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RUSSIAN. ADVENTURE RECENTLY a Forestry Commission party visited Russia
and now we have some impressions of the event,

"A MIGIIFICENT RECEFTIMN" contributed by Mr. J. Qe WILLI/MSON, Conservator,
. . South Valese ’

Destination Moscow — that is all we knew of our
programme before we left London isirport, writes Mre. Williamson, but before we returned
ten days later we had token in Leningrad, Kiev, Kharkhov and the Caucusus, making the
totel distance travelled nearly 6,000 miles. There arc over two and a half thousand
million acres of woods in the UeS.S.Re and we fclt as though we had flown over most of
them by the time we touched dovm at London Airport! ' ‘

‘ Our reception was magnificent and we seemed to be
greeted with flowers and vodka whenevor we met up with the forest staff of the various
regionse.

Research institutes, forestry schools, arboreta
sample plots and virgin forests were all taken in our stride and no doubt these will all
be dealt with in an official report of our visite In this brief note, however, I would
like to touch more on general impressions, and these were many and varied. The whole
country seems one vast paradox - one moment we would be admiring some ‘mpressive
building such as Moscow University, a sports stadium, the Bolshoi Thoatrc or the Miners'
Sanatorium on the Black Sea and the next we would be appalled by the low living standards
of the people = poor wooden shacks in every village, women with yokes carrying weter in
pails, women working pneumatic drills in the strects, thc frightful price of clothing
and every day necessities of life. And yet, through it all, we gained the impression of
a happy and contented people who are convinced that their way of life is a good one: and
is gotting better and betters Therc was quite obviously a large renge in carning
capacity and the University Professor séemed to be as much as ten times better off than
the average worker, and this large variation wa.s taken for granted.

Forcsters, I think, are pretty well the same the
whole world over, and our conversation was very much shop, shop, shop, and politics,
I am glad to say, just did not enter into it. We were even blissfully ignorant of Nina
and the five hats! 4 fow days in a country does not make you an expert on its internal
‘affairs but apparently we werc allowed to wander off wherever we liked in the evenings
and on our last day in Moscow two cers were put at our disposal to sightsee as we saw
fite As a keen photographer, my Leica was constantly cocked, and on only two occasions
wes I stopped = once in a Cathedral in the Kremlin where Russians were also not allowed
to take photographs and once in & plane, but on both occasions the refusal was put very
politely and there was no seizing of the film or fuss of any kind.

Forestry text books were handed out to us at many
places during the tcur and these will bec a valuable addition to the Alice Holt library
and other forest libraries in this country - it is hoped that they will provide a fuller
picture of forestry techniques and policy than we were able to obtain in such a short
time. The two most impressive sights from the forestry point of view were the immense
shelterbelts stretching cndlessly over the Stcppes (the details of their establishment
werc explained fully to us) and the transition from the hardwood forests to the
vonderful mixed forests of natural Caucasian Fir (ibies Nordmanniana) and Oriental
Spruce stretching up to the glaciers. A ' :

T cannot finish this note without mentioning a few
highlights = watching the changing of the guard at nidnight in the Red Square outside
the Lenin-Stalin Mausoleum; inspecting a stand of excellent S.P» 120 feet in height by
the light of headlamps, with a forest guard protecting us with a rifle from thoe wolves
which were howling in the background; eating slabs of buckwheat, honey and grapes,
washed down with champagne in a forester's house in the heart of a forest near Kiev,
and the fun the Russians had in filling our pockets vith apples and pears and sticky
honeyl - Our dip in the Black Sea (what a misnomer for a brilliant blue and friendly
ocean); the bubbling cnthusiasm of Professor Timoviev to whom in his ovm words "trees
were poetry and everything elsc prosc"; Dr. Huamel's speech in Russian at a reception in
Kharkov; the singing of a Mass in a Cathedral into which we wandoerecd when having an hour
to spare; and finally the sight of London Town as we flew along the Thames. How we
metaphorically as well as literally cane down to earth when we had to look after our
baggage Tor ourselvesi ' -
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There is no doubl ia my nind that the visit was ol
'great value, most certainly personally, but also from the Coamiszsion's point of view,
because of the valusble contacts we made and the promics whicl. were given to exchange
literature and secd in the future.

