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THE "DENIZEN" OF THE WELSH LAKE SCOTTISH FORESTERS may havc their Loch Ness

monster, but is it known thcre is said to
"AS LARGE £ AIN AS A HORSE! exist in the dark weters of at lcast ono

large lake in Central Wales e crcaturc far
more fearsoime? The question is posed by a North Wales correspondent,
who adds that local people regard the creature with such awe that few will mcntion its
existenco = certainly not to "foreigners',

"Howover, " writes our correspondent, "I have beon able to collect the following
details, The lakec wherc this creature is said to reside is isolated and is colled,locally,
Llyn Draiz Ddu Mawr: Lake of the Great Black Dragon., It is situated ncar Trowsfynydd end
covers son.: 20 acres or morc, and lies high in the hills and is surrounded by black rocks.
It is belicved te be almost bottomless and to have originated in some long since
extinguished vecleano,

"The Droig Ddu, as the monster is cclled, may be the descendant of scime prechistoric
reptile and is crodited with being as large sgain as a horse and having jet black shiny
skin, and o body which tapers somewhat like that of a crocodile. I% is ncmmally seen only
in the depth of winter and its appearence is said to foretell a prolenged spcll of hard
weather. It has never been seen on land, although the !locals' arc quite cortain that on
dark nights it wenders over the edjoining moor. A local shepherd has told ¢ that cevery
year he lescg sheep in an unaccountable way and he has found the rcmains of. sheep - skin,
wool and bones = along the shore of the lake, Indeed hc tries to keep his flcck well away
from the neizhbourhood.

"The loko conteins many small perch, but it is seid not to hold trout, Indeed, few
fish thero lcr fear of the Draig Ddu., Wild duck and water fowl very rarcly visit the lake
end when vhey de they quickly disappeer; either they become food for the Dreiz Ddu or meke
for safer woicrs.,

"I shall be glad to know whether any readers of The Slasher have come acress legends of
the Draig Ddu in other Welsh waters., Maybe some of the naturalists among us will have
scmethinz te soy M

Foctnote, Professor Devies, of the Welsh "Hanes hymafol Socioty" (Prchistoric
Socicty) comments thet the legend of the Dreig Ddu is well knovn and is connected with
other lakes besides Lyn Draig Ddu. Evidence of the existence of this croaturc is only
circumstontial, No secientist has been privileged to view it and  ~lthcuzh one spent
scme vi.¢ks near Lyn Draig Ddu during the winter of 1928-29, he was unablo tc colleot
any ccnclusive facts., However, that winter was net favourable, as tho hard weather
came very late in February, after the soientist had left the area,

* % TREE PLANTING TO COMMEMORATE FESTIVAL TREES HAVE BEEN PLANTED in a nuibcr of State
forests tc commemorate the Fustival of

SOME INTZRISSUING CEREMONIES. Britain. In most cases the ccromenies have
been performed by leaders of lceol autherlties;

they have tol-en place at such widely seperated feorosts as New Forests; Thernthwaite

(N.W. Enzlond); Micheldever (S.E,England): Knepdale (W.Scotland); Fernworthy (S.W.Englend)

and the Forost of Ae (S.Scotland). Reports of similar ceremcnies in other forcsts are

oxpected, ond it is thought theot in the aggregete they will have rcesulted in the

importance «f forasstry being brought tc the notice of quite a large number cf weople.

There wos scmething of a departure in South Scetlend, for tc commemornic Festival

Week in Duvri’rics three cherry trees were planted near the new Village of Ac. Ono was

planted by Councillor William Wallace, of Dumfries; enother by Mr. James Ress, 8l-yoars old

retired smnll-holder and the oldest inhabitant of the Ae valley; and the third by Rita Rae,

the cightwyuvors cld daughter of Mr. and Mrs, Goorge Rac, Nc,9 Holding, Ac Villave, ond o

pupil of Gubhill Scheel, Mr, J,R.THOM, Censcrvator, who presided, peintol cub that last

winter 15 «illion troes had been planted in South Scotland, Mr, Wallaco sci? a tree wes

ke a hwaen beiny, in that it grew taller, streneer and more useful as tiiw went by. A

vote of thanks go Mr.Wallace, Mr.Ress end Rita Rae was proposed by District Officer

