe the
snooker room and my first dorm, were on the seeond floor. The ground floor was devoted o
offices, & kitchen and dining room, built an af the rear. Criber buildings a1 the rear were the
beailer roam (solid fael) and the stodents” comman room with an office at one end where the
duty studert admin, officer worked. Further back on higher ground adjacent 1o the railway
#1o0d a large bam used for gate making. All these buildings except the bam are still much as
they weee in 1954 externally. The barn has been removed and the site incorporated into the
garden of what was the Schoal House on the comer by the level crossing.

Twao waoden lecture huts were situated within casy walking distance on the right hand side of
the road 10 Whitecrofi just beyond 1he quite large garage which housed the Schoal vehicles.
All theee buildings still exist looking exactly as they did almost 50 years ago except pechaps
the hedges along the front are rather taller.




Course wark

The course was very much geared to prastice and technique rather than scademic study. Four
days a week were devated to practical werk with lectures all day Wednesday and Saturday
maorning. Evening classes were arranged in woodwork and First Aid but | believe this may
have been confined to the first year.

Practical work

The Forest of Dean being an historic forest of great age and managed for timber production
aver centuries, with s commoners’ rights and free mining, all combined to provide a unique
warking cxperience with great vanety,

Mormally three gangs went out by lorry each day te work all over the forest by amangement
with Beat Foresters. Where the work site was close by, bicyels would be used. All the
sperations normal to the Dean were included. There were three nurseries: Mags Head, Yiney
Hill and Yew Tree Brake {YTE) and | belicve The Purples, but that might have been purcly
Research.

In our first year | remember spending many days on stesp ground al Bishops Wood clearing.
fencing and planting a very intricate mixture of Western Red Cedar and cak in squarcs with |
think inervening rows of pure Western Red Cedar. All operations were cowered including
weeding, cleaning, brashing, thinning and felling. Tarilfing was in the process of being
introduced and we were 1o be amang the first "experienced” students with knowledge of the
system to leave the schoeol,

I remember brashing in snew not far from the school rear *The Barracks” in Lawson Cypress.
Our gang had a difference of opinion with Stan Betterton over what constituted wet time. The
consensus sladent view was that it was too wet to work. Mot surprising &% one of our number,
C1iff Edwards, had come from Thetford where he claimed wet time was defined as “two spols
of rain on a fag paper in two minutes"! As | remember it Stan was pol convinecd, suggesting
snow could be brushed off and we continued working. Thinning and felling was still done
using bowsaws and cresseut saws for larger conilers and oak. Hardpoind bowsaw blades were
yel 1o come so saw sharpening both for bowsaw blades and crosscuts figured in tool
maintenance instruction,

| remember with mixed feelings a sizeable area of quite large diameter chestnut coppice on a
steep bank that we wers sent to fell using 71b felling axes only. The view then was that felling
by axe was essential for the future wellbeing and long life of the remaining stool. We did
have a very early JOBU ehainsaw on trial but | remember many problems, not least stripped
teeth on the drive sprocket which did not encourage its continued use. 1t may well have been
inended only to be used for cross culting in place of bushman saws,

One operation which was probably unique to the Drean by the early fifties was bark siripping
mature ank for use in leather tan yards. Mature aak stands due for felling were selecied for
stripping in the spring. The season was very sherl; a tree would strip today but not tomorrow
of the reverse 5o timing was crucial. The bole was stripped first in large sheets wsing a felling
axe 1o cut-mark sheet edpes, n peeling spoon and a peeling spade. Omee the bole was stripped
the tres wis felled and the remainder siripped out 1o about three inches diameter. This
continued for as long as the season lasted, which would pormally be no mare tham a fow
weeks, A straight pole would be mounted in twe forked supports, one each end aboul eightecn
inches from the ground and the bark stacked ngainst the pole on either side. The stack would
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then be capped using the larger sheets from the bole and larger branches, Once complete the
ciacks were left 10 dry where they would be collected by the tan yard,

This was o task that most students enjoved, not least because of the memory of the good days
when o tree ran well and the bark peeled off in three o four sheets, some five 1o 2ix feet long.
Foresters who had been felling all their lives would strip the tops standing to save time in the
wery shorl season, thus maximising bark production and earnings, [t fell 1o my log 1o be felling
some large oak eighteen months after being stripped standing with a crosscut saw, which |
clearly remember as being very hard going.

