THE SLASHEHER

Forestry Commission News

No. 9L October, 19555

IIPORTANT STATF CHANGES SOIE IiPORTANT stailf changes and the forthcoming
retirement of tvwo Conservators have been

FEMDLIG RETIREELT OF TWO amnounced. The retiring Conservators, to vhom

COI'SERVATORS reference at greater length will be made in due

course, are br. A. H. POPERT, South West England,
and Ir. JALES FRASER, North Scotland; the former joined the Forestry Commission only a
few days after its inception on 29th Noverber, 19019, while lr. Fraser vwas also among
the early "pioneers", joining in June, 1920.

tr. C.di. CONNELL, Conservator, North East England
since fpril, 1950, is to succeed ix. Popert, and ifr, G.L.J. BATTERS, at present a
Conservaior on the staif of Director, England at Princes Gate, will follow Mr. Comnnell
in the North East, thus returning to an office he held prior to going to London.
Ir, Batters' place at Princes CGate will be {illed by lr. C.A.J. BERRINGTON, who has been
Conservator, North West Zngland, since his promotion to that office from State Forest
Ofricer in the North West in July, 1953.

lir. J.S.R. CIURD, now State Forest Officer in
Torth Vest England, is leing promoted Conservator and will succeed iMr. Barrington;
dr. J.A DICKSON is to receive similar promotion to £ill the office to be vacated by
ir, fraser. lire Chardc joined the Commission in 1934, after obtaining his degree in
Torestry at Edinburgh; he was first employed as a forest worker in the old North East
Division of Scotland, and became a District Officer in 1935 and Divisional Officer in
1945, serving in turn at Edinburgh and in South Scotland. Prior to the war he was on
census work and during the war he was with 3.T.P.D. He returned to the Commission late
in 1946 and from then until 1950 was again on census work; the volumes of quite vital
statistics which have been published on the survey of 1947-49 are a testimony to the
painstaling investigation which he and those working with him made in%o our timber
rescurces., ,

Iir, Dickson obtained his forestry degree at
Adberdeen in 1933 and, like ir. Chard, cormenced his service with the Commission as a
Forest Worker, in his case in South Scotland. Towards the end of the following year he
becane a Temporary Surveyor on census vork and then, early in 1940, he was appointed
District Officer; iie became a Divisional Officer in 1951. After service with H.T.P.D.
he was posted to the North Scotland Comservancy, wirre he is at present State sorest
Afficer.

e CoIY <2 THE WALIUT TREG THE EDITOR of the Numismatic Circular has dravm
owr attention to a reader's letter in his journmal,

IEGAND OR TACT? which appears under the heading "A Curious
Tumismatic Superstition."  Some readers may be

familiar with the subject, but vwe reproduce the letter below.

"A recent visitor to the Tepartment of Coins and ledals at the British Maseum
informed me that it is= vsual to £ind a coin buried beneath a valnut trec. He is a
professional tree-fecller and assurcd me that the coin is to be found immediately belov:
the trunls’ in a position cunsistent with its having been placed in the hole prepared for
the planting out of the sapiing. In support of this curious tradition, he produced
tiree coins - tvwo helfpence of Ceorge III dated 1799 and 1806 respectively, and an Irish
farthing of the same ruler also dated 1806, waich he has found while remcving the stumps
of vwalmut trees at widely separated points in the Iidlands. '

"It would be intercsting to know if there is any contcmporary evidence for such a
superstition. Parellels at once leap to minc, notably the concealment of coins bencath
the heel of a masi, but one wenders vhy valnut trecs in particular should have been
singled out for such treatment....... ve should not forget the possibility that the
preacnce of the coin is purcly coincidental and due to the tendency for walnut trees to
be plented in much cultivated soil. 'he facts as stated, however, are so curious that
it does seem desirablc to put on rceord the honest beliel’ of a highly intelligent
countryman that it was the practice to bury a cuin at the root of a newly planted walnut
tree." .

The Editor of the Numismatic Circular asks whether
ve have any comment on the foregoing and vie have replied that so far as Headquarters is
concerned we have no rcliablc cvidence of the custom referred to, but that v will make



enquiries among the staff.  Can any rcader help by telling us vhether such a practice
really existed and, if so, why?

