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THE YAR ON GREY SQUIRRELS FIGURES now to hand show that substantial
progress has been made in the intensified

250,000 KILLED IN A YEAR campailgn against the grey squirrel, which opened

in March last and provides fcr the payment of
a shilling a tail. The effcct of the campaign has been twofcld - undcubtedly more
peeple have becn cnccuraged t. opcrate for the first time against the pest, and there
has been increcascd activity on thc part of Squirrel Clubs.

The number of grey squirrels killed in England
and "ales in thc ycar ended Scptember last was 257,6L4k, ccmpared with 168,038 in the
~revious year - an incrcasc cf nearly 90,000. Xills from 16th March, the date on which
the campaign cpencd,were182,082 and the numbcr of shillings paid was 129,871. 1In
Scotland, herc the Grey Squirrel is very much localised, kills werc relatively few.

The year's "bag", in the words of SIR RICHARD
COTTERELL, Chairman of thc Grey Squirrcl Committee, constitutes "a staggering figure
when it is taken inte account that there arc still many arcas where no steps have as
yct been taken t- decal with the pest'. But, adds Sir Richard, therc is no cause for
complacency and cfforts must be re~doubled; and this is where readers of The Slasher
can come into thc picture by urging their friends and acquaintances to join in the
campaign wherever pessivle. Scme may have land or access to land on which they can
shict or trap, and others may be intcrested in joining Squirrel Clubs. First stcp in
the latter conncction, of coursc, is to anproach the County Pests Officer of the
Hinistry of Agriculturc.

Feotnete:  4As the grey squirrel appears in a lecality, so the red squirrel
disappecars, but hitherto there has been a paucity cf cvidence thot
the grey actunally attacks the red. News ecmes news from
Forcster E. G. HOLLOVELL, of Coed Caerdydd, that his local trapper
was rceently an cyc-witness of an attack by a grey squirrel on a red.
Both squirrels vicre shot and an inspecti- n ¢f the red showed an
incisicn at the back of the right car vhich cculd not be attributed
tc gun shot vounds.

TELVOTHER TOREST VI LAGE OPENED YET LNOTHER forest village has been cfficially
opened. This is thc village at Glen Trccl, in
A SHEPHERD'S CROOK FOR OUR CHAIRMALN the Siuth Scotland Censervancy, where more than

100 houscs will eventually be built. The first
instalment of 47 houses and a shop is ncaring complction and about twelve familics have
"moved in" tc date.

The opening ceremony was perfermed by the
TARL of GALLOVAY, the Lord Licutenant of the Stewartry, who was supported by our
Choirman, LORD RADNOR; thc Director General (Mr. A. H. GOSLING); the Dircctor for
Scotland (Mr. A. H. H. ROSS); Mr. J. A. B. MACDONALD (Censervator); and
Mr. R. E. FOSSEY, Statc Forests Officer.

In introducing the Farl c¢f Galloway the
Choirman said the activities of the Forcstry Comuission had a social significance that
wos not always fully aporcciated, for by planting trees the Ccmmission not only stabi-
liscd the nunber »f peoplc living in an areaz but made it possible for others tc find
cnployrnient there.

The Barl »f Gallowvay and the Chairman cach
plantcd oak trecs ot the readside at the entrance to the village, and cach was
orecsented with a shepherd!s criock by 12-years old MARGARET BIRCH, daughter of thc first
nrusehclder in the village.

