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TEE SNO/BOUND SAVAGE "84iCK FRCM HITE HELL" - that ias how a national nevs-—
paver headlined its story about the experiences of

A SAGA OF THE FROZEN NORTH District Officcr G. F. SAVAGE, of Dornoch, during the

recent snow-storms in Scotland. Now our colleague
tclls in his owm vords of his adventures, hecading nis rcmarks "Thc Terriblc Tale of the
Saovbound Savage".

It all bcgan innoccently cnough on 1llth Januery (he
writes) with a routine jowrney to Borgic Forcest, taking with me Forester A. CRAWFORD to
relieve Forester N. FHIFPS, who was going on leave. There was a light covering of snow
over the waste of bog and rccky mountains which seem to fill up the middle of Sutherland,
Dut not enouzh tc cause trouble even at .the infamous Crask summit, and I casually thougnt
that I mizht not reecd my shovel after alle.

The next morning there were four or five iaches of snow
on the car and “he surrouading countryside. It was o finc dey, though, and vith chains
it .as easy cnougn ¢ et Lo &the forcst office. Then Crowford ancg I sct out in vhe car
for Tongue. In Skerray thc #irst squcll hit us, ena wind and snow combined, howling
round the corner of the hill, stupvea the car. (I coulén't see the sides of the road,

anyw"y). He moved oa i'cr about cn hour and covered somc two milcs, stopping of meces-—
sity a few timcs to shovel snow, and oncc to lock for the road.  About mid-day we hit a
Srift some threc fect decp and, as we started.te dig, it really becgan to snow. Ye

c
retired to thc car and watched. I don't know how any of the snow rcached the ground -

% 2ll seemed to be moving horizontally.

-

.4 figurc lurched out of the whitcness ahcad and tottered
to rost in the lce of the car. It proved to be the County roaaman who, before battling
on the last half-mile homc, bavbled of six-foot arifts, and thc possibility of death by
freczing. Ve deciced to freeze on a full stumach znd ate our sandviches, but an hour
later the only change in the weether knd been. for the worse, anc things weren't so funnye.
Vic deeicded to abandon ship, and madc for 2 nearby croft.

This was thc homc of ilrs. ELIZABETH NEWLANDS, who is the

sistcr of District Officer D. MLCK.Y (S.E. Englend).  She madc us doubly welcome vhen
she lcarned that I hzd met her brother a month or two prcviously at Northcrwood. By

mid-day on Thursdey the 13th the storm had pretty wwcll blown itsclf out and we cmerged
to take stock. ~ The car wos foirly in the middle of o drift 3 to 4 fect decp and the
road was blocked in both dircetions.  4n cxpcdition to the Post Office procduced the
informition that thce telcphonc linc to Thurso was wworking cccasionally, cvery village in
the North of Suthcrland was isolated, ond thet a 'bus had been lost scmevherc on the
road betiween Skerroy ond Tonguc.

The folloiing nmorning Crawford shoulclercd his baggage and
walkec round to Borgiec to sce vhat could be donc about poye. (Vory littlo, as a mctter
of fhct - the pay cheoucs tock another four deys to arrive.) I staycd to dic out the
cor and help lock for sheop. Whilc cngaged on the latter operation, I was struck by
the similarity of the landscapc to that of the nmoon as imagined by artists looking out
of spaccship X-20. . There was no sign of animel or hwwen life and almost no colour in
the scenc, just whitc snow and black rock under o clear sky, sprcading outvards in
jegred wmves to the fantastic spiky pecks of Ben Loyal in the distant south-wist; and
over it o1l ~ stillncss I heve never cxpericnced before, no birds, not the faintest
whisper of a2 wind or cven a murur froa the sca.l”

Rescuce by Helicoptcer

I finclly got thc car out of the drift on thc Sunday
and pushed it to o cleer spacc at thceside of the road. I considercd the next moves
Sc far s I kncw, cll the roads wcre still blocked but the railwny was vorking fronm
Thurso. I got out iy map and calculatcd the distance - about 38 uiles - and Gecided
thet I could walk it in ebout thrce days, cven if the roads weren't clear.

S5¢ on rmonday.I slung .y bag on iy shouldcrs, took leave
of 17 hostess and, folloving the shore most of the way so as to avoid the drifts, walked
to Bettyhill. There I heerd the story of the stranded dentist, who was rouscd from his
bed in the hotel at 6 ceaae to cope dth a waterfall froa o burst pipe in the next roon.
I joincd this gentlensn in 2 gnllant but unsucecessful attcapt to get to Helmsdale by car
vie Stroethnever, and ve returncd to Bettyhill scicvhat chastencd and consicerably
exhausted by all the digging and pushing. .



