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RETIRSMENT OF I‘IR. W. H. GUILLEBAUD

"ARCHITECT OF OUR RESEARCH
' " ORGANISATION"

Mr. Guillebaud has given nearly 4O ycaré'

Forestry Branch of the former Board of Agriculture in 1919.

of the Commission on the inception.of the

Research Officer, becoming Director of Research and.Education in 1946.
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MR. V. H. GUILLEBAUD, our Deputy Director
General since 1948, has retired; taking with
him the good wishes.of us all but leaving
us extremely conscious of the loss of a wise
counsellor and a very good friend.

“As already stated in The Slasher,

service to forestry, having joined the
He became Research Officer
Department in 1919 and later served as Chief
His outstand-

ing achievements were summarised by our Ghairman, LORD RAINOR, who in making a
preséntation to Mr. Guillebaud on behalf of colleagues, described him as "the
architect of our research crganisation, which has the highest reputation in forestry

circles throughout the world".

A FAREVWELL MESSAGE"

_ - When your Editor asked me to
write a short farewell message for
The Slasher I readily agrecd but I
did not realisc what a difficult
task he had set me. . After almost
L0 years in forestry it is a big wrench
to leave it all and t. have to say good-
bye te so many friends throughout the
Service. Apart.from this, the feeling
uppermost in my mind is a sense of pride
in having shared in such a grcat and
. successful undertaking. Our new forests
can vic with those in any part of the
world, and from being the Cinderella of
the Government servicc the Forestry
Commission is now an influential, and
universally respected, member of the
hierarchy.

May you continue to flourish as the
grcen bay tree! ‘

W. H. GUILLEBAUD

*3NEW CHIER CLERK FOR WALES

R. E. R. LEWIS MOV.ES. TO ABERYSTWYTH

et

0ffice of Woods in 1918 and came to the Forestry Commission in 1924.
is now the Fast England Conscrvancy, ocddly cnough in
In that appointment he served under.lir. A. P. LONG, whe is

a Divisional Accountant in what
succession to Mr, Childs.

The presentation referred to above
took placc at Headquarters, lMr. Guillebaud
being the recipient of a bowl made from
Dean Forest oak and a cheque for £60,
which he intcnds to put towards the purchase
of a televisitn set.  "To those of us who
¥now him well," said Lord Radnor, 'he is
so ‘much more than a forester. He is very
‘huian and a charming companion, and his
advice has been sought by many a junior
Forest Officer and has been gladly given.
The late Chairman of the Commission once
described Mr. Guillcbaud as the best silvi-
culturalist in the land, and if LORD

ROBINSON did not know a geod silviculturalist,

then no one did.™

In cxpressing appreciation of Lord
Radner's rcmarks and of the gifts,
Jr. Guillebaud said he could look back cn
his service with the Department with
"unalloyed pleasure and happiness'.

MR. ERIC LEWIS has taken up his appointment
as Chief-Clerk in the Welsh .Directorate, in
succession to the late Mr.. GEORGE CHILDS.

lr. Lewis joincd the forestry branch of the
He was appointec

now Director of Forestry for Wales, and cther Divisional Officers, until his
pronotion in 1937 for woerk on census and plans under Mr. O. J. SANGAR, now Director for

England.

The yecars 1939-45 saw Mr. Lewis on the other

side of the world, vherc as a Naval Rcserve Officer he scrved in Naval Intelligence in

the West Indics and Central Amecrica. He

rcturncd to civilian lifc with the rank of

Corriander and served successively as Deputy Chicf Clerk, England, and Chief Clerk,

Research and Education.

It is of intercst that this new appointment

means that Ifr. LONG, Conservator F. COWNIE, Divisional Officer . A. CADMAN and
Mr. Lewis are serving togethcr again after a lapsc of ncarly a quarter of a century

since they were all in East England.,

This is, perhaps, a pleasing reminder of the

continuity and permanence of forcstry as an avocation.



Incidentally, ifr. Lowis, who is now a
Coorander on the Retired List, was privileged to be present at the recent Naval Review
at Spithcad.

