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THE ROYAL SHOW is always c. grant occasion and still further
lustre was aadcd this year by the fact that this exhibi­
tion was staged in Windsor Great Fork, in the shadow, as
it wore, of Windsor Castle. Her Majesty, of course, spent
a great deal of time at the shov., making visits on two

successive days, and during one of these she insulated the extensive Forestry Section,
'..•here she saw the exhibit arranged by the Forestry Commission. Visits were also paid
to the Commission's display by H.R.E. The princess itoyal and Their Royal Highnesses,
the Luke and Duchess of Gloucester.
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The South East England Conservancy, under the
guidance of the Conservator, Mr. it. H. STITH, had staged an ambitious and skilful
contributio i, showing the process of forestry practice from seedbeds to the productive
plantation. District Officer L. C. TROUPE and Head Forester N. J. LING./OOD and their
helpers arc deserving of much praise for the way in which they interpreted the
Conservator's planning. Col. A. G-. SHJ.;, with his display of tractors and a winch, and
Foreman F. COURTIER, with his squirrel traps, also contributed to the success of the
display.

Colour, light and movement ’..ere features that caught the
eye of the indoor exhibit, which is being staged this year at all the major agricultural
shows. A furious forest fire, for example, which flared up at intervals, appeared to
have been started by giant matches, each more than a foot long. Forester E. J. D.
WILKINSON (whose mechanical ingenuity lies behind the construction of much of the
"mobile" exhibit) deserves a special word of praise, as do his assistants, Ganger
M. and Forest worker E. HEAL.

"Forestry Pays"
The exhibit at the Royal Highland Show, hold at Dumfries,

was organised jointly by the South Scotland Conservancy and the local Region of the Royal
Scottish Forestry Society, and was outstanding among the forestry displays. The theme
was 'Forestry on the Farm', and its purpose was to interest the farming community in
planting, and thinning.

A large model of a hill farm showed four types of woodland
shelter blocks and alongside were sections of models of plantations which demonstrated
how different areas should be drained, fenced and planted. A contrast between
neglected and well-managed plantations, both thirty-five years old, was demonstrated and
this (we arc told) was sufficiently impressive to inspire a local minister to give a
sermon on the following Sunday on the advantages of 'letting in the light'.'

Almost the ’..hole of the outside site was taken up with the
exhibit 'Forestry Pays'. This consisted of one-twentieth of an acre, within which were
shown the actual volumes of timber which can be produced on such an area under condi­
tions of good management. A "balance sheet" showed the probable income and expenditure
on one acre of Japanese larch.

Her Majesty the Queen Mother was escorted round the
exhibit by the Conservator, Mr. J. A. S. i^.CDONALD, and COMMANDER MAXwELL, representing
the Royal Scottish Forestry Society. A visit was also paid by Their Itoyal Highnesses
the Duke- and Duchess of Gloucester.

It Rained at Fr.chynllcth
_.t Machynlleth, venue of this year's Royal Welsh Show,

problems caused by rain o.i sixteen successive pre-show days had to be sur-nounted. On
the day before the show opened (andthe opening day) the show ground, set in a hollow
amid the hills, was a sea of mud. The travelling exhibit, on arrival, took seven
hours to travel half a mile or so from the show entrance to the forestry site, complete
"bogging down" being avoided only by the timely appearance of one of our large tractors
from the nearby Dovey Forest. On arrival at the site it was found that the marquee
had been blown down.

Officers and staff from the North Wales Conservancy raced
against time in the pouring rain to complete the outdoor exhibit, a highlight of which
was a huge model of a hill farm, shoring the use of shelter belts and based on
recoinmendations in. Divisional Officer CADMAN's recent publication "Shelter Belts for.
Jelsh Hill Farms". This was admirably prepared under the direction of District Office1*
-t. D. PINCHIN. The.,'r -„ras an impressive display of forest wealth in the form of a



'./ide variety of produce, arranged under the supervision of District Officer P. W.
MORGAN. Forester A. SMITH JONES was in charge of "ground" operationsand "overall"
assistance came from District Officer J. R. HAMPSON. The whole display was a tribute
to the Conservancy and the Conservator, Mr. F.C. BEST.

The show progressed and then, on the third and last day,
came calamity. There was more heavy rain and the show had virtually to be abandoned
in the early afternoon; many stands were flooded. The marquee which housed the
travelling exhibit was again blown down.1

“"A GREAT DAY IN THE DEAN THE LONG-A.VAITED Jubilee celebrations of the Dean School
were marked by fine weather, with the result that the

THE JUBILEE CELEB. .ATTQMS programme ’./as completed without hitch.