*FLIFKS NEV iND OLD MANY /ND VARIED, virites Conscrvancy Engincer
: R. R. MESTEL, arc thc links betivicen forest and
SPTJEEN FOREST LMD RATLL LAY railwvay. The theughts of feresters turn

.

often t the railways, for statistics show all
teo clearly that sparks fre.i the cngines causc wmost ferest fires. It may be that
news of some pending railway closurc in or about our plantaticns is received with
satisfaction; there is a sensc of rclicef as a line falls into disuse; a feeling of



. B
special achicverent in such cascs as the cvccupation by Chirk Depot cf scmc of the very
nmuildings of the new dismanitlea Glyn Valley Tranniay, closcd o traffic as long ago as
1935, In the Ferest : © Dean the mvtor road approech int: Lightmeor Depet is aligned
over a sccticn of abandouned idneral.railviay. here is no deubt, fires avert, that
railways do have o considerabvle intcrest for mest of us at onc time or ancther and
certainly the construction of a new railvey through a forest is an item of ncws whien
should aot pass witheut spceial reference, especially as the Comsdssion's plantations,
in ccnscquence, beceone assoicated with beth the medern and ancient railways of this
country.

New railvay venturcs are not ccrmon nowadays,
but a notable addition te British Reilways was opened in September last year. This vas
the C: lverton Cellicry Branch, a doublc track, standard gauge linc scven and a half milcs
long, scrving the colliery, which is nerth cast of N-ttinghan. For a distance of more
than half a milc this now linc runs in o deep cutting threough part of Sherwocd Ferest,
i the Worth Vicst England Censcivancy, and thc construction of the railway mecant the
surrcnder of abrut thirteen acres of plantatieon in the form of a strip. The standing
timber (C.P., P30 and fully stecked) was clear felled and, with the building of the new
linc, there has resulted a very considerable and marked change in the appearance ¢f the
countryside. In the centre of the plantation the cutting is 30 feet deep and 80 fcct
vide, with a maximun depth of about 50 feet of cutting approaching the western perimeter.
As therailway cut this part of Sherwocd Forest int: twe separate blceks, a2 modern,
three-span concrete connecting over-bridge for vehicular traffic was provided by the
Railway Executive and is cne of nine bridges included in the engineering works cn the
line. This branch railway is the first of any appreciable length to be constructed
since the nationalisation of railways and is designed for cperation by main line loco-
notives and new standard 2hi-ton coal wagons. So much, then, for the modern.

For contrast - the ancient in railways — wc nust
go tn Dovey Forest, in the Nerth %Wales Conscrvancy. There, at Abcrgynolwyn, the
Commissicn's plantations adjein the track of what is now the cldest surviving, stean-
hauled, passenger-carrying narrow—-gauge line in the world, the historic Tal-y-Llyn
Railway. This 2ft. 3ins. gaugc railwmy was incerporated in 1865 and a Tal-y-Llyn
Railvaay Prescrvaticn Sceicty has been formed to ensure the survival of the line as a
going concern, imong the "stud" of loconctives we find an 88-years old veteran -

DOLGOCH - still in ccrmissicn, and four-wheeled coaches whnich have carried passengers
since 1866.

Unfortunately, it is not s7iithin the scope of
these notcs te described this quite remarkable railvmy at length, but even so, we
remoin fire-conscivus, for there above ibergynolwyn terminus is clearly displaycd the
fomiliar "Takec Corc: Do Net Stort Fire" notice.  Perhaps one day it will be joined by
o wodern forest nancplate.

®¥0DD JOBS! WE ARE ALL AYARE of things that are harmful to
forestry, and of the need of energetic steps
* ©0 cradicate then. t is, therefore, perhaps a little surprising tc hear that tho —orlk

£ leading surveycr Miss MARION 1ANSELL, of the Forest Rescarch Station, has included

the potting-up of viceds, the planting c¢f rhededendreons and, of all things, the nurturing
of baby grey squirrels. ‘There the last task is concerned, it should be explained that
o number of grey squirrels is to be kept in captivity at Alice Helt Lodge, the main
objeect being to perrit a study of their food preferences, so that the mest effective
bait moy be uscd for futurc trapping.

At first the cclony consistec of just two baby
squirrcls, acquired by FRED COURTIER, who is undertaking much of our grey squirrel
rescarch viork. They ere fed through a fountain-pen filler on milk and honey, the nienu
being supplemented in due course with a nut dessert. Ve understand that the ceclony
is now more than 20 strong.

