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AURORA SURVEY THOSE OF YOU who have watched the long

' white or green or red streamers of the
VOLUNTEERS WANTED Aurora Borealis darting out from the north

like searchlight beams, or have seen the
silently waving curtains that stretch at times right across the dark vault of the sky,
cannot have feiled to be interested.  lany will have speculated as to the nature and
cause of these mysterious forms and colours. '

Here, then, is news of a scientific
investigation that will intrigue some of our readers, particularly those who live in
the Scottish Highlands and who may thus be able to give especially valuable help to the
oroject.

But first, a word or two about the Northern
Tights, which bear an expressive Latin name which means "Northern Davm".  Measurements
have shown that the auroral light is produced in the very rarefied air of the
atmosphere at heights of between 60 and 100 miles - exceptional heights of as low as
40 and as high as 600 miles have been reported. Though the details of the processes
are as yet by no means fully understood, there is ample evidence that the effects are
oroduced by interaction with the atmospheric gases of streams of fast-moving particles
ejected from the sun. ' :
Now it is believed that a closer study of
this phenomenon, particularly on the comparatively rare occasions Wwhen it moves south-
vards from its usual location, will yield much of scientific value and general interest.
The most satisfactory method of collecting the required information about the occurrence -
of aurora is by straightforward visual observation, which for some years has been made
by research workers at Edinburgh University and also by members of the British
Lstronomical Association. But expansion of the work was obviously desirable and last
year simple forms for the recording of observations viere distributed throughout Britain,
So that there are now about 100 land observers, including at least one Iorester
(Research Forester B. G, HOWIAID), and more are wanted.

For the berefit of readers who may vwish to
volunteer as observers we would point out that no cxperience is needed and very little
work is involved in making and recording the night sky observations that are required.
lor is there any expense, because postage paid reply labels are supolied for the
monthly return of completed forms to Edinburgh. To quote from the instructions given
on the form, "All relisble information, éven if only for very brief periods on a few
nights of the month, is useful and should be semt in.," Anyone who is interested,
therefore, particularly if stationed in a part of Scotland where they are away from
the glare of town lighting, is invited to write for sample forms and reply labels to
the Aurora Survey, University liatural Philosophy Department, Drumrond Street, Edinburgh 3.

%3:AFTER THE GREAT TFLOODS OIE OF OUR Headquarters staff, who spent
his holidays at an East Coast resort, tells
LASTING DANMAGE TO ~ TREES us he was surprised to see the lasting

effects on the soil of the great sea floods
that swept inland on the night of 31st January.

it this particular point the tide destroyed
a stretch of promenade and inundated a public park. The grass, in consequence, Vas
parched and withered, and the cricket pitch ruined; tough shrubs like gorse and
brambles were killed outright; the level to vhich the floods came was clearly marked
by dead foliage.,. Already, in one season, plants that delight in salty soils, such
as the Annual Sea Blite, Suaeda fruticosa, had sprung up.

liost remarlavle, however, was the damage
to tall trees; not only Lombardy povlars. but elms and sycamores - treces very
resistant to sea winds - had suffered sadly through having salt water at their roots;
their crovms had died back ard they were having a struggle to maintain any foliage at
21l. . e should like to hear from any of our readers who have observed similar damage
to forest trees in the flood arecas,

#%THEY "DILLIED 999" TOR Ti’O YEARS Mobile Mechanist NICHOL, of’
North Vest England, used a van with the
WHEN IN TROUBLE IN THE FOREST number UC 999. As was only to be expected,

"Dial 999" became the catchphrase of those
in trouble vith their vehicles in the forest, and the liechanist was often to be seen



ith his head under a bonnet and vwith the quaintly nwibcred van, containing revair
cquipient, standing alongside.