The local Memorial Hall, wherein the certificates were
distributed by the Director General, Mr. A. H. GOSLING, was filled to over-flowing by
students and former students and their families. Mr. Gosling, who was himself at the
school in 1919-20, described the Jubilee as a memorable occasion in the history of
forest education, for the school was not only the oldest in the country but, he thought,
in the Commonwealth. SIR RICHARD COTTERELL, one of the Forestry Commissioners,
presided, and other speakers included Mr. TOM BROwN, one of the first students, whowas to
start Eggesford, our first forest, and who is now, at an age of more than 70, a
consultant forester. Early days of the school were also recalled by Mr. A. H. POEERT,
Conservator, South Vest England, a former Instructor. Also among.th.se
on the platform 'was Mr. R. G. BROADJOQD, another former Instructor. and the present
Education Officer, Mr. J. F. G00T7:;IN. It was a matter for regret that Mr. C. 0. HANSON,
the first Instructor, who is now over 80, was unable to attend, but he sent his good
wishes by telegram.

There followed a garden fete and marquee tea on the
local sports field and then, in the evening, came the cabaret and the gala ball inl^dre/.Ib
commemorate the Jubilee the school has produced The Deansday Book, which we propose to
review next month.

^A RECREATION GROUND FOR TAIR ONEN, which is some 12 miles from Cardiff and is the
TAIR ONEN biggest forest tree nursery in Britain, now has a

recreation ground - a field of more than two acres in
"“.rELCOMED b’lTH JUBILATION" extent that has been placed by the Commission at the

disposal of the local Social Club.

It should be explained that Tair Onen gives regular
employment to 130 workers; there are now nearly MO modern houses, the occupants of
which have welcomed with jubilation the provision of the recreation ground.
Mrs. MciNULTY, wife of Head Forester M. E. McNULTY, who is in charge of the- nursery,
performed the opening ceremony by formally cutting a ribbon. Among the speakers was
Mr. ’7. II. VAUGHAN, one of the Forestry Commissioners, who has taken a keen interest in
the establishment of amenities at Tair Onen. "This is a great day for the Commission,
as well as for you," he told his listeners. The South Dales Conservancy office was
represented by Senior Estates Officer A. 7/. ARENDS. There were children's races and
a well-organised tea - and selections from a brass band.'

"^A VISIT TO JUGO-SLAVIA AN ACCOUNT of a visit to Jugo-Slavia reaches us from
SIR WILLIAM TAYLOR, formerly Director General of the

2.;.,000 MILES - ONLY TJO Commission. '(7c covered Slavonia, Dalmatia, Herzegovinia, 
Bomia and Croatia (he v/rites), penetrating also for a
few miles into Serbia. The coastal region is dominated

RABBITS

by the precipitous Julian and Dinoric Alps of bare dolomitic limestone, the foothills,
low ground and islands now being boulder-strewn and arid. The former forest was cut
down by the Venetians in the middle ages and subsequent erosion has done its worst.
Bare ountain and almost bare upland valleys stretch from the coast far into the
interior before any really fertile land is encountered.

After leaving Istria and the forests of black pine
(P. laricio sp.) I saw no more forest along the coast. There is, however, everywhere
a good deal of low scrub at the lower levels - oak, hornbeam, elm, ash, sumach and a
buckthorn (unidentified), together with many wild flowers. The dog roses were a
sight to behold. At Plitvice, in the National Park, where we made all too short a
stay, forest covers a wide area up to a height of over 6,0C0 feet. The species are
chiefly beech with spruce, silver fir and Scots pine at the higher elevations. ifild
flowers of many Id nds not included in the British flora grow profusely. A warden
informed me that a shc-bcar had two cubs in a don quite near the chalet in which vre
■./ere accommodated. ’within the ambit of the Park there are bear, wolf, lynx, wild cat, 
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among.th.se


wild boar, red deer, chamois, ibox and the lesser European carnivores and rodents, but
it was Mt good fortune to see any of these.

No more forest worthy of the name vas seen until we got
into '.'3osnia on the return journey. There, there arc many thousands of hectares of
-.'ell-kept forest stocked with oak, beech, hornbeam and a sycamore (A. obtusatum) with
conifers above. I saw' no picea omorica. Kotoring is not, perhaps, ideal for bird
observation. The few species seen during the journey include an eagle, kite, stork,
heron (two species), bee-eater, shrike, goldfinch and sparrow. Cuckoos were
ubiquitous. Swallows were numerous, also swifts, including the alpine swift, but it
is probable that the scarcity of water over so many square miles of Dalmatia makes life
difficult for most species.

