THE SLASHER

- Porestry Commission News

No. 82 Octover, 1954
DENDROLOGIST'S 3,000 SAMPLES WE ARE ALL collectorw, in one way or another -

. numismatists, lithologists, herpetologists,
ARE YOU ANOTHER JOE STEARNS? 'speleologists or just plain ordinary people who love

to harbour things in the garden shed because, one
day, "they may come in handy". But who among us may claim to be a dendrologist?
We nay be accused of misusing the word, for it really means a student of trees, but the
person we have in mind is the men (or woman) who systematically collects samples of
‘l‘:im'b(_r-

The question springs from our having read an article
in an Amcricen magazinc of thce fervour of one Joc Stuarns, of Beriok, Maryland, whosc
wood saizples "rank among thc top five of the world's coumperatively fow privato wood
collcetionss" ‘what Joc can do in the way of collecting, <e thought, somconc in this
country should be able to cmulatc, in quality if not in quantity. But pleasc reced on.

Joc Stoarns has collected more than 3,000 different
specimens of timber (some, of coursc, frem the samc family of trees) and holds 100,000
extra 6 inches by 3 inches by half an inch blocks to cxchange with other collcctors.
(I% bhas been cstimated, wo gather, that therc arc more than 25,000 diffcrent timber
spccies in the world.) Joc says there is romance and adventurc in cvery block of wood
that has come his way. His Pink Ivory, it is claimcd, is the sacred wood of the Zulus;
the history of his Thuya gocs back to the building of Solomon's Templc and beyond.  He
has samples of tirber from Russian Qlive; from the toothachc tree, the thorns of which,
it is said, arc chowed by humans vho have ncglected their molers and seck relief from
pain; from Purple Heart from South Aumerica; and rcd Padouk from Nigeria. He has
pieces of vivié grecn Paw Paw wood and Descrt Iromwod, and so on, seemingly almost
ad infinitum. ' :

There is in being, it seems, a Wood Collectors
Society with ncarly 200 members.- Another point of interest is that the world's
largest collection of wood specimens is said to be held by Yale University, which has
somc 14,000 samplcse So Joc and Yalc appcar to hold two of the "top five" collections
who holds thc othcrs?  Perhaps somc dendrologist aong our readers can tcll us and at
the samc timc give us some information about his cr her own collection.

®EMHE SPARROW LIVES FOR 40 - NOT FiR from Friston Forcst, which the Cormission has
: YEARS? formed on thc dovms ncer Eastbourne, in Susscx, are
iiannock Gardens, which are nuch visited by holiday-
INEQUALITIES IN AGES makcrs who in secking the home-made scone encounter

sone reiarkablc horticultural achieveicnts and coimmacnt
on country lifc. Dallying thorc tho other day (vhile on official leave, of course)
we cane across the following data on "strauage incqualitics in animal ages."  Some of
the clrims may be challenged by rcadcre. -

The whalc, it is said, lives for 500 ycars, sparrow
for 40 yecars, cat for 20-30 yecars, and blackbird for 18 ycars. The ozrp lives fov
200 ycers, %he squirrel six yecars (far too long, if grcy!), bear 50 yeers, swan 150
yecars, canary 22 ycars, toad 4O ycars and goose 80 years. And so the list gocs on -
moth 5—;- deys, turtlc 350 ycars, :ayfly four hours, dragon fly seven weeks, house fly
four onths, snail 2% ycars, pigcon 20 ycars, ousc six years,.hog 20 ycars, raven
100 ycars, rabbit 10 ycars, parrot 100 ycers, lion 35 yecars, golden eagle 100 yoars,
and e¢lephant 150 ycars. ‘ ‘

4 1littlc controversiael, perhaps!

¥%, GOLFING FEAT FOQ THE' WIRST TIME, thc Forestry Comrission has won

the Potton-iMacdougall cup, a golfing trophy much
covetod by Civil Scrvants in Scotland. It was first proscnted for competition in
1900. Those responsiblc for sccuring the cup ‘wcrc District Orficer ILiN S. WATT and
Exceusive Officer J. HOGARTH, both of Dircctor, Scotland's iscquisitions staff. Playing
as partners thcy started from a ficld of 88 vontestants and bcat the Ministry of Works
pair in thc finals, which werc held on the Prestonfiocld Course at Edinburghe

This i.as indeod an achievement and it is hoped that
Messrs. Watt end Hogarth will bring in many worc such "acquisitions" in the future!



