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THE NeW Yehr HONOURS IT V.S WITH great pleasure and not « little
pride that we heard of the honour recently

C.B3¢ss ¥O0R MR. J. MACDO!LD bestowed by Her Majesty the Queen on three

members of our staff.

MR, J. MaCDONaID, Director of Research and
raucation, has most deservedly been made a Commander of the Order of the British Empire,
Since his appointment as Director nearly three years ago, the scope of the Department's
‘research and cducation vork has grown tremendously, and apart from supervising this
lr. Macdonald is responsible for lidison in matters of research and education with
Universities and with the Commonwealth and other forest services throughout the world.

4 Scotsman, as his name so obviously implies,
lr. liacdonald was wnorn at Blairgovwric, Perthshire, He obtained his degree in forestry
at kdinburgh University and joined the Commission's Research Branch in 1924, serving in
duc course as Research Officer in Scotland and at Oxford as fesearch Officer for England
and Tz loes, In 1936 he took charge of the Commission's former mast anglia Division,
During the war h¢ scrved with H.T,P.D.; he returncd to the Commission in 1945 and in
the following year becuame a Conscrvator of Forests on the staff of the Director of
Forestry for Scotland,

APEOINTMRNT OF NEW iR. 4, D. PaLiikR, Deputy Lstablishment

FORESTRY COLMISSIONER Officer at Headquasters, has been made an
0.B.,L. and guins this recognition for meri-

Wir, =, P, P, HawILTON, C.I.E,, terious work for the Department over nearly
0.B,=., 1.C., has been appointed a 30 years, He has hgld his present appoint-
Torcestry Comaniszioner to f£ill the ment for more than two yeurs and handles much of
vacancy in meubcership of the Forustry the work which hzs to be carried out on behalf
Commission caused by the death of of the Conuission's 14,000 or 50 eaployees
Lord Robinson., and staff, Mr., Palmer joined the Office of

Woods in 1916, and was transferred to the

4 graduzte of Oxford University, Forestry Comnission in 1924, From 1927 to
where he received his forestry train- 1936 he was Chief Clerk at Inverness in the
ing, Mr, Hamilton joined the Indian 0ld Northern (Scotland) Division; he returned
Forust 3ervice in 1921, He was Chief to Headquarters (Establishment Branch) in 1936
C.mscrvator of Forests, Punjab, in and from 1941 to 1946 was with H,T.P.D.,
1943-19L/;, and Inspcctor General of returning to Establishient work at Headquarters
Forests, India, from 1945 to 1949, in the latter year,

HesD PORESTER J. P. MiCINTYRE has received the
British Empire MHedal, He has had the distinction >f being almost continuously in charge
of Neweastleton Forest in South Scotland ‘since its inception. The cerly years >f
this forest, we understand, were somewhat difficult, and kr, MucIntyre is to be
congratulated on heving "nursed" it and developed it into more than 3,000 acres of
Tlowrishing vmodland, Incidentally, more than one young forester and forest officer
have reason to be grateful to Head Forester MacIntyre for the early training they
rcecived fron him,

ST Hs SOCLuL SIDE Orf THINGS FOLLOWING THE USUsL CUSTOM, a number of offices
arranged parties t» mark the festive season,
CHRISTLaS »IMD OTHiR PaRTTIRS Reports from all quarters indicate that without

exception they were greatly enjoycd.

The anpual staff dance of the Scottish Director-—
«tc was held in the Grosvenor Hotel, kdinburgh, and & carefrec company 135 strong voted
it -ne of the best ever., The dance progromue was varied and catered for all tastes,
but the Scottish dances werc by far the most popular, Their success was largely due to
the piping of ALISTAIR CudPBELL, of the acquisition Section,  "The five hours secmed
to pass like five minutes", writes our correspondent. '

' The annual staff dimner of the Welsh Directorate
Office, held at the Belle Vue Royal Hotel, aberystwyth, had a record attendance.
Capt. R. h, CLUES proposed the toast of "The Forestry Comaission" and the Director,
ir. s, P. LONG, responded. The evening's cntertainment was opened in hilarious fashion
by "The Pine Coons", the staff concert party, t, whom a topical theme was.far more
important then histcionic art!  Dancing und party games followed and the oftfice typists
adied to the fun with their rendering of a seclection of topicel songs.  lilss E, RIS,
supervisor of the typing pool, was the winner of & bottle of sherry, and two of the



otner .a.in prizes - a Jduck and o pair of nylons - were won by gucsts,

Thanks to the organising commii.ce were
proposcd by Mr, G, CHILDS, the Chief Clerk,