In much of the forest the Enclosures were aften surrounded or bordered by commoen grazing
cansisting of apen scrub with large arcas of gorse and bracken. Fire at times of dry weather
was a corstant hazaed and the School provided regular caver as a centre with Duty Offecer
and 1eams on standby. [n the event of a fire, duty students were summoned from all corners of
the village by a hand wound World War 1 siren and transported to the fire in the back of a
lorry eomplets with beaters and 8 portable Hathaway Water Fump.

There was a Dean Research Scction based st Whitemead Park with Frank Thompson the
forester in charge. They drew on students for assistance with work on ficld experiments
throughaut the Dean and further aficld, Dennis Watking, a jovial and very large, geod-natured
native of the Dean, was the Ganger and must have been well known to large numbers of
students over the years. Gordon was also on the stafl but his surname eseapes me. Trips out 1o
work with the research team made a welcome change from normal work routing providing
added variety and cxperience.

The School had a vegetahle garden complete with greenhouse situated adjacent to the house
in Whitemead Pork. Students did the work, providing fresh vegetables for the School knchen
with “Buck™ Hollis supervising. Mot all students had the same degree of interest or aptitude
for gardening and there were those whe suggesied o degree of disparity in the allocation of
gardening duty, One student when detailed 10 harvest some rhubarb, clesr cut it with a reap
hook, much to the dismay of Mr. Hollis, Needless to say this student was not at the top of the
list for future garden duties. There was one distinet advantage o working in the garden. It was
adjncent 1o the Rescarch effice and Shirley James the cleck would provide coffee at intervals
through the day, a bonus not provided elsewhere, Shirley married John Everard, a student
1955-57 who eveniually refurned to succeed another student, Tony Joslin as Deputy Surveyor
in the Dean, Both ending their service in that pesition,

Dpportunities for work during wet time were limited almost cotirely 1o the manufacture of
gates in the barn or *Chippy Shop® as it was known. Again those students with a known
ability for carpentry found themselves making gates more often than others, Birch fire beaters
were another product made at the start of the fire season but behing beaters were already
superseding the birch madel,

Lectares

These were given by John Goodwin who was the Principal. His subjects were Silviculture,
Choice of Species, Gealogy and Soils. John Leefe (Jack or Twiggy) covered Mensuration and
maybe Utilisation and Forest Botany and Stan Betterton Mursery Management and Records.
“Buck™ Hollis os MHead Forester covered Protection and amy other of the more practical
aspects. On Saturday momings ot Lydney Grammar School a Mr. Pitt covered Meteorolagy
ard Surveying while Harald Jones 1ok Botany and Timber Technalogy.

Haoreld Jones had taught generation upon generotion of students including Jehn Goodwin the
Principal and is [ am sure remembered with affeetion by 21l He saw the best in everyone and




his obvicus enthusiasm for his subjects combined with his tot2l confidence that all his pupils
would pass with flying eolours dared anyone to fail, which very few did.

Mo doubt we all remember amusing inerludes during lectures; Jack Leefe's demonsiration of
the “'Tween Legs” method for measuring the height of a tree comes readily to mind! The
lecturers were given a pretty hard time en occasions, particularly by older members of cur
Senior course, but | am content in the belief that between them they gave us a very sound
grounding for our careers in forestry.

