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THy STORY OF POOR aLICk HOLT THIs IS THe STORY of poor slice Holt, whose public
execution in 1863 was mentioned in the last issue

SHit GAVE HeR #OTHER ARSKNIC of The 3lasher, It is a sad and sorry story, told

by a correspondent who ‘traced the details in an
ancient copy of The Times,

alice, it seems, lived with her mother and a man named
Holt, with whom she "cohabited", at Stockport, Cheshire. She was undoubtedly ingenious,
or in order to insure her mother with the ¥esleyan Insurance sassociation for the sum of
06 she arranged for a substitute to undergo the required medical examinstion.  The
policy issued, the mothcr, lary Bailey, steadily deteriorated in health and after a
vhile was dead and buricd, Something, -however, aroused the suspicions of the authori-
ties or the insurance company, for the old lady was exhumed and (to quote the evadcncc
at the subsequent trial of slice Holt for murder) "the body was found perfectly fresh"
«nd contained a great quantity of arsenic.

Baorh b

] Then slice was arrested she "was sullen and strongly
protested her innocence"; she accused Holt of trying to coerce her into setting feine
to the mother's bed while the 0ld lady lay in it, asleep, and of offering her (alice)
strychnine with which to perform the murder. Holt, she allegecd; gave the mother
srecnic in her beer, and nlice related how she said to the man: "Thou hast brought me

“o destruction and now thou wants to bring me to the gallows."

But nothing - not even the fact that between the time
of her arrest and trial she gave birth to a child - -could save alice Holt from being
hanged and on the morning of December 28th, 1863, she was taken from the City gaol at
Chester to the nearby gallows. "Then near the drop," it is recorded, "her courage
7ailed her and she was half dragged, half carried to the scaffold. On the platform she
£cil on her knees and mozned piteously 'The Lord have mercy upon me', which she
continucd to do while Calcraft pulled the bolt. The .drop only fell partially, and when

it wmas at last pulled dovn she swung about partially strangled for two or three minutes,
the fall not being enough to break her neck," ’

The execution took place a% 8.10 a.m. and was
iitnessed by about a thousand people. : '

0N GROWN TOBACCO OUR REFA2uliCh last month to the growing of tobacco at

home produced & number of requests for further informa
2XPrRINCl OF 2 DISTRICT “ion, the inferencc being that the staffs of several
OF*ICER of our offices are likely soon to experience something

new in the way of aromas!

' mnstates Officer a. /. aRENDS, of South ‘ales, has
already grown his own tobacco with some success. "Readers might like to know something
of the experience of a novice," he writes. "Tast year I obtained some plants (variety
liontcalure) from the British Fioneer Tobacco Growers Association and some other plants
(rio name) from a friend. I had no difficulty in growing the tobacco, and as I sen® it
away for curing I had no difficulty in that respect, cither. “hen cured and flavoured
by spraying the lontcalure made a very reasonable, though mild, smoke, The 'no nane!
725 not so good. This year I intend to grov several varieties and try blending them.
T4 certainly seems to me that a perfectly satisfying tobacco can be grown in one's own
Gerden,

"lontcalure can be smoked uncured with some satis-
faction, but if this is donc there is an unpleasant smell; this, however, does not
rother me, for my sense of smell iz almost non-existent. . In consequence, only the mos b
cotermined and loyal Civil Servants interrupt my office work when I am smoking; I
elieve my output has thereby been considersbly improved.  Furthermore, scquisition
0f#icer L, H, 7ILLIsMS (who shares my room) spends the miniium time in the office, theove-
by attracting, I imagine, the fervid approbation of his superiors,"

“20Re MONUMENTS VHaT STORY lies behind the following inscription,
which is to be seen by the main doorway of Shrewsbury

Church? If any readers know more of this very carly attempt at flight we would like

to hear from them, '



"Let this small monument record the name of Cadman and to future times proclaim
“how by'n attempt to fly from this high spire across the Sabrine stream he did’
acquire his fatal end, 'Twas not for want of skill or courage to perform the
task he fell, No, no, a faulty cord being drawn too tight hurried his soul

on high to take the flight which bid the body hcre beneath good night.
February 2nd, 1739, aged 28," '