34{,R,H, THE PRINCESS ROYAL IN S. WALES H.R.H, the PRINCESS ROYAL has paid her

. premised visit to South Wales, which was
NAITTNG OF COED MORGANNWG menticncd in last menth's issue. The

: purpose of the visit was tc bestow the name
of Coed lorganmmwg (Glamorgan Forest) on a number of cur units which, between them,
cover more than 53 squarc miles; Her Royal Highness also gave the name of
Ffordd y Frenhines (The Qucen's Vay) to a forest road. - :

; A It was truly a memorable occasion for the
forest staff and local residents. Her Royal Highness was intrcduced by Mr. V. He
VAUGHAN, a Forestry Commissioner, and in performing the forest naning cererohy she made
a practical speech in which she referred not only to the danger cf forest fires but to
the problem of litter, and appealed to future visitors to Cocd lorgannwg tc "leave this
lovely spot as you find it".

Some colourful iielsh "atmosphere" was given
to the oocasicn by a choir of children from.the Cwmaven branch of Urdd Gobaith Cymaru
who, in national costume, danced as well as sang. :

- Her Royal Highncss yias thanked by LORD RADNOR,
who vas accompanied by the Director General, kr. A. H. GOSLING, and the Director for
Wales, lir, A, P. LONG, Mr. LLOYD OWEN, who in addition to being a Forestry Commissicner
is Chairman of the Welsh National Conmittee, spcke of the great developments in the
arca and said that since 1946 some 57 miles of ferest road have bcen constructed in the
forests now forming Coed Morgannwge. Ffordd y Frenhines, by the way,is 22 miles long
and passes through 14 miles cof forest. .-

3¢ FORTRAIT OF THE LATE CHATRMAN . THE PORTRAIT of the late LORD ROBINSON, by
' - T, C. DUGDALE, R.A., has ncw been presented
NOT/ HANDED TO LADY ROBINSON to LADY ROBINSON. It was handed to her

> ladyship by Mr. JAMES MACDONALD, Director of
Research and Education, and Mr. B. R. DAVIES, on bchalf of subscribers tc the Portrait
Fund. ILady Robinson cxpressed her great appreciaticn not only of the portrait, but
of the celour prints which have been given to her for distribution te neroers of Tord
Robinson's family and friends, in this country and Australia. The Presentation
Committee has been able to provide Lady Robinson with three unique rollers for
containing prints; these are specially turncd froum native oake.

#*%ON WHITE FOXES . : b FROM PRIVATE TOODLANDS OFFICER W. T. SMITH, -
: of North East England, comes scme interesting™
news about whitc foxes, a subject.we mentioned in our May issue.

, A white fox has certainly been enccuntered
other than in Ballcch Forest, South Scotland, lir. Smith tells us. In fact, he says,
he has heard of at least six such animals. In Nevember, 1938, a white vixen was
killed by the Morpeth Foxhcunds in Paxdon Denc, ncar Longhorslcy. ("I have actually
seen the mounted head of this fox at the home of the M.0.H.", says Mr. Smith.) About
the same time, another white fox was killed at Brinkburn by the Percy Foxhcunds and
this, it is thought, is still preserved at Alnwick Castle, home of the Duke of
Northumberland. A third wes dug out of an earth at Cragside, Rethbury, and was sent
tc the Edinburgh Zoo.

Mr. Smith goes on: "The Master of the

Morpeth Foxhounds says he has heard on gred authority that there is again a white fox
in the Longhorsley district. I have heard, too, that a vhite cub was once trapped-in....
the Meldon area and another was reported, during the war, in thé north of Nerthumberland.
A1l %the six foxcs to which I have referred have been albincs, but the cyes, apparently,
change to bluc aftcr death."

: As a footnote, Mr. Smith mentions that he
saw a white woodcock which was shot somc years ago at Wolsingham Park, in County
Durham, and a white snipe, shot at Blenkinsop in Northumberland.

¥HDEATH OF EX~FORESTER T. F. HENDRIE THE SON OF A FORESTER'S SON. This is an
apt description of the late Forester

THOMAS HENDRIE, formerly of East England, vhose death, we regrct to report, occurred
recently in Cambridge Hespital.

