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THOSE FLYING SAUCERS AN INTERESTING "FOLLOYW-UP" has been received to last month's
siory about Flying Saucers. irse J. W, BOWDITCH, clerk at
PHENO.FNA SHEN RO Brecon Forest, South Wales, tells us of an unusual sight
S. WalES FOREST witnesscd at one and the same time by no fewer than tuclve
Forcstry Comnission employecs. "ile travelling to work

to-day (24th Movemb.i) on the transvort lorry" (writes ir. Bowditch), "my attention was
dravm by a incmbor of our party to a strange object travelling in the sky towards Brecon.
It was flying at about 1,000 fcot and moving at a great speed, and was similar in shape
to an airship, cxcert that it mccmed to have a flat top. The lorry was stopped and the
wholc twclve of us werce able to sce the object and to kecp it in view for what must have
been = distance of five or six miles. Whatever the object was, it cmitted no sound."

e R R R R R R R T T T | Our coirespondent points out
KILIED IN KOREA that Brecon is nearly 3,000 feet
U ) above sea level, and adds: "The
majority of the party -is strictly
tectotall . In view of the
time of day that the incident occurred
the last scntence of ilr. Bowditch's
statement may, we feel, be regarded
as somewhat suporfluous!

! It is with proifound regret that we have to
| announce the dcath cf ALASDATR iacDONALD ANNAN,
forest Yorker at GL.TBRITTLE, torth Scotland,
who has been killed in Korea.

Torgst Work.er snmnan commenced his employment
in the forest in July, 1948, and was called up in
the autunn of the following year. He was educated
at Portrcec Sccondary School and intended making
forestry his carcecr. His fcllow workers knew him
as 2 kcen, intelligent lad, and he is mourned by
the entire forust staff,

RARE PLANTS IN PEMBREY FOREST
MBS OF OTHEK "FINDS"

WE REFEARED LAST «ONTH to the
discovery at Pembrey Forest, South
Wales, of a plant - SISYRINCIIUL
ANGUSTIFOLIUM #ILL - which, it was
thought, had not previously becen
recorded elsewhere in the country.
Now Head Forester G. W. HOLLIS, of
Arundel Forest, Soutn sast fngland, tells us of other rare finds vwhich have becn made at
Pembray. I spent 10 years ot Pembrey, he states, and cairied out the initial programine
of fixation and afforestztion. During that period I found four quite rare plants, namely:

Te take this opportunity to pay our own humble
tribute to onc wno, althougih so young in ycars, has
been cziled upon to make the great sacrifice.

GsUR4 COCCINEA, s native of Texas, naturalised in eastern areas of U.des., but
ngver beforc rccorded in the British Isles.

mUSCKRI COL0SUw or Grape-hyacinth, 4 native of Southern Europe and hitherto
unrccorded in Cermarthenshire.

LITHOSPLit{Uii OFFICIIuLE or Gromwell. Not previously reported frcm within the county
of Carimarthen, yet quite comnon at Pembrey.

ZUPHORBL:: CYPARTSSI.LS. .. feathery foliage spurge, not previously reported in
Carmarthcenshirce,

Other rore flow rs to be found =2t Pembrey wore ERIGERON CoNAIENSE, or Canadian Fleabane,
and SILENE CONIC., or oStricted Catchfly. The species Gaura coccinea wes, at the request
of the Chicf Reseorch 0fficer of the time, transferred to Culbin Forest, East Scotland;
it would be intcresting to mow if the removel proved successful.

¥¥E W)iEST WORKERS' SUCCESS NO FEVER THuMN cleven forest workers at Kielder, North Rast
IEnglond, learned recently that they have obt:ined the
TYELVE (ISLDER EN GeIlN Wondman's Certificate of the Royzl Forestry Society of
WOOLiinl!'S CEKTINIC.TE Bngland =na Wales. They arc: Kielder beat - il.J.ROBSON,
W,B. CILRTERS, W.D.FORSTER, N. CUxRY, R.S. IEE, .., STERL,
i. TAURINS and ... . Y8IR; Vhickhope - J. W. COWLEY; Plashetts - s, TuYLOR, R. W. BLnCKYWELL.

The men's success was the result of much study, undertaken voluntarily out of working
4 Course was run on two cvenings & week and was organised by lorester iM.T.TURNBULL,

hourss,
s 2hlv nassisted by 21l Foresters at Kiclder, and by the District Officers. The
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CLRBSUE o ropuiacly 2uvonded sy 40 workers, znd of ths twelve wno'decidzd-tncy Xnew
enough to taks the cxamination glvvcn, ag alrendy stated, wors successiul.

