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KAGLE VERSUS DELR - IN MARCH we referred to the "argument among
naturalists as to whether an eagle will attack a
EVIDENCE FRUM NORTH decr," eond mentioned the incident in North
SCOTLAND Scotland in which a gclden eagle appeared to be

trying to drive a stag over a cliff. A reader
(Divisional Officer W. A. CADMAN) vrote to say that more evidence than we had given was
required before any definite conclusions could be rcached. Now District Officer
K. CASSELS, who reported the incident, writes: "Mr., Cedman's remarks (The Slasher,
April) prompt some amplification of the circumstances. Though the story was at second
hand, I can vouch for the fact that there wes no eyric in the immediate neighbourhood and
I om recsonably surc the eagle had no kill to protect. Pleyfulness is not entirely
ruled out, but it should be remombered that the incidert did aot occur in the Spring.

"I rather take the view that the facts supoort
those who conterd that esgles do not attack deer (except, of course, cripples). To make
o number of  feints at o steg with, it seems, no intention of closing or striking
hardly constitutes an attack, even though the eagle may have hoped the stag would fall
over the cliff."

) So far it seems that most readers interested in
this particular subject have preferred to kecp an open mind as to whether an eagle really
will take offensive action. Now, however, we should consider the following note from
'MAJOR JOHN STIRLING of FAIRBURN, one of our Forestry Commissioners, who lives in North
Scotland and has had abundant opportunity to observe the characteristics of the eagle.

"Some years ago," writes Major Stirling, "we were
stalking hinds and were close to several which, highly suspicious, were standing on a
flat with same very stcep ground below them. An eagle came and circled abecve them
several times, then swooped down upon them; some of the hirds lost their heads and broke
awezy, galloping straight dovm the hill,  The eagle followed, gliding just above their
heads, but did not touch any of them. As soon as they got to the flat ground below,
the eagle lost interest, rose, and went back tc the herd. This time it singled out a
hind and calf and managed to drive them to the slope; as soon as they were on the really
steep ground the eagle alighted on the head of the calf (malking it look like a mouse) o
and held on tc its head =11 the way dovn, a distance of about 30C yords. As soon as the
cclf reached level ground the eagle rose. No doubt its intention hed becn to blind the
calf in the hope that it would fall and so be an casy victim."

Major Stirling goes on:
"There is no doubt whatever thet eagles do kill deer calves on occasions.

I have more than mnce scen eagles rise from the bedy of a decr, still warm,
which had obviously been killed by methods similer to that described above."

*MICUNTAIN RESCUES TiiE CULLINS, on the Island of Skye, which so offen
: heve taken toll of humen life, were recemtly the
D A FITLL FLLL scene of two more accidents, one of them fatal.

Forester Co MacDONAID end a squad from Glenbrittle
Porest took a prominent part in the rescue of one victim and recovery of the body of the
other,

The first accident occurred on a Sunday, when two
men from Portree were climbing on Sgurr Llasdcir. Both were hurt, but one, although
suffering from broken ribs, managed to reach Glenbrittle House and enlist aid for his
companion, who hed a fractured leg. Volunteers for & rescue porty were called for by
the Inspector of Police at Portree and the party left at 9415 peis, nzldng its way to
Cerrie Lochan, where the injured man lay. Conditions wcere treacherous owing to recent
snow, so that ice axes hcd to be used over the last 500 feet or so. The return journey
was corpleted at 8 zem. the following day.  Both men werc taken to hospital, to make a
good recovery. ‘

L The second accident also occurred in the Corrie .
Lochan areca and involved an Oxford undergraduatc, who fell some 400 feet. His companion
descended nd made him as comfortable as possible before setting off for Glenbrittle
House. A rescue party was orgenised and sct out at 10 peme, to find the man dead; the
body was conveyed to Glenbrittle House, which wos reeched at 4 oeue the next day.



#9R. TRIBE RECEIVES HIS THE PRESENTATION of the British Empire Medal
MEDAL awarded to Mr. WILLIAM TRIBE took place at Ledy

Hill Nursery, Camnock Chase Forest, in the North
West Englend Conservancy, and was made by the Lord Liecutenznt of Staffordshire, Mr. H.
WALLACE COPLiND.  As already reported in The Slasher, Mr. Tribe recently retired from
his post as Head Fcrester at Cannock.