W.N,GIBSON,
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* A LTVS COCKING? READERS WILL RECALL corrcsnendence in previous v
issucs cof The Slasher in which the edibility of
ASLER YTHE SQUIRREL, the squirrcl was dlSCUSoC(. %e heve buen teld
THE HEDGEHOG thet it is still not uncom i for country people

to eat hedachoz, the rccdpe being to roll the
cr.oture in clay end beke it, after which the prickles pecl off and roveal the soft
succulent flesh,

"Hodgcheg is delicicus," we were told when visiting e forest the cther dey, but
unJ-rnunptrly time pcrmitted but e superficiel enquiry. Have any of ~ur rceders esten
helzoheg?If so, is our recipe eorract?

fnd while on the subJect of unusual food we would like to hecr ¢f eny cther out-of-the
ordinery dishes. - Sperrow pie, of course, if fairly wcll known, anc w0 have heard it seid
ul”u cven foxes have been consumed by humens,

*JOTE ON BRAMSHILL FOREST BRAMSHILL FOREST, in tho Scuth Ezst Englend
; Conservancy, was established in 1922 and covers,
V31T 2Y DIRECTORATE STAFF in several gocd-sized blvcks, more than 4,000
acras, the bulk of the aruo 3 ing planted., The
ferost wes visited recently by members of the staff of the office o £ Dircctor ,Englend,who
scwi uch of interest., Immediately inside the boundary was scen the sito for a new grrage

an¢ =achinery depot, while in the plentations were witnessed somc ¢f thé nesting boxes
waich have been erccted t» encourage greater bird life in the forcst, especially of those
speedus which consume large quentities of insocts which are hermful. %o trees. The process
of Thinning, and many other opcrations, were cxplalned to the porty »w MR. R.H.SMITH, the
Cung vrvnt’“r, vho also described the various trece species. Great inturcst wes evinced in. -
the Jrrest nursery, which covers 23 acres and wes "ercated" on the vir:in heath in 1948, in
r-s onsc tc an urgent call for a general increase in nursery zrcund. It wes intended that
the party should see the conversion depot to witness the prcparatiun of produce for the
pitwe o, boxwood, pulpwcod and beerdmill markets, but owing to the fret that the day'!s work
in tho depot had ceased the visit was doleted frem the programme., Tho party returned to
Lonion much the wiser for the tour, which was admirably planned by tho Conservency
cfficers, Those accompanying the Censervatcer included Stete Forest Officer J.M.ROSS,
District Officer L.C.TROUPE,Focrester N.J.LINGWOOD end Mr H.W.GULLIVEL,Chief Clerk,

* ¥ INCREASED AID FOR WOODLAND O'NERS IT IS ANNOUNCED that as frcim lst.October the
plentinz and meintenance sreonts payeble to wecd-
JYGIER PLANTING GRANTS: NEW THINNING land owners under the Dedicetion Scheme will be
GRANT increased from £12 to £14 por acre and from 4s, to
! 4s.6d, per acre respectively. - The new planting
gront will be payable in respect of planting in small woods which arc nct included in the
Dciliecotion Scheme.