There can be no doubt that the coursce has stimulated intsrest in forcestry as o way
of lifc cs oppoased to 2 means oF livelihood, snd those worksrs wind 90k part acve neloed
considerably towsrds the establishment 21 2 cadreé oFf trained woodmen, v%ich British fmrestry
50 badly nceds., Six of the successiul men hope to cbtain the Forcster 's Ce rtl;lc 8 of
the smme bociety, snd it is proposcd t2 run 2 further course for tane Yoodman's Certificats
next suwaer, It reucins to be said that the whole scheme has becn developed =ané cncoursged
by Listrict Officer P. F. GARTHILIT2, of Kieclder,

= COMSTLRLWIION IN THE IE.N THE 1TulsSPHOis INST:LL-TION ot YWhitemead Park, in wne Lcan,

was being changed becauss of a switcn-round of office ronms.
SHORT STORY LEOUT .. TSLECRLPH One axturnoon the Deputy Surveyor (ur. J. Q. “ILLIw{SOI)

POLE went out into the forest, knowing that on his return the

change-over would be completed. Imaginb, tnen, his horror
on his return to find, opoosite the office, 2 brand-new sparkling uetal telegrapn volc.
Visions of "le g—“ulls" inawnoracle ("¥ou don't trust your owm poles, cq°”) flashed thaough
ais mind. Fortunately tiw Telephone lianager nhod a sense of humour and agreed to zcplace
the metoel mongtrosity with o goosd-looking, well-pickled but ntherwise respectable Scots pine.

=

T LNLLL CABUALTIES ON T8 ROaD. «UCH PULLICITY has been righils ¢ ce i *oaords tas preverton
of road acecidents in which humans are involved, but the

SOr® FIGURES FRO: MW TOREST cxtent to which mortality occurs among animal road users
is not gensrally reoliscd. In the New Porest fairly

large numbcrs of cattle ané forost ponics are depastured on the 46,J0C zcres or so of

Open Forest and Unercloscd Wy>dlond, and as many of the roads zre unfenced it is no

surprising that thesce znimcls are sometimes killed by motorists.

Our wild decer. writes wr. O, HOOX, a Clerk in the Mew, includ. Rod, oliow, Juncnese
Sika and Roe, and these, too, somefimes suffer a sad fate an the road; 1-°3% jear s&en
deer are known to have been killed. I have records of the followinr roul dueaths in tne

New Forest during the past thrce years - three otters, killed ne2r btridzes; Tour norizers,

one of which (= boar) I found to weigh 27 1lbs; and two foxes, at least, 1 .33 un,
many Grey sguirrcls - those unwelcome intrud.rs whose invasicn of the New Forer” «-muimced

early in 1940 - werc killed, and in 1947 I found a single "road-side" specimen 1" the now
scarcs Red squirrel.

Hedgehogs, with us, ars a strictly local species, occurring in the m2in near vi®l es
and other built-up areas, and I have a record of 14 casuzlties in the thrbe years, ey
are quite cften killed. and once I found a dead Lesser Shrew, and once = Pipistrellie T:t.
Rabbits, especially young ones, arc freguent casualties, but hares only on rore ocaci
Birds, especially the smaller passcrines such as Chaffinch, Sparrow, Blue Tit and @cl
often 1l victim to medern reoad transport vehicles, usuelly during the mating seasc

among reptiles killed on the roads in the last three years I Have found threc wdders
and threc Graoss Snokes, while cvery Spring the amphibious Toad suffers heavily along 2 cer-
tain stretch of road which borders some shallow ponds, to which in March they migrat
in strength, In 1947 I counted no fewer than 123 dead in only 200 yards or so of rowd.

It would be intercsting to lecarn from readers of The Slasher whetier animal casualties
in their localities oppear agbnormal, and whether they can add to tac czoecies listed aboves

*E HE.1) FORESTER JEIR LaST MONTH we referred briefly to the rctirement from the
Lepartment of Head Forester .. B. TWTFE, whe at the age of

65 lecves tne Forestry Commdssion after 25 years service, and with 30 yeors experience as

a practising forcster. Coming to Kielder in 1932, he has ssen the plancations expand from

the corly tentative plontings at Smales to a forest of 30,0CC acres. Thus his woxik as

Forcster, and from 1938 as Head Forester, has coincided with the foruative phase of Lhwe

forsst, but as he leaves he sees new villages springing up and 2 netwerk of new roads being

mage to usher in the productive phase.

Before going to Brechfa ¥orest as o forcman in 1926, Mr. Welr was employed in private
estate forestry in South ~les, .5 stated last wonth, he was with H.T.P.D. during the
war 2nu, for his meritori~us s.rvices generally nnd to the Commission in particulnr lic
received the B.E.il.