Next morning, as I was having breakfast, a Naval
helicopter descenaed into the field in front of the hotcl. The opportunity was too
good %o wiss and I rushed out to iaterview the pilot, vho agreed to takc me to Vicke
Mow I have flovn in acroplanes without a2 qualm, but I was quite unprcpared for the vway
in which this thing leap’ suadenly into thc air and was carricd away by the winde. “hen
ny stomach caught up with me, I found helicopter travel quitc pleasant, and thoroughly
cnjoyed the forty-nminute flight to Wicke At Wick Airport I was takcen over by the Press,
photographed, and whisked awvay to recount my cxpericnccs, and consume a lunch which was
very wwelcome ’

That is the cnd of the storye I caught thc a {fternoon
train i'rom ‘fick and arrived homc at Dornoch just seven and a half days after leaving for
an overnight stay at Borgie.

The car, by the way, was salvaged a weck later.

#¥PO INDIA *OR JORLD CCNGRESS THE DIARY kcpt by the Deputy Dircetor General,
SIR HEIRY BERESFORD-PEIRSE, of a reccnt visit to India
SOME EXTRACTS FRGI A DIARY for thu Fourth World Forcstry Congress, makes interest-
ing rcading. liuch of it, of coursc, deals with
foresiry and the Congress proccedings and no doubt deteilcd rcefircnce to these subjects
will appear elsewhcre then in The Slashcr.  But rcaders will be intcrested in
Sir Henry's rccord of ccrtain "side-lights".  /ith somc of the other dclcgates, he
left London Airport on Deccmder 1ste "Then e camc into Jodhpur", he vwritcs, ™
could pick out nuacrous flccks of goatse The fairly ncw Maharaja's palace of pale
pink stonc anc typical Indian Gesign stood magnificently above thc town, and so did the
olc¢ fort. Customs formalitics herc, as this is an air fronticr post. One of us
(¥r. GEORGE BATTERS, Conservator in the office of Director, England) inadvertently
took a photograph and was almost arrestcd - his film vas confiscatcd.  We haa not
rcaliscd e werc in the middlc of an air force station eeecaees”

‘"prrived Dehli and transportcd to Ambassador HOtcleseeos
2 typical luxury 'intcrnational! hotcl, thc ncwest in the city. Big double bedroom
writh bathroom, sofz and cheirs, air conditioning plant, wircless, telephonc, and an
enorious rcfrigerator holding nothing but a bottlc of drinking water. Visited Bazaar
in 0ld Dehli - saw -/andering through the confusion a long marriage proccssion, the
bridegroom riding a iuch adorncd horsc, shaded by cmbroidered umbrella and supportcd
by friends and & band. He was. on his wmy to 'cbduct' his bride from her home and may
ncver have seen her, having been betrothed at the agc of three.

Letcr, on tour in Kashnir. "Hair-raising drive in
Land Rovers took us to cxtreme north ivest end of thc Kashmir plain.  Forcst guards in
¥heki uniforms and grcen turbans posted 2t cvery road junction with spccial Congress
noticese Driving tcchnique was 'to put fingcr on horn and foct well dovm on accelerator,
scastering pony carts, cattle, chickens, dogs, shcep, men, women and children in all
dircciionse. Along rozds and some waterways werc lincs of poplar said to be Lombardy,
but not locking typicals Giordaro (Italy) says thcy are not Lombardy, but camot
identify thone Other linc planting wes with willow for baskets, and sone for cricket
batse There were nany rulberry trecs, bascs of the cxpanding silk industrye. Fine
deodar Torcsts mixed wvith somc P. c¢xcclsa and a little ash and walnut. Wuts delicious,
but trces of poor foria duc to lopping of branches for roader and fircwood. A Frenchman
has becn working here for four years, excavating root cuts, length 4' to 6', of walnut
for export for veneers 1o rance - over 300 miles to railhcad. ‘Kashmir govermment
stopoing his activitics at end of thc ycar and proposc to set up small veneecr factory.

"An intcresting fcaturc of cxploitation of the 150+
ycar OlC Cedar and Pinc is that all logging is donc Dy man power aloncs Even the
hauling of the bigpgest logs, 30-40 ft., is donc by men chanting o kind of working song.
Entirc lack of mcchanisation fully justificd by thce virtually unlimitcd cheap labour
aveailable. *

"On the return journcy the snow-covercd Himelayas, red
in the setting sun, werc unforgettablc.

