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THE FARROV TReIN CRASH T.0 OF OUR COLLE.GUES, both on the staff of
Director, England, vere vassengers on the local
TV.0 COLLEAGUES ESC..PE train involved in thc disastrous triple crash
INJURY at Harrow and healdstone Station, in vhich 112

pcovle lost their lives. They are
Iiss E.i. LO.ES, Executive Oificer, and liiss C, TILLEY, Clerical Officer; ncither was
hurt.

The girls were in the front of the train, which
vas stationary at the time of the crash. "/e had both used this train for morc than a
year," Iiss Tilley informed us, "and on the moming of the disaster I deliberately went
rizht to the front so that I could quickly leave Euston Station. Our compartment was
crowded, with six persons seated on cither side and a number standing; suddenly there
was a crash and vwe experienced a great dezl of buffeting, but fortunately no one in
the compartment was hurt, One of the male passengers took control in an amazing way,
telling everyone to keep calm; then, when the coach eventually came to a standstill
after being vushed forward, he quietly asked a passenger to open the door anda saw that
we alighted on the platform in an orderly fashion. I did not realise at the time that
there had been o collision, for we heard surprisingly 1little noise¢; my first impression
was that the boiler of our engine had burst, for we could hear the rush of steam which
probably came from the engine of the Manchester exoress.

"wiss Lowesand I had both crossed over the
footbridge which vwas swept away in the crash". -

hiss Lowesvas travelling in the second coach,
the vindows of vhich were badly smashed,

Lnother who regards himself as extremely
forturate is iir. DEREK LMITH, Executive Officer at Headguarters. He has frequeitly
used the local train but on the day of the crash decided to catch an earlier one.

"

*¥CPENING OF (ir:OTHER FOREST VILILGE YET »~NOTHER FOREST VILLAGE has been officially
opencd.  This is the village 2t Dalavich,
1.8V COru.UNITY AT DALLVICH on the west shore of Loch hLwe, in irgyllshire,

which is being built to house the growing
labour force at Inverliever Forest. The ceremony of opening the village and the new
schocl was performed by Sir Bruce Campbell, Lord Licutenant of Lrgyllshirc, and the
Dircctor of Forestry far Scotland, SIR HEFRY EERESFORD PuIRSE, said the occasion marked
the beginning ~f considerable development; the Forestry Commission hed in mind that in
duc course, in association with the timber trade, a modern sawrdll and drying kiln
would be among the innovations, The aim would be to process to the fullest possible
extent the timber grovm in the area, :

Inverliever was the first State Forest to be
formed in Scotland and now has about 2,400 acres under plantations. It is 2 highly
productive forest, having yieclded, to date, some 45,000 tons of timber; the annual
output is now 6,000 tons, and this figure is expected to increase to a maximum yearly
output of 10,000 tons. :

Therc has been an impressive increase in the
populaticn of the area, and in this the employment given by forestry has olayed a
substantial part. In 1908, the yuar after the land vas acquired by H,1l, Office of
Woods, the total population was 55. In 1912-13, when 600 acres had been planted, the
population had increased to 87, to vhich forestry contributed 33; and earlier this
year the total population had risen to 235, of which 232 reprosented forest employees
and their families., Inverliever Forest now gives direct employient to about 100 men
LI WOINR,

(iith the increase in employment there has, of
course, been an increased need for more houses, and at Dalavich 31 houses have already
been built and n further 17 will be created in the near future. 4~ village shop and
other amenitics are planned.

it the tims o the opening cercmony (and we

have nc news of ony further increase!) there werc 111 children under 16 in the area,
about 100 being the children of forest workers,
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«ong those watching the cercuony vas one
vho must surcly be the Comrdssion's tallcst employce,  He is BEW CrOVE, a native of
Tiridighnam, who 1s seven feet one inch t2ll and, before his dermobilisation three yoars
~go, he was the country's tollest Kational .‘;erviccn‘.:ﬂ. He tekes size 15 boots ord
~ 48 inch stride, and veighs 17 stoncs. tic hopes soon to entecr a Forester Training
.chool,

¥¥PHE WILILLE: FORSYTH CUP THE MEN OF BYL.ID BE.T, Limoleforth Forest,

; horth East England, have good reason to be
01 ©Y Tk FTRE-I'IGHTERS OF oroud. Recently they were presented by the
BYL.INC BELT Conservator, Ir, C..., COKIELL, with the

TILLLA FORSYTH liemorial Cup, which is hence-
forth to be awarded acimually to the Beat iithin the Conservency which is judged nost
officicnt in forest firc vrotection and fire-righting.