_ I only hope that weny more of our staff will
eventually visit the UaS.SoRe as our forestry friendship strongthens and developss

¥, poTVAL OF THE BISCN ' mm "peception conmitiee which avaited the arrival
§ s fron Poland of the pair cf Xuropean bison comprised
/NE JOURNEY FRGI CRACOW Mre JLMES MiACDONALD, Director of Research and

Education, *the Info:maiion Cfficer and Mr«. OLIVER
JONES, Curator of lMammals at the London Zoo. JAlthough visibility was not all that might
have been desired, the temporarily converted Folish airliner - & Dakota ~ which was
carrying the animals touched dovn at London- Airpor’ befcre Hime, afser the long journey
from Cracow.

There were scme arxious meucnts while the bison were
being unloaded on to a lorry from the Zoo, for althougn only & yeaw old each animal, with
crate, weighed about a_ton and re uired a great deal of manoeuvreing, une of the bison
objected quite violently and the thudding of hooves on the wooden crate made onlookers
wonder whether they would be treated to the sight or the rezeption committee being hotly
pursued along the tammac by the angry eanimal. However, all wens well end it was not long
before the journey to the Zoo commenced.

Tt will be recalied that thoce bison, which are
quite rare, are a gift to the United Kingdom from the Iolich Covermment, the offer having
been made during the recent Congress of the Intermaticnal Urion of Forest Research
Organisations. They ars male and female, but breeding is uniiizzly to take place for
another three years or so. They are to undergo a 28-day grarantive period at London Zoo,
after which they will be on show to the public for scme “ime Daiore being transferred to
Whipsnade. Following guarantine, an official handing ovzr cevimony” may take place at
Regents Park and it may be nccessary to bestow names uplr e enimalss  Any suggestions?

*¥¥CHIEF RESELRCH OFFICER®S CONGRATUL-ATIONS to jirs (ATCCTM V. LAURIE, the Chief
i Research Office:, who ks beoonme engaged to be
ENGAGEMENT - married. The twd(e-to-oc 3¢ 1iss Me Ce (KITTY)

JALCKSON, whom Mre Loeuvie flrst met some 22 years ago
in India, when he was in the Indian Forest Service., e Jackson 1s the daughter of a
Farnhan resident and, like Mr. Leurie, is a koen glider viiot - sc (Go_quote Mre Laurie)
"marriage. will not mean an end to flyingt" It ic expected. that the wedding will take
place towards the end of Uhis ronthe
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¥%BADEER BAITING IN 4 TVXEL LLST MONTH®S note aboab .. padger pit in the

Chiltcrns has proxpbed Foresier Jo Fe CLARK, of
Salcey Forest, East England Conservancy, to wrise 4o vs cn fhe subject of baitinge It
seems, he says, that the fom of badger baiting in the Vest countey was different to that
described in The Slasher. Apparently & largc harrel vwas 1aid (owa in the farmyard with
the end against the wall and bricks werc placed al each side to owcvent it rolling.

The badger was pui in the Hr-rel and then betting
tock place as to which dog would kill ite Lots were drawa Ly the owners of the dogs,
which Were Six in rumber, to determine the order in which they were wo attack the badgers
Ls a general rule “he first three or four dogs hadnft a chance of Ic.1ling and were often
terribly mutilated and sometimes had o0 be destroyed. Sereral hadgers were caught for one

Sunday morning‘s "sport"e

*IHE FOX'S MENU VHLT does the fox cas, now tha’ myxomatosis has
largely killed cif tih2 ratbii population? There has
been much speculation on_the subject and Forester Rs Js JENNINOS tells us of an
interesting experience. In 1954, he writes, while spending a 2w days with my very old
friend and tutor Head Forcster Tribe (since wetired) ai Canrtoy Crace we dug out a litter
of fox cubs. The earth was only 200 yards frem the {illagz ~f £1itting Mill and only 40
rds from the main road- I give below a 1list of vhat vos in th2 earth, in addition to
he four cubse .
Remains of two catsj one peewit; one magpie; - three cxdis; ont bantam cock; tvio
pheasants; onge hare; two moles; two hens; four rats; ons blackbind; one jay; one
Tabbit; a number of dzmson stones; and. three half loaves cf read.

