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NE-r-RLY 54,000 ACRES PL-uNIED IN F.Y.50

PREVIOUS YEAR'S FIGURES EXCEEDED BY
ilidOST 10,000 -iCRES

Commission News
august, 1951*

THE COMMISSIONERS' 51st annual Report, which
has just been published and covers the Forest
Year 1950, contains some encouraging news.
For example:

The area planted during year was 53,737 acres (England 17,728 acres; Scotland
24,545; Wales 11,664), almost 10,000 acres greater than in the previous year.

! !
! DEATH 0F_MR. -r-.L. FELTONi ■“ .... i

HIS NUMEROUS ER TENDS will learn with profound J
regret of the death last month, of Mr. A.L., EELTON J
formerly Conservator, South East England, little !
more than two years after his retirement.

Mr. Felton, who resided at Sutton Mallet, |

Somerset, was 67. He joined the Department in
j 1920, the year after the establishment of the j
j Forestry Commission, and was appointed Instructor ;
i at the Dean School. In 1926 he was appointed
• Divisional Officer in South East England, serving J
• during the war with H.T.P.D. He was appointed toj
j Conservator rank in 1946 and took up his duties

in South East England in March, 1947* In 1949, :
,1 the year of his retirement, he received an O.B.E. '
! in recognition of his services to the Department !
J and to forestry generally, •
i______ _____________ _____ __ ____________ i

This planting, in fact,
represented the biggest area to
be placed under plantations in
any year since the establishment
of the Commission in 1919 and
undoubtedly reflects gr<jat credit
on all concerned. It was achieved
in a season when, to quote the
Report, "the abnormal rainfall was
a great hindrance to all forest
operations".

In making the new plantations,
and replacing failures in recently
formed plantations, more than
108 million young forest trees were
used - about two trees per head for
the population of Britain.

Substantial progress was made
in re-stocking devastated woodlands,
for of the total area planted in
the year 16,382 acres represented

planting on land which had formerly carried a tree crop. In this connection it is
of interest that in the three years 1948 - 1950 nearly 42,000 acres of foiled or
devastated woodland have, been re-stocked or replanted by the Commission, while private
owners are estimated to have planted 40,000 acres, most of which was old woodland.
There are no gr junds for complacency, however. "It is still clear", says the Report,
"that effective progress in the rehabilitation of old woodlands is far too slow".
More than 21 ,000 acres of this typo of land is included in the 61 ,000 acres of
plantable land acquired oy the Commissioners during the year.

The Report mentions two acquisitions (not included in the 1950 acquisition figures)
of note. The first is Fasnakylc, together with part of the adjoining Affric estate,
in Inverness-shire, and the second part of the Clumber Estate in Nottinghamshire.
Thu Fasnakylc and mffric properties have a total area of more than 54,000 acres and
include over 6,000 acres of natural Scots pine and birch forest, remnants of the once
extensive Caledonian Forest of the Highlands. The Commissioners considered it was
in the national interest that these "uniquely interesting and beautiful woods" should
be acquired and managed with due regard to their special character.

Much of the Clumber Estate, in the Dukerics, passed
of the National Trust, from whom the Commissioners have
woodland for replanting, together with 50 acres of young

a few years ago into the hands
now leased 1,100 acres of
plantations.

** HIGHER xd\’D HIGHER UP THE MOUNTAIN

THORHTHWAITE CL^IM GOES BY THE BOARD

QUR REFERENCE in the June issue to planting
at a high elevation .(1,726 feet) in the
Lake District forest of Thornthwaite has
produced some interesting correspondence
and claims.

There are fairly successful plantings at elevations higher than that at
Thornthwaite, says Foreman H, STORER. At Bcddgelert, in North Wales, on the high
elevation experiment , there are three species - Sitka, Japanese larch and Lodgepole
pine - which have survived 22 years in the most exposed site imaginable at 1,850 feet.

few beech, although making slow progress are to be seen at the same elevation.



