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PASSING OF ILOrD COURTHOPE IT IS with great regret that we have to
record the death of LORD COURTHOPE, a former
A FORESTRY COMMISSIONER Comnissioner and one of our most eminent
FOR 21 YEARS foresters. As long ago as 1916 Lord

Courthope became President of the English
Forestry Association and in the following year, during the difficult times of the first
world war, he was appointed Assistant Controller of Timber Supplies. He was Chairman
of the Empire Forestry Association in 41923-2L anc from 1919, the year the Forestry
Commission came into being, to 1927 he was Chairman of the Consultative Committee under
. the Forestry Acts, and spokemen for the Commission in the House of Commons. He was
appointed a Forestry Commissioner in October, 1927, and retired in Mey, 1948.

Lord Courthope's family has been associated
with Sussex for hundreds of years and in the 14th. century Whiligh, the family estate,
produced oak for the original roof of Westminster Hall; it is of note that Whiligh
also provided oak used to repair damage caused in the Pulace of VWestminster during the
w .
Our Chairman, LORD RADNOR, and the Director
General, SIR ARTHUR GOSLING, attended the memorial service to Lord Courthope at
Ticehurst, Sussex.

" SUIDEN DEATI OF DIVISIONAL NEWS of the sudden death of Divisional Officer
OFFICER PATERSON ' "LLEC" PITERSON came as a tremendous shock to

his numerous friends throughout the Commission.
COLLAPSED WHILE PLAYING CRICKET _ :
‘ Mr, Paterson, who was State Forest Officer in
the South West Englard Conservancy, was playing cricket for the Bristol Office side
azainst a forest team av Dunster, Zomerset, last .nonti and, soon after the game
commenced, he collapsed on the field. quers went to hls assistance and a doctor was
called, but he died within a few minutes.

Mr. Paterson was 45 and was born in Everest,
Iowa, U.S.As He obtained a degrec in botany at Leeds University in 1937 and soon
afterwards gained a diploma in forestry at Oxford. Irom March, 1938 to October of the
following year he was emmloyed by the Commission as a temporary surveyor on census works
He was then appointed a District Officer and, until March, 1947, was stationed at
Chopwell Wood. There followed some three years as Nurseries Officer on the staff of
Director, England, at Bristol and London and in September, 1950, he moved to Cambridge,
East England Conservency. He was transferred to Bristol in fpril last year.

"The passing of Mr. Paterson is a sad blow to
us all," writes our correspondent from Bristol. "Llthough he had not been in the
South West Conservency for very long his quiet, friendly aisposition made it seem as
though he had besn with us for years.- FHe was always ready to help with anybody's
problem; he will be greatly missed." - .
: Reaiers of The Slasher elsewhere in the country
will join with colleagues in the South West Conservency in extending heartfelt sympathy
to Mr. Paterson's wife and four children.

S5 .
ELEPH/NTS IN THE FOREST DO YOU KNOW thet not so very long ago

. elephants were used for timber extraction in

EXTRACTION BY TRUNK LT SALCEY a Comiission forest?

It happened in 1941, when there was a large
fall of oack in Salcey Forest, East England Conservancy. But let Divisional Officer
J.S.R. CHILRD, now in North West England, take up the tale. L story, he tells us,
eppeared in ‘l:he locel Press in the spring of 1941 of a travelling show being
disbarded at Northampton and two elephants having to be destroyed for lack of fodders
We went to investigate and found them in a very weak and sorry condition, but offered
their owmer a job and soon had them picketed out on one of the forest rides. There
they fed and rested for a week or so while the local blacksmith fitted together
dragging harness from chains .and old machinery belting. They were then graduelly
broken in to regular emoloyment. }

The older elephant, liolly, had done some
timber work in Indis end soon became quite useful.  She could pull a two-ton log with
ease and pushed her way through the undergrowtl: end steoped over ditches without



aifficulty. If the butt cought on = stump she just turned end lifted it clear with her
trunk, and when she got the logs to the ride she went dowm on her knees and pushed and
rolled theuw into o neet pile. Barbar, then only a youngster, was at first rather way-
ward cnd mischievous, but gradually became reconciled to trailing along with o sneller
log bchind, and obviously learned a great deal from Molly by imitation.

