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PaSSING OF CONSERVATOR IT IS S.D to have to open this month's issue by
recording the passing of two good friends - one
AND A RESEARCH :SSOCI.LTE a Conservator with many years service with the
Commission and the other an esteemed associate
in the field of forest nursery research. We refer, of course, to the late

Mr. W. D, RUSSELL, Conservator, South Wales, and to the late Dr. E. i, CROWIHER, of
Rothamsted. '

Mr. Rucsell will be greatly missed by the many
colleagues wvith whom he had contact during his 28 years as a forest officer., He
joined the Forestry Commission as long ago as 1926 as a District Officer in South West
England, after several years in the wuecnsland forest service. In 1934 he took charge
of the Commission's School of Forestry in the Dean and in this connection, too, his
loss is the more marked, for few could have had greater cause for interest in the forth-
coming Jubilee celebrations at vhat is now the Dean Forester Training School. In 1939
Iir. Russell was seconded to H.T.P.D. as Divisional Officer in charge of the Gloucester and
idltshire Division; he was transferred some four yecars later to Shrewsbury, in control
of the KMidland ard South Wales arca, and in 1946 he went to Bristol for the purpose of
closing dovm the activitics of H.T.P.D. He returned to the -Forestry Commission in
1947 and wes pramoted Conservator, South Wales, in 1949.

-+ comparatively young men, mr. Russell died at
the age of 53 in Cordiff Royal Infirmary. He leaves a wvidow, to whom we extend our
Geepest sympaLlhy.

Dr. CROWIHER was invited to conduct cxperiments
in our nurseries vhen the Research Advisory Committee set up its Sub-camittee on
Nursery Nutriticen in 1S4, under the chairmenship of the latc Frofessor F. T. Brooks.
There follcwed a prograime of investigation winich has scarcely been equalled for
accuracy and thoroughness in any country on any crop, and it is tragic thet Dr. Crowther
could rot publish his findings. His work, however, was so systematic that the task
of publicetion will be minimised for whomscever uncertzkes it. i few brief notes on
Dr. Crowther's worlz will not be out of plece.

at the inception of the cxperiments we lnew,
largely from the latc Dr. Reymer's invesiigations, one highly successful (though
expensive) method of menuring nurseries. Tnis, though, only gave the cnswer for
viestelend or new crable nurserics. It was not knovm whether organic nutrition was
necessary for conifer seedlings, or whether they would respond to soluble fertilisers,
1ike most other crops. The conditions in the older "conifer sick nursery were not at
all understood snd producticn in our nurscries was generally at an unsatisfactory level.

Dr. Crowthershowed firstly thet conifer scedlings
responded satisfactorily to commercizl soluble Fertilisers. fle worked out methods and
rates of cpplication znd showed thet the "inorganic" plants performed equally in the
forest with "compost" plants. He investigated the troubles of the sick nursery and
demonstrated the large part played in this story by high lime conteant. He showed that
acidification and s0il sterilisation could improve the conditions, and cxperiments in
this field provided coportunities for micro-biclogists et vurious centres to advance
greatly our imowledge of the functions of the soil flora and feuna.

Many peoplc have combined to produce the advances
in nursery productivity that have been mede in the last decede. Dr. Crowther (quite
typically) described a rccent swanary of his results as "negative". Others, less
hypercritical, will rate his work as one of the outstanding contributions to our know-
ledge. "Nothing mattered to Dr. Crowther," writes a correspondent, "exceot the results
of his experiments and he advocaoted nothing that he could not demonstrate experimentally
vesessoe WC Who were privileged to work witin him and his excellent Rothamsted teem
looked up to him as = model 'experimenter', and his unassuming, friendly nature made
working for him a pleasure, difficult as it sometimes wes to keep up with o man of his
mentel calibre erd cnergy."

¥}, CORRESEONDENT WW.I1TZD STYLING HIMSELF without frills as a foreigner,

whereas we, with our native friendliness, would
doubtless call him en .xickican cousin, WILLI/M S. BRERNEMLIN writcs from Muskegon
Heights, Iichigen. Here is his lettor:
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"Do you knew of auyene wito would be intercsted in corresponding with me, an
adlericen forestry zgreduate? I am presently employed by a private electric '
utility company. ¥y ege is 35. am married with two children. Folitics g
Conscrvative. Interests, rhotography, nature, hunting and fishing. AS T
was stadioned in ¥iltshire during the war I would prefer a correspondert from
that area, or up in Scotland- However, the location isn't important if you
nor of anyone in any other part of the rzalnm -fo desires to correspond witn
a fetcignex. !

lir. Brennewman's full addrsss is:
7237, VafTelt Street, Muskegon Helgats, tdciigan, U.S.n.  Thae wrest is up to any
c2z2der wno feels like furthering the "hands across +the sea' movement.