A ORAT NOORLIND BLALE IN JULY and Lugust alone in Scotland we were
called upon to deal with more than 1,000 fires

FIRE SFRE.LDS OVER 20 SQU.RE MILES vhich were caused, it is believed, Dby sparks from

railvay engincs. Cne of these started on the

railvay cubankment at .oy, in the North Conservancy, and eventually spread over some 20

square miles of moorland. This fire acvually travelled nearly eight miles and at one

time constituted a very crave threcat to the vhole of issich Forest, where Forester

:Is IACRLE had to evacuate nis house for some days on end.

PN

Not only was the surface vegetation affected, dbut
the veaty soil of which the moor is conposed vas also ignited. Ten fire pumps were used
to soax the area surrounding lssich Forest and as a result damage to Conmission property
vias confined to only four acrcs of woodland, wnich vas destroyed. Twenty-four of our
forests and many private estates provided personnel to help fight this fire and
altogether between 450 and 200 Forestry Cormmission ciployces vere involved. One wonaers
i a greater mumber of our staif and workers has ever been asscibled for the purpose of
Tire-fighting.

pEiTH OF IMR. ZUKOWSKI HIZ LY FRIFNDS and former colleagues will learn
with great rezret that I, A. A. ZUKOWSKI,
"M OF IE.RNING LIWD CHLRM" formerly of the Research Branch at Alice Holt

Lodge, has died. 1, Zukcwski, who was 63, was
engaged in forestry work in his native Foland from 1922 to 1939. He came to this
couniry in 1940 and hetween 1941 and 1943 served with thc Commission as a Foreman in
The Dean and with H.T.P.D. as Assistant Acquisition Officer. In . 194 he was re-employed
by the Commission as a Foreman in the Research Branch and in 1948 he was appointed a
Temperary District Officer, a post he held until July, 1952 when, in common with othexr
tenporary staff, his service was terminated.

"Zukowski", vuites our correspondent,"was a man
of learning and charm. ile had a keen sense of humcur which made conversation with him
a great delight. He acquired an affcction for Ingland and in particular for Oxford,
vhere he obtained his D.Phil., in 1951. In various ways he kept in touch with former
kesearch colleagues and his death, which occurred quite suddenly while he was staying at
his old address in Farnhar, came as a profound shock." :

The Research Branch was represented at the
cremation service at Brookwood by 1r. 1.V. LAURIE (Chief Research Officer), lilss O.A.:ARMAN
and lir. G. BUSZEWICZ.
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““CONCERNING A BERTLE

PINE SHOOT RBEETLE DOGGEKEL

Which of the ftwo is abgurder? Collected deep in the
1. minor or i, piniperda? Wielsh forests by District
The latter, in pinc, makes a vertical line, Ofi'icer ROGER LINES,
The former, *“ransverse, like a girder. Research Branch,
2
. THE CHRISTI/S TREE TRADE VITH TIE LPPROLCH of Christmas it .3 uore or less
seasonal to mention that the Christmas tree trade
is beginning to liven up., Ve hope, in due cowrse, we shall be recording claims from

Poresters for the greatest nwibers of trees sold and fin35's issued. lMeanwhile, what

about establishing a record for the earliest enouiry from the trade for the current

season? . Is there any advance on an enquiry rcceived by the East England Conservancy
ted 2nd February?

. There must, too, be many unusual and amusing
stories about Christmas treces. ¥or example, in April +his yvear, vith the assistance of
the Torth 'iest Sngland Conservency, Fast ingland were able to tell the local N.lile.ieI.
representative that a certain private nursery had experimented with treces for export by
dipping them in a plastic substance. This » in addition to preventing the necdles from
falling, gave the trces a glossy appearance. Perhaps nur MW (L) correspondent can take
up the story and give us further details.



“What was probably the most unusual request received
- Fast England came Srom an organisation wishing to erect a tree in the local market
ace. Dismayed at the cost of purchasing a suitable tree, it was suggested that a 50 7't.
ce should be loaned to them for 1/ days and renlanted in its original position after-
wards. Needless to sgyr, the Conscrvency vas unable to oblige!
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"CRICKET IN TIE INORTH WEC! TiiE NORTH WEST ingland Conservancy cricket team this
year von the Stuart Shield, awarded to the winners

of the Civil Serviere Inter-Departmental Competition, Chester fxca, by defeating the Post

CfTice side. Thus an old account was settled in the Commission-Post Office David and

Goliath rivalry - two seasons ago the Post Cffice narrovily dcfeated our colleagues in

& seven-a-side soccer competition.