“hile on the subject of odd monuments and memorials we
would mention the handsome stone to be secn in the graveyard at “7inchester Cathedral,
This was erected in 1802 by officers of the North Hants ifilitia and replaced an earlier
stone to the memory of one Thomus Thetcher, a Grenadier of the Militiza "who died of a
violent fever contracted by drinking Smzll Beer when hot the 12th of liay, 1764, aged
26 years," a4 further inscription denotes that the memorial is "in grateful remembrance"
of the Grenadier - "Here sleeps in pesace & Hampshire Grenadier who caught his death
through drinking cold small beer; soldiers be wisc from his untimely fall and when
yere hot drink Strong or none at all." : : ;

e leave reazders to reach their owvm conclusions as to
whether Thomas Thetcher drank small beer made hot or was hot when hé drank cold small
beer. 1 ;

X%, ¥DUCATION ORFICER REPLIES LaST 1IONTH'S "popular misconception" of a day in the
' life of an mducation Officer hzs provoked the following
SEQUEL TO » POPULsR HMISCON- - letter from lir. IAN ROBERTSON, kducation Officer at
CEPTION the Forester Training School, Faskally, Pitlochry.
¥ "I fear," he writes, "the kducation Officer who wrote
in the last number of The Slasher must have had a bad morning with his domestic problems.

"It is true thet an hour or two & day may be taken up
with such matters, but the remaining fifteen hours.of an kducation Officer's day can be
spent on the theory and practice of forestry in all its aspects. He can range from
mensuration, with the Hummel-Brett formula at his fingertips, to tariff tables and timber
height measurements.  scology is incidental, teaching technique and psychology are
pert of his day's work; he must know something about the kngel planting procedure;
he must be conversant with agostini's paper on the introduction of kucalypts to Italy
and he must be able to explain Mayer-Wegelin's theory of wood texture in annual rings.
Why? Because some over-brainy student is liable to ask awkward questions, The
wducation Officer must also be able to give a sound basic training in forestry.

"3o much for your znonymous Education Officer."

¥%R.LL OF THi ANCIENT ~ THn F4MOUS Cedar of Lebanon, said to have stood for

' two and & half centuries in the grounds of Bretley Hall
(now a hospital) near Burton on Trent, has been felled - a victim of decay. It is
reported thzt because of the historical associztions of this tree, the stump is to be
preserved (by what means we do not-know) by the Derby Hospital lianagenent Committee,
who also plan to place a cross-cut of the trunk on display in the hospital.

o A legend concerning this true was that every tine a
branch fell a member of the house of Chesterfield would die. It was said that the tree
was splashed Wwith the blood of Lady lMzrgarct Chesterficld, when she jumped from a tower
of the Bretley Hall keep, g 8 g5

Fewer things are more closely associated than legends and
trees, of course; in Priory Street, Carmarthen, ‘in South Wales, can be seen the remalns
of Merlin's Oak and a nearby inscription reads "7hen this oak falls down, so will the
tovm."  Vhet is left-of the trec is "bolstercd" by cement, but this does not mean that
Carmsrthen, in tzking such steps to "preserve" this oak, is worried. Cermarthen, of
course, means Caer tlerlin, or the fortress of Merlin.

EXQWTIRMMENT OF FORSTER AFTLR & quarter of a century with the Forestry

T, W, POVELL Comaission, Forcster T, *i, POVELL, of Hensol Forest,

South ales, has retired. Mr. Powell commenced his

employment with the Commission in 1928, as a forest worker at Gwydyr, North *gles,
vhere he served until hie transfer to Hensol thrce years later. He was promoted to
Foreman in 1940 znd to Forester in 1948. To mark his retirement colleagues from both
llorth znd South “ales Conscrvuncics presentcd hin with o elock, the gift being handed
over by iir. V. D, RUSSHLL, Conservator for South \zles.
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*¥7h JUST CaN'T BoLIcVis IT! ReaD the following slowly, lest righteous indignation
und blood pressure get out of control,

".dmission into the Civil Service is indeed eagerly sought after, but it is for
the unambitious und the indolent or incapable that it is chiefly desired. Those
whose abilities do not warrsnt =n expectation thet they will succeed in the open
professions, vhere they must encounter the competition of their contempories, and
those whom indolence of temperament or physical infirmitics unfit for active
exertions, are placed in the Civil Service, where they may obtain an honourable
livelihood with little labour ond no risk."