"To Yus, about 30 milcs south of Shrinager. Iiuch
crosion. Over—-grazing is numbcr onc problcm of the forcster and is also a national and
political provlun,. At Yus saw rixcd forest of P. cxcclsa, Picca morinda and
ADe pindrov, some fine trocs. Torcst is nostly over-aged and duc for rcgencration,
but no nmoney is allowcd at prescnt, so only fclling of very over-mature trees is donc.
Herc, as clscwhere, the Working Plans arc.in torce and the propoer trcatment understoods
I vas impressed by the kcenness cnd knowlcdge of the forcst officcers, and it vas good
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“£0 hear spontancous tributc paid to the men from Britain who had built up the
Indian Forcest Service.
"Arrived Dehra Dun December 10th for the Congresss
Dclegates housed in hostcls of the Forestry School or nllltary Academy . The Forcstry
Institute is 2 magnificent building said to hove cost £1F million by complction in 1929.

"Deccmber 16th.  Excursion to Rajaji Rescrve for tiger
drive. Loft in buscs, party 90 strong. Drove t0 south side of Siwelik Hills, where
six clephants took the perty in rclays to platforms in the trces. When all vere
installcd a shot was fired and 2 great shouting anc beating of cans brcke out in the
distencce Angus (Fiji) and I sharcd = platform end were lucky enough to secc a tiger
pass about 15 yards avay. ¢ clso sow a number of spotted accr. Cthermisc there wos
little wild life. Later e saw vhere the bait had been tied - the rcemains of a bullock

which & tiger had killed the night before.

. "Decombver 22nd, Special train took us to Dchli, takdng
11 hcurs for the 200 mile or so jowrney."

Sir Henry arrived back in Englund carly on Christmas

morning.

¥ GREY SQUIRREL ChlPAIGN PAYIENT for grey squirrdl tails, which wes originally
introduced for o two-ycar period ending in March, will

IXTENSION OF BONUS PERIMD continuc for a furthcr ycar.

The scheme provides for the peyment of 2 shilling a
tail and in the 13 nmonths. fron its incepticn to September last, the number of grey
squirrels killed vas morc than double that of the previous correspond:né pcriocde It
is hopcd that rcaders will do all thcy can to publicise this exvension, so that full
advantage may be toaken of it by those people who zrc able actively to take part in the

carmpaign.

¥HTHE CHRISTML.S RUSH FORESTER G. . PalKER, of Chopwell Forest, North Zast
Engilond Conservancy, tells us that he received 361
eparate orders for Christmas trees znd grecnery. How did other Foresters farc?

*FORZSTER 4S8 BIRD F.NCIER HO. DIVERSE #rc¢ our pastimes and hobbies! Forester
BUNETT P.ITERSON, of Garcrogo, in the South Scotland
Conservancy, is a bird fancicr with show successes to his credit. At the Stranraer and
District show his two conories geincd for him two first prizes and the cup for thc best
"Border". His threc cntrics of budgerigers geincd two firsts and one sccond prizc.
4% the Kirkcudbright shoiw the Borders again sceured first prizes and two budgerigers
gained ¢ second and third prizc.

*“ANSWERS 7O LGRS LNSWERS to the forcst anugrams given in Deccmber arc:
41D 4 N2 PUZZLE TaF FECHAN;  URDG.RTLN; CORRIEDOO; S.VENLKE;

CCED Y BRENIN; BRIGHSTONE; GUIS..CH.N; SPADE.DAI;
L.NGD/LE; Y.RDLEY CH.SE; MICHELDEVER; XCREST OF DEER.

“hen o reader sent us along the following (vhich is
probavly of .mericen origin) e werc told that the narrotive conceals anagrams of 37
trce namcs. {c confcss thot we have only been able to find 36. But try it for your-
sclves, rememocring thet in no case do the anagrams overlap.

among o limited qumbcr, cups and trophies prove an cspecial lure, and these
pecple plen writh zccl to gain thenm. Fiously we hopc in time that our milcrs
Will be able to run ambulanccs-spry as those vehicles ore my scoffing friend -
to a closc {inish, Houw 7ill this be achicved?

Stunt checring, cxpcertly led, rcveals an anple cluc, say Charlestone studcnts,
vhen vic wont lusty support we'll map out o cheer scheme to be cheercd os if for
dear lifc by a2llwini.  Shall we pausc to counsider this voecal prop? To crib
habits is rother cheap. No deor crusaders, we'll wage the athletics war not

Dy lending vocel aid ond mollycoadling our men, but by the holy light of mcllowed
optinism. (Ve arc odd folk).

#¥XORICKET HONOURS Uit ITVITATION to sccrctaries to tell us how Commission
cricket clubs or teams have fared of latc has brought
forth the following notc from iire L. 4. CiiuPLIN, Chicf Clerk at York, Headquartcrs of
the North East Erngland Conservancy.
—)_.