Dovm at the Rescarch Station in Surrey the

Christaes dinner was held in the canteen., 41l praisc t» the cook, Mrs, CLaNCHEY, and
to her assistent end the canteen committee, for their contribution t> the success >f

the event. The eppeurance of the canteen was greatly enhanced by the four murals
_designed and executed by a Norwegian forester why is assisting Research Branch during

& stey in this country, These murals, cach 6! by 4', represent respectively height,
length, depth end time and are really first class. Ir. M. V. L.URIE, Chief Research
Officer, welcomeld the guests - Dr, NEIL CHRYSTAL, Mr. E. R. LEWIS from Director's office,
anl tw> former colleaguvs, Mr, COLLINS and Mrs., PINK, He was also able to announce the
cngagenent thet day of District Officer JOHN JOBLING and Typist ELSPETH DONALDSON, to
whom 35 our best wishes,

Back t» Scotland. The West Conservancy
Social Club held its eannual dance in the Prince of Wales Halls, Glasgow, This proved
to be the best attended function of its kind to date. The Committee, under Secretary
ir. J. G. BYTH, has cvery reason to be pleased with the result of its efforts. The
Scottish dances, ably led by the piping of Foreman/Mechanist MARSHALL, were enjoyed in
the traditional fashion, In the absence of the Conservator at Northerwood House,
I(\ii:;l H, V. S. DI&R, in a witty, entertaining speech, thanked everyonec for supporting the

ce,

By.a happy coincidence, the Headquarters
Christmas party was held on the birthday of ILord Radnor, our new Chairman, who attended
in p.rson and hcard the assembled company of nearly 100 sing their congratulations in
traditional manner,

The purty was organised by the Social Club
Committee, aided and ubetted by a nwiber of volunteers, ana certainly went with a swing,
4 superb array of refreshments was arranged by the Misses B. LaMNDIMOxh and k., TEBBITT,
and another highlight of the event was the 0lde mnglishe melodrame which, presented in
'mime' , revealed hitherto unsuspected ability on the part of the cast,

Those present, in additios to the Chairman,
included the Dircetor General, o 4. H. GOSLING and Mrs. GOSLING; ix. H. 4. TURNER,
Seerctary, and klrs, TURNER; a.nd Mr. W. M, CORMACK, Controller of Finance, and
lirs, CORMACK,

HTHE "1 JOR OsK" OF SHERWOOD &£ LoTTER from Professor W. M. HEaxlOW, of the
Collc.ge of Forestry, State University of New
&N BQUIRY FROM AMLRICA York, has brought thc kiajor Oak of Sherwood

Fore;st into the news again.

The Professor enquires after the wellbeing of
this gicnt trece and adds that a colleaguc of his who once saw it took back to america
some of its acorns, One has grown into 2 vigorous treec 20-feect high.

Those vho know this veteran oak may be
interested in a "bulletin" as to its health, issued by District Officer 7. V. JaCkSON.

- "I recently saw this oak", he vrites, "and
found it in o fair state of prescrvation, There is a consa.derablc. amount (probably 50
per cent) of dead wood in the crowm and the foliage now mainly consists of epicormies -
that is, fresh shoots appearing further down the branches as the ends dic back. i
have no doubt that when in leaf the crovm appears fairly full of live branches - the
lecaves will 1o a certain extent cover the dead wood,

"The tree cons:.sts of a bole of approximately
10 feet, with a girth of 32 fecet, 4 inches, The branchces are trees in themsclves, the
girth of‘ one of the lowest hav:.ng been found to be 13 feet, 2 inches, at three fect
from the main stem, . :

"The main branches arce held together .\Iith wire
ropes and but for these the whole trec would heve collapsed before now, for much of it is
completely hollow, "
: The age of this oak? "¢ do not kmow, but
therc has been much speculation, R. Murray Gilchrist, in his book "The Dukeries",
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Soo the tgo of the Lajor Ouk has been estimated at considerably more than 1,000-years,.
But then uany of us .rce upt to be over-gencrous where the 1lifc of an antiquity is
concoerned ~ perhaps some of our readers huve knowledge of estimates that are nearer

the maylk,

‘The llajor Oak was once called the "Queen's Oak",
or the "Cockpen", the latter naue, we are t9ld, because a fine breed of gamecocks orce
roosted in it in the dzys of a Major Rooke, to whom, indeed, the tree is said to owe its
prusent nume,