#¥P,GING A FORMER ART TE.CHER A PARAGRAPH in a Yorkshirc ncwspaper described

how the landlerd of a Londen hotel is planning
o reunion of a band of nen whe, ncarly 30 years age, "stuod up tov the corkscrew bowling
of big Bill Bowes on o concrete hard pitech in Leeds". 4 pilc of bricks served as
stunps. The said londlord listed 13 nonies in a Press advertisement and all persens
hove becn traced, and cleven «f them intend to take part in the reunion carly ncxt year.
They include (says the samie newispaper report) "a fermer art tcacher now with the
Forestry Coxraissicn in Cumberland", and vic viculd hardly be hunen iff we failed to
speculate as te the identity of this particular gentlemen. If, therefcre, he sheuld
reed these foir lincs we would be glad t¢ hcar frea him, for no doubt his carly cricket-
ing reminiscences viould moke intercsting reading.
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*RG/NGER A4S RUGBY PLAYER SEVERLL OF OUR STATF arc ncted fer their
proviess at different sports. It is with
p?easure, then, that we recerd the fact that the Scuth Tales Conscrvancy con boast <f a
First class rugby player. He is Gonger G. HOXRIS, of St. Gwymno, whe anplied for a
trial +ith the Newport Rugby club and hes now obtained a regular place as lock forward.

R0y THR WHDS OF THE FOLICE" SOME VARIEZD NEJS frem Edinburgh. First, ve
record that members of the Directorate Office
EDINBURGH VISIT TO YIRELESS STATION Sceial Club recently spent an enjoyable cvening

in the hands of the Edinburgh police. Enjoyable?
Yes, we mean it, for the pelice were goeoed cneugh to show cur colleagues over the  wire—
less stotion on the top of Blackferd Hill.  They were allowed to listen-in te actual
broaceasts to patrel cars, dirceting the wehicles to the scenes <f varicus misdemeanours.
"Our cnly regret", writes cur correspondent, "sas to miss by a few days the big ‘break-

cut! froem Saughton Priscn.

The party was also shovm the make-up of the
transmission ané rcceiving scts carried in patrel cars, and a few were permitted to usc
the "wmlkie-talkie" apparatus.

In additicn te seeing the wircless station the
oarty visited the Kirk o' Shots TV statien, alsce through the grod offices of the police.
"Now", says cur correspondent, "as Scots we know vhere to get free viewing!"

One xight be over-colloquicl and say it is now a
casc ¢f from coppers to cosmetics. In the ccnversation among ladies of the Edinburgh
Office (2dds our corrcspondent) one noiv hears such words as "tone", "lubricate",
"vitalise" and so on (2nd so on), and one wonders whether the fair sex has gone
mechanically-minded. But no - all thesc wicrds relate to BEAUTY. This more intensive
than usual interest in the subject arises because the Socizl Club Conmittee vms fortu-
nate enough to get Yardley's, «f 01d BonC Street, tc send along cne cf their experts to
give 2 talk on the art of nmoke-up. Needless to say, men were barred Ifron the meeting,
but it can be said that the Edinburgh O0ffice shculd now be called the Headquarters
(Scctland) of Glamour!

¥, FSSRS. LEEFE, PL.NT AND DEAL THF FOLLOVING situation arcse at Lynford Hall,
the Forester Training Schcol in East Anglia.

Duc tc sickness and the teking of leave, District Officcr LEEFE was deputising for the

BEducation Officer; and the Forester-Instructer, alse deputising, was Mr. FLANT (now

District Officer). Incidentally, the Forester in charge of the School beat is Mr. DEAL.