Mr. O. J. SANGAR, the Director for England, in
introducing the Lord Lieutenant, paid tribute to Mr. Tribe's work for the Cormission and
said the fire dengcr at Cannock Chase hed involved heavy responsibilities - nearly one
third of the planted arca had been lost &t one time or another by fire. The Lord
Lieutenant read a letter to Mr. Tribe from Her Mzjesty the Quecn, in which she regretted
she was unable personally to moke the presentetion.

Mr., C. J. VENABLES, vho is a member of the
Conservoncy's Regional Advisory Commaittee, thenked the Lord Licutenant and later there
was a short tour of the forest. fcllowed by tea in the Coronation Hell ot Slitting Mill.
Among the bodies represented at the ceremony were the County Fire Service - who were
thanked by Lir. Sangar for their help to the Commission in the past - Lichfield Urban
District Council, British Rcilweys end the timber trode,

%PED TO START KERRY FOREST FORESTER E. E. PRYCE, who helped to start Kerry

Forest, in the North Wales Conservancy, has
retired after 32 years service with the Cormission. He commenced work at Kerry in 1923,
moved to Dovey Forest in 1929 amd went to Clocaenog in 1938, wherc he remained until his
retirement. :

£ cheque was handed over to Mr. Pryce by the
Conservator for North Wales, lMr. F. C. BEST, the informzl ceremony baing attended by
District Officer J. A. SPENCER anmd a number of the forest staff and workers at the
nursery. Mr., Best referred to Mr. Pryce's long aml faithful service. After early
disappointments, said ir, Best, due to frost, exposure and the early methods used for
plenting, Kerry hed turned out to be one of the best of our high altitude forests and
was now paying its way.
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“FUN FINDING OUT THE STAFF of the Bristol office, Headquarters of
the South West England Conservancy, appear, like
SOME BRISTOL VISITS our Edinburgh colleagues, to be covering a wide

range of subjects through the msdium of personal
visits to various undertakings.

The latest report fram Bristol tells of a visit to
the factory of Messr. V.D., and H.O., Wills, Ltd., where the party vitnessed the marufacture
of tobacco and cigarettes; one of the facts emphasised was the emount of duty paid on
each tierce of tobacco and, needless to say, there were rapid nental calculations as to
how tmch this meant on a "packet of twerty".  inother visit was to the sorting office of
the General Post Office in Bristol. The party arrived just as the "outward" mail begen
to come in; +the office seened to present o scene of chaos but in actusl fact the "order
erd nethod" was so carefully worked out that the meil was almost entirely cleared by the
time the visitors left, after two hours. The sorting office is adjacent to Temple Meads
Station, so that mail for despatch by rail is taoken direct to the main line platforn by
CONnveyor.

UCOME WORK WITH ME AD LET US MAKE IT abundently clear that the following
BE MY CLERK" is nothing more than a good-humoured leg-pull for

the instigators of the new accounting systen.
It is, of course, a parody on Christopher Marlowe's poem "Corie live with me and be ry lovel

1. Come work with me and be ry clerk 3, I will give thee groups of assets
And we will all the ledgers nark With a thousond diff'rent facets:
With noughts and crosses, red and black Five ton lorries, crawler tractors,
No debits, Credits shall we lack. No depreciation factors. »

2. Lxd we will sit up all the night, L. Sheaves of L.Me's and anendnents
Ind see the totals come just right, From H.Qe scnt by leisured gents:
By Natiornal adders to whose clack Aand if these faithfully you mark
Some odious man calls figures back. Cone work vwith me and be ny clerk.

5. The ALudit teams shall look and look
For iy ristckes in sheet ond book:
But if thou lmow and keep it deark
Then work with e and be ry clerk.
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""CRICKET HONOUR IMR. K. ROSCOE, Ixecutive Officer in the office of

Director, Wales, was sclectel to pley for the
sberystwyth cleven cgeinst Glamorgen, in the benefit motch for Willie Watldns, tne
Inglond ond Glamorgen ployer.