On the wvhole the pair worked hard, but thcy
couldn't be hurried end time-keeping just daddn't intercst then. They were quite
orepared to start at crack of dawn, tut if the dgy turned hot they would pull their
harness oif by elcven, and set off for o bathe in one of the 0ld local marl pits.

There tihey probably ploycd for a couple of hours, and after time for browsing and feeding
it would often be three o'clock before they were back on the job. But usuzally they
would continue willingly until quite late in the evening. Teeding presented no
diificulties during the swmer months and they got all their food from the forest,
pulling tne long gross from the rides and plucking sprcys cf foliage from the bushes.
Thcy were very selcctive in this, favouring some species such as hazel and sallow, and
rejecting others such as cdogwood.

The problem of what to do with them when
winter came eventuclly solved itsclf. One morning, despite the shortage of newsprint
and &1l the grim business of war, ilolly and Barbar leapt to fame on the feature page of
a national newspaper, anc through the resultant publicity they were offered a new and
peraznent home.

One of my first engagements on transfer to
Torth West Englend was to cell and see then at Chester Zoo. They sey on elephant never
forgets and I shall always maintoin that Iiolly's wink was quite delibercte.
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POLEC/TS IN NORTH SCOTL.ND THE CORRESPONDENT who recently made such a
strong claim for the North Scotland Conser-

vency as the habitat of the greatest variety of animal and bird life replies to

SIR VILLI/:. T.YIOR, "Seeing is believing," he writes. "I saw a polecat in this

Conservancy only last week but it did not give me much chance to examine it. It

crosscd ny path about 25 yards ahead. I have also seen a pince martin several times

in the last few months (it might have been thc szme one, each time). I camot at the

moment recall any bird that is comaon only to the north of Scotland, but I never saw the

black-throatcd diver or the great northern diver anywhere in the south.

"Some people sgy that eagles do not ldll lambs,
yect I have secn lambs carried awsy; ond despite what others may hold, I know thet the
merlin kills grouse, for I saw it happen to an adult., 4s I got Mr. lierlin soon after-
woerds I had the proof in iy hands I can go hcavier still with salmon, sea trout and
brown trout but do not deny that heavy fish are got on the Wyec and elsewhere. I would
like to Imow if there is anywhere in any other Conservancy whcere one can catch char on
o dyy {ly."

From another source we hear that a gamekeeper
in Strath Halladale, Caithmess (in the Dounreay arca), recently told several members of
the staff of the Inverness ofiice thet he hod secir two polecats, one several years ago
ond the obther within the last two or three years.

,&IJQOL’I*ER HOLE Ii¥ ONE IT'S BEEN DONE AGATN, Playing in a competition
at Braids Noe1 Course, Edinburgh, Executive
Oificer J. HOG/RTH holed out in onc at the second hole (146 yards).

Inother golfing reader writes: "I have played
rmich golf in different ports of the world axd although I have never holed out in one I
once had a very narrow escope. It was a short hole of 120 yerds or so; the day was
aull vith fine rain, end the flegs hung limp. My tee shot hit the flag, which twisted
round and round, holding the ball; it then unwound end dropped my ball on the lip of
the hole. iy partner intended pulling the flag out roughly, so that the ball would drop
in, but I shouldercd him out of the way, took the pin out with great care and tapped the
bell in for two. Why, wicn swmoning to the bar became a custom whisky was three
shillings a bottle, but in ny time it wes 10s.6d.¢"

““/DRIFT BESIDE 12 1bs. OF EXPLOSIVE FOLLOWING our invitation last monmth to resders
to tell us of their most embarrassing moments
« NLEROW ESCLEE : or their narrowest escape, a Clerical Officer

at Headquarters describes a breath-taking
experience.

"In 1945", he writes, "I was in Germany with
the Royel Engineers. My unit's job was to help clear canals in the Ruhr area of
demolished bridges, many of which were made of weighty steel girders. The only method
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of getting them out of the way was to cut the . up with explosives and heul the pieces to
the bank by stecl wire rope end bulldozers.