LK WITE TR BREW Wh UNDFRTOCK, last month to give further guid-
ance on orcwing beer, .ndOrtinr' the same
sORE ABCUT EOE MADE DBEER general technique as previously outlined, the
) Tollowing should be used to make a heavy beer -
5z ibs. of mali L 1b. of sugny, 21 ozs. of hops, ard three teaspoons of gravy drowning.

For a lignv bitter beer, use 2 lbs. of malt, ¥ 1b. of sugar, 3; ozs. of hops, and
7 teaspoons of gravy browning. Thece qu..:n,l “ies are all for 25-rint brews arnd should
te propurtionately reduced vhere a smaller brew is required.

Cf Teer-bdrewirg peaerally, District Officer
nalzs the following additionzl observeticns: "Golden SyTUp LAy be used instecd
ordineivs sugar and personaily I fina it Letter,  Ixtrect <f malt (gt cod liver cii
298, mzit) ey te bought ef ary' cherdst and Iv iz dwedper Yo Duyle 7 @b, jar at a tiwes
Tecst may be ‘\"d_'r‘ary beker = variety 223 the hons can novmAally e obitained from e
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chami'st er Eenhalsisty, Jeinz grasy truomling Lo Leen reccouaz.acel btecause it is sironger
then avher iidkes - it st not be confused Wamlt gravy saiits

"The guuutitics of ingredients given this month
vd lzst zre not herd and fast; the prirciple is that the surar gives s’trengtl_, ths
121t 'bedy! «nld the hops lne b.Lx., cr Tiavour, an: tiosc can be variel accoriing te taste.
.'; ves rire? introduced to the nysterizis of Frewing =t 2 memorsahle Northerxwoed course
ncld for on entively Cirffcrernt purpcre, T would adls) and by now shire must be a nuiber
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¥ir. Eoven: i: probetly right. There are ot reasty

spondert, "hes proved of g\r‘j ¥Rl iy "he cinly proolen. apvpcars to
in the hottles; bul rns paracr hersz overcanes this aifficuvliy Ly pour-
relivating! the liquid by meaus

Zour pucpiz in the Merth Scosianc Conzsmrercyr wiio nave tricd trawing their om beer,
uzing & recins almost "w.\,n.n cadl, Sala) EEy St mhe Dok RSy MBS ieeie ! StaaliEas) ©hhs
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35 hallfa leascecon of augar psz botile,"
=) HOUSES DEITRCYFD Ef FiRs WO CF OUR ZCT3ES at (zlcn.—‘c'lulls-., in West
Scotland, wire rocently destroyed by fire. Tne
outoreck was riret discovered by one of the te11u‘us, vho was awakened by the sneil of
S0, He opcned tihc bedroom door %o fird +that the fire hed 2 s*rcng hold on the
firss flooir of the building, tut ke 2nd his wile were able to get dowastairs and
cioage with laeir tvo sinall sons, who were in a bedroom on the grourd floor. The
teneni of the hcuse next door anl his wife and their small son and year-old baby were
Adso eble safely to lecvre their home,

Tenante and thelr femilies from “he remaining
o nouels &b Glenachulish, togelaer with the occupants of ncarby Forest Vorkers
Toldings, were guickly on the scene to help sa vage bf*lon\,lvlgso Unfortunateiy .
.-C'-.'e':er, the fauily occupying tne heuse in which the blaze is fheught to have criginaved
losd a!:.m ¢t 211 their pessessicus. It was nos uniii ire brigades from Winlocnleven
ard Fert U ll m had arrived that 1% was pessitle fincily to eubdue the fire.

s

MEUcKRoL? LeRTY LaST #70MIH it was reported in the Loca.t
Press znd in a London evening newspaper - and
clsc mentioned on the B.B.C. - that a woman hed bean "hoaxed" by a forester at -lice
Hol‘t, Scuth Zast England, into reporting the arrival of the first cuckoo. ReaCers
ekt lilte to hear a little more orf the story. Thz "forester! is ex-School Ganger
Y .:"‘ C"U’TIE‘."., scaztines kmom as "lhe squirrcls mam".  He woe doirg a round of his
traps Wil an office colleasue wnd decided to give & dunenstra’ion of his ability to
ini%ete the cuckoo. baybe it wes quite by chares that he hed Jjust previously scen.
in “ne &istunce, s cersain lady lmcm as a een naturalist; awyway, it seems that a
‘phonz call was mace by somacie ©o 'u‘te 2ress.
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Something similar happened when Fred Courtier
Mn]\y 13 He was on Dartmoor when he tried out his call in earshot of two
elderly ladies; the result was a letter in The Times!  But he not only misleads
humans., His skill is such that he can call cuckoos to him and can also sumuon wewls
end pigeons.

