THE SLASHER

lForestry Comrission Hews

Ko. 79 July, 1954

THE 3IRTEDAY HONOUZ2S IT ¥WAS WITH much pleasure that vie heard that two of our
. colleagues had reccived well-deserved mention i the

ATARDS FOR CHIFF CLZRK AND .. recent Sirthday Honours List. Zut for the fact that
HEAD FORESTER an effort (albeit unsuccessful) was icace last month to

produce The Slasher rather ezrlier than usual the neiis
would, of course, have been recorded before this.

The colleagucs concerned are Mre E. J. S. ELIDS, Chicf
Clerk ian the Office of Director, Fngland, and Head Forester 4. E. WLLKER, of Tho Dean,
who received an 0,2.F. and 3.E... respectively., ¥r. Hinds started his Civil Service
carcer in 1913, vhen he became a Boy Cleri with the O0ffice of %ioods. Iz was on military
service from 1916 to 1919, vwhen, "on loan" from the Officc of ‘ioods, hc joined the
Yorestry Commisgsion. He offivially transferred to the Deopartment in 1924, and the vhole
of his servicc has boen divided betwecn the offices of the Assistant Commrissioner for
Pngland and ./ales and the Direcetor for England.

Head Forester Jalker has been in The Dean throughout
his forecstry cereer, which began with the Office of Woods as long ago as 1906.

Incideatally, some of our junior staff nay woncer what
is done by the Dcpartment to mark the birthday of the reigning Sovereign. The obser-
vence is, in fag¢t, very simple, for it merely involves the display on the notice board
et Hecadquarters of’ a «opy of the message sent to the Sovercign by SIR EDWARD 3RIDGES,
Head of thc Civil Service. Be that as it may, we know that our staff throughout the
Comanission is at one in endorsing the good wishes and loyal greetings that are sent
ceach year to Buckingham Falece.

R4 J0THER TOREST PARK OPEN=D THE QUEEN ELIZABXTH Netional Forest Parlk, which covers
more than 41,000 acres, of vhich about half will

CERTMONY I¥ THE RAIN eventually be planted, was officially namcd last month.
The Forest Park, which is the fourth to be formed

in Scotland, cenires on aberfoylc, and exteands from Loch Venachar and the headwaters of

the Torth over thc sumnit of Sen Lomond to the shores of romantic Loch Lomonde. Camping

facilities are to be established as soon as possible. .

The opening ccremony wes performed by kr. JAMES STUART,
Sceretary of State for Scotland, before about 100 people who scorned the elemcnts to
gathcr on the rain-drenched hillside above ibcrfoyle. NMr. Stuart said ho had no doubt
that "this grcat Forest Park" would be widely used, for it provided an unequalled
opportunity in the toimsman's rediscovery of the countryside,

In introducing Mr. Stuart, our Chairman, LOXD RATRIOR,
said it was the settled volicy of the Coumrissioncrs to cstablish Nationel Forest Parks
and avwpealed to the public, in using the Jueen Flizabeth Forcst Fark, to take all
precautions against the starting of fircs and to avoid leaving livter.

AJOR JO'IN STIRLING of TFAIREURM, onc of the Scottish Commnissioncrs, proposcd a voic of
thanks to the Scerctary of State and Lord Radmor.  imong those represcnting the Commission
vere the Director General, kr. a. Ho GOSLING; Dircctor, Szotlend, ¥r. A. H. H. ROSS;
the Conscrvator for West Scotland, Mr. J. E. JAMES; Mr. J. R. THOM; and Divisional
Officcr H. 4. MUXWELL. And last, but by no mcans least, therc was Mr. SLEC MARSHALL,
of thc Engineer Storecs Section of the Glasgow Office, a former Pipe Major of the
Highland Light Infantry, who enchanted the company with the skirl of pipcs and played
(appropriately enough, among other tunes) "Land Under Trces" and "dist Over the
Mountains"; and Head Forecster D. ROSS, of ichray, who put in a lot of hard work in the
way of local organisation.

i short distance from the site of the ccremony was to' be
seeil the simple cairn on which a plague records the naming of the Forest Park to
comeenoiate the Coronation of Her Mejesty Queen Elizabeth.

#HTUE PEESLES MLRCH RIDING WE WERE INTRIGUZD, a weck or two ago, to recad on a
poster in an Edinburgh hotel of the advent of the
4 OLD SCOTTISH CUSTOM Peebles March Riding and Bcltane Queen Festival.

