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THE COMMISSIONZRS' 31st wnnual Report, which
has just bcen published and covers the Forest
Year 1950, contains some encouraging news.
For example:

The ares planted during yeor was 53,737 acres (Lnglﬁnd 17,728 =cres; Scotland

24,345; Yoles 11,664), admost 10,000 acres greater
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HIS NUMZROUS FRIENDS will learn with profound |
regret of the death lost month, of Mre a.L.. FELTON,
formerly Conservator, South East Sngland, little !
more than two ycars after his rptlrcmcnt.

tirs Felton, who resided at Sutton Mallet,
Somcrsct, was 67. He joined the Dopartment in

[
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plonting on land which had formcrly carried

. and to forestry gensrally, !
i for of the total arca planted in

Forestry Comnission, and was appointcd Instructor
=t the Dean School, In 1926 hec was appointed

Divisional Officer in South East England, serving
during the war with H.T.P.D. Hc was appointed to§
Conservator rank in 1946 2nd took up ais duties !
in South Zast Yngland in March, 19L7. In 1949,

|
1920, the year after the esteblishiment of the ’
1
i
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« the year of his retircment, he received an 0.B.E.

in recognition of his scrvices to the Department
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tree crop,

than in the prcvious year,

This planting, in fact,
repréesented the biggest aresa 1o
be placed uncer plantations in

i any year since the establishment

of the Comnission in 1919 ard

y undSubtedly reflects great credit

on all eonccerncd, It was achieved

.
i in 2 scason when, to quote the

Report, "the ebnormal rainfall was

| a gre-t hindrance to all forest

operations'.

In making the new plantations,

i and rcplacing f2ilures in recently

formed plantztions, more than
108 wmillion young forest trees were

+ used - about twotrees per hsad fgr
. the population of Britain,

Substantial progress was made
in re-stocking devastated woondlonds,

the ycar 16,382 acres represcntcd
In this conncction it is

of interest that in the threc years 1948 - 1950 ncarly 42,000 acres of felled or
devastated wondland have becn ro-stocked or rceplonted by the Commission, while private
wwners are estimated to hove planted 40,000 acrcs, most of which was old woodland.

There arc no grounds for complacency, however.

HIt

is still clear", says thc Report,

"that effective progress in the rehobilitatinn of »ld woodlznds is far too slow",
Ifore than 21,000 acrcs of this typc of land is incluced in the 61,000 acrcs of
plantcble land acquired oy the Commissioncrs during the yeor.

The Report mentions two acquisitions (not included in the 1950 acquisitisn figures)

2 i note.

The first is Fasnakylc, together with part of the adjoining affric estate,

in Inverness-shirec, and the sccond part of the Clumber Estate in Nottinghamshire.

The Fasnakyle and affric properties have

~
o

total area of wmore than 54,000 acres and

include over 6,000 acres of matural Scots pine and birch forest, remnants of the ornce

cxtensive Czledonion Porest of the Highlands.
in the national interest thct those "uniquely interesting and beasutiful woods" should

The Cowmissioncrs considered it was

be acquircd ond manageG witfl Cuc resord to their special character.

THORHTHVAITE CL..II{ COES i "

Thornth:=2ite, says Foreinzn H. STORER.

luch of the Clumber Estate, in the Dukeries, passcd a few years ago into the hands
of the Nationcl Trust, from whou the Coumissioners have now leased 1,100 acres of
wosdland for rupldn61ng, together with 50 acres of young plantations.

% HIGHSR ~ND HIGHER UP THE WMOUNTAIN
at a high

THE 10uaRD

OUr REFERSNCE in the June issuc to planting

clevation (1,726 fect) in the

Loke District forest of Thornthwzite has

produced soms interesting corrcspondence
and claimg,

Therce are fairly successful plentings at clevations highsr than thot at

«t Beddgelert, in North Wales, on the high

clevation cxperiment , there are tiwee species ~ Sitka, Japanese larch and Lodgepolc

oine - which have
s fow beech,

although making slow progres 5§ arc to be

survived 22 yeors in the most cxposcd site imaginable at 1,850 fect.

segn at the same clevation,



The comportment ocj.dning the cxpsriment is planted up to 1,800 fust witn Sitka,
oand practicslly all the Pa50 planting in the area has been ot above 1,250 feet.