+*THE QUERN FaCTORY TRACES of what may have been the Pirst large
scale "quern factory"to be established in
AN ANCIENT INDUSTRY Britain have been found on the fringe of

“harncliff'e Forest, in the North East England
Conservancy. Querns were, of course, primitive stone handmills for grinding corn and
the excavations which have been carried out at Wharncliffe suggest that the "factory",
which vez probably capable of turning out querns by the hundred, was in being in Roman,
Sr ¢ven pre-goman, days,

The hardness of the local .rock no doubt proved
admirable for production purposes and, according to a Sheffield archaeologist who has
been working at Therncliffe, there m2y be many hundreds of querns buried in the wvicinity.
He has studicd an area of 70 acres and has discovered therein more than 600 working sites.

W BIRTHDAY OF A FCRuST WE CsN HaRDLY wish a forest a happy birthday and
many happy returns, but we can at least express
EGGESFORD 33 YenkS OLD ’ the hope that long may it prosper.

Last month merked the 33rd anniversary of the
first planting undertaken by the Forestry Commission, namely at Liggesford, in Devon.
This planting consisted of a mixed plot of Kuropean larch and beech and was commezorated
by a metal plaque affixed to a granite stone. This plaqgue records that token planting
was undertaken by LORD CLINTON, a Forestry Commissioncr who wes to be Chairman of the
Cowzission from 1927 to 1930; H., MURRRY, assistant Commissioner znd later
Sir Hugh Liwrray; Divisional Officer C. O, HANSON, who retired in kiarch, 1931; and
Porester T, BROWN,

mogesford Forest now covers the biggest part of
1,000 acres and is noteble for some Sitka spruce which, planted in 1921, arc now wmore
than 100 fcet in height. They have attained this stature in barcly half a lifetime and,
as one communtator on kggesford has put it, this rate of growth should encourage those
who are deterred from planting by the th)ubht that while they are on this earth the trces
could not "eoue t> anything",

ISSEOTLIGHT ON ' BEATING UP! IN THE-LaST ISSUE of The Slasher thé question

was raised as to the origin of the term "+to
bezt up", and District Officer, B, W, HOLTAM, of North Wales, pointed out that the
phrase may originate from the word "beet", which-means t> mend or mzké good, and comes *
from the 21d English "boetan'.

In his lngtructlve and intriguing new book,
" Thodran's Diary", J, D, U. W.RD has something to say >f a confirmotory nature, @ A
passage is as follows: "To the nursery for some Corsiocan pine required to beet a planta-
tion, '‘Buet! may be pedantic, sincc nineteen out >f twenty woodumen and foresters. say
'beat up'. The tern puzzles the outsider but mcans to £ill the gaps made by failures
in u young plantation.. The reason for 'beat up' (which dates from before the Fascist
flegellutions of 1920-40) is apparently unknown, but Dr, lark anderson has pointed out
in "Forestry" that 'beet!, without any up, is the correct ter.a, that it means repuzir or
mend, eoumes ro.a the nnglo-Saxon 'beton', is to be found in Scots and knglish
dictionaries and has the past tense 'beeted's But the crroneous 'beat up' has probably
hzad to0 long a start to be overtaken",

That, of course, is that, and wc feel that
Dr. underson's view should be accepted,, But because it is 1ngcn13us we quote the
following explanation, which has been rgcelved fron a readcr. *

T suggest that this well knowm expression is
derived from the word 'buat! as used in 'a policeman's beat' or 'beating the bounds'.
In this sensec beat means walk, 'Beating .up' a plantation is mainly a walking. job,
cspecially if the percentage of failures is low!  us to the 'up' part of the tern, I
think this comes fror the fact that :osi of owr planting work is on hilly ground, and
gangs ncurly always stort at the bottom of the slope and vork up"
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iRLecasPH POLES - THS POLLOWING, writes Asst. Engineer
; 7 G. 0. COOK, of the kast Conservancy, England,
STl v, WOOD _ -may be of interest as a "follow up" to the

recent debate on steel versus wooden telegraph
poles. '

During a fire at an Indian frontier station the
metal poles of the telegraph system near the affected buildings became so hot that they
bucklcd and came down, snapping the conductors with their weight; but wooden poles,
.carrying the power lines for the perimeter floodlights, although sadly charred and
blackened, remained upright, and the lights continued burning for the whole period of

the fire,

: "I might mention", goes on Mr. Cook, "that the
wlcgrapn wires in that area arc of galvanised iron, for anything of cadmium copper or
bronze is promptly vaqucd by local people for the manufacturc of musket and rifle
balls, I have secn, in the Pubbi Valley, excellent .303 bullets made from a mixture
of brass radiator caps (from cars parked as far away as Rawalpindi), scraps of electric
power cable (by courtesy of the Sappers) and brass handles, which, I was assured by one
genial 0ld scamp, came from the third class lavatories of the Fronticr Express!"