This was somcthing ncw to us as Southerners, so we made
further enquiry about this strangely nomed event, and werc still wmore intrigued to
le?.rn thet a local Forestry Comuission eaployee, DiVID B, WRIGHT, had bcen chosen as
this year's Pevbles Coract, one of the leading roles. :



L

The histor. of the event, we are told by the Secretary
of the Testival, dates back to the time vhen Peebles inspired King James, the Poet Xing
cf Scotland, to vrite "Peblis to the Play". 1In those days the powerful Lairds of
Upver Tieed frequently descended on Peebles on pilfering expeditions, so that it became
the custom for the towmsfolk each year to elect a Cornet, whose duty, with his followers,
was to ride the Peebles bouncaries end drive out any who had vrongly acquired land
belonging to the Burgh. In the kiadle Ages the rural sports on Beltane Day at Peeblcs
viere femous and large crowds of people flocked inte the town each year; this was noted
by the clergy, who started a religious revival to coircide with the Beltane Festival,
so that soon people came to Peebles for a double purpsse - as a religious pilgrimage and
to vitness the games.

The revival of the ancient custom of Riding the
Marches took place in 1897 and the ceremony of crowning the Beltane Gueen followed two
years later. Nowadays the Festival opens with an open-dir service in thc grounds of
the 01d Cross Kirk and is attended by the Provost, magistirates, councillors and the
Cornet and his Right and Lieft Hand Supporiers, the Cornet-Elect and other principals,
all of whom are counselled to carry out their duties in a worthy and propor mammor.
Farly in the sreek therc are children's races, and in mid-week comes the ceremonial part
of the celebrations, for on the steps of the 0ld Parish Church the Cornct is installed,
reeeiving his sash of office and the Burgh Standard, to be returned after 12 months
"unstained, untarnished and unsullied. The Cornet's Lass also receives a sash and
"busses the Cornet's colours" by pimning a ribbon on the standerd. Then follows the
Riding of thc Marches, with all its ceremony, to be followed by the dancing in the High
Strcet of the Cornct's Reel, to the music of a full pipe band.

Later in the week are held the Beltane Concert, with
the Cornet as Chairman, and the fancy dress parade, and then, on the Saturday, comesthe
tig day for thec Beltane Gucen, who is crowned on the steps of the 0la Parish Church and
supportcd by several hunéred schoolchildren. A paradc follows and precedes the laying
bty the principals of vireaths on the local war memorial. In the afternoon therc are
professional sports (among which, this year, we noted from the poster in Edinburgh, was . -
a footsprint with £60 in prize money).

"7t may be of interest," writes the Secretary, "that
during the years thc Forcster Training School was at Glentress the students ncver
“siled to enter a very fine tableau in our parade, and this will be missed now that the
scool has moved avay." (The school recently removed to new premises at Faskally,

f]. uloc"’-ry. )

¥RTWS YROX ABERYSTHYTH OVEx TO WALSS, to the Headquerters of the Welsh
Directorate at Aberystwyth, where the office team is
hopeful of a successful cricket season. After an initial and narrow defcecat by the
University College staff, five games in a row were won; recently the position was that
K. ROSCOF, with anaverage of 71, had batted in all six games and been unbeaten four
times. Bowling honours had been wmore evenly distributed, with J. S. THREADGIIL'S
Gdevastating spell, in a league match against Y.M.C.A., being worthy of spccial meantion.
He boviled eight overs at a cost of 24 runs, but his figures for his last five overs were:
maiden overs 3; runs 4; vickets 5. The season's officials are: Chairman
. L. G. EDJARDS; Secretary X. ROSCOE; and lreasurer D. FISHER.

The new Dircctor for Wales, Mr. G. B. RYLE, was
recently welcomed by the office staff at an afternoon tea, organised by the ladies'
section of the office Entertainment Committee. ir. Ryle was introduced by
ire E. R, LE7IS, the Chief Clerk.

#ETHE CHRISTMAS TREE IN JUNE OUR STAFF in Carlisle vere puzzled the other day vhen

they received an urgent request for the supply of a
Christmas tree., Truc, the weather was not all that aight be desired, but it was far
from wintry. Howcver, the mystcry was soon solved - the tree was wanted as a "prop"
in the play "The Man who Came to Dinner'", which was being staged locally, and in which
the second act takes place on Christmas Daye. Incicentally, the distinction of supply-
ing the tree vient to Inglewood Forest.