It is customary for the winners of the Stuart Shield
to be challenged by a comvosite team from other clubs who took part in the competition;
the Commission team rose to the occasion and scored a convincing victory over the
challengers. Incidentally, curing the season the INi(E) team played 15 matches , Winning
eight and losing seven ....., not at all a bad achievement, vhen it is remembered that
the Chester Office has, at most, only 15 players from vhich %o choose a side.
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SOLACE FOR TEE LONELY THE VISITOR to Headquarters (and maybe, the lonely,
nerve-wrackad soul due to appear before a selection
(AIVLLLNURE . EXHIBITION 4T Q. board) will in future find something of interest in

the waiting room to help vhile awvay the solitary
moments., A larze sheoweasce has been placed in this room and in it are displayed some of
the antiquarian finds chat have been made in Commission woodlands and which, for one
reason or another, have not been placed with the British or other miseums.

(ne is a circuler lead weight of the kind used
perheps two hundred years ago for handicapping racchorses. It was found in Gwydyr
Forest, in North Wales and has an opening for a strap, by waich it was secured under the
saddle ilap; nowadays, of course, wcilghts are carried in special pockets under the
fleps. By way of variety, there is to be secn a Roman "melon" bead, dating from
100-4C0 4,D.  This was unearthed during road repairs in The Dean. Then there is a
leaden bullet found at Glaster, Glengerry rorest, North Scotlend, by a man on draining
vorlz; it may be a relic of the "Forty-Five", for Glaster is in the area devastated by
Cunberland's troops, and gun {lints were found nearby when the railway was being
constructed. .inother item is a bronze socketed axe-head, one of several Found at
Tintern Forest, South Vales. It weizhs a 1b. and dates from 1200-1000 3.C. Lmong a
number of intercsting coins on display arc several struck during the reign of
Constantine the Great, 306 - 337, and found at ling's Forest, Bast England Conservancy.

But perhaps the greatest interest lies in those
antiquarian objects vhich have been {ound on Commission property and now, because of their
importance, rest on a rmuseun shelf. These are listed in the waiting room and have
included a hoard of bronze palstaves of *he iiddle Bronze Lge (1200-1000 E.C.) found near
Burley, in the New Forcst, in 1926; fourteen silver pemnies dating from 1247-1260,
uncarthed at Newcastleton ferest, Roxburghshire, in 1937; a silver seal of Henricus de
Bordun, of the late 13th. or ecarly 1Lth. century, found at Wark forest, Northurberland
in 1951; a bronze sword of the Late Bronze ‘lge ( 1000-450 B.C, ) , found at Kielder Forest,
tlorthumberland, also in 1951; and an carly Christian monumentsl stone dating from about
the year 700 and found tvwo years ago in Pelena Forest , South Walcs.,
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TTARE YOU A TELTHER  PROPHET? Cl1T YCU accurately forccast the weather - in other
vords, do you keep an eye on the sky? If so, you

will ve familiar with at least some of those numerous and guaint little rhymes and

maxims viich define in such cerbtain terms what is in store for us. Here are one or
two: "iackerel sky and mares' tails make lofty ships carry low sails", "ihen the wind

veers against the sun, trust it not, for back 'twill run"'. Then there is "Vhen the wind
is in the east 'tis neither good for man nor beast"; and "Evening red and morning grey,
help the traveller on his way,"

How do our Forestvers assess the forthcoming weather,
apart from putting their ovm interpretation on or their faith in the B.5.C. forecasts?
«re any of them guided by such ancient couplets as quoted above and, if so, what?

il
TRANSFERS Tk #'OLLO+ING TRANSFERS have been notified to
Headguarters: -

District Ofiicers J.3., TEASDALE from Brccon, S(.i), to Llandovery, S(W); A.S. MACNATR
from Cairnbaan, W(S), to Alloa, ¥(3); ... BROVN from Wallerburn, s(sj, to Peebles, S(S).
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ch Liath, 11(3), to Glenrigh, N(3); J.A. WOOD from
ssaph, L(W), to Maelor, M(¥); J.1I. RIDDELL fron Glenrigh to Balblair, N(S);
DUNCAN from Dalbeattie, S(S), to wWauchope, S(S); T.G.lM. JOMES from Tair Onen, S(W),
.~ Coed=y-Brenin, (). Joremen D, HeLZit!Al from Glen Affrie, N(S) » to Clach Liath;
3. GARDIER frem Tintern, S(W), ©o Research. Grizedale; D.V. JONES from Nethergwent,
. .0), to Glasfymyad, S(¥). _
The following have been transferred on
L. BROWY from SW(E) to S(W); L. IAXWELL from
c)) N(37) ( \G.J.. B:RKFR from M(S) to S(W); A.H.D.PYPER
to N(W).