This silver trophy was purchased from
subscriptiouns to the {illiam Forsyth lMemorial Fund, which was inaugurated as a tribute
to the late William Forsyth, formsr ftate Forcst Cfficer in the NE Conservancy, vho
died in 1950, »illiaim Forsyth always took the greatest poss:l.ble interest in fire
orotection imatters,

The finalists were the Eyland Beat, fmple-
forth; Plashetts Beat, Kielder; and Redesdale, Harwood, Hamsterley and Iangdale
Beats, Bach was tested by the State Forest Officer, Iir, PETER GRTHVLITE, and judged
on the injitiative, skill and comronsense and general efficiency of the competitors.

It has also been possible to meet from the
Pund the cost of crectiig a memorial cairn to William Forsyth., This has been raised
on high ground on ifount Common, in the Kielder Iorest for which he always hacd a deep
affecticn.

*¥BEHIID THE IRON CURTAIN OME OF OUR RELDERS -~Forester B, J,D, ILKINZOK,

of laresfield, South East Bnglard --- recently
[. FORESTER IN POL:MND spent 2 holiday on the Continent and herevith

rccords some of his expecriences =nd irpressions
Forester ilkinson, by the vay, was a prisoner in Poland during the last var, having
been capturced by the encriy in France in pre-Dunkirk days,

"I travelled by air from Northolt to Berlin®,
he writes, "thence by train to Warsaw, I had the opportunity tfo visit several Polish
forests, ond saw some very large areas of beech and, where the scil is sardy, as it is
in ruch of the country, a great deal of Norway spruce and Scots pinc.

"I shall not say much about conditions in
Poland, The Poles have to work very, very hard indeced for pcor wages, and I felt
sorry for then; the Englishman is far better off than he thinks he is. It vas a
relief to get to Vienna, although there I found far too many Russian soldiers for my
likding; pcrhaps I am prejudiced, because I was made to get off the paveient by 2
covict soléier vho carried a sub-machine gun! :

"iiy journey on from Vienna, which eventually
led ms to beyond Passau, on the German ‘border, was about the most thriliing I have ever
experienced, The diesel-clectric train covers many miles through mountain ranges,
all thickly forested; it took curves and bends, and went dovmhill, at terrific speeds
and I wondered that it kept on the roils and that the rails kept on the sieepers,

The beruty of the mountains, sowme imore than 7,000 feet high, was awe-inspiring. — Some-
tires the track followed a contour half way up a mountain, sometimes it vent through

o narrow pass, or over o viaduct, with a rushing river a long wny belevw, and then it
went through the heart oi‘ Bosrucik rountain in a long tunnel. 411 the vy (tunnels
excepted! ) it was trecs, trees, with strips of natural rcgeneration herc and high forest
there, It was nearly all spruce,

"There was o long wait ot Semrering, at the
cnd of the Sov:.g,t sector, and here Russian soldiery went through the train, looking at
cveryone's papers, Four persons in my carriage vwere taken off, not having the correct
docunents. On leaving Semmering I was orivilcged to enter the driver's compartment;
this had wide observaticn wirdows, and a notice above the driver read 'This train must
not excced 120 kilometres an hour' (75 mp.h.), but I am sure it vas igncred.

".t Linzg I boarded another train, which wvas
rade up of ~ truly international rdxture of carringes -- hungorian, Polish, Yugoslav,
Lustrian, Gerran, Italian and Belgian, I left this train some time aftcr crossing
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the Gorien border at Passau, to look at a State forest comprising, in the main,
noaturally regencrated pine. Resin is obtained from thousards of the groving trees: by
taoping and placing a cup at the base.

"I returned home by train from Regenshurg,
via Frankrurt, along the Rhein valley to Cologne, then via Brussels and Ostend.™

*%0 BITULRIES WE H4VE TO RECORD with great regret the
. sudden death of Mr, TOM FPENNY, who for long
DELTH OF EX-FORESTER TOM PENNY vas Forester in charge at Lennox Forest,

West Scotland., Wr., Penny, who was 66,
Jjoined the Comnu.5510n in 1920, commencing his career as a forest worker at Inverllever.
In 1925 he was transferred to Ardgartan, and in 1931 was promoted Foreman in charge
of Lennox, reaching the grade of Forester II in 1938. Mr. Pemny retired from the
Commission early in 1950 and took up part-time duties on an estate owned by Ccl. Ewing,
of arngomery, Kippen. He was working on the estate when he collapsed and died.