T+ should now be carefull;s noted that the above is from
an officiasl Report, prepared by Sir Stafford Worthcote and Sir Charles Trevelyan and
submitted to Farliament - in 1853 e are indebted to Foreman D. T. PATTERSON, of
kast sngland, who brought the item to our notice.

¥HTRANSFERS THy FOLLOTING TRANSFLRS have been notified to
Headquarters:

District Officers R. D. PINCHIN from Research, alice Holt Lodge, to Shrewsbury,
N(7); 7. C; WIIKINS from Stepaside, S(V7), to Nurberth, s(#); D. J. COOPER from
~oodchurch, Sk(k), to Farnham, Si(i).  Foresters 7. ~RNOIT from Bramshill, Sk(z), to
andover, Su(E); T. N, BROWNu from entwood, s(7), to Tintern, S(77); C. J. MaCKIE from
Grychan, S(77), to Hensol, S(); . G, HOLLOVELL from Coed Caerdydd, S(V7), to Tentwood.
Foremen a: NIKWIN from Charlton, Si(i), to Queen mlizabeth forest, SE(E); . T. O, RBES
from Talybont, S(7), to Cocd Caerdydd; . J. STSVENS from liargam, s(%), to Crychan, -

kxecutive Officer G. G. HODGSON from Lyndhurst to hdinburgh. Clerical Officers
C. A, H, BaS3SKTT from Lyndhurst to Cardiff; D. J. COX from Lightmoor Depot to FParkend,
Dean; 4. TOTNLND from Research, alice Holt Lodge, to York.

Newcomers are: Head Leeper J. HUMBY to New forest, Clerk of Torks H, REDFORD to
N(¥W). Clerical Officers Miss J. BarLOY, a. Pu3TWIL, a. M, JWFFREY and J. R. PRICE to
W(7); 7 C. FRasS to Research; J. b, CLaxKi to S\/(&); -Miss P. k. DaVILS to D)

5. CaRR to D(S); 4. &, BRADFIRID to New.

FHCOWGRATULATIONS 10 « ir. H. 3. I.RTIN, liobile Mechanist covering the kast

MOBILy MCHuaNIST iidlands area of the North West kngland Conservancy, is

C.0. of the iansfield (384) Squadron of the .ir Training

Corps. He is to be warmly congratuluted on the success of his squadron in winning the
Corps! premier award, the Sir ..lan Luss Silver Rrose Bowl, given to the most efficient
squadron in the whole of Great Britain, But this fine achievement is not all, for the
squadron has recently won anothcr trophy - the B. V. Reynolds Cup, awarded to the most
outstanding squadron in the Group.

¥4 ROUBLE ON 1Hi BRILGE THe FOLLO ING letter was received by one of our Scottish
' Conservancics from the Director of a firm of haulage
OR THE CONSIDER.TH contractors. There is no need for closer identifica-
CONTR..CTOR tion; we sssure you thut this is just another casc

wherc truth is stranger then fiction.
"Dear Sir,

.S you can sec from the attached invoice, we had a spot of trouble when
delivering & Bailey Bridgc to your site. The lorry driver found that he could
not get his vehicle turned on this side of the river and attempted to cross the
wooden bridge thet was in existence at the time, T/hen halfway across the bridge
the thing collzpsed «nd the vehicle ended up in the river somc ten feet below.

Ve hzd to employ six men =nd two lorries to have the vehicle removed. Fortunately
the vehicle was not seriously damaged, but we incurred considerable expense on

the salvage operations, T understend that it was the intention of your Department
to have the wooden bridge knocked dovm and removed the following day. I alsr
uncerstand that our efforts mede this unnecessary as the bridge was completely
destroyed when the lorry went through it.

In these circumstances we wondered if you would consider paying a proportion
of our expcnses and have enclosed owr invoice for £4 L4s. to which we trust you will
give every attention.

w8suring sou of our bust uttention at all times,

fours faithfully, etc,"
= 3 —
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eS80 L CuLibBRATIONS - »N\D THeRE is -Purther-newe—ofweasonal~elsbrations,
' o FIT SHOW Forester N. K. HePBURN tells us i1nav to commemeved..
‘ . : the establishmen® of the new forest "colony" ai

L=l vburton, nest Scotland Conscrvency, = Coronation svenuc of trees was planted at