Tours

These were regular features of our curriculum, with visits erganised (o areas within the Diean,
Forestry Commission forests outside the Dean, varicus Private Estates and utilisation 1ours,
Dur tour 1o Dunraven Forest, now Coed Morganwwg, 8 well remembered. [t was November
59 and poured with rain all day, We travelled down to Sowth Wales through the rain and

at an area of ploughed mollinia bog with minute siika sprece sticking out at intervals,
The only sign of [ife we saw was o planting gang sheltering in an open-cnded eormugated iron
elephant hut with bits of hessian partinlly covering sach end. A smouldering fire produced
copious volumes of pungent smoke, On our way home we called in at Tair Onen Nursery, the
largest in the Forestry Commission at that time, at something in excess of one hundred aeres.
Az we travelled back in the rain waiching the odd dampencd benfire and occasional firework
| am certain we swore 1o a man we would refuse any posting to South ‘Wales!

| found the utilisation tours 1o be panticularky enjoyable with visits to Humley Manor Estate
owned by major C.P. Ackers, the author of ‘Practical Brilish Foresiry”. Others ingluded
Wowells of Ashleworth, where we saw chipboard cofling for cremations, venesred with
quartered Plane {lacewood) which scemed an odd choice of use for such an atiractive timber,
Burt Boulton Telegraph Pole Depot, Morelands Englands Glory Match Factory and the
Permali Factory, both in Glovcester. Permali was a beech weneer based homogeneous
substance bonded by resin and heat used for silent running gears and many other specialist
uses. Loeally of course was Parkend Sawmill, at that time partly owned by the Foresiry
Commission which gave an insight inlo typical estate sawmilling. Bill Dorrington, a bocal
stwdent from Cinderford, had worked there prior (0 entry 1o the school with our year, My
impression was that our tours were more comprehensive than any of the other schools due to
the geographical position surrosnded by a wide range of foresiry, species and wood-using

enterprises,

Damestic Arrangpements

The matron, Mrs, Stratford, a formidable but kindly lady, managed all these matters with a
stall of local tadies of wide ranging age from Leenagers 10 some ladies who seemed to me o
be well past retirement age. We were reasonably well fiod, with plain but adequate fare
supplernented by fresh vegelables from the Schoal garden. A substamial breakfast started the
day with provision for making sandwichis when working out. T recall that chaice of sandwich
filling was frequently limited to beetroot, which I liked, and peanut butter, which [ disliked.
Wagon Wheels, a largish chocelate covered biseuit, featured frequently too. The main meal
was at about 5 o'clock in the evening. Weekends [ believe were different in that the main
meal for those in residence was at midday. Healthy appetites led to the occasional Bate
evening raid on the kitchen and larder by some, particularly after a night out!

The building was ¢lean and tidy gencrally, not a mean achievement, but Mrs, Stratford was
quick to 1ake issue with owners of uMidy bed spaces, [ remember one of cur junior course,
Drickie Vine, who kept an arsenal of oels and teol boxes under and around his bed, a maiter
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of considerable and engoing annoyance for the matron and ler staff, Digk Beech ihe
boilerman had a liking for the add pint, the effect of which was somelimes evident al work, o
situntion not totally to the liking of Brs. Stratfond.

All students were expected to live in including the relatively few who were married, This was
a major contentious jssuc regulorly taken wp by the student body wath the Forestry
Commissicn. 1L was nol reselved in our time bul seme margied stodents did have their wives
living locally while still mainaining their accammadation at the school, albeit seldom wsed.

Stan Betterton lived in the School House on the corner and Jack Lecefe lived up the hill bul
both were seldom seen out of hours unless a problem arose. Yery oecasionally high spirits
would get a litke out of hand particularly ot term end. Perhaps the worsl 1o oocur was the use
of fire hoses strategically placed about the building, mainly near staircades. These were Slane
ard the bannister cast iron 20 little permanent damage could result, Unfortunately thers was a
nine inch well in the entrance hall at the base of the stairs, | well remember Jack Lecle
standing ankle decp in water at Alan Kissock’s cibow as he jelied a hose wp the stairwell,
making the comment, “1 think that's just about enough, Kizsock'.