FHTRANSFERS THE FOLLOWING TRANSFERS have been notificd to
Headquarters:

District Officers D. R. JOHNSTON frem Alice Helt, SE(E), to Chichester, SE(E);

i. R. SUTTON from woking to Chichester; J. V. CROSSLAND from Ulversten, Nii(E), to

Xendnl, N7(E); R. C. STERN from isberystwyth to Ruthin; L. C. TROUPE frem Alice Holt,

S2(E), tc Farnham, SE(E); J. E. i. KEEN from YWoking to Farnham.

Porcsters J. R. HENDERSON from Gravetye, SE(E), tc Brightling, SE(E); M. K. YOUNG
frein Glenduror, (S), to Loch Katrine, *,-'.'(s%,; I. 0. EVANS from Feclena, S(¥), to Towy,
S(Z); C. 0. MACKINTOSH from Leanschan, N(S), to Speymouth, E(S); J. DiY from Clipstone,
7i(8), to Charmweod, W (E); E. JONES from Kershcpe, N#(E), to Inglewcod, Ni(E).
Toremen D. TOIBIN from Ventweod, S(W), to Slebech, S(7); J. HOWSON frem Giedd, S(¥),
%7 Mynydd Ddu, S(7); R. 4. F. KEBP from Educaticn, Faskally Scheol, to Education,

Guydyr Scheol; P. H. PARSONS from Savernake, Si(E), to Erme, SiW(E); D. R0BERTSON from
Xescarch, Wykcham, to Research, Glentrcel; G. F. THOMAS frem Charmreod to Clipsteone;
J. J. YUNRO from tark, NE(E), to Redesdale, NE(E). Clerk of Vierks T. DiLGLEISH fren
Glenhurich, N(8), tc Straiton, S(S). Executive Officers W. 0. VITTERING from Rescarch,

ilice Melt, te Edinburgh; C. RIDLEY from Bristol to Alice Holt.

Noveoners =rc District Officcrs I. 4. D. GRANT to N(S); J. R. /LDNOUS te Research;
A. J. GRLYSON to NE(E); M. C. SWIRLEY to SU(E); /. G. JEFFREY to E(S); T. S. THOMPSON
and D. Y. M. ROBERTSON to S(7); M. H. ORRAM to NW(E); J. R. SKIMNER to N(%W);
J. D. C/iMERON to Dean. Exccutive Officers Miss M. J. EDEN to H.Q.; J. . DAVIS to
D(S). Clericel Officers i, I. G. HALL to E(S); J. 4. DUNFORD to S.(E); Miss J. S.
REID to N(S).

®EpXING IT TO EXTRRMES NO TH.T OUR FORESTS are so well distributed
: i ; over the ccuntry, readers may like to be
FORESTS 52 WILES FLOM NOR?HERN infcermed, or at least reminded, «f thosc ferests
I2EL/ND thet lic at the cxtreme gecographical lirdts of

Creat Britain. ; -3 -



Por 2 leng tine = fren ob u't 1920, ¢ belicve -
the record for beins farthest nerth was held by Brrgic Forcst in Subthcerlond, which is
only ten nilcs south of Dunnet Head (For the record, it is Dunnct Head, not
Juim ! Groats, that is the norchern: .cst peint of the EBritish _,-1nlgna.) Riecently,
hewever, the nev acquisiticon ealled Strathy, alsc in Sutherla ‘L, hes saken the
Coixaddssicn o dle or e nearcr the Nerth Pole.

Llse in %he Worth Ciascrvency, Scotland, you will
find cur nest westerly forests - Fiuncry, oa the ¥Morven peninsula is fnly 10 ziles
cast ~f the oint of Lrdncimrchan, which is the westermaest part .f the Scoitish mein-
land, and inceed of Greatv Britain. Still further cut, c¢n the Isle of Skye, comes
Glen Brittle Porest, wiich at its cxtreme point is five miles west of the Ivint of
Lrdnomurchen;  incidentally, it is als: nearly 20 miles west of Belfast!