i nuicrical coincidence arose in morth
Jest England through the allocation to the Conservancy engineers of an old motor bus
besring the tyoe nuxber E5 - this, of coursc, being the head of account under which
the Engineer Branch overates, Incidentally, thc bus in question is one of a number
of vintage vehicles obtained from Crossville notor 5Gervices, of Chester, ond passed
over to the North lest Conservancy for use as mobile offices by the people engaged on
road construction, for the transport of vorkers and, suitably converted, as living

-u“rtcrs One of these buses was used to convey a total of 100 v151tors to Thorn-
thiaite, vhen that forest was thrown ooen to the public to coimemorate the Festival of
Britain

These reicrences to transport prompt us
to ask vhether rcmd*"s have noticed any unusual or amnusing sequences of letters on
rnumber-plates. In Vales, for exawple, it seems oddly avpropriate that LYN (2

rcguently encountorpd Christian name) is oftcn to be seen.

%107 - 3-D FORECT CIHOTOGRLPHY L PHOTOGR/PHER:> capable at best of
operating a simple box camera on the '"press

the button and hope for the best" principle, we confess that the following is a little

over our heads. But ve kunow that our rcaders include some photographers of no mean

cbility and they mway well be interested inn the following note from District Cfficer

i, LONG, of North iscotlard, He writes:

"T should like to pass on a 3-D tip to
tnose “'ho takc photogravhs as technical illustrations or even as holiday snaps. The
owiinciple is to take a photozraph and then move to the right and take another of the
same subject; the prints should then be viewsd under a stereoscope which, of course,
is a holder for two short focal length lenses.

The distance between camera vositions
raries according to the distance of the subject from the camcra, s a very rough
2T dde:

Distance to subject: Up to 10! 10t =251 25'-300"

Camera vositions: 3n . 6 (ST L (LR 5T
Views of half a mile rcquire up to 15' betieen camera positions,
It should be noted that the print obtained
» the photozraph taken in the left vposition must be placed under the left eye when
”chng under the stereoscove,
in matters vhotograohic, on reflection the foregoing seems to

‘¢ hope, however, it .ill not lead to our having to make a frece
Lz:ue of utcreoucopcz 7ith future technical publications! - Editor).

IE LATE EX-rfORE: iR HELDRIE VB ReChWTI Y ennounced the death of ex-
forester T. F. HolDRIE, formerly of Thet-
2ICTURESUE CH.R.CIER" ford and swaffham forests, East Lngland,

The following avpreciation comes from
J. G, ILTI.N5C0N, Devuty Surveyor, The Dean,

"It is a sod thought," he writes, "tha

cver again will this rcdoubtable Horester be seen wheslinrg his 'blke' (he never scemed
50 ride it) slong the lanes of Thetford Chase, I first met him when he was in his
>eing and I was a raw and inquisitive District Officer: af'ter a week or two of wary
fencing I soon realloca that here was a man :rom whom I could learn and he, I think,
rodually came to consider ne as not quite as intolerable as newly h?tched District
Officers can be. ~t least, I like to think that, bscause over the years I came to

‘ove and respect this zrand old character, “uccess in the worldly sense vperhaps did
ot come his way but to me character, not success, is the mark of greatness and "Old
Jendrie® was known for his picturescue character far and wide in the Nori'olk ccuntryside.

&3]

"ot only could he train District Officers
but he had & vonderful reputation for treining dogs, especially of the lurcher breed,
wd Horest Lodge, Hwaffham, saw a succession of tykes of every description.

"Paradoxically, he combined a gift for
vhilosophy With a fairly forceful nature,and many = cup of tea have 1 enjoyed alter a

==



T . N
day in the voods, with the old man laying down the law and irs, Hendrie, without who's
stren.th he vould have been lost, keeping a watchful eye on him to sce thot he did
not bccome too obstreperous. . happier fandly circle would have been hard to find;
worester and birs. Hendrie raised seven children, all of vhom are doing well in their
resvective spheres, four sons having folloved in their father's footsteps.

