
THE SLASHER

No.1c6
Forestry Commission News

October, 1956

RUSSIAN. ADVENTURE

"A MAGNIFICENT RECEPTICN"

RECENTLY a Forestry Commission party visited Russia 
and now we have some impressions of the event, 
contributed by Mr. J. Q. WILLIAMSON, Conservator, 
South Wales.

Destination Moscow — that is all we knew of our 
programme before we left London iiirport, writes Mr. Williamson, but before we returned 
ten days later we had taken in Leningrad, Kiev, Kharkhov and the Caucusus, making the 
total distance travelled nearly 6,000 miles. There arc over two and a half thousand 
million acres of woods in the U.S.S.R. and we felt as though we had flown over most of 
them by the time we touched down at London Airport 1

Our reception was magnificent and we seemed to be 
greeted with flowers and vodka whenever we met up with the forest staff of the various 
regions.

Research institutes, forestry schools, arboreta 
Rapp!p. plots and virgin forests were all taken in our stride and no doubt these will all 
be dealt with in an official report of our visit. In this brief note, however, I would 
like to touch more on general impressions, and these were many and varied. The whole 
country seems one vast paradox - one moment we would be admiring some impressive 
bv.i 1 d-ing such as Moscow University, a sports stadium, the Bolshoi Theatre or the Miners* 
Sanatorium on the Black Sea and the next we would be appalled by the low living standards 
of the people - poor 'wooden shacks in every village, women with yokes carrying water in 
rails, women working pneumatic drills in the streets, the frightful price of clothing 
and every day necessities of life. And yet, through it all, we gained the impression of 
a happy and contented people who are convinced that their way of life is a good one and 
is getting better and better. There was quite obviously a large range in earning 
capacity and the University Professor seemed to be as much as ten times better off than 
the average worker, and this large variation was taken for granted.

Foresters, I think, are pretty well the same the 
whole world over, and our conversation was very much shop, shop, shop, and politics, 
I am gl ad to say, just did not enter into it. We were even blissfully ignorant, of Nina 
and the five hats.’ A few days in a country does not make you an expert on its internal 
affairs but apparently we were allowed to wander off wherever we liked in the evenings 
and on our last day in Moscow two cars were put at our disposal to sightsee as we saw- 
fit. As a keen photographer, my Leica was constantly cocked, and on only two occasions 
was I stopped - once in a Cathedral in the Kremlin where Russians were also not allowed 
to take photographs and once in a plane, but on both occasions the refusal was put very 
politely and there was no seizing of the film or fuss of any kind.

Forestry text books -were handed out to us at many 
places during the tcur and these will be a valuable addition to the Alice Holt library 
and other forest libraries in this country - it is hoped that they will provide a fuller 
picture of forestry techniques and policy than we were able to obtain in such a short 
time. The two most impressive sights from the forestry point gf view were the immense 
shelterbelts stretching endlessly over the Steppes (the details of their establishment 
were explained fully to us) and the transition from the hardwood forests to the 
wonderful mixed forests of natural Caucasian Fir (Abies Nordmanniana) and Oriental 
Spruce stretching up to the glaciers.

I cannot finish this note without mentioning a few 
highlights - watching the changing of the guaixi at midnight in the Red Square outside 
the Lenin-Stalin Mausoleum; inspecting a stand of excellent S.P. 1 20 feet in height by 
the light of headlamps, with a forest guard protecting us v/ith a rifle from the wolves 
which were howling in the background; eating slabs of buckwheat, honey and grapes, 
washed down with champagne in a forester’s house in the heart of a forest near Kiev, 
and the fun the Russians had in filling our pockets v/ith apples and pears and. sticky 
honeyj Our dip in the Black Sea (what a misnomer for a brilliant blue and friendly 
ocean); the bubbling enthusiasm of Professor Timoviov to whom in his own words trees . 
were poetry and everything else prose"; Dr. Hummel’s speech in Russian at a reception in 
Kharkov; the singing of a Mass in a Cathedral into which we wandered when having an hour 
to spare; and finally the sight of London Town as we flew along the Thames. ^How we 
metaphorically as well as literally came down to earth when we had to look after our 
baggage for ourselves?
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that he was with us for a quarter of a century. Mr. Wilson was a well knenm. 
personality in the area, having also hecn postmaster for the district for 37 years*

Wo wish liin a happy retirement.