Froa cnother source in North Weles coumes the stotcment that "2s the nommol planting
lin." in that part of the world is in the region of 1,600 feet, 2 list of satisfactory
pleatstions farmed higher than 1,500 feet "would morc thon £ill severzl issues of The
Si¥sherlle The hisnest planting in the North Wales Conservancy, seys our correspondent,
is =2t Radnor, wherc plantations orce doaing reasonzbly well at 1,900 fcet.

wow need Forester T. H. LaWIS, In iy forest of iynydd Ddu, in Breconsnire, in
tic South Weles Conservency (he writes) I hzve planta2tions of Sitka growing successfully
<t 1,910 fecet, The average ncight in one compartment, plantsd in 1935, is 12% feet;
grovith nos averaged 15 incues per year for the past two ycears. In cnother couportiment
(P.39) the average height is 9% fout, the average growth being 13 inches annually for
the last two ycoars,

Forester Lewls has been gpod enough to describe the condition of other compartucnts
in his forcst, the elcvations of which vary from 1,360 feet to 1,870 feect.

=n¢ & mote from the North Woles Conscrvency office soys that in casc there are
any other pending challenzes to Thornthwaite, in F.Y. 52 planting at Mynyad Déu will
reach a height of well over 2,000 feect. )

*% SIDELIGHTS ON THE ROY~L SHOW TH= OUTDOOR DISPL-Y at the Royal Show at Cambridge.
included, among other exhibits, a plot designed
R-BBIT HOLE REALISH to show rabbit cdamage to an improperly fenced

plantationy So realistic was this that members
of tue Conservancy staff were snterteined by the sight of a dog endeavoiuring, with
susto, to dig its woy into onc of the "rabbit holes"!

Several novel featurcs werc to be ssen in the Forestry Coamission section. A
hut ¢ventually intended for use as & forest office 2t High Lodge, Thetford, was
transformed into a most realistic replica, to two-thirds scale, of a Forester's house,
nc attracted 2 preat deal of attention.

The 50-ft. flag-pole, formsrly 2 handsome Norway spruce in East anglia, was
sold five minutes after erection,

The indoor exhibit was visited by Her Majesty the Queen and the Princess  Royal.
The Qucen. spent some minutes at the "Know Your Trees" device, =nd in pressing all
Cozen >r so buttons failed not once correctly to identify the trees of her choice.

%% SCHOOL STUDENTS &MD .. FESTIV.L BACH SUMMER therc takes place at Peebles the
Beltane Festival, an event full of pageantry and
PrRIZE GOES TO GLENTRESS colour. It includes the Riding of the Marches,
] sports, dancing, and crowning >f o schoolgirl
"Queen" and a procession of Tancy dress and decorated lorries. This year, in the last
ncacd scetion, Glentrcss School succesded in winning a prize with a humdrous tebleau
depicting the dirc consequences of pooching, under the new legislaticn dealing with
fishing. °"The tzoleau,vhich well merited the award, included o realistic gallows
cnd pory executioner's block and axe,

25 4« HOTE ON NAES #ND SOMETHING THERE 1i~Y EE other views on the subject, but
ABOUT THEIR MEANING we believe we =re right in saying that most
.surnames fall into four groups;

(2) Patronymics. That is, the Christian nane of = man's father, hence (to mention
the nones of certain members of the Commission):

W2cDONALD - Son (Mac) of Don:ld. WILLLSON - Son of Villiam, BOWEN - Short
for ab ('Son of', in Welsh), Owain (Welsh spelling of Owen).

(b) Name of ths home or birthplacc of man's cncestors, For example:
W.LLINGTON: 1LRTIMD~IE: S.LISBURY.
(¢) ancestor's trade or occupation, or bassd thercon:

TURIER: TaYLOR: BUTCHER: BaKER: FORRESTER.