®EDIRCCTOR'S STLFF IN THE MORE than 30 mcubers of the staff of Director, England,
CHILTCRNS took part in a recent educational visit to the Chilterms.

The itinerary was arranged by District Officer
R. !I. IEWDLIL, who awaitcd the party, and beforc visiting the Commission's voodlands at
Jatlington, the visitors went to the Forcst Products Research Laboratory at Princes
Risborough, vherc a tour w.as conducted by lir. F. G. 0. PEARSON. Grecat interest vas
shovm in the individual labhoratorics and saw mill, the wood secasoning shed and the
vaporised kilns and scctions in which tesis of timber take place.

A picnic lunch was partaken at an inn at Tatlington
aich is opwositc the site on vwhich the Commission proposcs to build somc 20 houses (it
is assunmcd, oi course, that the proximity of the inn and building sitc is purcly

. fortui'bous.'). The party “as Jjoincd by thc Director for Ingland, Mr. O. J. SiNGAR,
Stetc Forest Officer D. GRANT ané Forcster R. SCHOFIELD and then followed an enjoyable
tour of Qucen's ood, vherc cfforts arc being madc to restock, vherc possible, with
natural rcgencration of bcech and oake

Indusiriel Visit in North Scotland

On thc rccent autumn holiday a party from the North
Scotland Conservancy Officc at Inverness made an instructive tour of the vorkshops of
o local firm, Resistance licldécrs, Ltd. It wes the welding technique cvolved by this
Pirm which made possible the construction of Pluto (Pipc Line Under the Ocean) which,
imacdiately afier D-Day, was to supply our rorccs in France with petrol. The visitors
were shoun a drawing of a wclding machine and then saw opecrations in the various seotions
of the tworks, through to the main asscmbly shop. It was noted that the machincs procuccd
by “he firm arc uscd to weld a very widée range of articlcs, such as railway buffers,
iiindow frames, bicycles and car wheecls.

¥EPIOST FORDST AN.LGRAMS HERE arc the answers to the forcst anagrams published
last month. ¢ hope reacers who attempted to "unravel
them werc a2 hunércd per cocnt successful.

1. TLIR ONEN, S(/); 2. CLYDESDiLE, S(S); 3. THETFORD CHiSE, E(E);

L. RINEIOOD, NEJ; 5. ILLDON, DLRTMOOR Sw(E); 6. TENTSMUIR, E(S);

7. TLYENIG, N(W) plus DEiN; 8.  STR.THDELRN, N(S); 9. VALDERSL.DE, SE(E);
10. /MPLEVORTH, NE(E); 11l. G.LELOCHHELD, W(S); 12. THOKNTHWAITE, W (E).

Tollawing is anothcr collection of anagrams, this time
from a Headcuartors rcader for vhom, clearly, crossword puzzles present few problems.
There is anc for cach Conscrvancy and Now Forest.  inswers will be given next menth.

1. 4 T.BLF DIET; - 2. OCR.SH IN LOCH .RD; 3. GLEN COCQi; 4. I CiLLL THEO;
5. LELRN LOTS; 6. REVIVE LINER; 7. LOT WANTING; 8. MOTHER'S TORN;
9. NO LLCHEMIST; 10. 00! SHREwWD; 1l. RED GRLIN; 12. THESE FullLe

¥HETHE PRULYER OF THE TREE SOME TLAE AGO we asked if any reader could throw light
on the authorship of the poem "The Prayer of the Trce".
AND .. LITTER WARNING Mre J., J. LAWRIE, writing from the Forest Office,

Hargeisa, Somaliland, says: "It may be of interest
that this poem appcars in thc preface of a little booldet - West African Forestry,
Dy Re L. Srooks =publishcd in 1949. Brooks says 'Thc inscription is shown in woods,
parks and gardens in Portugal to rcmind pcople or the valuc of trees'. This may
provide a clue ..... or a falsec trail." Unfortunately there is no cluc, for we have
hecard from elsewhcre of the association -wwith Portugal.

Forester D. 1'. MARSHALL, of Willingham, East England,
recells sceing the pocm Guring the war but is certain no author's name appearcd with it.
4t the Beth end :‘ost show this ycar the Quccn Mother saw the verse and commented that
she first came across it as a child. It scoms, thcrefore, that we must accept the fact
that today thc poem is crcdited to mo-onc in particular.

