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THE aSH&ES of LORD ROBINSOIN, our late Chairman,
have been scattered at Wickhope Nick, in the
23beS SSallariD AT KRIELDER iielder Forest he loved so well. Wews of the

death of Lord Robinson, which took place in
Ottuwe while he vwas leading the United hingdom declegation to the Sixth British Empire
Foreetry Confercnce, came &s a profound shock,
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liany of us have had the privilegec of kmowing

Lord Robinson. Thosc whom he act in the ficld vill rumcmber him for his alinost boyish
cintiiusiasm ana interest in @il hoe saw, for his sage counsels of patience where backward
vlirtations irre concurned (Man ounce of patience is worth & ton of slug" was cne of his
Twrouriic Sayings) and perhaps cbove all for his intensely alert znd cnquiring mind,
Thosc wiho new hie morce intimaetely in the office felt the full force of his dynuaic
pursonality, Rimsclf an amezingly quick worker, he wuas intolerant of deluy and as cach
pocoles s it erosc tunded to acquire “Priority wo. 1" in his wind, the position wac aot
elways easSy.

Lord Robinson's grasp of cessentials woas masterly
ana therc can be few men of whou it could be said more truly thet he never failed to sce
the wood for the trecs, e o the Forcestry Coummission asswredly owe him a lasting
debt 07 gratitude for his untiring but outstandingly successful cfforts to put foreswry
"on the wuwp" in this country.

Lord Robinson c¢ntered the public scrvice in
1909 «s an assiztant inspector in the furestry branch of the former Board of Agriculture
cnd was lurgely responsible for the report which led to the setting up in 1919 of the
Porestry Co:xmisszion, He was our Chairman for 20 years and there is no dacubt thut in the
cyes of the outside world a3 well as thosc oF his stalf his neme and thet 5P the Depurt-
mient vicre synony.aous, Starting with the reanant >f o1d Crovm woodlands, he developed
the Stute forests of Britain t: their present cxtent o>f owore than 1,000 square miles,
cnu orought ints bein. the new schanes for the improveaent and dedicition 0 peracnent
tilbur production of cur privete voodlands, largely devastoted by the two world wers.

Iord Robinson was knighted in 1932 and nzdz a
Poeor in 1947, chyosing o be knovm es Lord Robinson of Kielder Forest and of adclaidac,
lie wus closcly assonciated fru. the stert with the Toraation »f Kiclder Forest, in
orthusberlznd, whicn is, of course, jur big est unit, He saw the first trees plented,
cut the Pirst thinnings and then, as recently as May this year, he spened tae new
Iarust village of Kiclder, one of several coamunitics thet are t5 be build in the <rea,

His interest in overseas forestry was great and
h. wos clected Chairimen of the Fourth Co:onwealth Forcstry Conference held in S»uth
africa in 1935 and »7 the Sixth Conference in Great Britain in 1947,

A Meworial Scrvice took place 2t
5t, dargesct's Church, Tustuinster, om Octobar 21st,

*% 200D VIGIT 10 FO:usts WHaT WK BuLI«VE vas the first royal visit wo
tulce placce t5 any of our forests was nal-~ 1ust
E.x. o, 115 DUkp 07 =DINBURGH IN sonth, when H..H, the Duke Hf ndinburgh wont
231 SCOTLAND t> Monaughty and Culbin forests, irn the mast

) Scotlund Conservancy,  The Duke, who drove
his svm cir over fro. Baliral, was cucorted on his forest tour by LOAD UDNOR, our
Deputy Chedroen; oSl HEVKY BErRBSPOAD rrIrSs, the Director for Scotlamd;—-r, . Y. &
OLIVir, Conscrvator, boest Scotland; wnd District Ofdicer J. a, i, hiwlNiDY, He
proved hinself extraaicly xnowlcdgzecable in forestry matters, and at fonaushty, vhich
is in tnc chorge of Head Forestor D, M., Wall, und is a unit >f more than 4,000 &cres,
he witnesscé o veriety of forcest operetions.