"T have not dwelt on the various phases of
TPorester Hendrie's carcer, tut as one of the older generations of roresters he was
instrurmental in pioncering soire of our earlier forecsts, HeNlbviedNag i dREtRe
enjoying every rinute of it, and nothing would have pleased him more than to lmow he
vas to become almost 'lcgendary', one whose name and exploits will come to mind
wherever foresters yarn together,"

THE FOTLIO"IING TR:imIFsRS have been notified

3t TRAGSFERS
to Headquarters:

Divisional Officer H,:i,MX.ELL froi: _berdeen to Glasgoi. District Officer
R..i. PULLINGER from .oking to Lyndhurst, TForesters J.H. THOMiS from Tintern, S,
to Giedd, S(M); N.T. FOULER from Kielder, IE(E), to Ray, ME(E); R. IO:FLTT from
Research, Bin Forest, to Research, Auchenblae,

TForemen E.R. IRONS from Dunwich, E(E), to Swaifham, E(E;; J.S. VATSON from
Dalbeattie, 3(S), to Le, &(3); BE.T. JONES from Brechfa, S(%), to Penllergaer, S(7);
¢.J. ZRKER from Morangie, N(3), to Oykell, I(s); ¥.G, THURLOY from Sedgemoor, Si(E),
to Dunster, S.(B). :

Bxecutive Officer Ifiss E... TODD from H,7., to Cambridge. Clerical Ofiicers
J. ¢OE from H,G., to Glasgow; Iiiss C.a, CH.PMI from Dean to Cardiff; D.E, HINDE
irom threwsbury to Chester,

newcomers are: uxecutive Officer 1H,0. L.oGG to IH.Q. Clerical Officers B,i., OLIVER
to Wi(E); ldss J.F. JENVINGS to SE(®); J.h. HOVELL to 5(v); .7, THOMAS and
L.H. II0YD to SW(E). ,

S5 AERITS (?) OF 4 HOREMALT TFE POLIOVING reaches us from Head Forester
R, PRL:EBR, of North Wales, 'e apologise
"HHLT A AN, S0 HELP HIM" for the fact that owing to lack of space

ve have to present it to you in two parts,
so to speak.

THE J'OREMAN

If he is pleasant, he is too familiar, If he looks around, he is snooping,
If he is sober-faced, he is a sour puss. I he doesn't, he's unobservant.
If he is young, he doesn't lknov anything, If he tries to settle all complaints,
If he's aged, he's an old stiff, he necds the wisdom of Solomon,
If he goes to church he is a hynocrite, If he worries about them, he'll soon
If he doesn't, he's a heathen, be crazy.
If he drinks, he is an old souse, He should have the patience of Job,
I. he doesn't, he's a tight wad. The s.in of a rhinoceros, the cunning
If he talks to everybody, he is a gossip, Of & fox, the courage of a lion,
If he doesn't, he's stucl up, Be as blind as a bat, and as silent
If he insists that rules be kept, he as the sphinx,
is too particular, Vhat a wman, .0 help him,

If he doesn't, he's careless,

33 CHELPEST FORELST: I THE COUNTRY L1Y JORE quaint place names have resached

us, following our earlier paragraphs on

FarTHING .00D: FOURPLLITY PLLNTATION the subject. District Officer W, , HOBBS

: contributes these names of woods and
localities to be found in the East England Conservancy:

Farthing 'ood; Drunkard's Corner; 014
Sovereigns; New Delight; Stockings; Duwb Bob Spinney; Christmas Common; Ladies!

Lrbour,
Until hearing oi' the aiorementioned

Parthing “ood we thought the cheavest forest in the country was Fourpenny Plantation,
which is in private ownership near Dornoch, Sutherland, in the North Scotland Conservancy.

Our correspondent in the North East
England Conservancy says: '"/e have a Low Paradise, as well as the High Paradise
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nmentioned in The slasher in June, -nd we have rccently acquired tio Hell Holes -
one at »ilburn, near the ' hite Horse, and the other at Beamish, in Co. Durham, "

District Cfficer %,G. RCEERTS reminds us
thet ern Gay, Hope's Wood and Hangman's icre, mentioned in a previous issue as being
"ncar Radnor Forest", are actually vart of liortimer Xorest, in the lNorth .est Engiand
Conservancy. Hangman's icre, adds lir. Roberts, was planted in 1940 and, for its age,
carric¢s one of the best Japanese larch stends in the country; the Research Branch
class it for quality as a "Super 1" thinni.g plot.