T'lIo compartment adj ..in in,- the experiment is planted up to 1 ,800 foet with Sitka,
and practically all the P.50 planting in the area has been at above 1,250 feet.

From another source in North Wales comes the statement that "as the normal planting
link." in that part of the world is in the region of 1 ,600 feet, a list of satisfactory
plantations formed higher than 1,500 feet "would more than fill several issues of The
Slasher". The highest planting in the North Wales Conservancy, says our correspondent,
is at Radnor, where plantations arc doing reasonably well at 1,900 feet.

Row heed Forester T. H. LEWIS. In ny forest of Mynydd Ddu, in Breconshire, in
thv South Wales Conservancy (he writes) I have plantations of Sitka growing successfully
at 1,910 feet. The average height in one compartment, planted in 1935, is 12J feet;
growth has averaged 15 inches per year for the past two years. In another compartment
(p.39) the average height is 9j? feet, the average growth being 13 inches annually for
the last two years.

Forester Lewis has been good enough to describe the condition of other compartments
in his forest, the elevations of which vary from 1,360 feet to 1,870 feet.

.-.nd a note from the North Wales Conservancy office says that in case there are
any other pending challenges to Thornthwaite^ in F. Y. 52 planting at Mynydd Ddu will

reach a height of well over 2,000 feet.

** SIDELIGHTS ON THE R0Y«L SHOW THE OUTDOOR DISPLAY at the Royal Show at Cambridge
included, among other exhibits, a plot designed

RABBIT HOLE REALISM to show rabbit damage to an improperly fenced
plantation, So realistic was this that members

of the Conservancy staff were entertained by the sight of a dog endeavouring, with
gusto, to dig its way into one of the "rabbit holes".'

.Several novel features were to be seen in the Forestry Commission section. A
hut eventually intended for use as a forest office at High Lodge, Thetford, was
transformed into a most realistic replica, to two-thirds scale, of a Forester's house,
and attracted a great deal of attention.

The 50-ft. flag-pole, formerly a handsome Norway spruce in East xinglia, was
sold five minutes after erection.

The indoor exhibit was visited by Her Majesty the Queen and the Princess Royal.
The Queen spent some minutes at the "Know Y-our Trees" device, and in pressing all
dozen or so buttons failed not once correctly to identify the trees of her choice.

** SCHOOL STUDENTS aND A FESTIVAL EACH SUMMER there takes place at Peebles the
Beltane Festival, an event full of pageantry and

PRIES GOES TO GLENTRESS colour. It includes the Riding of the Marches,
sports, dancing, and crowning of a schoolgirl

"Queen" and a procession of fancy dress and decorated lorries. This year, in the last
named section, Glentress School succeeded in winning a prize with a humorous tableau
depicting the dire consequences of poaching, under the new legislation dealing with
fishing. ' The tableau,which well merited the award, included - realistic gallows
and gory executioner"s block and axe.

** NOTE OR RAviES AND SOMETHING THERE MAY HE other views on the subject, but
ABOUT THEIR MEANING we believe we are right in saying that most

.surnames fall into four groups;

(a) Patronymics. That is, the Christian name of a man's father, hence (to mention
the names of certain members of the Commission):

MacDONALD - Son (Mac) of Donald. WILLLsMSON - Son of William. BOWEN - Short
for ab ('Son of, in Welsh), Owain (Welsh spellingof Owen).

(b) Name of the home or birthplace of man's ancestors. For example:

WALLINGTON: 1<L»RT INDALE: SALISBURY.