The thur £ Culbin, which his, porhops, a nore
corlourful history thnn any other Hf our forests, forued the afternoon part »f -the
progronec, 1t is at Culoin that the Comaission has thatched and planted the bigoest
p=rl of the 6,000 ccres or norc of sand duncs which, bofore being fixed by the usc of
brustry on cnd othoar witerial, threatened to cneroach still further »r arable lond.
Benu th the sends lics the Barony »f Culbin, which, sccoréing to tradition, vas in 1694
buricd by sznl widch bler inlend during a violent stoma,
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His soyal Highness vas trcnsported by Land
Rover, wnl male froquent stops to walk through perts »f the forest end to see certain
featurcs. He esked nunerous questions of Head Forester V. G. MILNE, and was
capecially interested by the odd sight of some of the pines near Binsness which, planted
in pre-Cosmissin days, have £or long been exposed t2 the wind, with the result that
senl hus piled high against the leading trees, and it is thus possible to walk amdng
the tree tops. It is rumarkable that thesetrecs continue t> meke fair growth, despite
the fact that s» much of their steas is burled in sand,

Llsevhere His Royal Highness saw the last
stazes of the task of thatching the reimaining unplanted dunes. It was a proud
dccasion for certain of sur employecs, for they were introduced t» the Duke and spent
some while chetting t> him aboui their work. 41l of then heve been employed at Culbin
since the Comxission co.enced coperations there in 1929,

There £o1llowed a visit ts the observetion tower
on Eill 99, tic highest Qune in the forest, and s> named because it rises to 99 feet
zbove sea lovel, From the tower His Royal Highness obtained a nagnificent view of the
plintations and cowntryside, and of the Moray Firth, Before leaving the forest a visit
wes paid to thu biggest of the fire daas, which heve been constructed by scooping out
the sand to below water level,

Then, or the tiny coaaunity of Rintessack, in
whicn is situzted the headquarters of the forest, there came the great woment,  His
Royal Eighnuss vas ‘riven to> the home of Heud Forester iHdlne, where Mirs, ¥ilne and
idss ilne were gracious hostesses at tea,

*¥% AL00DING IN OUR ROluSTS SiVieRel 2usDBERS have comzented on the Lyniouth
£lools,  "The disaster", says one correspondent,
CON¥af VaLlliy DISASTER RuCoIILD "reculls far us the not dissinilar tregedy

which o~ccurred in 1925 within e mile or so of
Gwydyr, thce bigsest >f >ur forests in Narth Wales., This heppened when the dam at Llyn
Ligiau, above Dilgcrrog, in the Conway Velley, burst and a raging flood of water
destroycd many cottages cnd other property. SHome 17 people lost their lives',

It is understood thit in the yecar >f the Yclsh
disaster wore then 25 inches of rain fell in five days at Llym Caw-Lwyd, in the adjoin-
ing valley, 3But then parts >f Valcs are noteld for their heavy rainfall and, in his
"The Lekes of "ales", Frank Vard says thet "in 1912 the extraordinary total of 246 inches
w28 registered during the 12 months in Cwin Dyli, on Snowlon, and a fall of six and a
he1? inches in one G2y hes been noted",

Our Nnrth “ales correspondent reminds us that
in July, 1942, therc was a fall of seven inches of rain in onc day on Plynlimmon, in the
vicinity -f which are our forests of Hafren, Bryn Mavr, Tarenig and Cwaeinion, This
fall is said t» huve nccurred within ©Hour hours; soime 23 landslides occurred in
Tzrcnig Forest as the result, and many young trees were destroyed, On anothcr occasion -
we think in 1950 - heavy rain causel exceptional floods in the Llugwy Valley, near the
Guydyr Forester lraining Schyol, and sne unfortunate cauper lost his caravan,

In The Slasher for Septe.ber, 1950, we recorded
how = cloul-burst at kargam Forest, in South Yales, had resulted in Sitka spruce over a
lerge aree being torn out of the zround and hurled dovmhill, cutting a "swathe" 10 yards
wide an 200 yurds long through >ther plantations. Many trees in a compartment of
Jepanese lurch, averaging 30 feet in height, and with six-inch butts, were uprooted,
broken znd splintcered and stripped of their bark and swept int> a strean &t the base of
the hill,

District Officer D, MaChuY recalls & serious
case of flooding in Dunwich Porest, in Hast anglia.  apparently the sca barrier near
Dunwich was broken dovm wuring the war 4o causc flooding of the mershes anl so hamper the
cxpected encsy invasion,  During larch, 1949, a very high tile completely subuerged
the morshes ens flooded the village of Dunwich, .and @t the same time the sea encroached
on the forest th a consilarable Jdistance and Cepth, No appreciable damege vas noticed
when the weter receded, but about 18 months luter poplar and Corsican pine comuenced to
die off, «nd lurge goeps wxre w@dc in the plantations by the rewoval of the affected
trees., lirs llackay says that up to the autwan of 1951, when hc left the district, trees
werc 3till Jying; it wuld be interesting to hear fr :a our local pedple of the present
rosition,