The moral of all this, of course, is that one
should both hear ana see the first cuckoo of the year before rushing to claim the
distinction of be:.ng g Tirst in the field.

#XCORNISH FL.CE NS THE FOLLOWING contribution is from Kobile
: Mechanist F. S. J:RVIS, South West England, and
+ND SQME STR;;NGELY-—I‘LJ-‘.E D\"\TS introduces a wide variety of unusual Cornish

place nemes. We shall be pleased to hear from
other readers who can make similar contrlbutlons covering other parts of the country.

A IONDON APFRENTICE sought his fortune in the PROMISED LD anca set out for JERICHO,
In a ROUGH STREET he met some C:MUBLS ridden by ODI.N (UESNS and saw a KW.VE-GO-
BY on crutches, enquiring if FE.THER BXDS were H..FD-TO-CO.LE-BY. The boy was a
LITTLE beside himself but said CRIPPLES &.SE may be attained by bathing in PIFERS
POOL or FROG POOL on FIDDLERS GREEN. The knave thanked him and hoped he would
COME-TO-GOD fortune on his .DVENTures. Later he met ROSE and BESSIE BENEATH
-an OLID TREE watching a LIZ.RD trying to jump from a FOXHOLE into a MOUSIZIOLE.

He enquired his woy and they told him he could travel via MOUNT MISERY or MOUNT
JOY.. Whereupon he being a RE/DY-HONEY-COVE began to TU:N-.~PENNY to Gecide the
route by which he found his fortune in F.R:DISE beyond LNDS IND.

Incidentally, & correspordent has suggested
that we record in The Slasher the oddest names of public houses. Here are a few to
be going on with: THE FLE. and ER~CHE (understood to be near {rotham, Kent); TUMBLE
DOWN DICK, Farnborough, Hempshire; TiE ST-RTLED S.INT, near xatemngbury, Kent.

The sign in the latter case shows a pious, halocd head eround which is circling a
Spitfire; the public house itself is situated quite closc to Kalling Aerodrome.

FTOB..CCO GROWING IN SCOTL..ND WAEN IN 1951 I contemplated srowing tobacco,
writes Research Forester D. C. COUTTS,
RE.DER "ENJOYS EVZRY PUFF" Inchnacardoch, the idea was ridiculed. However,

I got in touch with the Scottish .mateur
Tobacco Growers -ssociation (39, iilton Road, Kirkcaldy, Fife) who assured me that
tobacco could be successfully grown in Fort ..ugustus. fventually harvest time
arrived, together with early frosts, and in my enxiety I completely lifted the plants.
Getting the leaves to the right colour wes no easy task; smoldng queality was poor,
and therc many remerks about the smell. However, I lived it 1l dowm and tried cgain
the following year, benefitting by my mistekes; the crop wes more successful, but it
was clear I still had much to learnm.

By 1953 the growing of tobacco hod become some-
thing of an obsession, so I plented nine dozen plents and got 12% lbs, of dried leaf
and a report from the curing station thet quelity ond condition werc excellent.

liany people think that a profound horticultural
knowrledge is essential to the cultivation of tobacco. This is not so. i s0il of
light loamy or sandy nature 1s to be preferred, with a sheltered southcrly aspect.
Very little orgemic nitrogen should be incorportated in the soil, for this encoursges
soft grawth when least required. & dressing of 2-4 ozs. of superphosphates and 2 ozs.
sulphate of potash per square yard is beneficial and encourages strong root srowth
and eerly meturity.

I buy my plants direct from ihe --ssociation ard
receive them in the first week in June. I plent them out in rows two fect apart,
remenmbering thot ground previously cropped with potatoes should rot be stocked, and
ground thet earlier carried a cabbage crop is idecal for tobacco. Ia the first two
weeks zfter planting the plants should be wotered deily end in .ugust an operation kmnown
as 'topping' is cerried out - in other words the flower heed, smell top leaves, side
shoots and suckers are rciaoved. This promotes growth in the lower 10-12 leaves that
are left to reach maturity. Generally specking, the first picking should be teken
when the lecves chenze to a lighter shede or become a mottled yellow. Two or three
of the lower lceves should be taken for o stert, a slight twist taldng them off easily,
provided they are ripe. The leaves arc then piled in a heap 12 to 18 inches high end
vrefermented, or "sweated". Each doy thc heap must be turned ond the yellow leaves
teken to the top end cventually dried. (I dry my lcaves with the eid of an .Jladin
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stove, wiich substantially reduces the time normally taken for the operation.) igmen
dry they are exoosed to the outside air to absorb moisture, until such time that M™ey
have the feel of a crisp pound note; they are then made into "hands" and sent to the
curing station. On their return, I proceed to meke the tobacco fit to smoke by an
operation known as 'casing', 1nvolv1ng spraying with a mixture of either of the follow-
ing to ten parts of water - treacle, Demarara sugar, syrup or honey, to which is added
one per cent glycerine and one per cent saltpetre. The tobacco is then made into plugs
reedy for shredding (and 2 good shredder is a worthwhile 'buy'). Then follows 'panning',
during wnich {the tobacco is placed in a roasting tin on a hot platc and ‘turmed until
almost dry, thus bringing out the aroma. Next it is put into jars and left for same
weceks to mature. Flavourings can be added, if desired.