Under the new Thinning Grant Scheme an avner may apply for o rant of £3 15s., per acre
in respect of the thinning of ycuna conifer, broadlesved ~r mixec wecollmnds, provided the
erce &~ be thinned on any one estate is not less then two acres in ~nc bleck. Not mere than
twe ;rrnts will be peid in respect of the same stand, end if a thinnin: grant has elready
bocn iede under the scheme which ends on 30th Seﬁtpmber, a gro nt ey ho clﬁimed under the
ney schome for cne further thinning only., A stand, to be elizible for o grant, must
¢ ntain trees within certain limits of averege heizht (conlfors 35 fhiay brc dleaved 40 £t )
or, alternetively, limits < of girth (conlfers 4 inches and broadlccved 6 inches, quarter
zirth »t breast height). In mixed stends the predominent specics, ~s between conifers ond
brcaﬂleaved, will determine the limits of height and zirth, Inci .ntolly, a rccently
issucd pemphlet entitled State Aid for Weodlond Ovmers has been in srcat demand; rcprinting
is in progsress and copies of the now issue will scon be aveilable,

*% CLWYD FOREST AND THE BRONZE AGE NO FEWER than eight cairns, ancient buriel places
of the Bronze Age, have hoon iscovered in ths
DISCOVLRY OF ANCIENT BURIAL PLACES Denbizhshire scetion of Coed Clwyd, the main

bleck of which is situatcd scuth and east of Meel
Fommou, on the Clwydian Range. These cairns consist of a circle «f stones some threc feet
wilc end set like paving blecks around e pile of rocks. When discovered they heve boen
ov.rirovm with vegetation, Bencath the central rocks, and below rcund level, have been
f:und stene-lined sraves end frem cne of these scme charcoal and brnos were retrieved,
Thouge were sent tc thé Neticnal Museum of Weles, follewing which o repert wes received
sboting thet the only wood which cculd be identified from the ch*‘c‘o] was hazel; while it
wos theurht that the bones are those of a younz child whe diod in abeut 1800 to 1400 B.C.

It is interesting to contemplate, writes Forester C.P.CARR, whe hng told us about the
e VY
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® ¥ L W8t SLES L BULL-FIGHT _ WHEN RECENTLY IN .iDID (wrrivcs SIhu WILLIAM
: St TLAYLOR, formerly Director ‘cncrcl of the Ferestry
SUNDAY ' WVEIING IN MADRID Commnissicn) I did as the Sponicrds dc end went  to

2 Sundny evening bull-fi:ht. " The venue was the
shocicus bull-ping built on the lines of a Roman emphithoetre,and the 70,000 pecple who
ware presont cheered or hoeted after the manner of a football crcowd.

Deseribing the bull-fizht Sir Williem scys thc first "round" iz fou-ht by the Pecnes
s cerry brizht silk  cepes, geudily 1lined. The big, bleck indalusien bull
trots oogressively inte the arena, pauscs, and promptly charges the first men who moves.
The Fuoncs hang their cepes over tho extended left arm and the bull charres reperctodly,
alwcys with the pink cape as his objective and not the men, whe adrecitly cveids denger by
sterins aside and allowinz the bull to pass under his arm, The bulls ~rc as active as
c~is ond but for their fixed obsessicn that the cape is the enemy, cculd.tess their men
every time. Throuzhcut the fightinz the Pecnas stand alert to draw coff the bull in

_mainents of speciel danger,

The Picalsrgg now enter the ‘ring mounted on horses that, nows’cys, cre protected all
r>un” the bedy by thick quilting. The Picadcres! lances hhve very shert peints, and the
articuler round thet I saw 2id not seem cspecially exeiting, althouh.I sew o bull toss
hersc end  rider, neither being hurt beycond bruising,

Then ceme the Bandilleros, coch with two gaily ribbened darts. Theirs is a plucky end
groccfully performed rcund for, watching their cppertunities, they trin like ballet dancers
dir :‘nnlly before the bull and in passinz plent their darts cne ch'either side of his
sh:nlﬁors. The thercughly infuriated bull now begins te tire an? tha Matedor enters with
his ru? cloth armed with a sword, to face his.edversary-alone.-- He tounts the bull into "
‘¢hoFf7in7 him e number of times and then_endezvours o zive the ez de-irece by w thnust
beticen the shoulders, and if succossful is loudly acclaimod by thc crcwd. .