SEEING FOR THEI.SELVES .TWENTY members of the Staff of Director, England.,
paid an. educational visit to Bramshill Forest, m 

the South East England Conservancy, whore they were joined by representatives of the 
Legal Branch of the Agricultural Ministry.

Dnring a well planned tour of the forest, under 
the guidance of Divisional Officer E. E. DIXON, the party.was shown various kinds of 
forest work, including thinning and conversion, ride cutting by brushcutter, rack 
cutting and high pruning and a demonstration of a mechanical saw. Visits were also 
paid to an area of reserved timber which was recently acquired, a burnt area and two 
nurseries. To add to the interest of the tour a forest quiz had been devised by the 
Conservancy staff; this proved both amusing and educational.

^ROuF 'PORN OFF BUNGALOW WHEN a freak storm struck Caimbaan Camp in the
West Conservancy, Scotland, the roof of a bungalow 

owned by a firm of builders was torn off and, with clothing and a perambulator, was 
narri ed for several hundred yards.

Trees were blown down and branches ripped off by 
the wind, which was of hurricane force and cut a swathe of about 20 yards wide across 
the countryside. Several other buildings at the camp partly collapsed when their walls 
were pulled out by the ensuing vacuum; Commission employees and others were inside at 
the time but, fortunately, there appears to have been no injury.

HH
p-.RWETT. TO DELAMERE PRESENTATIONS were made to Head Forester G.W. JONES 

and Mrs. JONES, on the occasion of the former’s 
retirement after 30 years in charge at Delamere Forest, North West England Conservancy. 
It will be recalled that not long ago Mr. Jones received the B.E.M. awarded to him for 

meritorious service. The ceremony took place at Linmere,-where the
forest staff had assembled to wish the couple well. Two members of rhe staff, 
each with long service, made the presentations; Ganger LEWIS presented ..r. Jones 
with a shooting sticlc-and pipe and Hrs. BROCKS.presented Mrs- Jones with a 
handban. Numerous friends in other parts of the Conservancy were represented by the 
Conservator, Mr. J. S. R. CHARD, and Executive Officer Mr. J. E. WATTS* In thanking 
th^lSSl staff for their past co-operation, Mr. Jonas said ho was sure that the sane 
loyalty would be showi to liis successor, Forester T. L. JBHKtbS, vho vias also present.

Mr. and Mrs. Jones, as previously reported, are to 
spend their retirement in the Forest of Dean.

** CLEEK OF WORKS Mr. L. D. BOUNDY, of Exeter, wonders
. whether any reader can give him a reason for the

following. In August, he writes, I noticed a honey bee burro-ring in the earth of a 
7-inch flower pot in which had been planted some small cactus plants. After making a 
hole, the bee lined the sides with leaves and petals from a geranium; -
inspection some hours later, I found that the entrance the hole had^been nectly 
sealed with another leaf. At. the same time another bee (°r.it thG

■bee'\ began burrowin'? on the opposite side of the pot, but did not complete tne S&Sg l^Bo^dy adds that the pot is in his greenhouse. and he as reluctant to 

disturb the soil in order to. find out what, if anything, is sea e

n r,TT •,-j.Trnuy CERTIFICATE awarded by the local ChiefFOR OXUOMT . SoSablo has been presented to Mr. WILLIAM .
n-ppOTT a Forest Worker e-roloyed at Cannock Chase, who was instrumental in securing the

£ ins
Sriffe SSival■ to Mr. Carroll by the 

Conservator, Mr. J. S. R. CHARD.
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• our wild flowering plants and ferns. .... .
Northumberland and much of Scotland, and if anyone m those areas feel 
can find time to help I am sure it will be appreciated by the Society.