So there you are, beautiful tobacco for the
growing - and believe me, I enjoy every puff!

HATRLIISFERS THZ FOLLOWING TRANSFERS heve been notified to
Heedquarters:

District Officers T. I. W. BELL from Cardiff, S(W), to Narbeth, S(¥);
G. G. . TAYIOR from Inverncss, N(S), to Fort "illllam N(S); 4. J. GRAYSON from York,
I\.L.(E) to Bellingham, NE(E); 3. E. LZSLIE from Dean to Chester, INW(E).  Foresters
0. D. HOL_INGTON from Cynwyd, N(W), to Coed-y-Brenin, I(W); J. FEAMILTON from Glenbrenter,
Wi(S), to Benmore, #(S); N. ROBXRTSON from Benmore to Tlghnabrualch W(S); V. E. COATES
from Research, Jl:Lnburgn. to Thornthwaite NW/(E). Foremen A, T. LIDDELL from Glentrool,
s(s), to Glentress, S(S); R. L. SCAMHELL from Haldon, SW(E), to Honiton, SH(E).

Figher ¥xcutive Officers T. D. H. rHORKIS from Headquarters to Cardiff;
J. S. V. OVER! from Headquarters to Woking. Clerical Officers J. C. O'HiRA from
Fdinburgn to Glasgovn

Newcomers are: Clerical Officers T. 4. SCOTIT to D(S); J. GIBSQN to NW(E);
Miss P. HARRIS to SE(E); siss C. M. MacIVER to N(S); V. C. HANFORD to N(W);
Miss D. M. XKMBERLEY to E(E); R. C. TROKE to New.

*XFORESTRY IN THE FULTURE GL/NCING through a newspaper the other day the
headline "Limbless, inotless Trees are Possible"
LT BLESS, KNOTLESS TREES? caught our eyc. This, we thought as we read on,

is where someonc puts forwc.rd once more the
theory thet 1t should not be beyond the forester's ingenuity to grow square trees, with
obvious edvantages. It was not quite as "high-falutin'" as that, however, but the
seld newspaper recorded some startling forecasts credited to Mr. Leslie Je Carry,
President of the Forest Products hesearch Socicty of the United States. For example:
Genetics in forestry are now progressing to the point where fine timber trees will be
grown from seccdling to forest gient in a third of the time now teken. Zvery tree, if
so desired, will be tazll, straight and limbless. Other developnents in the next 50
years will include processcs by which timber, while still standing in the forest, vill
be stained to decorators! colours; foresters will carxry hypoderriic ncedles instead of
axes, helping tress to grow; powerful beams of atomic radiation, instead of saws, will
be used to fell the trees. Future logging methods will involve the use of giant
machines vhich lift c¢ntire trees - roots, stem, limbs - from forest site to sawmill,
where complete utilisation will teke plece.

Well, is 21l this so very improbable? “what has
the Commission's Gencticist to szy on the subject, and what do our utilisation people
think?

¥HPITY THE FOOR INCOME TAX TiE INCOME TaX year ending on 5th april, we were
COLLECTOR! intrigued to rcceive by the end of March news of

no fewer than six birtias - four of them in the
South Scotland Conservancy. Our congrztulations, therefore, to the following
colleagues eno their wives in Scotland: District Officer W. S. FERGUSSON end
Mrs. Fergusson on the birth of & son; District Officer XK. W. WILSON and Mrs. Wilson
(2 son); Forester L. O. ARMSTROIG , Glentrool, ond birs. srmstrong (,.~ daughter);
Forcster 4. THQMSON, Glengap, end lirs. Thomson (daughter). Therc is also news of the
birth of a de.ugn’cor to Mrs., L. ViRRIE, formerly a Clerical Officer in the Dunfrics
Office. In South Weles, proud phmnts arc District Officer O. N. BL&ICHFORD and
Mrs. Blatcaford (a son).

IF YOU DO SGMoIAING, SHE SOMESTHILG, OR HE.R SCMETHING OUT OF THE ORDIHARY, TELL

YOUT_ SLatlEr CORRESEONDFNT.  THERE IS .. CORRTSFONDELT IN &..CH DIRECTORLJE +ND
CONSLERV..NCY CFI'ICH