SEQEL TO CHRISTLS CUSTOM & PLELS.NT SEQULL to o Christmes custon ocourred
in Edinburgh. Every yeaxr the stelff of the
Scottish Dircctorate office makes o Christins gift to the Edinburzh Children's Shelter
and last Christmos Press photogrephs of the children's party showed the gigentic cracker
provided by our colleagues. There followed an invitction to visit the houe aid this was

aonc on a Saturdecy sfterncon. "The Shelter," writes our correspondent, "is plecsontly
situcsted in a residential vaxt of the city, is well equipped ond every care and coufort
is provided for the children." The visitors spent = "hectic exd exhausting hour”

pleying with the youngsters.
It is urderstood that severel of thc Zdinburgh
stef? oy arrange an cuting for some of the older childremn.
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“P.C. TIE NOW IN FOUR THERE are now four qualitvies of the Forestry
QULLITI=S Coumaission tie which, os meny readers will know,

is supplied by C. H. dudey, Ltd., 7, Irving
Street, Leicester Sguare, London, W.C.2. The matericls used and prices are: rayon
reope (siwoth weave royon) ot 6s. 6d. each; rayon mmtic weave, 9s. 6d.;  sillk weft (60
per cent silk), 41s. 6d.; eond cll silk reppe, 15s. Postege on 21l tics is 3d.
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“FLASHBACK TO CHRISTHIS FROM Forester H. W. JONES, of Delamere Forest, in
the North West Englend Conscervoncy, coies the

{. RECORD IOR C.SH SailES following comment on Christilas tree sales.

"You just cammot hold the Scots down," he writes.
"Give theay o good licking at Soccer,end up they come with Cash Scles. In the March
issue of The Slasher I saw a paragraph conccrning Cash Sales of Christnas trees, etc.,
ot Bleiradem Forest, Bust Scotland, where 10 bocks of /.35's, plus part of another, were
used in December lest, representing more than 500 individual sales, which were higher
than the Chopwell Forest (Englend) score published in 2 previous issue.

"While not wishing to subdue the 'Harmton Roar',
it st be placed on record that ot Delamere Forest last Decenber 15 books of :35's,
plus parts of two others, were used in respect of 784 individucl sales.  Englend rust
therefore 1oy claim to the record.” ,
' . Incidentelly, while on the subject of the festive
season, we would mention thot Forester L. G. MORGAN, of Cannock Chese, has just received
an unusual order for the time of the year - i.e., "One Christmas tree to be ready for
collection on 24th June,"

LI POOLS" DiY BiRIY THE PIRST of last nonth sew a gathering of staff
of the Bast Englend Conservancy office and their
friends at an ".11 Fools" party. The coimeny, @aore than 100 strong, enjoyed a
prograxie of games and dancing, with Mr. H. S. FROST as i.C.; the event was in the
nature of o "return" offair, for in the previous month Conservency staff were entertained
at o social evening held in the recently opcned villege h2ll at Santon Dovmhail.,  Thus
the staff from Thetford Chase forest were well represented, ond "outstation" colleagues
were also present fro. Ipswich end Northaupton.
Doy oR DU ? C: 1NYONE clear up the point? Is it Dunbsrton-
shire, or Duubertonshire? Least month, coimenting
on o letter from o reader, we suggested the former was correct cnd we bosed our view on
the Ordnonce Survey iwop. Fow Divisioncl Officer G. F'. BLLLGICE, Ecst Dnglond Conser-
vancy, sends us what he regerdas as conclusive evidence thet it is Dunbortonshire - on
envelopc postrerked "Helensburgh, Dumbartonshire".

This prompted us to consult a well known road nap
ard gezettcer, in which we found the county in question referred to es Dunbertonshire.
- TRANSFZERS : ' THE TOLLOWING TRiNSFERS hove been notified to
Headquarters:
District Officer .. R. CRali froa Cardiff, S(W), to Chepstow, S(iW). Heed Forester
D. J. DIVIES from Deen to Hemsted, SE(E)., TForesters R. 5. /NGUS from irdfin, W(S), to
Glenfinart, W(S); T.W.B. BOL4M Tron Longdale, NE(E), to Rievaulx, NE(E); J.... GRUEB
fraa Barecgle, W(S), to Newton Nursery, E(S); W,L. DYZ fron Strathyre, W(S), to Lrdfin.
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Foremsn J. S. LLLAN from Glenbrenter, W(S), to Strothyre. Lssistent Engincers G.O. COOK
fron Senten Dovmhan, 2(3), to Cerbridge, I(Z); 4. GOWLAD from Chester, NW(E), to
Cerlisle, NW(E). Clerk of Works J. .. COWLIE from Ardross, N(S), to Slattadale, N(S).