Forestcr Marshall sends us another pocm issued, it is
thought, by thc Holiday Fellowship. It is worth quoting:

-2 -



. .0
Pricnd, +when you stray or sit and takc your easec
. On moor or fcll or undcr spreading trecs,
Pray 1 avc no traccs of your waysidc mecal,
No paper bag, no scattcred orangec .peel;
Nor daily journal littercd on the grass,
thers mey view thesce vith distaste and pass.
Let no one say and say it to your shame,
That all was beauty here, until you came!

¥ITHS DEAN SCHOOL .ND QU2 NOTE in August, which reported the Dircctor General

DEHRA DUN _ as rcferring to The Dean School as probably the oldost

: forestry school in thc Commonwealth has brought

the folloving not ﬁ*on District Officcr T. V. DENT, of the Fast England Consorvancy.
"Dehra Dun Forcs;. School in India," hc says, "has been overlooked. That cstablishment,
. the Indian Forcstry Rangers Collcge, is comparable in sccpe and size to our own Dean
School. With.+the coxception of a two-ycars break in the 1930's- the Dchra Dun Collcge
has, for 75 ycers, scnt out to all parts of India a stcady stroam of cxcellent men,
well %raiped for their cercers as forcsters and having a decp sense of tradition.”

¥¥A TORTHCOMING DINNER -~ ONCE MORE wc arc glad to assist the Edinburgh University
. Porcstry Scoicty, by drawing attention to thc fact that

the amuel diancr is %o bo hclé on 25th November at the George Hotel, Zdinburgh, at

6.30 pems . The Presidcntial iddress will be given by the Earl of Cawdor. All

ex-mcmbers of the Society. are cordially invited to attend; thc hon. scerctary is

; « W. S. B, HUTCHINGS nhosc, address, of coursc, is 10, George Square, Edinburgh.

s THE m.EE ITH nNTL”RS VVHEN LOOKING the othcr day at some photographs of
unusual malformations in trcer in Britain, we were

- ronlno.ed of f’rcaks in various other parts of thc world. For example, an oak in the

Lustrian-Byrol grew vith-antlers protruding likc branches from its trunk. Many years
before an avalanche had killcd a stag and carried the body to a spot vhere the head
covered an acorn. This sprouted and with the passing of years encased the skull of
the stag. VWhen the tree reached maturity only the antlers could be scen, projecting
from the stem.

Then thoere is the case of the tree in the Botanical
__Ga.ro.ens in Cape Town that "swallowed" a water pump, while the baobad of Central Africa

" "'is said to consume dead veoplc. In actual fact it is an undeserved reputation, based

on thc habit of natives of using thc hollow trunk as a very convenient mausoleum.

: At home v havc the shrew ash, deriving the name from
the old-time cus..om of impaling live shrows on the branches. This was done in tho
belicf that contact with a shrcw would involve great pain and the possible loss of a
limb, yct an antidote could be made from a picce of ash in which a shrew had been
imprisoned. In this casc any malformation would be smell but the causc is of intorest.

Yic have no personal knowlcdgc of the following, though
the troc concerned may be known to some of our readcrs. Ve are informed that an
ancient plane thet cxists in Westgate Gardens, Canterbury, has within it en iron seat.
Lyparenitly tho cntire scat was "consumed" in about 60 years.

Perhaps you know of a curious instance of malformation -
or "conduct" by a tree. If so, we shall be glad to hear about it.

%) OTHER STRANGELY-ITAVED "YE OLD.TRIP TO JERUSALENM" is another strange inn name
INN noticed by -a recader. The hostelry concerncé is at
Nottingham and is said to be the oldest in England,
having <xisted since 1189. It is built ageinst the famous Castle Rock and most of
its rooms are actually hein out of the rock, a soft sandstone. Hcre the Cirusaders
are said to havc haltcd beforce sctting out to fight the Saraccns - hence the name, it
being understood that "tryppc" is an old word for "halt'.

To the list of unusual mcmorlals, which have becen
described from ‘clmc to time, e must add the stonc in lorengie Forcst, North Scotlands
This vas "erccted to the memory of Geordie, killed by a road hog at Perth in 1926".

A Tccord of scrvice vith a Highland rcgimeont in th\, first world wer is glvcn and
rcveals that Geordic .as & horse,

#%p£7 8s. JORTH OF TATLS IT IS ?EPO RTED that & mcmber of the public (an enginoer

) by tr ao) rccently presented no fewer than 148 grey
squirrcl tails to the appropriate quartcr and reccived £7 8s. under the shilling bonus
schome. - Tho 'ca.:.ls rcpresented a two month's "bag". Is it known whether this is a
rocord? -3 .