Note: .n inch >f rain on an acre is sai t» weigh 101 tons, which is

equal to 4,7 gallons per square yord,
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#5% TmaN POrddndy TITH LL.STuR'S QUITE . NUMBER of our rcaders, we know, had

"PICKET". intwresting and sometimes strange >r unusual
X carcers before teking up forestry, © Te would
Mmak TRAGEDY IN A N,Z, PORT like t> hcar of PForesters and others who come

int> this category.

ileanwhile, the ecrlier career of Foremzn D,
ROBIN3ON, of The Dean, nzkes interesting reading, because before joining the Department
he spent any yeers a2t sca, and secured his Master's "ticket". "T often cast my =ind
back", ir. Robinson tells us, "to a dull winter evening when I stood on the bridge,
ready to act as messenger boy and all decked out in ny new cpprentice's uniforia, while
the tramp steamer I had joined the grevious day slipped slowly down the Tyne and out into
the North Sca. Vhat a multitude of experiences followed, in 17 yezrs !traaping' round
the world!

"] signed indentures in 1929 t5 zerve the
Hautilus Shij_.ing Company, and proaised to live a sober, hardworking life for four years,
in consiceratisn of roeceiving £40 a year and being taught the business of being a scaman,
I obtained :y Second Mate's cortificute in 1934 and twy years later I pessed for Mate.
In 1940 I obtainud iy Master's !ticket!', after which I got « berth in. the Orient Line,
The reraindéer of 1y sea carcer was spent with the same line and I must say I experienced
neny hoppy days, despite the fact that the ships were converted into 'trooers' and
there were many anxious times throughout the war.

"I met my future wife on one of these ships,
outward bound round the Cape to Suez, and we were married three years later",

Ve asked Mr., Robinson to tell us of his most
graphic experience while at sea, "During the war, while serving in a large trooper",
he replied, "we took a company of New Zealanders home to South Island. Ve arrived off
port in the c¢cvening; the air was still and the sea like glass. The pilot boarded us
outside the harbour and slowly we made our way inside, The outer pier stretched round
like a protecting arm, leaving just enough space to get in. 45 we entered the harbour
we could see = great crowd of people packed zlong a frail wcoden pier which jutted out
from the land, and at the sea end of this was the town band. The musicians struck up a
rousing tune, and there wes a roar of welcome from the crowd,

"Our headline was passed ashore and then, on
zlancing scavard, I noticed a curious phenomcnon in the bay - a white line was moving
over the water, and I saw thet it passed over a sailing boat, which capsized.  Within
seconds the wind hit us, and the pecaceful calm of the summer cvening gave way to a howl-
ing fzle, Qur bow line became taught as a violin string, while our stern began to
swing towards the pice. iy heart was in my mouth -as I looked at thut frail little
Jjetty whercon stood the checrinz crowd, with the band still playing some patriotic tunes;
iT our sturn caught it the whole lot would be swept away., There was little we could
do except hope thut by hauling in our headline we would clear and then, after agonising
moments,we got ow Stern into the wind again, But on the crest of our swing, our head-
line, the only comnection with shore, gave under the strain and we commenced to fall
dovm, bodily, on thc scemingly ill-fated picr and its occupants. It secmed that
nothing could save them, this tine.

"It was a casc of full speed asturn, and there
verc seconds thit seemed like ages during which we fell nearer and ncarer t: the pier,
on which the crowd still cheered and the band added its melodies to the tumult of the
wind, The suspense was agonising, Could we avoid a tragedy? Then our cngiines took
holc and we began slowly to move astern; our bow swung past and clear by inches only
and e eventuzlly came alongsicde with a buup at the other end of the harbour".

. "What", we asked Mr, Robinson, "makes a man
lecve the sex for the forest?"

"after I hzad been married a few years", he
replied, "the desire to return to the countryside I had known as a boy rosc in me
stronger than ever, and I came to the woods not as a stranger but rather as a friend
long ubsent", '

¥ ¥ TRANSFLRS THI POLLOYING TRANSFERS have been notified to
Headquarters., District Officer F. V., LINDSAY
fron Toking, SE(E), o Horshem, SE(E). Head Foresters J. W, BRUOK from Lake Vyrnwy,
H(%), t> Slindon, SE(E); J. E. EVANS from Beddgelert, N(¥), to Cosd-y-Brenin, N(¥).
foresters J, IacKENZIE frowm Strathconon, N(S), to Moy, N(S); W, S. STOTT from Kings,
5(&), t> Gunton, E(E); L. D. INGRAM fron ampthill, #(E), to Thetford Chase, E(E);
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He Fo Padlel® fro. Thetford Chasc €5 Fritton, &(E); . J. D. WILKINSCN frod H &. s
Maresfield, Ss(n). Foremen B, W, BeaRD from Wigsley, #(E), to ampthill; 4, G. ?qu
froa larlen, S8(8), to alton, SE(E); k.- B, CORDERY from Lyminge, SE(E), to larden.