Jolnotion from Foremen to Forester I
2(8) to N(W); R.S. CARLLW from I1(3)
from 8(S) to S(W); J.L. ROSE from E(

Lxecutive Officer Li.J. SERLE Pfrom Head-
raarters to Chester. Clerical Gificers G.il. PRINCIE from Research, Edinburgh, to D(S),
SXizburgh; Iiiss E.D. IILWR from (3), Lcinburgh, to Research, Edinburgh.
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74 CURICUS LIIX T7i DERIRTURE from the Commission of
tdss B. FRIPELL, for six years a typist at
hieedguarters, has brought %o light a liniz with %he family of our Chairman, LORD RADNOR.
“learly 20 years ago workmen vho ere cxcavating on the site of some demolished cottages
= che village of Highworth, in “Altshire, uncarthed a brick-built vault containing
human rewains and decayed and powered wood, obviously 21l that was left of a coffin. ,
"t vas subsequently established that the remains were those of one George Peapell, who
“2d in 10L7 and was the great-grandfather of Liss Peapell,

George reapell, according to reports published
~woohe time of the excavaiions » "was brought with his brother %o England from Ireland by
“irmer Lord Radnor.' The two men both married and founded families in the Highworth
wLoirict and George Peapell, who was undoubtedly a colourful character, joined a '

~s.orination knowm as the sdult Baptists. Hiz vAll read:

"This is the last vill and testoment of George Yeapell:
"y body shall be turied in a grest deep hole,

“In ny garden ncar untc xy ovm house s

"where I do undertake to be as cuiet ag a nouse,

"Till grim old death my wife in her chair shall grapple,

"Then ry house shall be ar. lLdult Baptist Chapel.

"y garden and burizl grownd shall be

"where cthier saints riy rest,

"7ili the last trawp shall call us ’

"The Blessed off the dlest %o glowy, glory for cver."

tiiss Peapell has transferred to the Lssistance
Lacd et estcliff-on~Sea and, on lsaving. she vas presented by her many friends with
~ uirdryer and a sum of monsy vhich, she says, will buy rose trees for her garden.

TTHITTAL CHALLENGE WHOSZE MOREST haz vithin it the greatest
» veriety of tree specics? Readers may care
‘o vmite in and stake their clains &nd, in so doing, also let us have lists of the
diferent kinds of trces, Vhils “hey arc et it, readers might provide lists of shrubs,
o well.
7 LOLUNCE 4T JLICE HOLT LCDCE FROLI /llice Holt Lodge it is reported that the
following have married: Dr., IVIES CROOKE,
i’ crologist; Forester I, LEYSHON ; Foreman K., BIER; Foreman J.B.H. GARDINER ; and
-..ex VENDY INGR.II, machine operator. South ¥ales reports the narrisge of District
C."7icer J.3. TELSDALE, and Headouarters that of Executive OFficer CONRLD M.TTOCK.  Before
. turge gathering of collcagues the latter was presented with a dinner service, the
- -"mony being performed by the Secrctary, LR, H.L. TURNER, who said Conrad Mattock and
77 .oined the Commission in aluost +he sane week. Being interested in the training of
~.Zlcers, he placed Conrad Matbock in the fubijec Relations Section, to cnsure that he had
"nswer ©o everything; next he was put inm the .inance Branch so that he could the
emser understand the intricacies of Parily budgetiv; and of late he had been engaged
Carsery vwork!

Our congratulations, also, to Forester
AP, Dunster Porest, 5i(5), end irs. Chapmem, on the birth of a daughter (fmn
.C)’
S YOU DO SOMETHING, ST SORBMTIL , OR HFET SOMETHING OUT O THE ORDINARY, TELL YOUR
L. SHER CORFESFONDENT, — Tiliids is J, CONGaik orDMIT 14 Vel DITCTOR.TE D OO SERVoNGY
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