"On onc occasion an officer, I and another
NeCeO. cond somec sappers rizged up & circuit to explode about 12 1bs. of gun-cotton on a
girder protruding from the mcin structure of the bridge. all was set and we were well
out of the way and under cover. Down went the handle of the exploder, but there was no
explosion. vhat havpened was that the circuit was cut by the detonating fuse before its .
flash could reach the main charge. Not relishing a long job in setting up another
circuit the officer suggested that we fix up the charge with a slow burning fuse.
"It was arrangcd thet I and the other MN.C.O,
should paddle out on a pontoon raft, taking = p:.ece of made-up fuse and detonator and
fixing them tc the cherge. The simel would then be givea for the sappers quickly to
pull us to the tank by mcans of a rope attached to the pontoon. = J4las! 4t the given
signel the scppers heaved on the rope but the knot ceme undone, and there were both of us
left adraft beside 12 1bs. of explosive tined ‘to detonete in one and a half minutes.

: : "My comrade was first to realise cur predica-
nent ¢ dived into the canal. It dian't take me helfl a seconté to follow. Needless to
szy, the swim to the bank was the fastest we had ever done and we reached safety only
just in time., Back in billets I laughed with the rest. But it was a narrow escape."

"P.S. The officer tied the knot."

"TLOOKING T DYiOCK THE SOUTH WEST England Conservancy staff paid
' an educational visit to Dymock Forest and
leerned much cbout the development of this area since its acquisition by the Commission.
During the walk a portable sew was secen in action and extraction by tractor and Oliver
logger was also witnessed. . demonstration of the method of measuring logs and
estimating their volume was noted with grest intercst, and several of the visitors tested
their sldll at this wrork. The field steff made the visit most instructive and enjoyable;
in addition,- the day was fine and warm.
: ' The party was escorted by the Conservator,
lr. A.H, POPERT; +the late Mr. PATERSON; District Officer P.L. WINCHESTIR and Forester
4.C. BEARD.

**FOUND IN THE FOREST _ WP ING while in o justiiiable "mood of

. fierce indignation", Forester W. DEAL, ITynford
School Beat, Thetford Chase, tells us of some of the junk he has found in and around the
pluntations. © "Just what," hs asks," do the general public think the forests are for?
Within a week or two of taking charge of 1y present beat I strode through a broom thicket
and there discovered a certain domestic utcns:.l, Some time later members of my felling
geng came across a crate of - apparently -- empty beer bottles in the woods. Then they
found that some were not empty, and production figures temporarily soared.

"But today's find beats everything. Cycling
fron Mundford to Iynford Cross I glanced into the hardwood belt and there stood a settue
end 2 couple of dcep armcheirs in tapestry and leatherette. I glanced around for the
feiries upon vhose sylvan senctuary I had seeningly intruded. But there were none -
only a tyre mork denoting where a lorry hed beer.

: "On the beat is a whacking great chalk rit
I:z% has been teken over by the local council as & rubbish durp. But do you think folk
will use it? No, they prefer the woods. The times I have had to witness a blushing
housewife go “through the rotions of surprise, as I inrorm her that a medicine bottle
becring her name and the injunction 'to be talen four times a day after meals' has been
unearthed among tins, torch batteries, broken crocks and cardboard cartons, I wouldn %
venture to count. But the heapn hes alvvgys vanished by the following morning.

“Can I sell anyone a nice three-piece suite?
Or something in china, perhaps? A well, turn it into the Conservancy offlce on an A 34,
t to get the old oluce spruced up souehowl"

This mctter of litter dwumping is certainly
beyond. a joke. We saw a Tew of the items found in Savernake ®orest two or three years
azo - milk bottles, beer bottles, an old bicycle, ‘an old perambulator, tins, old tyres,
a beastea.d and en olcl shotgun. The whole lot was on display at the Bath and West show;
we hope ¢ few consciences were touched.’
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CRICKET A THE ABERYSTYYTH OiFICE cricket club beceme
. runers-up in the Abcr-stwyth end District
League when, in the play off for the chempionship, they lost to the "Cambrian News" clubs
HE . . i

AlISWERS TO "(ODD QUESTIONS" HERE cre some answers to last month's odd-
questions.