Social activitles

Generally studems became invalved both in Parkend and the surrcunding,  villages.
Foatballers, cricketers and rughy players joined local teams and in some years the Schoal
fielded its own teams playing in local leagues,

Local pubs including The Foumain, known as “The Drums® for some unknown reason, and
the Mew Tnn at Parkend together with the Miners Arms at Whitecraft were favourite walering
habes, Seatlish dancing wilh the Sanzen Bakers at Whilecroft Park most Saturdoy evenings
was popular with & number of students aver quile a few years,

In 1955 our year continued with past practice in erganising a Grand Fele Day on the playing
field 1o paise fands Tor student amenities. As a member of the fete committee | remember the
day and the lead up 1o it as being very busy and quite coslly resulling in rother less
eontribution to the funds than hoped for! Mevertheless the Fele appeared 1o be enjoyed by
quite n number of people who attended. We also organised an Annual Students’ Ball, held in
the Tawn Hall in Lydney. The hall was decorated with foliage incleding the Sehicol Badge set
oul in sitka spruce seedlings = o novel bul nat particularly attractive device in relrospect,
These associntions with the wider communily nol surprisingly resubled in quite a few students
meeting ond marrying local girle.

We were paid 3 weekly allowance of just over £2, not a great deal but tuition and bodging was
pravided free. As the vast majesity had no independent means we were generally all in the
samc boat, permanently hard up. I don't remember this being a significant problem although
for married students with familics it must have been extremely difficull, Some of my year
supplemented iheir income by edd jobbing in the village and surreunding district. A group of
four or five undertook 1o hand weed an agricultural crop. They ended up with lingers so badly
swollen that they were unable to work for a number of days, a siluation severely Trowned
wpon and deemed to be *self inflicted injury™!

Local Scrumpy Cider wae § old pence a pint and fairly strong stufl 1oo, s0 one way and
ancther mast scemed able 1o achicve o reasonable existence, Perhaps the lack of funds was
mast evident in the general standard of dress which was for most very basic warking gear for
mast of the time. However, there were exceptions. GeofTrey 51 John Bland Flage, ene of our
seniors, was always very well urned out, complete with immaculote WVellschoen boots, He
also had a sparkling brand new and very large felline axe which during the first few days of

our year he buried in his foot, ruining the boet ino the bargain, a nost unfortunate experiense
for one who later became a3 Work Study Practilioner.
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Finally it was time 1o return do the Dean Tor our final vear. afler 3 memorable =i weeks in
Argyle which was remarkable for the weather, itz fnterest and our enjoyment, Our final year
passed much as the frst, with just a few differences, Our juminr year was markedly younger
than we were overall. Alse during the year three white Rhndesians Joined the junior eourse,
Thiz I believe may have been the starl of ongoing practice for students, both white and more
commonly as years passed, black sludem foresters from Alrican countries partscularly, 1o
spend some time al the Dean Schoal, While the white Rhodetians were in residence we were
lold thal some black Migerians were (o spend six weeks a1 the School, This was ol weell
received by the Riuslesians who threatencd to relisse 1o mix bul it was made very clear thal it
wihd be they who would have to move sul In the event all was well,

Final exams came and wenl with a final interview wilh e Chiel Education Officer,
(.12 Rouse. Most but not all of our original number passed aut successiully, A lad named
fackson lel early due to back problenis. | remember he was wearing o corsel an arrival which
seemed 8 major disadvantage and diffiexty. Don Heber lefl | think befare e end of the fiest
year. e seemed 1o be o square pep from the aulsel and had varions "disapreements’ with
s1all. As far as | can recall, Owen Bradiey may have opted oul after the frst year and Chriz
Ogilvie | believe filed to pass oul. The remaining iweny successfully completed the course
anel ehdained their Forester's Cerlificale. Some wenl abroad to New Fealand g5 had a number
of aur senior course. Others wenl to work for the newly formed companies such as E.F.QL,
Fountain Forestry and TilldlL Some worked an private estates and of the ol of twenly who
qualified, twelve chese to work for the Forestry Commission. Regrettably Dave Ayers
conlracled beukaemia and dicd carly on while working at Savernnke in his home county, As 1o
the rest. like e they worked for the Forestey Commission For the rest of their working lives

in various jobs throsghout the country and hopefully like me are happily enjoying their
refiremeenl.