(c) ancestor's trade or occupation, or based thereon:

TURNER: TAYLOR: BUTCHER: BaKER: FORRESTER.
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(d) Som^ personal feature of the ancestor, i.e.,

BROWN, implying. dark complexion; REDHEAD: BE-UiD: SMALL. There are less obvious
examples. The meaning of other names which occur among members of the staff may be:

EBSTER - Scuts for a weaver; HE-dLEY - from the old Irish O'heilidh, meaning son of the
deer or fle-t of foot; MACINTYRE, from the Gaelic mac an t'Saoir, son of the carpenter;
P-dLER, the palmer - a pilgrim to the Holy Land; NELMES, from the 01c English "atten
elm" - at the elm (tree); SOUNDERS, the son of Alexander, from the old nickname Sander
or Sounder; STOCKS, he who dwells near the stock (large tree trunk or clump of tree
trunks); C-JjMAN, son of Caedmon - an old north country name, or may be from cade-man -
a maker of cades (casks or barrels); CH..PLIN, the chaplain.

** THE STATE FOREST OF CANNOCK CHASE THE FORMATION of a forest which will eventually
"restore to Cannock Chase »

' FORMED ON "HITHERTO UNPRODUCTIVE UPLANDS" some of the sylvan scenery it possessed in
Norman and mediaeval times" is described in

the seventh booklet in the series which the Commission is producing about the
larger State forests. It deals, of course, with the formation of Cannock Chase Forest,
which is situated between the county town of Stafford and the busy industrial district
around Cannock, Walsall and Wolverhampton.

The forest now occupies 6,000 acres of high op^n moorlands, which contrast strangely
with the fertile agricultural land to the east, north and west, and the mining and
manufacturing towns that border closely un the south. Since 1921 the Forestry
Commission has established extensive plantations, mostly of the native Scots pine, on
these "hitherto unproductive" uplands, and now the first yields of poles and pitprops
are becoming available for local use. Most of the plantations vary in age from 14
to 30 years, and in height from 10 to 40 ft.

The plantations, says the booklet, "hove already begun to supply pitprops to the
big coalmines that tap the deeply buried seams of the Cannock coalfield; the coal
actually lies below the forest and v^ry little transport is needed to take the props
from the point where they have grown to the coal face where they are to be used."

Some 55 people are regularly employed in Cannock Chase Forest, a third being the
womeh who undertake th^ li hter woik such as that in the forest tree nursery, or the
weeding and "brushing" of plantations. When the Forestry Commission first began
its operations here, these Cannock Chase lands provided little or no regular employ­
ment except for two or three gamekeepers.

The Cannock Chase part of Staffordshire is said to have been one of the last
Midland districts to be settled by . the Aiglo-Saxons. Domesday Book, circa 1086, shows
that the Chase had passed into the ownership of William the Conqueror. The entry
runs: "The King holds Cannock  The wood is IV miles wide and III miles
long. In the time of King Edward it paid nothing. Now it is worth XX shillings."

** THE FORESTRY COMMISSION TIE HE H-.VE BEEN x-.SKED to point out that the address
from which Forestry Commission ties are. available

is 37, St. Mary jjee, London, E>C.3,-nd not 27 as recently stated in The Slasher.

** 25 YEARS WITHOUT SICK LE^VE HE UNDERSTAND thatD.O. R. CORNELL (SW,E) has com­
pleted 25 years unbroken service with the Department

without absence through sickness. We hasten to congratulate Mr. Cornell on his
record and express the earnest wish that his good health will continue for mapy years.
Incidentally, is this a record?

** THE LAST WOLF IN ’.'LJ7SS THERE IS an old oak on the edge of Goytre Forest,
in South Wales, which is a landmark in the

a GOYTRE LEGEND district, According to legend it was at the
foot of this tree that the last v/olf in Wales

was killed. The legend is attached to the trunk and Forester D. J. EV-tiNS has been
good enough to send us a copy. It is worth reproducing:
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IHEDLF THxiT WAS KILLED AT GOYTREY

"His shaggy hide of dusty grey 5-
Is bloodied, seamed and torn,
By hunters spear and gripping trap
dy crag and stake and thorn.
His jaws are working till the foam
Is churned like ocean spray.
His lurid eyes have gleams within
Jnlike all light of day.