%3 CRICKET SUCCESS AT ABERYSTWYTH . HO7 LwNY COMIISSION cricket teaas can boast a
) silver cup? In 1949 the question would have
0f7ICE Thadi WINS SILVER CUP evokel ironic coixients from cricketers in the

Welsh Directorate Office, for this was the
first scusm of their club and the task of raising a team from a small office staff, and
obtaining the nccessary moral and financial support, was proving no easy one,

Difficulties continued in 1950 but, encouraged
Yy their Presilent, lir, 4. P. LONG, the Director for Wales, the club was well established
by the followiny year, when the teain reoached the semi-final of the newly-formed
abwrystuytn and District Cricket League. This was a most successiul season; in all
seventeen matches were played, of which ten were won, six lost and osne dravm,

Of the ninc metches played ia 1952 four were
won, fowr lost and one drawn, No wmore fixtures viere possible because the playing field
wis ruined by the visit of a circus earlier in the year, and hal it n>t been for the
kindness of the University authorities, wh. granted the Aberystwyth Cricket Leugue the
use of their field, no competition could have been arranged at all.

anyway, a knock-out competition was staged -
and this is vhere we come to the Silver Cup. In a thrilling final, the Forestry
Crrdssion beat the "Canbrian News" by 9 runs and thus gained the trophy. Foundation
of their triumph was some fine batting in the sewi-final by J. Threadgill and
E. J. I Devies, and the consistently good bowling of G. Williaws (this year's captain)
ana P, Bryan; but praise must also be accorded to each meuber of the team for sume fine
ficlding. It wes this g10d fielding which, in the final, was mainly responsible for
the victory,
LT THe MaY ISSUE of The Slasher we recorded how
a bronze nmedallion was discovered in the heart
of an 51 beech tree felled at Barcaldine Forest, Test Scotland, "¢ said the medzllion
co.uiemorated David Lz Touche, a aember of the famous banking family of Northern Ireland
who, aypparently, was the son »f a refugee Huguenot who fought with tillian of Orange at
the Battle »f the Boyne.

*% $nQUal, TO o FLID

The Department has now heard from Mr., J. #. D,
La Touche, of Newton .bbot, Devon, wh> states that the David La Touche in question was
born in 1703 and died in 1785 anl was his great-great-great-uncle, The nedal was
struck in nme.ory °f David La Touche in the yezr of his death; it has now been given to
Mr. J., #. D, La Touchc whe is, however, unablce t> suggest how it cane to be cmbedded in

the stree,

Mr. L. ., CHWPLIN, Chicf Clerk, York,and

sirs. Chaplin, on the birth of a son (the third);
ir. D, 0. BAYLIS3, Surveyor, and lir. F. BRYaN, Draughtsman (sberystwyth) and Mr. N
¥aclOi.ID (wccounts Section, Glasgow) and their wives, on the birth t> each couple of

a Jdeughter,

*% QUR CONGRiTUL.TIONS TO -

Congratulations, also, to District Officer
J. . Jadim3, of 3outh Uales, and Mrs. James, on the birth of a son. The baby weighed
81b, 30z, at birth and may yet challenge his father who (as recorded in The Slasher in
May,1951), weighs 18 stones and is 6 ft. 4% ins, tall,

Mr. J. S, BURFITT and Miss 2. M. COPP, C.C,s in
the Cardiff Ofiice, have wed and, approprictely enough, spent the honeymoon at
Bettws=y-Coel, on the doorstep of Guydyr FTorest, They have received zifts from the
Conscrveancy 0ffice Staff.

Wi REGRLT to record the death of

Mr. THOM.S OTHeN, 63, a furest worker who had
been caployed in the Research Branch ot wxlice Holt since 1950. ¥r, Othen was cycling
hooe wfter work when he cane into collision with 2 car; he was sdriously injured and
died the sane night,

*% Tr.,GIC DinTH ON THe RQ.D
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I4 70U DO SOMGTHING, Spli SONMWTHING, OR He.R SOMWTHING OUT OF THs ORDiI\Ua.RL TELL
YOUR 31..3H_R COuRESFONDENT, THERES IS . CORRGSEONDENT TN 1%uCH DIRMOTORLTw .JND

CONSERV.ICY OFFICE