Yhe forest in whose imaediate vicinity it is
nccessexy to drive on the right hend side of the roed is BRAMSHILL, ncar Farnborough,
Hompshire.  Some of the plantations {lank roads on Blackbushe Acrodrome and, under
intemational agrcement, 2ll traffic keeps to the right hand side.

Whet wild enimals X1l snakes? According to

David Stephen, o well kmown contributor to the Daily Record end Meil, Glasgow, hedgehogs
and moles vill kill vipers, ond so will goats. Do stocts hypnotise their victims?  No,
says the some writer. A "stoatcd" rebbit suddenly becomes porclysed, crouches and
screains and gives itscli’ up to its pursucr. Feocr is another nmetter, stoat feoar being
born in rabbits at the sight of a stoat and being increased by its simell. Thus the
rcbbit becones parclysed with terror. Nor is it hypnosis when a weascl or fox cuts
cpers to "fix" the cttention of birds or rebbits. The hunters plcy on the curiosity of
their victims, till they are off their gucrd.

Do weasels attack humans? A cornered wecsel
will attack a mon,ond engry weesels, single or in company, are clso liable to do so if
provoked. Do harcs slcep with their cyes open? No. They sleep with their eyes
closed, though lightly.

PERSQIAL R. T.H., McGEORGE was recently presented with
two bookcases, the gifts of field and office
steffs in the South Scotlond Conservancy, to mark his transfer on promotion to Chief
ixecutive Officer to Aberystwyth. The Conscrvctor, lr. J.A.B. MACDONAID, in making the
presencoation, scid Mr. McGeorge would be greotbly misscd.

Congratuletions to District Officer J,CeVOLSEY,
Abcxysﬁry‘th, on his merricge ot Caxdiff to ifiss Gwen Davies; District Officer .
D.Y.M., ROBERTSON was best mon. Mr. Voysey reccived a cheque as o wedding gift from the
~ Welsh Directorcte staff.

Congratulctions, also, on the arrivel of a
daughter to District Officer G.F. SAVAGE, North Scotland, and iirs. Savage; and to
District Officer J.R. SKINNER, North Wales, and idrs. Skinner.

: Then there is the following "flash" from
Edinburgh: New Acquisition. Congratulations to Mr. and lirs. Geoffresy Forrest on the
arrival of a son. lr. Forrest is Acquisition Officer (Scotlend) and it is appropriate
that this new acquisition should arrive before the end of the Forest Year. We understand
thet no namec has yct been chosen for the new unit.
“TRANSFERS THE FOLLOWING TRANSFEZRS have been notified

to Heedquorters:

District Officers P.A. INNES from Benmore, W(S),
%o Dunfries, S(8); R.ii.G. SEPLE from Devizes, 5W(E), to Bristol; J.i. DRUMIOND from
Devizes to Tavistoci, SW(Z); G.J.N. TiYLOR from Yoodchurch, SE(E), to ishford, SE(T);
F.B.X. PURSER frou: Devizes to Salisbury, SW(Z); S. FORRISTIR from Hexham, NB(E), to
Chopwell, ME(L). Toresters L. JONES from Coed-y-Brenin, H(W), to seron, N(¥);
P.H. ASIHWORTH from Lncrcsborough, IL(E? , to Holmfirth, Nu(Z)., Foremen H.F. CL/RKE from
Quentocls, swé'_-;g, to iolton Woods, SW(Z); X.F. SIP3ON from Inchnacardoch, N(S), to
Inshriach, IN(S). :

My, ERIC LEWIS, Chief Executive Officer, has
moved to Headguertcrs from sberystwyth, to succeed iir. B. Re DaAVIES » who has retired;
Ir. T. FARMER hes gone to Dumfries on promotion to Senior Executive Officer, to succced
lre T, o McGZORGE, whose transfer to .berystwyth is mentioned elsewhere in this issue;
end Mre DeOeJ. SLLWMAN is trensferred to sberystwyth from Headouarters , on pronotion to
Higher fxecutive Officer.

I YOU DO SOMETHI:G, SER SQUETIING, OR IEAR SOMETHING OUT OF THE ORDIN.RY ., TELL YOUR
SLASHER CORRBSPAIJENT, __ TiziRs LS 4. CORSUSPONDENT IN EACH DIRECTOR.TE /ND OONSERVIICY
OFFICE il