Rebbits were.never plentiful in the district in
recent years but foxes have alvays lived therc and looted healtchyj; * 2316 are not many
sheep in the area, So this is a good cxample cf how foxece cet thenr 1living when
circumstances compel then to go scavenging, You mzy woader how a jay end magpie came to
be captured; the local pigeon club had been out and Mr. Tribe considers that the birds
may have been brought down by the gunse

MY REPER FOR 40 YELRS MRo JCHN WILSCN has robtired after moré than 40 years
as Ganckeeper at Xanplale. He _served the Poltalloch
Estete until Knapdale as purchased by the Commission in 1921, which means
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that he was with us for a quarter of a contury. lNre. Wilson was a well Iknown
personality in the area, having also been postmaster for the district for 37 ycarse

We wish hin a happy rctirements

- :
SEEING FOR THEISELVES TYENTY nembers of the Staff of Dircetor, England,

paid an. cducational visit to Bramshill Forest, in
the ‘South East England Conscrvancy, where they were joined by recpresentatives of the
Legal Branch of the igricultural Iinistrye

During a well planned tour of the forest, under
‘the guidence of Divisional Officer E. E. DIXON, the party was shown various kinds of
forest work, including thinning and conversion, ride cutting by brushcutter, rack -
cutting and high pruning and a demonstration of a mechanical saw. ~Visits were also
peid to an area of reserved timber which was recently acquired, a burnt area and two
nurseries. To add to the interest of the tour a forest quiz had been devised by the
Conservancy staff;. this proved both amusing and educationale
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ROCF TORN OFF BUNG.LGW : WHEN a freak storm struck Cairmbaan Camp in the
Wlest Conservancy, Scotland, the roof of a bungalow

owned by a firm of builders was torn off and, with clothing and a perambulator, was

carried for several hundred yardse '

Trees were blown down and branches ripped off by
the wind, which was of hurricane force and cut a swathe of about 20 yards wide across
the countryside. Several other buildings at the camp partly collapsed when their walls
were pulled out by the ensuing vacuun; Commission employees and others were inside at
the time but, fortunately, there appears to have been no injurye
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F.REVELL TO DEL,LMERE PRESENT, TICNS were nmade to Head Forester Geile J ONES
o and Mrs. JONES, on the occasion of the former's
" petirement after 30 years in charge at Delamere Forest, North West England Conservancye
Tt will be recalled that not long ago Mre Jones received the B.E.lis awarded to him for
meritorious services _ ;
T : The ceremony took place at Linmere,-where the
forest staff had assembled to wish the couple icll. Two nerbers of the staff,
each 7ith long service, madc the presentations; Ganger LEJIS presented .r. dJones
with a shooting stickeand pipe and !rs. BROAS _presented Irs- Jones with a
handbage Numerous friends in other parts of the Conscrvancy were represented by the
Conservator, Mr. J. S. Re CHARD, and Executive Officer Mre J. Ee WATTS. In thanking
the local staff for their past co-opcration, IMre Jones said he was sure that the same
loyalty would be shown to his successor, Forester T. L. JENKINS, who was also present.

. : Mr. and Nrs. Jones, as prcviously reported, are to
spend their retirenent in the Forest of Deana

Wi ;
THE BUSY BEE ' CLERK OF WORKS Mrs L. D. BOUNDY, of Excter, wonders

: ' whether any rcader can give him a reason for the
following, In Lugust, he writes, I noticed a honey bee burrowing in the earth of a
7-inch flower pot in which had been plantcd some small cactus plants. LAfter making a
hole, the bee lined the sides with leaves and petals from a geranium; making an .
inspection some hours later, I found that the entrance to the hole had been necatly
sealed with another lcaf.  At. the same time another bee (or it could havc been the same
bee) began burroving on the opwosite side of the pot, but did not complete the
opcration, lire Boundy adds that the pot is in his grecnhouse and he is reluctant to
disturb the soil in order to. find out vhat, if anything, is sealed in.

[Gi.RD FOR GALLAVTRY L CERTIFIC/TE awarded by the local Chief
' ' Constable has been presented to Mre WILLIAM

C;RROLL, a Forest Werker erployed a% Cannock Chase, vho Wwas instrumental in securing the
arrest of an armed youth who was later oonvictcd of murdering his parents.. Mre Carroll
was in the fire tower at the time; the youth climbod the tower and fired the gun he was
carrying, but Mr. Carroll persuaded him to drop 4he weapon and held him in the tower
until the arrival of the police. The cortificatce was handed to Mre Carroll by tha .

Conservator, Mre Je Se R. CHARD. 3 v
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HELP VANTED ' " ASSISTANT FCRESTER R. S. HCDGSON, of Ringwood, in
‘ the New Forest Division, writes: "May I draw
attenticn threugh your’ colunns to & survey which the Botanical Society of the British
Isles arc ccnducting threughout Britain? From the information gathered by volunteers it
is hoped to publish a beok of waps in four or five years time, showing the distribution
of every ome of our vild flowering plants and ferns. Assistance is especially required
in Cumberland, Northumberland and much of Scotland, and if anyone in those areas fecls
thet he or she can find time %o help I am sure it will be appreciated by the Societye.