The egility and ncnchalence ‘of the bull-fishters is admirable, thoir trediticnal dress
is strikinz, and now that the horses arc padiled the legree of brutality is certainly nc
nor..then that of a present day prize fizht in Englend or elsewhere. Thcere is,however, the
foetithat the bull has nc sporting chance = he is there to be killed. The quota for the

 evening is six bulls,

Iny views on bull-fizhts, readers?

* %7, NSFERS THE FOLLOWING TuANS RS havo heon netified to
Headquarters.
District Officers D.,;MITHEN from Grevetye, S.E.(E), tc Wco‘church S.E.(E); P.H.MNNING

fren Genbridge t¢ Senton Downham,E. (L) Fcrcsters T.E.LITTLE froo Slpocch,S.(W), to Derry
Orncnd, S.(W); J.W.TELFORD frea Klolder N.E.(E), to Rothbury,N.E.(E); G. STEWART from Durris,
E.(8), to Mcntreathmnnt E.(S); D.AEID from Kings,E.(E), to High Lodge,Thetford,E. (E)

D... itk YNER from Allerstnn N.E.(E), tc Ray,N. E. ( ); B. A.OLNEY fron Enncrdele NeTiR E) tc
Kershepe,NJW.(E); -B. HUGHES frem Dbrry Ormend to Teifi,S.(W),

.Firemen . BELTTIE from Inchnacardoch,N.(S), to Batten,N.(S); T. JUHNSTONE from
Rothbury tc’Allerston: I.D., ATKINSON from Thornthwalte N.49. ( ),to Ennerdele; R.BJHART from
GHicn 1uc,S. (S), to Kilgrammé S.(S); M.JWILSON from Quantocks,S.Hs(E) ,to Dunster,S.W. (B),

- Clericel Officer A.@.BUNCH from Inverness to Aberdeen. ' -

Howecmers ere: Foremen J.V.DUNN to N.i.(E); D.J.MOULDEN and T.J.SPLNTON to E.(E);
M. 86 18S to-NE,.(%); P.R.CINT oand E.TWSNELL tc S.E.(E)., lLssistent Envineer H.G.BENGOUGH
t2 $.(W)., Clerical Offlcers W.GILLIES to Director, Scctland; F.7[.GIN tc H. Q. Miss I.MiCKAY
t2 No(8); Miss G.L.GLIDINER to S.(8).

three Clerdiecel Officers have loft the Depa rtmcnt to emizratc 4o Now Zealand. They -are
Migs EoF.TLLLON,formerly of New Forest; and Mr.G...STUBBINGS and Mr,C.M.NIVEN, beth late of
Hee 'quaﬁmrwsﬂho, it is understcod,arc teking up eppeintments in the Now Zeelend Civil
Service,

* ¥ SIVICE wITHOUT SICK IELVE LAST MONTH we mentioned thet IMe, it.CLUNELL, of the
' South West 'Conscrvancy, Enzlend, had ccnpletod 25

yzors unbroken service with tho Depertment without sick leave. Now, froin New Forest,comes

nows <f eoncther impressive record, for Keecper TOM CUTLER has sorved tho Orown and thc,

D portmont since 1905 (with o brgak fer military scrvice. from 1915=18) withcut absenco

throeush sickness - o totel of 46 y«,arsl o Well ;one.



*% BLST ANGLIAN DIALECT IN AN UNASSUMING but thoroushly interesting 11ftle
beoklet by the Rector of Miillcton, which lies Y,
HOD:iUOD =~ SNAIL between Dunwich and Rendleshon fcrcsts, we have come
across some intriguing examplos cf East Znglien
dit“.].uct.