Our st costerly forusts eare all in Sufflk
ond et the moment it locks like o tic Detween Dumiiich anc the new unit called viaveney,

b Deing within five tdles of Lowesteft Ness, the eastermiost print of England.
{loveniy, strange oo say, is cm o islani calleé Lethingland; alfhcugh you can easily
reach it Dy rrad or rail, you olways have ¢ croess a bridge, ond it is cven possible to
a

.

21l around it.) e should like to kaow whether Dumdich or laveney cleims cur nost
Asterly iree - or pussibly Tuastall, which is o clise cumpetiicr.

o

The record fir furthest south was held fir o
fow years by Frme Forest, in Deven, bu't this year a new ncquisiticn has Heen made +n
the Gu nhilly Diwmas of Cormicll, within five miles ¢f Lizard Head - that will take o 1ot
of beating! This cyca, Hy fhe way, is farther west than any peint in Tales, and <nly
20 iiles coast -f Land's Bad, the vesternnost peint of England.

T~ conplete the sicry, Glen Brittle is 320 miles
vicst of Taveney, or & greatver Clstance than thot from Londen to Carlisle. Mo fewer
than 600 wiles, in & nerth te south dirceticn, separate Strothy firem the Goenhilly
Devms; this is o greater distonce than thet from Londen to Spain. There is rocn for
quitc o 1ot of differences in climete and veather in such for-flung exiremes.

ie suspuct what the lescarch 3Branch may oy to

go wne better (as they alwmys like % cl') by bringing in c::pe rimentcl arcas thoy arc

runaing a Lc’.as in the Outicr Tiebrides, and Hoy in Orkmey. “¢ haven't heard much abiub
tnrse for—off forcign perts and are wwnden 1ng vhether ony trces rcal_ty do brave the
vinds of $hosce remete islands. '..'ill any reader senG: us infcrmetinon?

Before we put avwey cur atlas, it is 2 cwricu
foet that both Saddell Forest in West Scotland, and Parcagle Forest in Scuth Scot 1“nd
cre enly 32 miles from Northern Ircland, while Lyminge FPorcst, in Kent, cemes within
30 miles «f France!

ZASBING OF FORESTER 3. V. JiMES DEEPLY REGRET © reccird the passing f
I‘ rester 3. V. Jauses, whose sucden death has
FOLLO.S RECENT? RETICHNZENT tceurret less than three wacnths after his

9

rebirencat, 4 which we referrcd in the last
izsue of The Slashcr,

, As previcusly stnted, M. James was capliyed
in State forvestry for 46 yenrs, for he started his career with the Office of Jocds as
Iz age as 1907, spenéing st f his timce in The Deen. He j'-ined the Forcstry
Cudissicn in 192k ent subscquently becaac o Ganger and, in 1937, a Foreman. He
Deeenc o Porester in 1939. During the ver ¥r. James.scrved with { T.P,D., returaing

v the Cmmissicn, af Tintern, enrly-in 1947. Loter in the somie year he was {rans-
ferred tu ""embrcy ne.ef oux L» rests which hos Deen largely foimed ¢n sand-dunes, and
theire ne remcined until his retirement in fugust lost.

he cremction teck place ot Fontypridd.

Unfertumscely, we have alse ©  repert the

G
passing of M. V. B, RLIKES, £ooworly Clerk «f Works in the South Vales O nservarcy,
Wi dled in Sridgenda Tospitel.

¥ LOLT RECEARCH ROMANCE TF2 FOLLO.ING mewoers oF ¢ csecrch staff
nave recenvly werricd: Distid "c Officer

ict Officor GEORGE TOLLES (4o Miss SHEILL VCODGTR ); and Fercman

s LY?L__os.rru)

R0Y PLULKMER; Distr
G. BUSZE.ICZ (tu He
als. c.ngrotuletc Distriet Officer D, BEVLA,
desenrch 3ranch, ond irs. Boeven on the avrivel of a third caughter; ond District
Ofiicer JOHN IIATTYE.S, Resiarch, and drs. kotthews, on the advont ¢f a sceend son.



