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o. 80 .ugust, 1954
THE WYL SEOWS THE ROY..L SHOV is clucys o greot occasion aad still further

lustre was cedcd this year by the fact that this cxhibi-

A IY¥DS02 - DU TIES - tion was stoged in Windsor Great Fork, in the shadow, as
(L CHYULLETH it were, of windscr Castle.  Her ¥cjesty, of course, swent

a great aeal of time ot the show, maldaz viesits on two
succeesive doys, and curing cnc of these she insnoctcd the extiensive Forestiry Section,
where ghe saw the exhibit orranged vy the Torestry Cominission. Visits werc also paid
to the Comnissioa's aispley by H.u.” . The Princess xeoyal ana Their Reyal Highnesses,
the Duke ~n¢ Duchess of Gloucester.

The Socuth ITost fngland Coaservancy, under tho
guidance of the Conservotor, mre it H. SITH, had steged an ambitious znd skilful
convrivution, showins the process ol forcstry practicc from seedbeds to the productive
plancation. District Officer L. C. TROUP: and Head Forester M. J. LINGIOOD cnd their
helpers erc deserviag of much preaise for the sy in which they interpreted the
Concervator's planning. Cole Ao G. SH./, with his cisplay of tractors and a winch, and
Foreman Fo COULTIER, :ith his squirrel <rops, also contributed to the succcss of the
c¢isplay.

Colour, light and wovement s.cre features that caught the
cye oi the indoor exhibit, wrhich is being staged this year at all the major agriculturel
shows. 4 fwious forest fire, for example, which flared up ot intervels, ajpeared to
have bcen started vy giant matches, each morc than o foot long.  Forestcr E, J. D.
WILKLISON (vhosc mcehanical ingenuity lics behind the construction of imuch of the
"naobile" exhisit) deserves a special word of praize, ns do his assistents, Ganger
M. D°% and Forcst worker E, HELL.

"Forcstry Pays"

The cxhibit at the Royal Highland Show,hcld ot Dumfrics,

wes orgamiscd jointly by the South Scotleoad Conservency and the local Region of the Royal
Scottish Foresiry Society, and was outstanding cmong the forestry displays. The theme
vas 'Forestiy on the Ferm', and its purposc was to interest the farming comuunity in
planting and thiming.

2 larce moacl of a hill farm showed four types of wwoodland
shclicr blocks and alongside werc scctions of models of plantations widch dcionstrated
how éifferent arcas should be draincd, fenced and planted. .. contrast betwecn
neglected and well-mancged plantations, both thirty-five years old, vas Gemonsirated and
this (we arc told) wos sufficiently imviessive to inspire a local minister to give a
scimion on the following Sundsy on 3he acventages of 'letting iin the light'!

Lliost the whole of the outside sitc was taken up with the
exhibit 'Forestry Poys'. This consisted of onc-twenvieth of an acrc, within which were
shovm the actual volumes of timber which coen be producec on such an erca uncer condi-
tions of cood wansgement. L "balance sheet! shoved the provablc income and cxpenditure
cn onc acr¢ of Japaacse lairch.

Her Majesty the Guecen liother was escorted round the
exhibpit 9y the Conscivator, lrs J. L. 3. 22.CDONLLD, and COMILNCER MAXWFLL, reprcsenting
the Royal Scottish Foresiry Socicty. 4. visit was also pald by Their Hoyel ighnesses
the Duke onc Dushess off Gloucester.

It Reined at Jechynllcd

4% Mochynlleth, verue of this year's Royal Welsh Show,
probleas couacl by rain oa sixteon successive pre-show days hed to be suraounted. On
the day Defore the show opened (and the opening dey) the show ground, sct in a hollow
arid the hills, was a sea of wud. The travelling exhibit, on srrivel, took scven
nours to %trovel helf o mile or so froam the show cntrence to the forestry site, complete
"ogeing down" heing avordcd only by the timely appearance of one of our lerge tractors
from the nearby Dovey Forest. Oa =rrival =t the sitc it was found that the marquce
had been blown dovm.