The population of Jugo-Slavia is made up of a number of
races (and languages). The atmosphere is eastern and there are numerous mosques each
with a minaret from which the faithful are called to prayer. There arc- also many .
gypsies. Except in the more fertile regions of Bosnia and Croatia population is sparse.
The peasants are very poor; every little patch of soil is carefully enclosed and culti­
vated. The chief crons are rye, maize, beans, potatoes and vines with here and there
a little tobacco. Wars have treated these people harshly; many villages have been
razed and it would seem that much of the destruction was wanton. A good deal of recon­
struction and public works arc being undertaken, including concrete platforms for rain­
water catchment in the dry parts.

Sarajevo is not a particularly impressive city and the
famous bridge and its approach whore the Archduke was assassinated, thus precipitating
the 1914-18 war, arc meanly designed. Zagreb, with some 300,000 inhabitants, is by far
the finer city. Here, as in other towns, peasants come daily in their picturesque
native dress to trade in the market. Everywhere in the interior there are walnut trees;
I saw numbers of walnut logs presumably awaiting export, eastern Europe being the main
source of this timber. Our last two-day stay in Jugo-Slavia was at Bled in the Julian
Alps, aw'former royal summer resort sited on a small but beautiful lake amid the mountains.

From Herzegovinia, through Bosnia, Croatia, Italy, the
Tyrol, Switzerland, the Vosges and Belgian Ardennes one could not help being again
impressed by the- vast extent of forests. None of the countries traversed fails to
realise that forestry and agriculture arc complementary forms of husbandry and that
both are inportant in the scheme of rural economics. Forests of spruce, silver fir,
larch and Scots pine often, in the Brenner neighbourhood, growing with an understory of
mountain pine, wero especially noticeable, as was the tendency to underthin (by
standards adopted at home), height rather than girth in the earlier years of growth
being the object. In Britain we may well envy a planting line up to 7,000 feet and
the ease with which the principal species can be regenerated naturally in these old
forest soils, and envy also the firmly established forest tradition that prevails among
all these peoples.

In a tour which took us nearly 4,000 miles, out and
home, I saw only two rabbits.

^^EDUCATIONAL VISITS THE STAFF of the West Conservancy Office, Scotland,
recently paid an educational visit to Strathyre and

Drummond Hill, which is in the East Scotland Conservancy. The party 'was conducted round
Strathyre nursery by Head Forester A. CAmERCN andxMr. H. A. MAjGYELL, State Forest
Officer, who accompanied the party, described a number of interesting local features.
At Drummond Fill the visitors were met by District Officer R. D. P. JACKSON and Head
Forester 'J. L. ROSS. Much interest was shown in the experimental seed orchard of
European larch, and the sample plot of Norway spruce.

The staff of the Bristol office, "H.Q." of the South
West England Conservancy, visited the Research Station at Alice Holt where, headed
by Mr. A. W. MATTHE7S,- Chief Clerk, they were welcomed by Mr. M. V. LAURIE, Chief
Research Officer. The visitors showed great interest in the various sections of the
Research Station, these having previously been to many no more than names. Talks
and demonstrations were given by Research Officers and, the day being exceptionally
fine (believe it or not!) the beautiful grounds of Alice Holt Lodge were seen to the
best advantage.

^“TRANSFERS THE-FOLLOWING TRANSFERS have been notified to
Headquarters;

District Officers J. c. HARRISON from Santon Downham, E(E), to Lyndhurst, New;
A. J. GRAYSON from Rothbury, NE(e), to Durham, NE(E). Foresters J. D.- MoDONALD from 
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Fleet, S (s), to Glcntrcss, S(s); ,7. H. 1.ACKAY from Glcntrcss to Fleet; R. MeGEORGE
fromGresld.no, S(S), to Saltoun, S(S); F. USHER from Kichcldcvcr, SE(E), to Havant,
SE(e); R. LE'iDEN from Culbin, E(S), to Clashindarroch, E(S); A. J. FREETH f^fc
Lyndhurst, New, tc .Si shop stoke, SE(E). Foremen W. R. SINCLAIR from Newton Nursery,
E(s), to Konaughty, E(S); R. A. CATCHPOLE from Sishopstokc to Michelduvcr; H. McKAY
from Grizcdalc, NU(e), to Kcrshope, N’..(E); F. H. DRAKE from Coed-y-Goror, N('J), to
Bcdgobury, SE(E).