. Tom Penny wvas a man of é,te_rling character,
although quict and unassuming in his ways; his passing is deeply felt by his former
colleagues.

The death has also occurred suddenly of
Ganger J. GRIFFITHS, aged 61, who went to Kinver Forest, North Yest England, when it
was started in November, 1948, He became 11l some two and a half years ago and spent
periods in hospital, tut for a long vhile af'terwards, despite poor health, he continued
to work, He was a conscientious empmloyee whose loss is keenly felt by the forest:
staff, In the war years Mr, Griffiths served with H,G.T.P.D.

Ve have also to record the passing of
Mr, ANTHONY SIMPSCN, a former emvloyece of the Department who served for many years
at alice Holt, Born 83 years ago, Mr, Simpson served with the Office of Vioods, vhich
he joined in 1908, as Head Woodran, and was transferred to the Forestry Commission in
1924, He retired in 1933. Mr, Simpson held a number of bronze and silver medals
avarded by the Royal’Scottish z_‘.rbonca.h Socicty, one being for the invention of a vire
fencing machine.

The death has occurred of ir, H,C. VENTRESS,
a forest viorker vith 26 years' service. . single man, aged 57, he began work on the
Dalby Beat of sllerston Forest, Iortih East.England; he helped plant the slopes vhere
we are now felling second’and third thinnings, and has seen the comwersion of Dalby
Warren and =llerston Iicor from bare ground to high farest.

**THE NON-STOP CLBLEVLY VITLE ON 4 RECENT VISIT to Scotland, 2 realer
: saw the first "Lasso" cableway to be operated
NO™ wORKING IN SCOTLALID in this country. This cableway is Swiss

made and di ffers from anything hitherto used
HERE lnuSI‘UCh as it employs the principle of a contlnuously moving, encless cable on
vinich timter, vhich rust first be cross-cut in the woods, can be hooked at any point,
Special clips are used for the purpose of attaching the timber and unloading can be
carriel out vithout stopoing the cable. iotive power is suopliui by a vidnch,

The cableviay is suspended cn pulleys hich
are easily attached tc standing trees by.a simple chain device, It can be taken
round corners, so to speak, and up aml dovm hill, and can move up to about 1,500 hoppus
feet of timber per day. e -

The cableway in question was secn 2t
Aultsight, on the shores of Loch Ness, and was being.used by a tinmbur merchant,

¥ ¥ TRANSIERS . _ ' THE FOLLO.ING TR.NSFZRS hove been notified
3 . to Hu‘_.‘.quartcrs District Officers )
R... INNES from H.y. to Port nugustuu u (5) J. STIRLING from Knoplale, Vi(8), to
Luchen Castle, Moffat, S(S); F.H. V“EBB from Llandrindod %ells, N(¥), to Borth, N(W);
D.H. W.LL:CE from Card:i’f S(v ), to Caerphilly, S(v); E.S.B. CHLPL.K from Princes
Risborcugh to Stamford, E(E) Head. Ferester B,H,” KING from Micheldever, SE(E), to

Lruniel, SE(E).

) .+ TForesters /. McCLY:ONI' from Glenhurich, N(S),
to btrathconon, N(S); B.H. SLINSBURY from Burley, New, to Hurn, New; T,%, THOiZS from
Gwycyr, N(7), to Beddgelert, N(x); R... WILIN from J.Iton, -SL.(E) to Shere, SE(E);
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G, L. RUDGE from Brechfa, S(V), to Brecon, S(1); S. DAVIES from ‘Thetford Chase, 1_.(11,),
to Dean; S.J. Li%W from Shere to Charlton, E(J:,), A.G. JOHN from Chepstcw, .5( i}, to
Tintern, S(%); V.H. VILLIAKS from Tintern to Llandeilo, S(i), 1i.P. SATHOMD from
Redesdal? NE(E), to Doncaster, NE(E); E.H. LEUTSCHER from fiew Ferest to Thetford
Chase; J, '-I THOMAS from Crycha.n, S( ), to Tintern; X.D, HARVEY from Charlton to
Micheldever; W.E. MORGAN from Giedd, 5(7), to i5t. ’Gvwynno, sS(¥).