Officers oné staff from the North walcs Conscrvancy roced
csoinst tiic in the pouring rein to counlute the outdoor exhibit, a highlight of which
7as & huge wodcl of & hill farm, shoving the use of shelter belts and vased on
recoimendations in Divisional Officer 2.DiN's rccent publication "Shelier Belts for_
delsh Will FParms". This wes = dairably prepercd under the direction of District officer
% D. PLICHIN,. The.or was an impressive display of forest wealth in the Tori of a



vride variety of producc, arrangcd under the supcrvision of District OfficcrjP.‘!

1 ORGAY, Forester &. SHITH JONES wes in charge of "ground" operations and "overall
assistance came from District Officer J. R. HAMPSON. The whole display was a tribute
to the Conservancy and the Conservator, Mr. F.C. BEST.

The show progressed and then, on the third and last day,
camc calemity. Therc was morc hcavy rain and the show had virtually to be abandoncd
in the carly afternoon; many stands were flooded. The marquee which houscd the
travelling exhibit was again Dlown dowm!

®®. GRTAT DAY IN THE DEAN  THE LONG-AJAITED Jubilce celebrations of the Dean School
wersc marked by fine weather, iith the recsult that the
TiE JUBILEE CELEB:£TIONS progroamme as comylcted idthout hitch.

The local Memorial Hall, wherein the certificates wwerc
¢istrivuted by the Direcctor Gersiel, kire A, H. GOSLING, was filled to over-flowing by
studenss and formcr studenis ané tacir families. Mr. Gosling, who was himself at the
school in 1919-20, describsd the Jubilee as a memorable occasion in the history of
forcst cfucation, for the schocl was not only the oldest in the country but, he thought,
in the Coimonwcalth. SIR RICHAZD COTTERELL, onc of the Forestry Commissioners,
presided, and other speakirs ircluded lir. TOK BROWN, one of the first students, whowas to
start Eggesford, our first forest, and who is now, at an age of more than 70, a
consulitant forester. Ezrly days of the school were also recalled by HMr. ... H. POPERT,
Coaservator, South “est England, a former Instructor. Xlso arong.th .o ! :
on the platfori was Mre R. G. BRIADWOOD, another former Instructor, and the present
Education Officer, Mr. J. F. GCOT:IN. It was a matter for regret that Mr. C. 0. HANSON,
the first Instructor, who is now over 80, was unable to attend, but he sent his good
wishes by telegram.

There folloved a2 garden fete and marquee tea on the
local sports field and then, in the cvening, came the cebarot =nd the gula ball inLydrey.To
cormemorase the Jubilee the sehool has produced The Deansday Book, which wWe propose to
review ncxt month.

®Ep RECHIATION GROUND FOR TAT2 ONEN, which is some 12 miles from Cerdiff’ and is the
TAIR ONEN biggest forest tree mursery in Britain, now has a
recreation ground - a field of more than two acres in
"/ELCOMED HITH JUBILATION"  extent that has been placed by the Commission at the
disposal of the local Social Club.

It should be explained that Tair Onen gives regular
employment to 130 workers; therc are now nearly 40 modern houses, the occupantis of
which have welcomed vwith jubilaiicn the provision of the rcecreation ground.
¥rse. McHULTY, wife of Hcad Foresser M., E. MCNULTY, who is in charge of the nurscry,
performed the opening coremony ¢y formally cutting a ribbon. Among *he speakers was
Mr. ¥, H. VAUGHAN, one of the Forcstry Comnissioners, who has taken a %cen intercst in
the establishment of amenities at Tair Oncn. "This is a great day for the Comaission,
as wcll as for you," hc told his listeners. The South Tiales Conservancy office was
represented Dy Scanior Estates Officer A. W, ARENDS. There werce children's races and
a. well-organised tea - and sclcctions from a brass band!