V. »

"The Conservancy office," he writes, "strengthencd at
times by cathusiasts Trou the Conscrvancy generally, has played a number of rcprescnta-—
tive gamcs over the prast fouw ycars.e  The most notable of these vwere the matches in
1953 and 1954 agseinst ihc Northorn Timber kierchants' Association. In 1953 the first
mateh was playcd at Thirsk and was won by the Comriission, and after the match
iir. Tom Placc, timber nerchant of Horthallerton, presentcd a cup for annual compctition.
In 1954 <he mateh was playcd at Boroughbridge znd resulted in a vin for the tiwbcr
mcrchants.

"Conscrvancy tcaiuis have played weekend matches at
Wrnyard enc Jorvaulx forcsts. In addition, thc Conscrvancy office has competed in
the locel Civil Scrvice Evcaning Leaguc, and in 1954 headed the tablc with an unbcaten
rccorde Ve won five matches, one being washed out by rain. we look forward to
an cven bettcr scason, vhen we hope the Place Cup will again be hcld by the Corriission."

*¥DER HIIMMEL AND STILL they comnc. A reader even goes to Germany

for a list of strangecly named public houscs.  These
include "Der Himmel", "Das Fegefeuer", and "Die Hohle", meaning in turn Heaven,
Purgatory and Hell.

Forcster D, E. LITTLE, of Derry Ormond, North Wwalcs,
writcs in on the subject of "The Runt in Tun", to which we rcferrcd last month. "My
late granafather," he says, "uscd when making cider to open the end of one hogshcad or
barrcl ond place therein the runt, that is the small suckling pig. If this verc not
available, then a lerge lump of becf meat would be used. The berrel hcad was then
closed and rcbanded again, and thc cider poured in. This was the 'special'! cider for
the housc and gucsts. Scverzl barrcls or ordinary cider and perry were made for use
by farm scrvants and hclpers at horvest times."

“THE R0CKING STCNE IN Compartment 21 in Nevis Forest, North Scotland,

there is a large, 2lmost egg-shaped "rocking stone".
The estimatcd reight of this stone is threce to five tons. Delicately balanced on a
roised scetion of bed rock, it can be rocked iiithout any great effort.

HYas any forest or Conservancy a "bigger and better"
rocldng stonc?

Readers mny care o tell us of any other unusuel stoncs -
not necessarily those that may be moved. We have in mind such oddities as the Toad Rock
at Rusthall, ncer Tunbridgc wells. '

FETRANSFERS THE ¥OLLG.ING TRANSFERS have bcen notified to
Heodquarters:

District Officers A. $. MacNiIx from Glosgow to Cairnbaan, W(S); G. A. DEY frcm
Drumlithie, E(S), to Cairnbaan. Head Forcster G, H. BUTTON from Brandon, E(E), to
Swanton, E(E). Forcsters J. B. METCALFE from Redcsdalc, NE(E), to Allerston, NE(E);

R. L. BAI2D from Harwood, NE(E), to Skipton, NE(E). Forecmen D. ¥W. LAWSON from Benmore,
W (8), %o Tulliallen, %i(8); H. M. JENKINS from Crychan, S(ii), to Dovey, N(W);

J. S. GELDER from Ardgartan, (8), to Bemnore; J. . McKE:ND from ifinard, W(S), to
Inverlicver, +i(S); . K. L. SEWFLZ fron wauchope, S(S), to Dundecugh, S(S).

¥igher Exccutive Officer . MelILL.LN from Edinburgh to Glasgoi. Executive
Cfficer M. 4. 8. GUBBY froa Headquorters to Aberystwyth. Clerical Officor
V. C. MITFORD from Shrewsbury to Chester.

EEDINNER :ND DLNCE THE snnual dinncr and dence arrangcd by thc HeQ.
Inforesta Sports and Social Club was held at the
Paviours .rns, London, and was greatly cnjoyed. Some 80 guests attcnded, including
the Dircctor General, ire 4. . GOSLING, and lirse GOSLING; The Dcputy Dircctor General,
SIR EENZY BERESFCAD-PZIRSE, and LiDY BERESFCRD-PEIRSE; ana the Secrctary,
¥Mr. H, 5. TUENER, onc irs. TURNER. There wes only one toast - that to "The
Victorious 1i.CeCe" (England loving won the .shes that day, in sustralia). It was
proposcd by Mr. . if. COXL.CK, as Chairman of the Social Club, who was accompanicd by
Iirs. CCTRLCK.

FHCOLECTIN IN OUR Deceuber issuc we said the sele of holly in
New Forcst brought in an annual rcturn of about £100
to thc Commission. we zre informel the figurc should be £600. e arc pleased to hecar

of this. It is 211 grist to thec mill.

IF YOU DO SCMETHING, SEF SMETHING, OR HLAR SGISTHING OUT OF THE CRDIN.LRY, TELL

YOUL SLoSIER COXGISTONDIATs  Tioitl IS .. CORRBSDGNIMNT IN E.CH DIRECTOR.TE ..ND

la¥a - n-'?'
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