Chver 18 exislence from 1904 1o 1970 the Dean trained successive generations of foresters
who logether must have made a massive comtribulion in crealing and managing our national
Forest Eslate, bolh Private and Foresiry Commission, A friend who lives nea rhy retired here
from Africa where he managed colfee estates, e lold me that many of the best foresters he
met had trained ot the Dean and all were Grst class snooker playess.

LIn o visil to Parkend 1o attend the 2000 reunion, | found that the old eyele shed remaing much
a3 it was in 1956 when | lefl, wilh ane notable exceplion. AL thal time, painted on the reof in
huge letters, was the phrase, “Is more than a Job, il"s 0 way of life”, which remains as rue
today as it was in 1950 when | first heard it from Bill Ciray nt Kenningian,

Barry Griges, Dean Forester Tralning School, 0541956
Miestelford, Norfofk, 2000,
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DEAN 3CHOOL OF FORESTRY 1962 -1964

John Hunt, David Hendrie,Jan Keen,Bruce Uglew, Roy Baldwin, Bill Baron, Dave
Watls, Mick Richards, Paul Reynolds, Tim Laker, Dive Yearsley, Pat Welton.

Bill Barton left the course half way through.

Roy Baldwin broke his arm {wrist) and left for that year and returned with =111
Junors.

The remaining 9 passed the course plus the Wood Science exam. Ciold Rivet Tim
Laker.

Dhring our time the school was populated by aboul 60 students in total. The previous
courses had been larger,but the reducing numbers were made up by training forestry
students from Africa,

The instructors in my time were John Goodwin, Geoff Waygood, John Inckinzson,
Tohn Miles, Tony Joslin. Botanist Harold Jones {(green hair fame) from local school,
Cook Cath Blueit.

Driver Ted.

We were al the Dean when the first chainsaws were being introduced in this country
50 our training included the sharpening of all hand tools including cross cut saws. By
the time we finished our course cross cuts were hanging on pub walls and chainsaws
were in full use. Four pound axes were considered to be light weight but lighter axes
for snedding soon gave way to chainsaw snedding as the saws got lighter and casier 10
handle.

Maost of the memorics of DFTS days are the antics students got up to outside the
general curriculum.

There were several regular activities that students competed with each other to
exlremes. A student was required to collect the cook from Lydney each moming to
cook breakfast, the challenge was, to drive so fast that the ook refused 1o be 3
passenger with you thus saving the carly start. Cath Bluelt refused o go with Pat
Welton, he achieved his goal.

Afler a night on the beer it was traditional to have a water fight on the landing stairs
and hall eventually getting to 2 pitch where the fire hose was unleashed on any
unsuspecting student returning from a night out.

One night the local constable was passing on his bike and stopped outside because of
the noise of warfare. He shouted up at the building for us all to be quict as we were
disturbing the village. A bucket of water was immediately emptied out of the window.
"You missed®, he replied and cycled on his way. As long as the mess was cleared up
before the morming the stafl wurned a blind eye to these antics, The picture of Dave
Yearsley with the Jarge squeegee mop shooting a wave of water aut of the front door
at 2 in the morning without a stitch on remains in my MEmery.

Each week a nominated student had certain duties to carry out around the building,
locking wp, ete. The main duty was 1o keep the boiler going, which heated (he schoal
and water, This duty was taken very seriously and the challenge was to see if we could
gel the temperature gauge off the clock. The story gocos thal a person called Noot
once got the boiler vibrating on its stands and we were contemplating evacuating the
building.
As each group of students returned from the puby usually starving, the first duty was
to break into the kitchen which was locked securcly, then into the food store which
was also sceure, All available food was fajr game, midnight fry ups, ete. A fow slices




of meat off the bottorn of the cooked ham for (he nexl day. By the time all the
students had returned the joint looked quite a lot smaller than it had been when it
came out of the oven,

Lifc in the dormitorics waz a bit spartan, each studemt had a pit which housed his
bed,wardrobe and small bedside unit, Each pit was separated by a wooden partition
with the feot of the bed at the alleyway down the centre of the dorm. Some muscle
bound seniors, Dave Lyons, Bill Williams maybe, on their return from night out had
a "bail the juniors session’ and running down the dorm would theow the foot of the
occupied bed up in the air so the bed ended up vertically against the wall with the
eecupant trapped,

There was always a shortage of cagh, transport and clean clothes. | remember the
question from someone getting ready for a date,” has anyone gat any clean
underpants®. No response,pause, has amyone gol any underpants they've only worn
ance?