ASSISTANT FORESTER R. S. HODGSON, of Ring-wood, in 
the New Forest Division, writes; "May I draw 

attention through your'columns to a survey which the Botanical Society of the British _ 
Isles arc conducting throughout Britain? From the information gathered by volunteers it 
is hoped to publish a book of maps in four or five years time, showing the ^jtrieuti n 
of every one of wild flowering slants and ferns. Assistance is especially require 
in Cumberland, 
that he or she

essential. I'
checking most.
Full details of the' scheme and a supply of r
Distribution Maps Scheme

"Expert knowledge of plants is by no means 
is in fact, the distribution of the more common flowers which needs 
and if you come across a difficult one an expert is availaole to e p you.

- record cards can be obtained from B.S.B.I.
1, Brookside, Cambridge."

‘ppnqn-TAT THE MARRIAGE is reported of District Officer
.MSKijuuxU South West England Conservancy, ant

Miss DOREEN JUNE HARPER, of Singleton, and we offer the couple our
These po too to Mr. A. CAMPBELL, Clerical Officer in the Edinburgh ofxice, who ms 
also married; "to District Officer IAN MACNEILL, West Scotland Conservancy, an* Mrs. 
MACNEILL, on the birth of a daughter; to District Officer D. COTTER-CRoIGy North 
Scotland Conservancy, and Mrs. C.CTTER-CRx.IG, on the birth of a daughter, to .
HENDERSON, Executive Officer, Inverness, and Mirs. HENDERSON, on t TTCH,KD also on^the 
and to Mr! J. G. PRITCHARD, Clerical’Officer at Chester, and .Mrs. HQ1C HaRD, so. on 
birth of a son (Mrs. Pritchard, as’Miss Pollock, was formerly employed m the 
Conservancy office).

’“the LONG JOURNEY A LONG journey lies ahead for a young man who has
TZE L01'C JUJRN^ just left the Lynford Hall Forester Training School.

Ho is Mr A. J. APPLETON, of Middlesborough, who used to work at Cleveland Forest, in the 
NorS Sst aonso^w Office; he has been engaged for forestry fork by the New Zealand 

ana is naJng the journey on a sm!l notor cycle,
ml Asia to India, sailing to Australia and crossing that Continent on the motor oy , 
and sailing on to New Zealand, whore he is due to commence work in January next.

Bravery on the part of a first—year student.at 
Lynford Hall, Mr. KENNETH MILLS, is also.reported. It appears ^hatvrhile on holiday in 
Germany with other students he dived fully clophed into ^e river -t Frankfurt and 
rescued a drowning man. Mr. Mills is -well known in the Mundi ora district it is 
understood that ho is acting Scoutmaster of a local troop, a member of the choir
Leonard's Church and is also a bellringer.

’“transfers the FCLLOJING TRANSFERS- have been notified to
Headquarters: % n . m

Foresters J. A. HENDRIE from Kesteven, E(E), to Roudhan, E(e); B^'e 1
Ww'i +o Korteven- i. C. PYwELL from Roudham to Burwell, assistant foresters w.i .SmSs S(W), to Chepstow, SO), G. V. BURT fron Cilgwn, S(.p, to

Officers A. J. WILL from Edinburgh to Dumfries; Miss N. STILr/ELL from
Lyndhurst. . .

®£.ATpTFiqT^REE fT ALICE HOLT FEU visitors to Alice Holt Lodge wi 11 have failed
aNCIENT TREE aT ^ICE „ULi speCulate as to the age of the ancient oak

which is to be seen on the lawn outside the front '^^^icer^d we^aske
one or two colleagues for tbeir.opimons, beanng in m d tha akout
said the tree might be 800 years old. Alas, I***? ande®d * 
tree or its age, but one further estimate Qf the latter is 55 y -