Clerk of '.Tories 77. BAXTER from Edinburgh to Inverness. Clerical Officers
R. 77. SOARS fi-om Research, Alice Holt, to Education, London; P. H. HAMILTON from Dean
to Research, Alice Holt.

SHA SPATE OF BIRTHS CONGRATULATIONS to a number of proud parents.
A son has arrived for the following:

District Officer J. JOBBING, Research, and us. Jobling; Senior Photographer
I. A. ANDERSON and Mrs. Anderson; Mrs. E. PETTIGREu, Edinburgh Office, and Mr. Pettigrew;
Forester 0. I. MORRIS, North Dales, and Mrs. Morris; Executive Officer 77. STE.7ART,
Glasgow, and Mrs. Stewart; Clerical Officer IAN BRUNTON, Glasgow, and Mrs. Brunton.
A daughter has arrived for: Experimental Officer G. M. BUSZEV.ICZ, Alice Holt, and
Hrs. Buszevri.cz; District Officer 0. E. KATY, North Dales, and Mrs. Peaty; Clerical
Officer J. G. JACKMAN, Alice Holt, and Mrs. Jackman.

Congratulations, also, to District Officer JOHN ALDHOUS,
Research, on Ids engagement to hiss Heather Black; and to Clerical Officer
A. E. BRADFIELD, New Forest, on his marriage to Miss M. HOLLH7GS7ORTH.

,7c regret to have to record The retirement through ill-
health of Miss J. K. PRATT, Executive Officer in the Accounts Section, Edinburgh Office.

j5^GOLF TEE ATTENTION of all golfing readers in Scotland is
drawn to the fact that the Scottish Civil Service Golf

Championship is being revived. The event takes place over the Kings and Queens Courses,
Gleneagles, on Tuesday, 21st September, and in addition to the main competition there
is a handicap section. Further details may be obtained from Mr. A. Campbell, Forestry
Commission, 28, Drumsheugh Gardens, Edinburgh, J.

^^TROPICAL FISH-KEEPING THERE ARE two distinct kinds of tropical fish - the egg­
laying species and the "live-bearing".species (writes

our correspondent). This month I pix>pose giving a few details of one or two fish of
the former species which may be obtained without difficulty from a dealer.

Hyphcssobrycon flammens, the Flame Fish, costs about 3s. 6d. Comes from Brazil,
attains a length of just over an inch. The front portion of the body is olive-green,
with two dark bars just behind the gill-plates; the hind portion and the fins are
vivid red. The wale is brighter in colour than the female. This species breeds with
the water at about 78 degrees. The female scatters the eggs, most of which adhere to
the underwater vegetation. Following spawning, the parent fish should be removed to
another tank and the eggs left to hatch out. The incubation period is about three days.

After a day or two of clinging to the plant life the
baby fish, which look like tiny splinters of glass, start searching for food and exist
on the microscopic organisms called Infusoria that are always present in aquarium water.
Since the average tank is too small to provide sufficient nourishment to feed so many
baby fish, extra organisms must be introduced, and to produce Infusoria a number of
jam jars should be filled with water from an established aquarium; then, into each
jar should be placed several bruised lettuce leaves, lawn clippings, hay and water
plants; a. tcaspoonful of topsoil from the garden should be added and the jar left to
stand for a few days in a warm, dark place. The water in the jars will develop an
unpleasant smell and then contain plenty of Infusoria. Half a jar of the Infusoria-
ladcn water should then be emptied into the tank every day for about a week, after
which the young fish should be capable of taking dust-fine dried food or mashed earth­
worm placed in a muslin bag and repeatedly dipped in the water.

Hyphessobrycon innesi, the celebrated Neon Tetra, is truly the aristocrat of the small
community tank. A brilliant blue-grocn streak traverses the length of the body from
eye to tail and is enhanced by the bright red splash that suffuses part of the end of
the body. Unfortunately few breeders succeed in breeding this little beauty and
consequently the species arc mostly imported, which means that their price is as high
as 7s. 6d. per fish.

IZ.YQ.U E0 SOMETHING, SEE SOMETHING, OR HEAR SOMETHING OUT OF THE ORDINARY, TELL
YOUR SLASH.' R CORRESPONDENT. THERE IS A CORRESPONDENT IN EACH DIRECTORATE AND

C0NSERV7NCY OFFICE
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Buszevri.cz