)



5 . Born -in 1876 in liaybole, Ayrshire,

ir. Hendrie started work undcr his father, who zs Head Forcster to the 1filton Abbey
Estate, Dorset. Continuing his training, he served on several other privatc cstates
and cventually went to liessrs, Dickson's Chester Nurseries. In 1901, during his
service vith licssrs. Dickson's, he was in chargc of planting on the Elan Valley
rescrvoir scheme,

; : . In 1902 lir, Hendrie was appointed Head
Terester to the Dowager Duchess of Northumberland's Stanwick Estate, then Head
Terester to Cassandra, Countess of Ross; his last post in private forestry was on the
Tongswood Estate in Kent) i3

: o o iir. Hendrie started with the Forestry
Cemmission in 1926, when he tcok charge of the Santon Dovwnham. Beat at Thetford Chase,
in Fast Anglia, During subsequent ycars, until he retired in 1945, he was in charge
of various umits in the Thetford and Swaffham forests.

S Apart from his wide experience in forestry
ir. Hendric had a quite astonishing knowledgc of wild and domestic animals. Hc was a
_keen collector of entomological spccimens; he vias lmowledgeable about countryside
crafts and would talk with equal enthusiasm, irrcspective of whether the subject was
training a dog, the thinning of plantations or, for example, budding a rose. His

.

remarkable capacity for using criginal and most apt phrases was very amusinge

, < Few could have lived a more fﬁll life than
"Tom" Hendrie, who will be remembered with affecticn by many people in many different
walks of life.

%A SIGN IN NEWTOWN _ E WERE STROLLING through Newtown (pop.
: ' 5,000) in Montgomeryshirc, when suddenly
CAN ANY READER EXPLAIN IT? the thought ‘struck us ~ "Cash is running

low; will ‘thc local hotel take a cheque?"
The horizon clcarcd, however, for across thc road we cspicd a sign, hanging from the
side of what appeared to be an erdinary dwclling-house, "GRIFFITHS", it read.
mTelsh Night Lodging Charity". Tho carcs about hotel proprietors and cheques?",
we thought, "Herc is a bed if we want it".

On closcr inspection we were not so sure,
and we are still in thc dark as to what the sign is all about, for lack of timec
precluded our making a personal enquiry of thc householder, Anyvway, the remainder
of the sign read like this: "These premiscs have been crected and completed at the
cost of and belong to the Charity in the Parish of Newtown in the County of
Montgomery, founded by the will of Jchn Griffiths, formerly of Nc. 75, Buttesland
Street, Hoxton, in the County of liddlesex, gentlcnan, deccased, Dated the e.....
day of Deccmber, 1843".

As a possible safeguard against any future
uvncertainty as tc¢ wherc vic may find a pillow on which to.lay our head, and because we
are in any case by nature curious, e should be glad to hear from any reader who
Ynows the story that lies bchind this sign. Newtown is probably much visited by our

. staff from Kerry Forest, s¢ no doubt we can lock forward to receiving a few lincs.

#%1ORE QUAINT FLACENANES OUR NOTE last month on quaint placenamcs
has prempted readers te send us some mere

cxamples. A% Radnor Ferest, in the North Censcrvancy (writes District Officer

J. HAPSON) the fellowing nanmes (printed on the Ordnancc Survey map) are intriguing:

miatcr~oreak-its-ncek"; "Dry Wood"; "The Snatcher"; "Mclccatcher's Wood"; and

"Evenjobb Hill".

. A serics of woeods ncar Radnor

Forest, shom on the 0.S. map, runs as follows from West to East: "Stocking Wocd";
fern Gay'; "Hope's TTood"; "Hangman's Acre"; and "Hcll Peak". It would be mere
appropriate, pcrhaps, if certain of these.names.--ran from East to Testzl

mal * L% Guydyr Furest, alse in the Nerth Vales
Conservancy, there is the placenanc "Went Betty Richards". Ve wonder if any
reader can tell us the origin of this? ¥ho was Botty Richards and why should a
vallcy be named after her?

33 TRATISFERS _ THE IOLLOTING TRANSFERS have been notified
to Headguarters:
Disiict Officers B. VALBANK from Gwydyr, (7), to Felshpcol, N(W); J. N. KENNEDY

- e
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{rum Santon Downhan, E(E), tc Princes Risborough; D. H. TALLACE from Cacrphilly,
S(7), to Neath, s('.TS.