¥y VISIT T0 JUGO-SLAVIA A ACCOUNT of a visit to Jugo-Slavia recaches us from
STz WILLIAL. TAYLOR, formerly Dircctor General of the
4,000 I ILES - OMLY TWO Cormission. ilc covered Slavonia, Dalmatia, Herzegovinia,
JADBITS Bornia and Croatia (he writes), penetrating also for a

fewv milcs into Serbia. The coastal region is dorminated
Wy the precipitous Julian and Dinoric Alps of dare dolomitic limestons, the foothills,
low ground and islands now bein,; boulder-strewn and arid. The former forest vas out
dovm by thec Venetians in the micdle ages and subscquent erosion has done its worst.
Bere _ountein and almost barc upland vallcys stretch from the coast far into the
interior before any really fertilc land is encountcred.

Aftcr leaving Istria and the forests of black pine
(P laricic sp.) I sew no mowc forest along thc coaste  There is, however, everywhe:
e good deal of low scrud at the lowcr levels - oak, hornbecam, ¢lm, ash, sumach and a

buckihorn (unidentificd), together with many wild flowers. The dog roses were a

sight to behold. % Plitvice, in the National Park, where we made all too shorti a
stay, forcst covers a wide arca up to 2 height of over 6,000 fest. The species are
chiefly buech with spruce, silver fir and Scots pine at the higher clecvations. Wild

flowers of meny lduds not incluied in thc British flora grow profusely. A warden
informcd me thot a she-bear had tuo cubs in a don quitc near the chalet in which we
wicire accommodated. Within the ambit of the Park there are bvear, wolf, lynx, wild cat,
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among.th.se
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wild boar, rcd decr, chamois, ibex and the lesser Europcan caraivores and rodents, but
it was 3){: Wy gcod fortune to sce any of these. .

o morc forcst vorthy of the name was scen until we got
into Josnia on the rotura journey.  There, there are many thousands of hectares of
well-kept forest stccked with oal:, beech, hornbeam and a sycamore (Le obtusatum) with
conifcrs a2ove. I sawv no Picea omorica. lotoring is not, perhaps, ideal for bird
obsc.vation. The few soccies seen during the journey include an ecaglc, kite, stork,
ncron (tvo specics), bec-eater, shrike, goldfinch and sparrovi Cuckcos t.cre
ubiquitous. Swallows verc numcrous, also swifts, including the alpine swift, but it
is provable thet the scarcity of water over so many squarec iniles of Dalmatia makes life
difficult for most spcciess
The population of Jugo-Slavia is made up of a numocr of
raccs (and langusges). The atinosphcere is castern and therc are numcrous mosqucs each
vith a winaret from which the faithful are called to praycr. There arc also many .
gypsics., Excent in thc morc fertile regions of Bosnia and Croatia population is sparse.
The peasants arc very poor; cvery litile patch of soil is carcfully ciacloscd and culti~
vatud, The chief erops are ryc, maizc, becans, potatocs and vines with here and there
a little tobacco. iiars have ircated thesc pcople harshly; many villegcs have been
razcd and it would seem that much of the destruction was vanton. A good deal ol recon-
struction and public works arc being uncertaken, incluéing concrecte platforms for rain-
water catvchment in the éry parts.

: Sarajcvo is not a particularly impressive city and the
famous bridge and its approach where the Archduke was assassinated, thus precipitating
the 1914-18 var, arc mecanly dcsigned.  Zagreb, with some 300,000 inhabitants, is by far
the finer city., Here, as in other tovmns, peasants comec daily in their picturesque
native dress to trace in the market. Everyshcre in the interior there are walnut trees;
I sew numvers of walmut logs presumably awaiting export, eastern Europc being the main
source of this timbcrs. Our last two-day stay in Jugo-Slavia wes at Blcd in the Julian
Alps, & Fformer royal summcr resort sited on a small but beautiful lake amic the mountains.