%% 25 EXHIBITS: | 21 PRIZES ~ILVICULTURE OR HORXIICULTURE.  Some of
our staff can give a good account of them-
WORESTER'S SUCCES: ..T: FLOW:-R SnOW sclves at either, ¥or example, Forester

C. 1i.CDOIL.ID, of Glenbrittle, had consid-
crable success at the annual flower show at Skye, for vith 25 exhibits he won 17 first
orizes and four second vrizes; he also received the _rateur ledal and two diplomas
and tied for a cup with the gardensr at Dunvegan Castle, who is, of course, a
professional. ;

lir, G.J. LORLEY, an Executive Officer at
Dumfries, recently followed up last year's successes at the Castle-Douglas Horticul tural
Show by gaining thrce first prizes with threc entries of chrysanthemums, and also won
the Coronation Souvenir Prize for the best vase of these flowers.

WS 0N SHOOTING D USING FIBELD-GLLSSES SOME USERUL, HINTS on ovurchasing field-
‘ glasses and maiking the best use of them are
< USERUL NE! BOCKLET contained in the revised edition of a

little booklet published by the British
Trust for Ornithology, who have sent us a copy for revieu,

. iuch of the information will already be
known to lorest Officers and field staff to whom binoculars are probably almost as
indispensible as a slasher, But those of us vho meke use of field-glasses only at
rare intervals, or are considering purchase, would do well to peruse this booklet,
csoecially if the intention is tc take up bird-watching. It micht be thought, states
the booklet, that the higher the magnification the better; but, for bird-watching in
particular, this is not so. 4&s a rule, when the magnification is increased the field
of view and light value are decreased. Tt must be reme.bered also that the high
powers not only iagnify the size of the image but the natural shake of one's hands.

It is easy to observe this shake by focussing on a star or a strect lamp at night, and

it is unwise to buy a glass stronger than one can hold steadily on the target.

For general purposcs, says the booklct,
magnifications of 6x, 7x, 8x or 9x are all reasonable; 6x is a little low, but a first
rote 6x is much better than a morc powerful glass of lower quality, and if money must
be saved then the former should be bought.

. The booklct dcbates a problem of concern
to most of us - whether we should vurchase new or sccond-hand glasses. There are
obviously many advantages in purchasing new, but if money is the difficulty, then
second-hand glasses may usually be bought vAth confidence vrovided they are by
reputable makers, "por those of limited means," says the booklet, "it is possible to
buy really good second-hand, over-hauled, 6x 30 eye-piece focussing glasses for about
£8H,

In addition to detailed guidance on what to
buy in the way of field glasses and how to get the maxirum enjoyment from them, the
booklct also pives soue valusable tips on their care and protecction - even to advising
Lhe reader as to the best means of thwarting the would-be thief at crowded railway
stetions, 411 in all, an excellent shilling's worth, obtainable from the Trust, at

2, king Edward Strect, Oxford. The title is "How to Choose and Use Field Glasses™,

#*% ZOR® PROUD PLRIITS CONGRLTULLTIONS to Mr, P. MERKER, Clerical

Off'icer, Durfries, and irs. Merker, on the
birth of a son; and to District Officer G.G, SWTE.LRT, South Scotland, and Nrs, Stewart
on the birth of a daughter,

30 TLILPTECE EXTRLCT from a Notional dailly newspaper:
"The shilling being given for every grey
squirrel tail is hoving its cffect on rural cconomy. .. farm-worker came into a burrey
pub this week, planted six tails dovm, and said to the barmedid: 'Pint of old and

mild, 20 cigerettes, and keep the change for yourself)"