¥HGOLF IN SCOTLAND THE ANUAL outing of the Scotiish Directorate Office
Golf Club was held at Aberdour last ironth; a handicap
LAND SOMETHING ABOUT SEAWEED conpetition took place, the best nett score being a

67 by J. W. CAIE. The following weelk a match wes
playcd against the East Conservancy Office staff at Alyth, Perthshire, and (writes our
corresponaent) although the result is shrouded in mystery an cnjoyable day was spent
by all.
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The attention of our readers, by the +ay, is dravm
to the fact that all Comnission staff are eligible to compete in the Club's anmal
autunn competition for the Fotheringham Cup. The competition, this year, is being
held at the Kilspindie course, aberlady, Fast Lothian, on ifonday, 27th September, and
cntrics vill be vwelcomed. Purther details may be obtained from the honorary sccretary,
¥re. A. CAMPBELL, Forestry Commission, 28, Drumsheugh Gardens, Edinburgh.

Fiftecen members of the Directorate staff spent an
intercsting cvening inspecting the laboratorics and workshop of the Institute of
Seawecd Rescarch at Inveresk, near Sdinburgh. They were shovm the "bearzes" used in
cutting and gathering the seaweed from the seabed (a process which is siill lergely
experimental) and the processes the harvested "crop" go through in order that valuable
Procucts may oe extracted. "Most of us," wriies our correspondent, "realisea that
- lodine came from secaweed znd that the latter makes an excecllent fertiliscr, but it vas
an eyeopencr to sec seawecd sausage-skins and cocktail cherries made entirely from sca-—
weed, eand to encounter sweets, catile foods, pudding mixtures and many other useful
commodities in the mamufacture of which scawped plays a part'.

#%, LETTER FROM WENDY A DELIGHTFUL letter was received by the Deputy Surveyor
The Dean (lir. R. G. SAKZEN-BAKER)., This, and his
OLD OAKS I¥ THY DEAN reply, are given herewith and tell their owm

intcresting little story.

Plump Hill School,
}itcheldean,
Glos.

Lear Sir,

Please could you tell us the ages of the oldest oak trees in the Forest of
Dean? e had to write an essay on trees in our district, and one girl asked
this guestion. %e are very keen on Neture Study. Ve have a guinea pig, a
tame wild rabbit, and two dormice brought by Graham Trigg.

I must close now beccause of dinner.
Yours sincerely,
Wendy Barrington
Dear Viendy,

Thank you very much for your letter asking ms about the ages of the oldest
oait trees in the Forest of Dean. As far as we know these are about 275 years
old ané were planted about 1680 by order of King Charles ITI. At that time the
King was very vworried becausc he could not find enough oak timber to build his
ships for the Royal Navy, so he dccided to plant thousands of oak secdlings,
lfost of the big 0ld oak irees about the Forest date from that time.

There are probably some older oak trees in the Highmeado:. %Woods, eround about
300 years old. 3But the oldest oak tree of all in the neighbourhood is the
"Nevwland Oak". This trec is completely hollow and only just alive. It is said
to be the same tree as one mentioned in the Domesday Book, but I do not think
it can be so old as that. Since we cannot count the annual rings, we shall
never know the answer, but I should say it is 700 to 3800 years old. It is
L5 feet in circumferecace.

I am glaa that you are keen on nature study and have lots of pets, it is

great fun.
Yours sincerely,
R. G. Sanzen-Baker
¥ETRANSFERS 7772 FOLLOWING TRANSFERS have been notified to

Headguarters:

Distriet Officer C. D. BEGLEY from Carlisle, NW(E), to D(R.& E.), London.
Foresters E. J. TUCKZR from Shcrwood, Nv(E), to Kinver, NW(E); J. H. ROYLE from
Gwydyr, N(W), to Cymwyd, N(%); 2. H. ROSERTS from Cymvwyd to Gwydyr; P. BUTTERVORTH
from Hafrcu, ¥(¥), to Radnor, N(7). Foremen 4. 4. SMITH-JONES from Dovey, N(W), to
Commins Coch, N(W); D. J. MO2RIS from Hafren to Brymmavr, K(W); H. MiCKLY from
Glengarry, 5(8), to Dumnet, N(S); E. C. C. GARINER from Dovey, to Coed-y-Brenin, N(W).
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Accountant K. J. "HARTON from Bristol to Headcuarters. Shorthard Typist Iiiss