From Herzegovinia, through Bosnia, Croatia, Italy, the
Tyrol, Svitzerland, the Vosges and Belgian Ardcanes one could not hcelp being again
impressed by the vast exteat of forests. Jone ol the countrics traversed fails to
rcalise thet Tforesiry and agriculture arc complemeniary forms of husbandry anc that
both are important in the scheme of rural economics.  Forcests of spruce, silver fir,
larch and Scots pine often, in the Bremncr necighbourhood, growing with an understory of
mountain pinc, wers cspecially noticecable, as was the tendency to underthin (by
standards adopicd at home), hoight rathcr than girth in the earlier yoars of growth
boing the objcets In Britain we may well envy a planting line up to 7,000 feet and
the easc with which the principal spccics can be regenerated naturally in thesc old
forcst soils, and eavy also the firmly cstablished forest tradition that prevails among
all those peoples.

In 2 tour which took us ncarly 4,000 milcs, out and
home, I saw only two rabbits.

¥ LDUCATIOHAL VISITS THE STAFF of the West Conservancy Office, Scotland,

recently paid an educational visit to Strathyre and
Drummiond Hill, waich isinthe Fast Scotland Conservancy. The party was conducted round
Strathyre nursery by Hcad Forester A. CAKERON andifre H. A. MAXVELL, State Forcst
Officer, who accompanicd the party, éeseribed a number of interesting local features.
AT Drwinond Fill the visitors tiere met by District Officer R. D. P. JACKSON and Head
Fowrcsier W[, L., R08S. iuch interest was shown in the experimental seed oxrchard of
Buropcan larch, ané ths sample ploti of Norway spruces

The staff of thc Bristol officc, "H.Q." of thc South
West Englend Conservancy, visitcd the Ruscarch Station at Alice Holt wherc, headed
Oy Mre A. W. WATTHE'S, Chicf Clcrk, they were welcomed by Mir. M. V. LAURIE, Chief
Rescarch Officer. The visitors showcd great intercst in the various seciions of the
Rescarch Siation, these having previously been to many no more than names. Talks
end Gemonstrations were given by Research Officers and, the day being cxceptionally
fine (belicve it or not!) the beautiful grounds of Alice Holt Lodge were seen o the
best advantage.
FRTANSTERS THE - OLLOVWING TRANSFERS have been notified to
Headquarters:
District Officers J, C, HARKRISCW from Santon Toimham, EB(E), to Lyndhurst, New;
4. J. GRAYSQN from Rothbury, NE(E), to Durhom, NE(E)s Foresters J. D. HoDONALD from
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Tlect, S (S), to Gloatress, S(S); . H. LACKAY from Glentrcss to Fleet; R. 1CGEOPGE
from Creskine, S(S), to Saltoun, S(S); F. USHER from ¥ichcldever, SE(E), to Havant,
SE(F); R. LIVDEN from Culbin, £(S), to Clashindarroch, E(S); A. J. FRFETH fymm
Lyndwrst, icw, tc Sishopstokc, SE(E). Forcmen . R. SINCLAIR from Iicirton INu¥®scry,
2(s), to lowsuchty, ®(S); R. A. CATCHEOLE from Bishopstokc to ificheldcver; H, McKAY
Irom Griscdalc, Mu(E), to Xershope, M. (E); . H., DRAKE from Cocd-y-Geror, f(d), to
Bedzcbury, SE(E).

Clerk of Torks Ww. BAXTER from Edinburgh to Inverncsse Clerical Gfficers

Q. 7. SCARS froir Rescerch, Alice Folt, to Education, London; P. H., HALILTCI {rom Dean
to Rescareh, Alice Holt.

XX, SPATE CF BIRTES CONGRATULATICNS to a number of proud parents.