= D =



(¢) Some personal featurs »f the ancestor, i.e.,

BROVN, iuplyine dark compluxionng REDHA-D: BE..KD: Silell. There cre léss obvious
¢xamples. The .eaning of other ntaes which occur among moibers »f the st2ff xny be:

'EDSTEK - Scots for o weaver; HE.IZY - from the »1ld Irish O'heilich, mcaning son of the
deer or flesut of foot; iCI'TYRE, from the Gaclic mac an t'Szoir, son of ths ccrpenter;
P.LEK, the palicr - a pil-rim to thc Holy Lend; INELES, froa ths OLC EZnglish "atten
¢la'" - 2t the ela (tLbb), S..UNDERS, the son =f .lexander, froa the >1¢ nicknams Sandcr
o Szuncer; STOCKS, he who dwells nezr the stock (1arge tree trunk or clump of tree
trunks); C.Diiill, son of Cacdmon - zn 2ld north country n=ue, or acy be from cade-aan =

o maker of cades (casks or barrels); CH4PLIN, the chaplain,

THE FORML.TION of = forest which will eventually

"réstore to Cannock Chasc s

" FORMED ON "HITHERTO UMPKODUCTIVE UPL.NDS" soue of the sylvan scencry it possessed in
Norman 2nd mediacval times" is described in

the scventh booklect in the scrics wiich the Commaission is producing about the

larger State forcstss It deals, of coursc, with the formation of Cannock Chase Forest,

which is situatcd between the county town of Stafford and the busy industriad district

arsund Camnnock, #Wals2ll :nd YWolverhounptons

% THS ST.TE FOREST OF CoNNCCK CH-:SE

The forest now occupies 6,000 acres of high open moorlands, which contrast strangely
with the fertile agriculturai lend to the east, north and west, and the mining ond
aanufocturing tovns that border closely sn the south. Since 1921 the Forestry
Commission has established extensive plantations, mostly of the native Scots pine, on
these "hitherto unproductive" uplonés, an? now the first yields of poles an¢ pitprops
~re becoming availsble for loc:l usec. lost of the plantations vary in sge fraon 14
to 30 yesrs, oand in heigsht from 1C to 40 ft.

The plantations, says the booklct, "h-ve alrcady begun to supnly pitprops to the
big cozlmines that tap the decply buried scams of the Cannock cozlfield; the cozl

cctually lies below the forcst ond very little traonsport is necdsd to take the props
from the point where they have rrown to the coal face wherc they are to be used."

Some 55 people are repularly cmployed in Connock Chase Forest, o third being the
womeh who undertake the li-hter work such as that in the forest trec nursery, or the
wecding andé "brashing" of plantutions. When the Porestry Commission first began
its operations herc, these¢ Cannock Chase lards provifed 1little or no regular cmploy-
nent except for two or three gawmckeepers,

The Cannock Chase part of Staffordshire is s2id to have béen one of the last
Midland districts to be settlcd by the anglo-Saxons. Doimesdsy Bonk, circa 1086, shows
that the Chass had passed into the ownership o7 Willi=a the Conqucror, The cntry
runs: "The King holds Connock esseeescesessas The wood is IV milss wide and IIT miles
longe In the time of King 2dword it paid nothing. Now it is worth XX shillings."

*¥ THE FORESTRY CO.uiISSION TIE WE H.VE BEEN ~SKED to point out that the adrruss
from which TForcstry Commission ties orc available

is 37, St. Mery sxe, London, EsCe3, ond not 27 as recently ct tuo in The Slashcr.

#*¥% 25 YEARS WITHOUT SICK LE.VE WE UNDERSTAND thatD,0, R, CuRNELL (8%,E) has com=:
peted 25 urs unereken service with the Dupﬁrtmgnt
without zbsence throush sickness. Wu hasten to congratulate sir, Cszrnell on his
reeord anC express ths carnest wish that his z00d health will continue for azny yezars.
Incicdentally, is this 2 recorc?

*% THE LaST WOLF IN '.IZS THERE IS 2an old ozk on the edge of Goytre Forest,
in South Vales, which is 2 lancmark = in the
» GOYTKE LEGEND Gistrict, according to legend it was a2t the

foot of this trece that the last wolf in Walcs
was killed. The lcgend is attached to the trunk and Forester D. J. 2ValNS has been
=n2d entugh to senéd us 2 copy. It is worth rcproducing:



[ \OLF THaT WaS KILIED »T COYTREY

1. "iHis shoosy hide of custy sroy 5. The wolf dao's bay was heard that Quy
Is tloodicd, secwed and torn, Throuzh many = wood =n =len.
Iy bantoers spear and cripping trap Three times they swain the floodicd Usk
3y crar sng stake and thorn. Three. timcs they topped Garmicn.
iis Jjows sre working till the foam Mamnhilad secs tnem reckless ride
Is churncd likce occetn sproye. Her sloping sidcs 2long.
dis lurid sycs hove ~leams within Up Trefthyn bill the grey wolf still
Unlike =11 light ci dey. Swings -nward fierce ant strong
Till mad to find that still behind
Ze  But ycstermorn he szllieé forth, The rout and turmoil swell.
Hdc ané his mate to siczc Through btrake znd flond of Goytrey \Wood
Some ragsed vonc or sucking bobe He rushes fierce ond fell.
His ravenosus croad 'appesse,
The She-¥olf slain he Tled cmoin 6. Scraping his paws, grincing his jaws,
To hunger znd despoir Fresh llbhtnlnr in his cyc,
+«nd strewed the 1iuks of his torn cubs Both hound an¢ man shall shrewdly know
Last night sbout his lair, Yhen comes his turn to die.
With plisteninz teeth and blazing eyes
3 Ho! bring the wolfl staves from the wall, 4nd with a ponther's spring.
Sec that your knives cre kcen, The foremst hunter sees him leap
Comc men of hearts 2nd sincws strong Within his wolf staff's swing.

No child's play this, I wean.
Scnd through the land and wmtke them come 7. i shout, a blow ond writhing low

This touches grest and smnll, The monster spun arcund,
=nd 5id the ;/pod ola Sguire of Gwent But darting up he grips his foe
To .acet 2t Goytrey Hall, an?. both are on the ground.

: Men, Cogs and beast in the thickets

L. kides ¥illiams froa Llongiobdy, dcnse

Rides Lewis from St. Picrrc. Stuck, wrestled, bit ancd tore;
=bd Morgan for the no.lor gamine Till rolled aguinst a jutting crag
Quits his anccstral decr. The panting hunter bore

The Herbert race of Fiery soul
Could not be cbsent than,

»nG Cli fords fcel the Nowmnan blood
kush through their hearts againe

8. The wole's head back 2nd brake his ncck.
Deod the last robber lay.
But Herbert went from the gray wolf's Lrlp
Lame to his dying day.
Novi hany the wolf staves on the wall
To take thcm down no more,
S-ve when our sons would tell their sons
Of stolwart Ceeds of yore."

#% TRANSFERS THY FOLLOWING TRANSFERS have been reported to Headquarters:
District Officers J. F. OSMASTON from Cambridge, B(E), to Princes
Risborough, E(£); A, #.L.GUILE from Isle of Wight, New, to Bristol, sng), AH.H.WHITE
{ron York, NE(E), to Bristol., Foresters E.R. FRANCIS from Dalton, NW(E ) 1o Grizedale,
1W(E); R.L.BAIRD from allerston, iE(E), to Harwood, IE(E).  Foremen J.M.RIDDELL from
Gleirign, N(S), to Nevis, N(S); C. J. MacPHEE from Research, Fort Augustus, to Benmore,
w(s). Clerical Officer D,V.CHATINEY from Cardiff to Bristol.

Hewcomers to the Department are: Executive Officers liss B,E.WALLIS to NE(E);
£.W.ROLFE to SE(E). Clerical Officers J.F.BLACK to W(S); M. WITCHELL to E(S);
P.GRIEVE to S(S); L.C. WAITS to SW(E); J.G.FRANCIS to S(W); G.W.DUTHIE to H.Q.

## OLDITIES OUR PsRAGKAPH recording certain oddities which have been noticed

by readers has brought forth the following from Glasgow: "Of curious
things witnessed, a correspondent writes of a small boy being seen in a local tramcar,
sitting with a domestic utensil firmly jammed on his head. The embarrassed mother was
taking him to the Infirmary to have the offending article removed,"

TJ?RJ IS £ SLASHEH CORRESPOMDENT TN EACH DIRECTORATE AND CONSEKVANCY OFFICE.
Sn KMUP HIM %EII-SUP?LILD WITH QONERIBUTIONS. y DON'T EE YOUR TERRITORY BE OUT
OF THE NEWS.