But yesteraorn he sallied forth,
He and his mate to sieze
Some ragged bone or sucking babe
His ravenous oro.od t1 appease.
The She-Wolf slain he fled amain 6.
To hunger and despair
x.nd strewed the limbs of his torn cubs
Lost night about his lair.

Ho.’ bring the wolf staves from the wall,
Sec that your knives are keen,
Come men of hearts and sinews strong
No child's play this, I wean.
Send through the land and moke them come 7-
This touches great and small.
x^nd bid the good old Squire of Gwent
To meet at Goytrey Hall.

Rides Williams from Llangibby,
Rides Lewis from St. Pierro,
xihd Morgan for the nobler game
Quits his ancestral deer.
The Herbert race of Fiery soul
Could not be absent then,
.xud Cli- fords feel the Norman blood
Rush through their hearts again.

Thu wolf dog’s bay was heard that day
Through many a wood and glen.
Three times they swam the floodied Usl$
Throe, times they topped Garnwen.
Mamhilad sees them reckless ride
Her sloping sides along.
Up Trefthyn hill the gray wolf still
Swings onward fierce and strong,
Till mad to find that still behind
The rout and turmoil swell.
Through brake and flood of Goytrey Wood
He rushes fierce and fell.

Scraping his paws, grinding his jaws,
Fresh lightning in his eye,
Both hound one man shall shrewdly know
When comes his turn to die.
Kith glistening t-eth and blazing eyes
And with a panther's spring.
The foremost hunter sees him leap
Within his wolf staff's swing.

A shout, a blow and writhing low
The monster spun around.
But darting up he grips his foe
•and both are on the ground.
Man, dogs and beast in the thickets

dense
Stuck, wrestled, bit and tore;
Till rolled against a jutting crag
The panting hunter bore

8. The wolf's head back and brake his neck.
Dead the last robber lay.
But Herbert went from the gray wolf's grip
Lame to his dying day.
Now hang the wolf staves on the wall
To take them down no more,
Save when our sons w>uld tell their sons
Of stalwart deeds of yore."

** TRANSFERS THE FOLLOWING TRANSFERS have been reported to Headquarters:
District Officers J. F. OSMASTON from Cambridge, E(E), to Princes

Risborough, E(e); A. W.L.GUILE from Isle of Wight, New, to Bristol, SW(e); A.H.H.WHITE
from York, NE(E), to Bristol, Foresters E.R. FRANCIS from Dalton, NN(E)to Grizedale,
NW(E); R.L.BaIRD from Allerston, NE(E), to Harwood, NE(e). Foremen J,M.RIDDELL from
Glenrigh, N(S), to Nevis, N(s); C. J. MacPHEE from Research, Fort Augustus, to Benmore,
W(S). Clerical Officer D.V.CHAINEY from Cardiff to'Bristol.

Newcomers to the Department are: Executive Officers Miss B.E.WALLIS to NE(E);
A. K.ROLFE to SE(E). Clerical Officers J.F.BLACK to W(S); M. MITCHELL to E(S);
P.GRIEVE to S(S); L.C. WAITS to SW(E); J.G.FRANCIS to S(W); G.W.DUTHIE to H.Q.

** ODDITIES OUR PARAGRAPH recording certain oddities which have been noticed
by readers has brought forth the following from Glasgow: "Of curious

things witnessed, a correspondent v/rites of a Small boy being seen in a local tramcar,
sitting with a domestic utensil firmly jammed on his head. The embarrassed mother was
taking him to the Infirmary to have the offending article removed."

THERE IS A SLASHER CORRESPONDENT^ IN EACH DIRECTORATE AND CONSERVANCY OFFICE.
PLEASE' ALEP him '^uTSOTPL® .^TlTcONffiMUTIONS.^ /-.PPJ'HX LET JOUR_TERMTORY,BE OUT

OF THE NEWS.