*DRATH OF MRS, b, 4., WHITE WE DLEPLY REGRET to have to record the death

of Mrs. I, A, WHITE, a Clerical Officer in the
South ¥est kngland Conservancy, who passed away recently after a long illness,
Mra, Thite had been vith the Commission for some 28 years, serving first at the office of
the then assistant Commissioner for England and Tales and later in the office of Director,
Tales, The Conservator, South West England (Mr. a, H. POPERT) and a number of
colleagues from the Bristol office attended the funeral,

The death is also announced of Mr., GEORGE
HARVEY GULLIVER who, until his retirement in 1938, was Forester at Hazelborough, East
Englend, Mr. Gulliver, who was 81, Jjoincd the Office of Woods in 1902 and was first
employed by the Forestry Commission in 1924, :

TRANSFERS THE FOLLOWING TRANSFERS have been notlflod to
Headquarters:
District Officer B, J. ALLISON from York, Nu(£), to Bellingham, NE(E), Toresters
ste NincLEXAN from South Strome, N(S), to nrdross, N(S); 4. J. STANNARD from Bruton,
37(£), to Bentley, STV(E); J. i. OGIIVIE from Rescarch, Mabie, to Research, Fort
=ugustus; V, ILSSON fron Rescarch, "ykcham, to Rcse&rch Mabie; J. R. MaXTONE from
Bin, #(S), to Glenlivet, ¥(8); J. CUIZING from mplcforth \TE(L) to Jervaulx, NE(E).
Forcmen E, C. R, JONES from Cilgwyn, S(W), to Brechfa, S(W); D. ROBuRTSON from Research,
Reshfield-by-Dunoon, to Research, Wykcham; F. M 1«.&cA.LLsN from Clach Liath, N(S), to
3outh Stroe,  ssst. lngincer J. D, NISBET from Fort illiam, N(S), to Invwncss N(S).
Clerk of Torks J. 4, COIu from Glenrigh, N(S), to liorangie, N(S), Clerical officer
E. C. Ciu3TRE from Cardiff to Headquarters.
Newcomers are: Dlstrlct Oofficers D,F,C. FORBuS
> s(sg ; G. G iy TaYIOR and 4. P, ikCKoY.to N(S); B. ValBANK to D(W); I, McNEILL
0 7(S); 4. P, IITCHELL to Rescarch; 4. RIX to N!:;(.b) A, K. ORall to S..(L) Clerical
Officers J, D, JUNOR to N(S); &. L. RaB to 3(8); D. J. COX and Miss M. PRICE to Dean.
Lest .:onth we inadvertently rcferred to lMr. R, C. STERN as a Cicrical Officer, He is,
of coursc, a District Officer. .

5 NOTHER ACHTEVELENT ; ¥ ReCuLNTLY TOLD how in 1940 Japanesc larch
: was plantcd at Pitmedden, mast Scotland, and
THINNINGS ININE YEARS FROM thinned in 1952, the produce bcing converted
FLANTING into, f cncing posts,
Forester F, CLOSE, of Blengdale, Ennerdale
Porest, Cumberland, goes one better., "In 1933", he writes, "we planted Japanese

lerch at Blengdale, and thinning took place in 1942,  The polt.s were sold to local
faruurs, The same larch is nearly ready for its fourth thimnning, and some of the trees
arc 45 feet high", Thinning after nine years! Surely this must be a record,

35 PRRSONAL " CONGRATULLTIONS to Mr. JOHN GVYNN, Estate

Officer, vest Scotland, and Mrs. Gwynn, on
the birth of a son, 4nd to District Officer P, OVERELL, sberystwyth, on his
nerriage to Miss C, Pirse, of Fraserburgh, nberdeen., - 5 . '

I¥ /OU DO SOMuTHING, SEf SOMETHING, OR Hung SOMETHING OUT OF THE ORDINRY, TELL
YOUR SL..SHER CORRESPONDENT, — THERE IS .. CORRSPONDENT IN EACH DIRHCTORATL 4ND
CONSERVANCY OFFICE