Jlovastmas by employces' wives and other members of their Feomilies. "To further-cecle..
“rate the occasion," writes Forcster lcpburn, "a grand party was or snised, & Gompany
) D : Dan

of 40, which is « large gathering for this part of the world, zsseubled in the hestel
yich had been transformed into a fairylend of colour snd culinary delight. During
‘he revels there arose the cry 'Listenl!, znd in the grezt hush there cume & sound Tror
tae still, frosty night. From far away there came the strain of the bagpipes - the.
nearer, still nearer, until the Swelling surge cf 'Scotland the Brave' echoed and
re.-schoed. In the zrect exodus from the hall there was not a heart but stirred 2
the wondrous sight; for there, preceded by his piper, and wearing the .red costume
+he long white beard, and with the bottomless sak over his shoulder, was Santa. L

“ir. he hall, the children gathered round in & rapt circle and the Spirit of Christmas

viessed us all," :

The annual party held by the New Forest staff was
ive I, WYNNn JON&S, ‘2nd Mrs. wrin: Jonep, and lirs, .and lrs. F. I B. de UPH4UGH.
i, V. G, “RIGHT was an energetic M.C. o 1 E : W

. The staff of the aberystwyth office end their guesis
+iended o film show arranged by the local -entertainments committee.  To do Gl :
w.nds and dashing seas that swept across the promenade were bravedy Lut the enterte:
1.t proved well worth while; The programme included. "The Culbin Story" ;- which tell:
£ *he Commission's -work in stabilising and planting sand-dunes on the lioray HRirch,

o film made by a private fivm on the great winablow in Scotland.

/

. dirrndr and dance srranged by the Headquarters Eocied

“iub, and held -this month at the Paviour's arms, ~esiminster, proved such a success
5t is hoped that similar esvents will be held anrually. liembers of the staff and theiy

formed a compan; 80 or o strong wnd among those present were: the Director

; Mry a: Ho GCELIEG, and irs. Gosling; the Deputy Director General, SIR HelNR &
-PLIRSE, and Lady Berectord keirso; “thelSceretany, Mo, H. 4, TURNzR anl

wrner; and the Controller or Finance, Mir.. CORICH, and irs, Cormack,

=

““PTRTH OF » DaUGHTLR - CONGEATUTATIONS to District Officer P, OVERnLL;
3 ~Perystwyth, and ifrs. Overell, on the birth of &

Q Z;L’.j{]’l"ﬂ@r >
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*HUMOUR - UINCONSCIQUS w2 EXTRACT from a circulzr issued by @nother Dopérumci!
OTHERWIS K { needless to' say! ). "The unit will te &ble to

advise the whole Service, including the Statiencrt

Office, on the most up-to-dat: mathods of reproduction and will help ensure that s
capzcity in Departments is used to the nest adventege ...... 2 tecnnical knowledazu
seproduction processes 1s not essential, thoush some experience of' reproduction wor.
orld be useful". |

Here's your chance, Foresters! From the classificd
"ads." of a Germen forestry mzgazine Comes the following: "4n independent, healli:
50-years old dressmeker desires to mzke the acguaintance of a steadfast, strong-wiil=d
reliable: Forester with a view te matrimony. Being very fond of nature, a Forester':

/

“iodgs would be desireble."

Now for a few exiracts “rcm cur own Departmental.
writings: "However sirong and fragrant this case looks it is obvious that an apprcuch
rred be made to the timber merchants before we can consider prosccution,” U SheRT o
ine Conservancy as a whoic - technical and non-technical - has been tight during il

1

. /ear, but rnot unduly =o.

Then there i3z the quotation from an Irish foresiry
icurnal: "Pipus contorta (Doug"as) is an evergecen trec of moderete or small eize
~f comical outline with numerous branches,"  The following zem (shades of the sninc
- vPlain Words") is taken from a letter %o the Commission from another Departme:’
“T offer apologies for this omission, which I can only account for by the thoughi i
the desire to rwovide adegquate faciliticz oblitorsted the realisation of necessi®y
“he prior financial zpproval,®

IF YOU DO SOMTHING, Siw SOMsTHING, On Hh it SOUBTIING QUT QF THik ORDINsRY, TeLlL
TOUR SLeSHon CORRESEOIDLNL,  Wiloil is n CORRLESPONDANE TN sxCH DIRWCTORATM : )
CONSwAV..2C L OFFTCH

- LCeS -

.+ Northerwood House and was attended by about 130 people, including the Depuiy swveyor,