Fer cxemple, Hodmeded or dodman meens snaill; meesen, mice; svi'' o (drink) of water;
bis.cty, proud; tc have the teng - to be lazy; mardle, to gossips naﬂkln, a Scorecrovi;
cnawr, encuzh; erenkly, crocked; quackle, chcke; putter, naz; duberous, = seundy (sendy)
puss: stommed, astcnished; brumplng, gethering sticks,

P 'rhaps reéaders elsewhere than in East Anglia will send alcny exomples of dialect
7 te their distriets - cr, if it exists, dialect peculiesr to their forest and having
furc ce to forestry matters,
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**'ILLCOME,LITTLE STRANGERS WE ARE GLAD to be able to anncunce the following
births, and heartily congrrstulate the parentsi

New ¥orests Tc Distriet Officer amd Mrs. P.L.VINCHESTER, a son. Tc Fereman and

FES. JF.B.WOOD, 2 dsughter, Margaret Jane. Bedgebury.S.E.(E): To Feroster and

hrs.v}.l.ANBhRRY, a son,

* [T LOVE STORY OF THE TREES THE SOLUTION to the recent prcblem is: The young lady
: of whom I write was very spruce., She was a peach and
HEids IS THE SOLUTION a plum gcod one, Her tulips were the colour of =z

cherry. Her pawpaw was an cl' crabapple and her
mother was far from popler. The dauvhter would have had to pine fer beaux if she had nct
been able to carry off the palm in decepticn, for she wes guarded as the apple of their eye.

In leve effairs, hcwever, it was plane to see that she was e thorn in their sides. She
2id not core a fig for their advice. Whenever she ceder chance she would arrange a date for
mocting a favoured young man and leave the pear of elderly chestnuts alcne.

Devm at the beech she let Cypress her hand until yew could easily see which way things
werc tonding, When he asked her fether for her, the answer was "Velnut if I know it", and
furthcormere, the young man was advised to sycamore remote region. Nething but a dogwood
st-n' such treatment, so the young pecple elcped and prctests were ¢f ne aveil, Thet made
her »rrents balsam like the weepinz willow,

*¥% DUMFLIES STAFF AT CRICKET A CRIEGKET MATCH between the stoff of the Dumfries,

: ; S.Scotland,Conservancy Office cnd District Officers
of tle Conservancy was pleyed et Gatshousz, in conjunction with the ~ffice outing. After a
keen struzgle the technical staff passed the office total with five wickots in hand. Scores
were ¢ fcllows: Office staff, 61 (E.G.ROBERTS 43,K.W.WILSON 7 for 28): District Officers,
63 ©or 5 wickets (P.H.IEGARD 36),

* FOLLSTER WEDS THE MARRIAGE took place recently cf Forester JOHN
JEFFERS, of Alice Holt, Scuth fast Englend, and
Miss BUNA PARRATT; shorthend-typist at the Forest Research Staticn., The couple received a
gifh from members of the staff of the Research Station, handed to them by Mr,.F.C.HUMMEL.

¥ l"0"STER AND GERDENER DOES GOOD GARDENING go with rced forestry? The people

' of Peebles, Scuth Scotland, hove reason to think so,
sincc tr, T,.A,ROBBIE, Education Oificer at Glentress Forester Training Schcol, is a regular
exhiblior at Peebles Flower Show. This year he gained numerous ewor:s aonc¢ was runner-up for
the ~»nteur championship., g, ek

%% Iy UISs PERSONIFIED ... HEREWITH COPY OF A LETTER frcm o job-secker,
Aia i o addressed to the New Forest:
Ot &1 IEAST HE'S A TRYER

Jeor Sir,
Fully and suitably steffed as your crganisaticn may be at the mcment, you never
_¥now when you will suddenly be faced with the need to find a roliable clerk able to
crrry responsibility, and to adept himself quickly to your ccnditions. Or there may
)O that little piece of cverdue re-organlsatlﬂn that hag been waiting tc be under-
urlren by the right type,

Either way, no harm can come of having me in for a few minutcs'interview, and
seuins a rather impressive testimenial that I'11 show you,

vhen mey I call, plezse?

THERS 15 A SLASHER CORHESPONDENT IN EACH DIRECTORATE AND QONSERV.NCY OFFICE. PLEASE KEEP
HI' .ELL SUFPLIED JITH CONTKIBUTIONS. DON'T LET YOUR TERKITORY B% OUT OF THE NEWS.