Foremen &. LEISHMAN from Newcastleton, S(S),
to Tinnisburn, S(S); J. FRANCE from Rothbury, NE(E), to Kielder, NE(E); N. DRYSDLLE
from Kilsture, S(8), to Carrick, S(S). Assistant Engineér ¥;C. EGERTON from Coed-y-
Brenin, N(W), to Gwydyr. pE 2 :

Clerical Officers R.G. HARRIS from Vioking,
SE(E), tc Research, alice Holt; D.J. TYRE from Research, Alice Holt, to :oking;.
£.C. STAMVERS from York, NE(E), to Headquarters,

Newcomers are assistant E%ineér W.C, ANDERSON
to D(-). Clerical Officer J. RAVSON to NE(E). Executive Officer li, MilTIN has
returned from .1, Forces to Headquarters,

*¥XNEWS FROM VALES OUR aBERYSTWYTH CORRESFOIDENT REPORTS:

Golf, The Office of Director, Jales, harbours
meny keen golfers, tuo of whom distinguished themselves in local tournamunts this year.
lir. E,R, HUGGIRD, Plamning Officer, won the Bown Cup and has been oresented wvith an
inscribed revlica as a permanent remlndcr of his feat. ¥Mr, J. RiFTRED, Messenger
(accustomed to having both arms full!l ), carried off both the Sir George bossett Roberts
Cup and the Coronation Cup -- a highly commendable verformance. Plain inglish (mctract
from a Forestry Lease) "The right to take wvater from the well at or near the Point A4
marked on the said olan', "Wote. The point %4 referred to in the foregoing reservation
is the point marked X on the said plan marked B", Vhy Not Use a Key? 4n A69 received
rceeived at the ielsh Directorate Ofnce recently asked for "1 Slasher, 8" -- for the
openirg of Village iall,

Liaison ¥With M.i.F.! Best wishes to District
Officer E.J.i, DLVISS, Sberystwyth, and Miss BETI EVANS, who have wed, The bride is
a C.0, emloyed in the offices of the National x-_grlcultural «.dvisory Service,
Crosswood Hall, near fLbcrystwyth,

*¥10CL.L COLOUR T.LK Of IIRE being the Foresters' worst
3 enemy! ve were left in no doubt af'ter
OR THe FOREST FIRE PLUS rcading the following account in a local
newspaper oi' a recent fire in one of our forests.
"Nearly a quartcr of X Forest, famousS,s.ee.ooe... 0o IEANHT. SR, 660000000000 , vas
‘destroyed yesterda_ when i'ire swept over 50 acres of the forest .......... Fire

brigades fror tvo counties and squads of Worestry Commissicn employces fought the flames
which, famnmed by a high wind, threatened the remeinder of the forest. Hundreds of
vild eninals were burnt to death as they tried to escape from the burning undergrowth
ard birds dropped to the ground lise flaming torches. Thousands of valuable trees
vere destroyed in the forest, which is owned by the Forestry Commission. Eut firemen
kept the flames away from farms and cottages in the area. .2 nCW scheme worked out
between the fire authorities and the Forestry Comfission, which provided for large
static water supplies at selected points in the forest, was out into overation for the
first tine, To supplement this supply, fire brigades rushed four vmter tenders,
capable or carrying hundreds of gallons of water, to the forest ....oeveenn.. .

The iiremen .......... uscd walkie-talkies to
co-ordinatc firce fighting throuchout the spravling forest, No one was injured in the
fire, The extensive damage. to the trees has not yet been estinnted".

The report 1&C1(S only such descrivtive
dhrases and words as "great conflagration” ard "holocaust".  Readers will, however, be
olad to know that the said fire resulted only in the loss of three and a quartcr acres
of alrost valuecless oak coppice and some birch, out of the total forest area of' more
than 3,000 acres; -fire appliances could not get within a quarter of a mile of the fire
end only benters were used. lLccording to the District Officer, two rabbits verc found
to have had their fur singed. SRRk

IF YoU DO SOMETHING, SiE LOMETHING, OR Hi.R SOMKETHING OUT OF ‘THE ORDINIRY. T&LlI,
YOUR OL.SHER CORRESPONDENT. THERE IS .. CORRESPOIDENT IN E.CH DIRECTCR.TH ..MD
CONSERV.:-NCY OFFICE