A son has arrived for the following:
District Offizer J. JOBLING, Rescarch, and urs. Jobling; Senior Photograsvher
I. A, [ZDERSON and kas. Anderson; lirs. F. PETTIGREN, Edinourgh Officc, and iir. Petiigrew;
Forcsier 0. I. LIORZIS, North Vales, and Mrs. Horris; Exccutive Officer %7, STEIART,
Glasgov, and drs. Stewart; Clerical Officer IAN SRUNTON, Glasgow, and Mrs. Brunton.
L deughter has arrived for: Experimentzl Officer G. M. BUSZEWICZ, Alicc Holt, and
irs. Buszcwicz; District Officer C. E. PIATY, North walcs, and drs. Pcaty; Clcrical
Officer J. G. JACKMAN, Alice ijolt, and iirs. Jaclanan.

Congratulations, also, to District Officer JOHN ALDHOUS,
cscarch, on lids cagagement to izxiss Heather Black; and to Clerical Officcer
. E. JRADFIELD, Nciv Forest, on his marriage to kiss M. FOLLINGSYORTH.

¥> 1

wc regrot to have to rccord the retirement through ill-
health of idiss J. K. PRATT, Executive Officer in the Accounts Section, Zdinburgh Officec.

*=eoLF TEE ATTELTION of all golfing readers in Scotland is

dravm to thc fact that the Scottish Civil Scrvice Golf
Championship is becing rcvived. The cveat takes place over the Kings and Quecns Courses,
Glencaglcs, on Tucsday, 21lst Scptember, and in adadition to thc main compctition ther
is 2 hancicap section. Purther dcteils may be obtaincd from Mr. se Campbell, Forestry
Commission, 28, Drumshcugh Gardens, Fdinburgh, 3.

“*TROPICLL FISH-KEEPING THE2E ARE two distinct kinds of tropicel fish - the cgg-

laying specics and the "live-bearing".spccies (writes
our correspondent). This month I propose giving a few details of one or two fish of
the former species which may be obtained siithout difficulty from a dealer.

Hyphessobrycon flaamens, the Flame Fish, costs about 3s. 64. Comes from 3razil,

attains a leangth of just over an inch. The front portion of the body is olive-green,
with tvo darlk bers just bchind the gill-plates; the hind portion and the fins are

vivié rede The imale is orighter in colour than the female. This species breeds with
the water at about 78 degrees. The female scasters the eggs, most of vhich adhere to
the unceiwater vegectation. Folloving spamming, the parent fish should be removed %o
another tank end the ergs left tc hateh out. The incubation period is about thrce dayse

After a day or tvio of clinging to the plant life¢ the
bavy fish, which look like tiny splinters of glass, start searching for food and exist
on the microscopic organisms called Infusoria that are always present in aguarium water.
Since the average tank is too swall to provide sufficient nourishment to feed so many
bavy fish, cxira orgamisms must be introduced, and to produce Infusoria a mumver of
Jam jars should bhe filled with water from an established aguarium; then, into each
Jjar should be placed secveral bruised lettuce leaves, lawn clippings, hay and water
planis; a teaspoonful of topsoil from the garden should be added and the jar left to
stand for a few days in a warm, dark place. The weter in the jars will develop an
unpleasant smell and thea coatain plenty of Infusoria. Half a jer of the Infusoria-
laden waicr should then De emptied into the tank every day for about a weck, alter
which the young fish should be capable of taking dust-fine dricd fooéd or mashed carth-
_worm placed in a wuslin bag and ropcatedly dipped in the water.

Hyphessobrycon innesi, the celcebrated Neon Tetra, is truly the aristocrat of the small
community tank. L brilliant bluc-green strezk traverses the length of the body from
eye to tail and is cahanced by the oright red splash that suffuses part of the end of
the body. Unforivnately fcw breeders succced in brecding this little beauty and
conscquently the speeics arc mostly imported, which means that their price is as high
as 7s. 6d. per fish.

l;_?OU EON§OMETHING. SEE SOMPTITING, OR MTAR SOMETHING OUT OF THE ORDIFARY, TELL
YOUR SLASHI R COLRESFONDENT. THEGE IS A COXRESPONDENT IN EACH DIRECTCRATE AND
CONSERVANCY OFFICE
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