B|EHNE AS0UT FIR/00D © VITH WINTER just arouna thc corner, hcirc is yet another
amusing rhyme about fircwood. It is printed with
acknovwleagements to "Punch'.

Logs to burn, logs to burn

Logs to savc thc coal a turn.

Here's a word to makc you wise

“when you hcar the woodman's criese.
Never heced his usual tale

That he has good logs for sale,

But read thesc lines ana really learn
The proper kind of logs to burn.

Ock logs dll sorm you well . Holly logs will burn likc wax;

I7 they're old and dry. You shnuld burn thcm grecn.

Larch logs of pinevood smell, Elm logs like smouldcring flax

Sut the sparks will fly. No flame to be sccne

Beech logs for Christmas timc; Pecar logs and sipplc logs,

Yer lozs heat +vell; They vwill s cent your room.

"Scots" logs it is a crime Cherry logs across thc dogs

For anyonc o scll. Smell liko flowers in bloom.

3irch logs 3ill burn too fast, But .ish logs, all smooth and grey,

Chestnut scarce at all; Burn them grcen or old;

Hawthorn logs are good to last Buy up all that comc your way;

If cut in the Iall. They're worth their weight in gold.

FEMESTING THE BRAKES . THE SCZNE is a country road, the time an autumn afternoon.
The caravan used by the ..gricultural Show team is being

OR AN EFTZCTIVE FULL STOP! stcadily tcwed by one of our vans. Two.mebile policeimcn

call on thc diiver of the van to strps  "We wish to
test tho caravan brakcs," says onc of them, leaping into the now vaceted driving scat
of the van. The vchicles move forviard, thce van is then reversed; therc is an
anguished cry from the scecond,watching policcmen and - crash! The caravan has bcen
backed by its policeman ériver into his own stationary motorcycle.

The test, presumably, as regardcd as satisfactory, for
no morec vas said about the caravan brakes.

¥EPERSONLL, ETC. Mr. S. M. PETRIE, formcrly District Officcr in the Cowal

arca, .cst Scatland Conscrvancy, has bcen prescnted by
wellwishers with a bricf case and wallet, to mark the occasion of his transfer on
promotion to York as State Forcst Officer ia the North Zast England Conscrvancye The
gifts werc handed to M. Petrie by the Conserwajor, .Jost Scotland (Mr. J. E. J/MES)
during o social cevening in a Loch Eck hotcl, cnjoycd by supervisory staff from Cowal
forests.

e onitted to ucention, last month, the prescntation of
a chequec, subscribed to by staff in The Decan, to Mr. J. Q. WILLIAMSON, formerly Deputy
Surveyor, to mark his departurc to South "Jalcs as Conscrvatcr.

At Headcuarters, Miss SYBIL PRICE was presented with a
trevelling bag; she has lcft to join the Lir Ministry in Cheshire as a Clerical
issistante.

Notice scen posted in the YWoking Office, hecadquarters
of the South Esst England Conscrvancy: "3ut in thesc cascs we still have judgement
here, that vie but tcech bloody instructions, which, being taught return to plague the
invenvore This cven hended justice comacnds the ingredicnts of our poisoncd Chalice
%o our owa lips." Iacbcth I - VII. ‘

¥ETRANSTERS THE FOLLOING TR/ISFERS havc been notificéd to
Headquerters:

Divisional Ofiiccer P, P, GLRTH.LITE from York to wolking. District Officcors
W. D. HLLDAVE from York to Thetford Chasc, E(E); T. V. DENT from Lincoln, E(E), to
York; J. N. KENEDY from ‘jooébridge, E(E), to Ipswich, E(E). Foresters J, N. JUDGE
from Redesdale, NE(E), to Lyndhurst, New; D. . WILKINSON from Loch Eck, W(S), to
Loch 4rd, Y(S); B. J. D. WILKINSON from Headquartcrs (agriculiural Show Unit) to
Rescerch, slice Holt Lodge.  Forcmen H, . STICKLAND from Rkesezrch, Warcham, to
Sherood, IWi(E); .. J. CUNNINGHL{ from Loch .rd to Lock Eck; R, M. SROWN from
Sherviood to Rescarch, ilice Holt Loage; J. 3. JHITE from Thetford Chasc to Hevingham,
E(E). Clerk of Works C. T. MEEKING from Dymock and Wyrc, SW(E), to Talybont, S(W).