Ve A. Do ARCHIBALD from Lberdeen to E.g. Clerk of works J. &£. COJIE from Gleaurquhert,
N(8), %o South Strome, N(S). Neuwcomecrs ere: Higher Ixccutive Officer i. G. BUREIT
to D(s). Clerical Officers Miss 4. A. TAYLOR and i. MaCLZOD %o N(S);

#iss C. M. DLVIES to i7i(E); B. FOPKINS to Rescarch. Peperkecepcr 4. S. SAYLEY %o

S('Ql') . )

FHCEPING OF TROFICAL FISH LAST 3IONTH, writes our correspondent, I uncertook to
devotc some futurc notes to the method of heating
SOME 1.0RE HINTS FOR BLGINIIER the tenk, and to the establishment of suitablc water

plants. There are scveral imethods of hcating the
wvater of a miniature aguarium, but by far the wmost trouble-free is the use of electri-
city, end a thermostatically controlled, 75 watt immersion heater can be obtained at a
cost of between 15s. and £1. This, it will Ye found, will maintain the iwater in a
24 ins. x 12 ins. x 12 ins. tank at the right tempersture (75-77 degrees) all the year
round. (It is assumed, of course, that the reader would normelly wish to keep the
tank in 2 reasonably warm room, otherwise a heater of higher wattage would be nccessary.)
The weekly cost of hezting a tank of the aforementioned size would be sixpence or so,
according to local electricity cherges. To keep a check on the temperature of the
water it is absolutely essential to acquire a floating thermometer, which can be
obtained for 5s. - 7s. 6d.

A further tip of a general character is that the top
of the aquarium should be covered with stout, clear glass; this will obviously lessen
evaporation and check any dissipation of heat and has the £ urther virtue that it will
prevent any fish from committing suicide by leaping out of the water on to the floor.
This covering glass should not be too close fitting, of course, or air will be
prevented from entering the tank.

L8 soon as the position of the aquarium has been
deciéed upon and the heating is ready for operation the bottom of the tank should be
prepared for plant life. It will be found that the plants thrive best in coarse,
washed sand and fine washed gravel; the former should be placed in the tank to a depth
of about 2% to 3 inches at the rear, sloping down to helf an inch at the front; the
whole should then be lightly covered with gravel. Pieces of rock, natural or coloured
(which can be bought quite cheaply) should then be distributed on the "floor"; the
tank is then ready for planting.

In the choice of plants, first consiceration should
be given to those that produce the .10st oxygen, and the following are recommenced:

Vallisncria spiralis, commonly known as Italian water weed, or tapc grass.

This has narrow, riovon-like leaves, coloured bright green. The cro.n of the
plant should not e pushed below the surface of the sand. The plant multiplies
quickly by throving out strawberry-like ruiners, each of which in turn viroduces a
small plant. These may be detached and planted elsewhere.

Sagittaria natans, another zrass-like plent, from North .merica. It tends to
grow "fountain-style", that is with the long leaves falling outwards and downwards
in a graceful curve.

Elodea densa, a fast-growing plant with a much-branching stem thickly clothed
with wnorls of narrow, grass-like foliage. FPieces of the stem, pushed into the
sand, will quickly take root. A native of the .rgentine.

Three or four shillings-worth of these plants will be
ample to stock a tank of the aforementioned size.

FRPERSONAL CONGRATULATIONS to District Officer M. R. 7. wILLIGMS,
Edinburgh, on his recent marriage. He received a

tea trolley from his colleagues, the prescntation being made by the Director for

Scotland, ¥r. L. H. H. ROSS. To Miss PAMZL.A DUNN, C.0. at Shrewsbury, now cngaged

to Mr. JOHN TA®RRLNT, E.Q. at Cardiff; to Mr. ¥. GUBBY, E.O., HeQe sucit Section, on

his engagement to IMiss R. JONES, Shorthand Typist, asberystwyth office; to

¥iss M. P, JONES, C.0., Lberystwyth, on her engagement to Mr. 4. H. JONIS, of

Llanbedrog; <to District Officer 3. GRABASKEY, .iberystwyth, and Mrs. Grabaskey, on

the birth of a son; and to Messenger J. RuFIREE, .berystwyth, and lMrse. Raftreec, also

on the birth of a son.

IF YOU DO _SQMETHING, SEE SOMETIING, OR HE4R SOMETHING OUT O THE ORDIILLEKY, TELL
YOU2 SL.iSHFR CORRESFONIDEIT. THERE IS . CORRESFONDENT IN EACH DIRECTORATE .ND
CONSERV.NCY OFFICE