Certain cooks had a reputation for spoiling geod food and Cath Blueit’s solid fricd
vggs were like shoe leather, on the countdown to the last 100 diays an egg was pinned
o a chart each day on the wall at the end of the dormitory,

End of termjyear pranks were infamous. The Magpole was removed and hidden
behind the common room, then some pit props in descending sizes were pecled,
painted white and laid out on the front lawn with litthe heaps of sawdust between
them. When John Goodwin arrived in the morning, being short sighted, he easily
came W the conclusion that the Nagpole had been sawn up on the lawn.

The end of year photos one of our seniors, Mickey Pratt, was wearing a cap, John
CGoodwin said to him,” | hope you will remove that cap for the photograph Praw®,
Mickey replied and when we were all facing the camera he took off his cap to reveal
his shaven head, very daring in those days, not uncommon today.

Stories of [ate years come to mind;

The year they re-assembled a MeConnel cireular saw and lefl il running in the
building.

The year they wrned the lorry round in the shed so it faced across the building and
could not be driven out,

The year they put strips of twilet puper across the level erossing which pave the
appearance that the gates were closed.

When Peter Noot, Bruce Uglow and Tan Keen felled a large Douglas Fir dircetly on
fa the pewer lines putting 10 poles out of alignment and cutting power to the village
for some hours and ruining Mr Goodwin's dinner in the oven.

Of the 13 students on our ceurse, 11 completed and passed in 1964, 6 worked for the
FCand now in 2000 1 am the only FC employee remaining.

Peter Noot Woodlands Officer, Fast England.




DEAN SCHOOL OF FORESTRY 1965-66.
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The Forestry Training School Parkend by Jan Waygood
Lydney Observer Friday March 25th 1966

Well known to most residents of the Forest of Dean in the tall
creeper clad building in the village of Parkend which houses the
oldest Forester Training school in Britain. Founded in 1904, classes
were originally held in the Deputy Gaveller's office in Coleford, then
in a hut near the present pavillion of the Parkend Cricket Club. In
1912 the school moved into the present building which had been
converted from an iron works and full time residential courses began.
The first course consisted of eight men and this gradually increased
over the years and the average number nowadays is around 40.
During the last ten years the approach to training has changed
radically from the traditional form of instruction in which separate
subjects appear regularly in the timetable and are studied in isolation
from each other. The new method which could be called
revolutionary to many people in this field, have arisen from research
at home and from visits of Mr Goodwin and other Forestry
Commission Officers abroad- particularly in Holland and Sweden.
Living conditions too, have improved tremendously over the years-
particularly since 1964 when the stable-like dormitories were
transformed into study bedrooms to the astonishment of visiting
ex-students who attended the school in more rugged times. The most
interesting room in the school and the focal point for visitors is the
common room, the walls of which are lined with photographs of each
course since 1907,

The time spent at the "Dean" is locked back on with affection by
Foresters working in all parts of the country and overseas- many
indeed have married local girls and thus have additioal ties with the
Forest of Dean. Over the years the Dean Forester Training School
has played a vital part in the development of Forestry and with it's
modern approach to raining it is obvious that it will continue to do
50 now and in the future. Sadly the school closed in 1971

29th June 1971

The Forestry Training School closes today and a programme of
events was organised to run from Tuesday evening until Frday
morning to which Foresters from all parts of the country are
returming for a last nostalgic re-union at the school where they
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received their training.

As the years went by, particularly after the last war when the need to
train foresters was very greal, several more schools were opened
which have all been closed duning the last ten years, it seems right
that the one which has outlived them all should have been the Dean-
the first to be opened.

But the decision that the Ministry of Education, rather than the
Forestry Commission, should now assume responsibility for the basic
education of all foresters means that after 67 years of invaluable
work it too must close.

FAEFARING Fof T™E Scheol 1912