Clerical Officers i..R. BURGESS froa lberystwyth to
Caxrdiff; Lirs. C.4. BAIDWIN from Cardiff to iberystwyth. ' '
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“"REPRTES OF DONAID COUNTLESS stories have been told in the past of the
"worthy" of the squed who is quite irrepressible.

Such o men is one whom we will merely ccll Donald, of the North Scotland Conservencys.

Doncld was often given the serious and exacting duty of fire petrol, as he had the very

"divplonetic" woy of telling people where they should not go and was equally capable of

telling people where they should go, according to circusstences.

There wes the occasion when he was on patrol end met
one of our frierds fron zcross the sea, and it did not toke Doneld long to realise that
the man who asked so nany questions erd spoke of things in such 2 big woy wes an

inerican. "Why," related the talker, "in our country f{ro:a the tops of some of our hills,
with o good glass, we cen sce tivings 70 miles away."  Donsld wes not greatly izpressed,

but listened. "Sey," went on the imericen, pointing to a nearby hill, "if I were to go

up there with a good gless could I see Glasgow?"  Donald pondered for o noment and
replied: "I believe if you took helf a bottle you would see New York."
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PERSONAL THE FOLLOWING MARRIAGES have teken place:

ir. IEN BAIDWIN, EO, iberystwyth, to Miss CHRISTINE

CHiPMAN, CO, Cordiff; Mr. J. W. TaRRANT, EO, Cordiff, to ¥iss P. J. DUWN, CO,
Shrewsbury; of District Officer JOHN AIDHOUS, Mrs. P. M. LEWIS (now Mrs. TROSS) ,
}Miss MARIE TEBBUTT, Ex-School Ganger I.J.M. DAWSON, and ifiss JO/N McLAREN, all of the
Forest Research Stotion, Miss M.J. MATTHEWS, Supervisor Typist, Shrewsbury, to
Mr. JOSEFH BOYLE; iiiss MARY TUCKER, CO, Caxdiff, to lir. NOEL PICKETT; Miss E. M.
JEFFERIES, CO, Bristol, to Mr. R. S. LLOYD. ‘

Births — 4 son to lr, C. RIDIEY, EO, Forest Research
Station, and Mrs. Ridley; son to Mr. G. W. FOULDS, CO, Carbridge, and Mrs. Foulds;
son to Mr. L. W. FESN, CO, Cambridge, ord lirs., Femn; deughter to Mr, P. F. HERMON, EO,
HQ., end Mrs. Hermon, formerly CO, Cembridge; daughter to District Officer J. H. JUIMES,
South Weles Conservency, ond Mrs. Jemes; son to asste Engineer D.O, BAYLISS, Lberystwyth,
end Mrs. Boyliss.

**DELTH OF CLIRK OF WORKS V& DEEPIY REGRET to have to record the death of

Mr. H. L., MILIER, Clerk of Works in the South
Weles Conservency, who passed away in hospitel.  Mr. Miller joined the Cormission last
yeor and nhod been working in the Chepstow area.

MWHIE' IS VoD ? ANYONZE uncertain as to the nature and composition

: of the importont row matericl we are 21l, in one
wey or another, helping to produce in ever—increasing cuontities might refer to an
article reproduced in pamphlet form by the .ustralien Scientific and Industriel
Resecerch Orgsnisetion! While written from cn iustralien angle, wood is wood the world
over, though its structure moy vary.

"Wood as we know it, i.es, the bark-denuded boles
snd main brenches of mature Gyrmosperne (nonpored woods) end dicotyledonous fnglospermae
(pored woods), consists of what has been termed wood substance together with highly
verizble quentities of extrancous materials (i.e. materials extreneous to the mature
cell walls). The extraneous rotericls include a wide range of substances such as oils,
fats, wexes, ocids, aldehydes, clcohols, phytcsterols, resenes, pigments, tennins,
phlobaphhenes, kinos, saponins, gums, rmcilages, sugers, cyclohexanols, mineral
constituents, proteins, etc.

"Peyen, carly in the nineteenth century, assumed
thot wood substance was a heterogeneous mecheniccl mixture in which the cellulose (or
skeletel) was embedded in encrusting materials. Payen's encrustotion hypothesis has
had its adherents up to recent times. Most wood tcchnologists now believe thet the
encrusting meterials consist of lignin and hemicellulose and thet lignin, in part at
least, is chemically combined with the polysccchoride constituents of wood - more
particulerly, with the herdcellulosic constituents." :

This is as far as we propose tO g0e