, "Expert knovledge of plants is by no means
essential. It is, in fact, the distiribution of the more common flowers vhich neecds
checking most, and if you come across & Gifficult one an expert is available to help you.
Full details of the' scheme and a supply of rcoord cards can be obtained from BeS.B.Ie
Distribution Maps Schene, 1, Brookside, Caribridgc." :

THE LONG JOURNEY A LONG journey lies ahead for o young man who has
just left the Lynford Hall Forestcr Training School.
He is Mre Ae Je APSLETQN, of Mjddlesborough, who used to work at Cleveland Forest, in the
North East Conservancy Office; he has been engaged for forestry vork by the New Zealand
Government and is meking the journey on o sinll motor cycle, travelling across Europe
and Lsia to India, sailing to Australia and crossing that Continent on the notor cycle, -
and sailing on to New Zealend, where he is due to comuence work in January nexte.

o Bravery on the part of a first-year student at
Lynford Hall, Mr. KENNETH MILLS, is also. reported. It appears that while on holiday in -
Germeny with other students he dgived fully clothed into the river at Frankfurt and
rescucd 2 drovming mane. Mre 1fills is well known in the Mundford district; it is
understood that he is acting Scoutnaster of a local troop, a menber of the choir at Ste
Leonard's Church and is also a Dbellringer.

- .
. PERSOHAL ' , THE MARRL.GE is reported of District ‘Officer

T _ ‘ Re. G. M. SHMPLE, South Vest England Conservancy, and
Miss DOREEN JUNE HARPER, of Singleton, and we offer the couple our congratulations.
These go, toc, to lMr. 4. C.MPBELL, Clerical Officer in the Edinburgh office, who has
21so married; to District Officer ILN M:.CNEILL, West Scotland Conservancy., and Mrse .
Mi\CNEILL, on the birth of a daughter; to District Officer D. COTTER-CR.:IGy North
Scotland Conservancy, and lirs. COITER-CR.IG, on the birth of a daughter; to Mr. F.
HENDERSCN, Executive Officer, Invcrness, and Mrs. HENDFRSON, on the arrival of a sonj
ond to Mre J. Ge PRITCHLRD, C_lerica.l' Officer at Chester, and Mrse PRITCHARD, 2lso-on the
birth of a son (Mrs. Pritchard, as Miss Pollock, wes formerly employed in the. '
Conservency office)e '

L1 . i
ANCIENT ‘'TREE AT ALICE HOLT FEI visitors to ilice Holt Lodge will have failed
to speculate as to the age of the ancient oak
which is to be secen on the lavn outside %he front entrance. With this in nind we asked
one or two colleagues for their opinions, bearing in mind that one officer had already
said the tree might be 800 ycars old. Alas, little indeed seens to be known about the
tree or its age, but onc further cstinate of the latter is 550 yearse ,

TRLNSFERS THE FOLLOJING TR/NSFERS: hove been notified to

. Headquarters: .
Foresters Jo L. HENDRIE fron Kestevén, E(E), to Roudhan, E(E); Re Be HARDY from Burvell,
E(E), to Kesteven; 4. C. PYWELL from Roudhen to Burwell. Assistant Foresters W. Te
CRIFFITHS from Mynydd Ddu, S(i), to Chepstow, S(W); G. V. BURT fron Cilgwyn, s(W), to-
Mormouth, S(W); B« J. We WAITE from Ste Asaph, N(W), to Dorry Ormond, N(W); De As
MACDOUGALL from Clunes, N(8), to Glenhurich, N(s); Te NELSON from Elibank, s(s), to
Glengap, S(S)e Assistant Enginecr Re We P. YATES fron Montgonery, N(W), to Cemmaes,
N(W). Executive Officer J. D. TRIST from Headquarters to Dircctor, England. Clerical
Officers he Je WILL from Edinburgh to Dunfries} Miss Ne STILWELL from Chester to

Lyndhurste

LAy M e
ST, GTER CCRRESPGIDENT. THERE IS i CORRESPONDENT IN ELCH. DIRECTOR,TE AND CONSERVLINCY - -
g SR ’ OFFICE | ‘ ,

IF YOU DO SCUETHING, SEE SQUETIING, OR HE.R SCMETHING OUT OF THE ORDIN:RY, TELL YCUR




