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THATCHING COSTS F.X.50
CULBIN
Total Area Thatched 26l acres
Labour Costs Par jora
Cutting £9;: & 5
Jragging 4 wen 2/3d per hour per load 61 15: =
Loading - Lorries and Tractars
3 men @ 2/3d per hour per load 5: 18: 9
Haulage = 1 Loarry lriver @ 2/34d per hour
5148 howrs 2: L4: 8
3 Tracter Lrivers @ 2/83d per
hour - 6923 hours 3 1l: =
Laying Thatch 5: 2: 7
Labour Cost per acre £33: =1 5
Uther Costs
Uragging = 2 horses @ 2/- par howr per
load 3: = -
Haulage = 1 Lorry @ 11/64 per hour =
5148 hours 11: 4: =
3 tractors @ 8/= per hour
(average) 6923 hours 9: =: &
P.0,L, b1 l5{ -
£26: 19: 6

Other Cost per acre

Total Cost (Labour and Othker)
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M. J-ﬂ-ﬂ-xﬂuﬂﬂaﬂ'l

$ 7o T/ Ath July, 1950,
Dear @ir,
I have received a note froa the iirector with a ocopy of

the pbints in your letter marked a,byc end 4, ' I balieve
that you wili be receiving a reply to your last peragraph from

So far as we know, planting undertaken at any time on the
dunss has bean of a simple notob types 4hen an atteupt was
first made to establiah plantations on the dunes a mixture of
sareh and scots pine was planted and both species did well, This
is rather surprising to us today since our eiiorts with .arch
have not been suocessful, but there is uo doubt that we gre
tackling shat is probably more difficult ground that) was tackled
in the first place. There is an interestiug acocount iy one,
kobert Grant of Kinsorth, on planting round about the year 1347,
and you will find it in the transactions of the iidghland and
agricultural Soclety of sootland, July 1d4,7 to sarch 1849,

it is probable that these early planters tried to establish
tress to protect the arable ground end that the dunes where they
planted were quite well covered and fixed by marrea grasas «hen
the Forestry Cosmission began planting in 1922 plants of marrsa
grass were establishad at a spacing of 2' x 2° sheed of the tree
planting, - This was found to be too wide e spacing to have a
daclded effect on the wovement of sand and it wos reduced to a
spacing of 1' x 1', Hy 193, this method was seen to be
mﬁﬂmm ior the moving dunes, und the method of thatching
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the begun and has Leen continusi ever sinse. droom
and birch ware first usel as thatch and various degrecs of
plnndn,, down the thatch were used until the wethod you have your-
seli seen becsms the standard practice, In all this work plent-
ing

ar

has been done by sluple notchin, among either the sarrsam grass

When one season's planting is tinished, about the begiuning
of 28y, work is bogun on plenting the area for next year, Thatch
is laid almost continuwously throughout the sumser and winter and
planting takes plage in this thatch during the winter wonths from
Deosuber to the end of ipril, = The wethod off thatoi You have
seen is sucosssful in stopping drifting of the sand and when this
has been done the trees grow guite well without further treatment
than the act of planting.

’he followipng conifars have been tried at Culbing=-

buropean Larah
Horway Spruoe
Jougles pir
Lawson's Cypress
Thuya .
«<awcitine rine
scots Fine
 Carsiocan rina
Lodge cole sine,

apart from the last three species which you wiil have sesn growing
wpll ot CGulbin, all these coniiers have not proved to be at all
promiaing and some of them like =aritime rins are quite hopeless.
In the bollows swong the sand, frost, at csrtain seasons of the
year, is quite severs aud this makes it very diifipult to
establish species like waritime and [osignie rines, Gitks

spruce has besn tried and io its initial stages is promising on

Lt.Cole JeGels do lu saryus,
wroi'toarnoch,
gilliearankie, s R
rerthshire, ior .oussrvator,

Y urs faithfully,