. Toresters A. IWRRAY frem Glenrigh, N(S), to Guisachan, N(S); V. MACINTOSH from
Guisachan te Nevis, N(S); ‘A, LACKAY fron Rategan, 1(S); tc Glen Affric, N(S);
~>. J. NICOLSON from Tcrrachilty, N(S), to Ratagan; V. HASSON from Rescarch, liabie, to
Durris, E(S); ‘A. J. DUNCAN from lionaughty, E(S), to Keillour, E(S);- J. RIDDELL fron
“ovis, %o Glearigh; J. R. HENDERSON from Abinger, SE(E), to Gravetye, SE(E) : j
J. ¥. REID from Keillour to Fonab, E(S). Forcmen W. JOHNSTONE frem Allean, E(8), to
Drumtochty, E(S); R. A. F. KE(P figen Dean to Education, Glentress; - G. S. FRANCEY
fren Loch Katrine, 7(S), to Ardgartan, (S). Clerk of Vorks T. DALGLEISH from ‘
Glentress and Cardrona, S(S), to Glenhurich, }(S). i

Newconers are: Executive Officer K. 7. JINTER to N(7). .Clerk of Works
. 7. G. EERKINS tc S(W). Clerical Officers T. MARTINDALE to.s(8); A. A. BUTT to D(T);
lirs. E. 3. BOOCOK to NE(E); Iiss J. McLENVAN to E(S).

¢ON DUTY AT THE CORONATION . LMONG the military pensonnel on duty for the
ol v Corenation-vas ex~School Ganger XK. F. BAKER,

of “the Dean. He carried the Queen®s Colcur of the 4/5 Batt. D.C.L.I.(T.A.) and was
in the street=lining contingent -of the Light Infantry group. His "stand™ was.near the
Dorchester Hotel. Y TS 2

st A DIARY NOTE : e 'HERE is 2 diary note likely to be-of -interest
: to certain of our Forcst Officers. We

have been asked by the Secretary of the Edinburgh University Forestry Society to draw

attention to the fact that the Society's dinner will be held at the George Hotel,

Edinburgh, on Friday, 27th Nevermber, at 7.45 p.m. The diuner will be preceded by

the Presidential Address, te be given by LORD RADNOR at 6.30 p.mi. Tickets are

-obtaigable fron the Scerctary of the Socicty, 10, George Squarc, Fdinburgh, price

S Sea b clle s .

33 THE WEATHER ~FORECAST IN RHAYME i OUR REFERENCE last month to weather

2 provhecies in rhyme has brought us a notse
rem District Officer K. 4. H. CASSELS, of the Iiorth Scctland Conservancy; he doubts
nether cur version of the rhymc abeut the cak and the ash is correct, and offers the
felloving alternative: "I the Oak before the ish, then its 2ll rain and splash; if
the Ash before the Oak, then its all heat and smoke". The improbability of a summer
being-all heat and. smoke, says i, Cassels, emphasises the improbability of the Ash

. budding before the Oak. 7

1=y
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s s . fell, there it is. You pays your roney
and takes your choice. .

s PLSSING OF 4 CLERICAL OFFICER i “E REGRET to have to record the ‘death of
) * Mr. M. 0. DAVIES, a Clerical Officer at

DEATH OF MR. M. O. DAVIES i ALberystwyth. ~Ir. Davies, who was bl, was
H : _ a comparative newcomer tc the Department,
having. transferred from the.fssistance Board.  He fought centinuously against the

nandicap of ill health but passed away in Aberystwyth Hospital, and lecaves a widow
and daughter, %« whom we offer cur deepcst sympathy.

ifr. Dovies was chairman of the local
branch of the C.S.C.A.

3¢ 1{ORE RESEARCIT ROMANCE RESEARCH FORESTER J. WALLER has married

y Miss D. M. KING, at Bristol. In congratu-

" lating ‘them we are prompted to comment that, according to reports rcceived by The
Slasher, there appear to be more romances ot Alice Holt than in any of our offices.
Ve congratulate, too, District Officer B. D, HUGFES, of Nerth ales, and Mrs. Hughes,
on the birth of a son. :

IF YOU DO SOMETHING, SEF SOMETHING, OR HEAR SOMETHING OUT OF THE ORDINARY, TELL
YOUR SLASHER CORRESFONDENT.  THERE IS A CORRESFONDENT TN EACH DIRECTORATE AND
: CONSERVANCY OITFICE