It is good to lmow thut although kir, ‘eir has left the Commission his work as o forester
is by no weans ended, for he is taking up a Jjob as Forest Consultant wita Northerr Fovest
Products; with Dedication in full swing his "retirement” is likely to be a busy ono. We
are at onz in wishing ne and Mrs, Weir all happiness in the future, Incidentally th:ir son,
alfred, is now at Glentress Forester Training School.
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AR LCCIDEMY IN THi FOReST FusD FORESTed T. k., aNDeASON sustained a fractured leg in an
accident which occurred recently in Wykeham Ferest, North kast

HeaDd MOxeSTer HURT sngzland; o feature of the unfortunate event was the difficulty
experienced in obteining help and in semoving lir. anderson over
hilly country.

Foles were being "tushed" dovm a steep slope at the time of the accident., The hook
of the cable slipped out of the tushing chain ring, and hit i, #nderson, causing a
fracture below the knee, Leaving him in the care of two forest workers, Forester ‘7, R.GOUGH
clizbed a onc'in three gradient to his van half a mile away, and drove to the forest cifice
al furnthenimile distant, He 'phoncd the homes of both local doctors, only to find they
viere out, ana then the tclephone rcfuscd to function, From the local Post Office, another
two and a hal? milcs on, he was <ble to telephone for an ambulance from Scarborough, and
arranged to mect it scven mniles away at Hackness, On arrival at the forest it was possible
for thc ambulance men to back their vehicle to within about three quarters of a mile of
the scene of the accident., After being «ade as comfortable as possible kir, Anderson was
ca ricd by stretcher to the ambulance, thc journcy being made over a route which involved
the teller carriers walking on ong side and the shcrt men on the other, in order to kcep
the patient on an "even keol', Ir. andcrson vias cventually conveyed to Scarborough
Hospital and, wc¢ undorstand, is now making a good recovery,

¥E STARF MOVEHENTS TRa SPukS REPORTED TO HeaDQUARTERS by the end of November were:
Head forcsters W, J. HALE from Dean School to Hazelboraugh, E(E)
"J. D. ROBBIL from 8pecymouth, &.(S), to Blackhall, n(S); G. F. BiaSLEY from Hazelborough to
Kielder, IE(L). Foresters "Ri 4. sLLISON from Pitmedden, (S), to Speymouth;
W. J. HUMEH«ILS from Quantocks, S.W.(E) to Dunster, S.W.(k); D,M. #cLrOD from Assich, N(S)
to Fariguig, N(3); D. B. CRAWFORD from Tentsmuir, Z(S), to Fitmedden; . H, PaCEY from
Blackhall to Blackecraig, ®(S); J. K. ReID from Blackeraig to Glenerrochty, E(S);
C. 1L, WHIIk from Rannock, LE(S); to iheillour, E(3);D. MaRNOCH from hiellour to Alltcailleach,
E(S); i MaCRan from Farigaig to A sich, N(S); J, F, BOVEN from ilonmouth, S(W¥),to St. asaph
N(W); J. DaY from B.wtry, N x), to Clipstone, NW(k). Foremen E,LrYSHON from Holden, sw(}ﬁ,
to alice Holt; «,J.DUNCaN from Craigvinean, E(S), to Monaughty, E(S).

Essistant Lngincer J, M WWLLSON from Dircctor,=ngland, London, to Lightmoor Depot.
Clerk of Works R, E, faB3LwY from Bruton, SW(&), to Wareham, SW(E)., Executive Officer
L, H, GRINSYIED froimn ,hrcwsbury to Bristol,

Hlewcomers to the Department are: District Officers D. a. MITHEN to Gravetye, SE(E);
a. MOSS to Benmore W(S); J. r. NEVTON to Devizes, SW(s); P. J. LilNCLEY to Santon Downham,
E(E); J. P, MeilamRa to Choster, NW(E); G. a. DeY to aberdeen, 1(S); P. H, MaNNING to
Cambridge, ®(s&); V. B. SIDE to Woking, SE(E); F. J. DOMAID to aberdeen, n(S).  Foreman
I, 4, FaLCOIR to Dean, =wssistant mngi cer D. C. ROS3S to Benmore, Clerical Officers
G. e C. BlnlHall to 2ristol; =R. R. CaaiCK, R, C. McLEnN, J, R, MuXWELL and iiiss B. STENaRT
to Dumfries; J, G, ¥RITChaRD to Chester; R. W. “LSTER to New; L. R, LVeSDEN to York;
K. p. KI.T:RIDGE to Cambridge; J. B. S, ..UDY to Hesdquarters; Miss T. 4. "YaIT to Woking;
liss J. WILCOCK to Chester,

#E AN UNUSU-L SITE s BIRCH TREW, 10 feet high, can be seen growing from the side
of an old disused, stone-built windmill ncar Shouldham village,
TREL GROWS FROM WINDMILL  in Norfolk, Do readers know of any other unusual sites?

#i, TCE FOR IT  VISITORS TO THu FESTIVaL OF BRITAIN exhibition, to be stuged in London on
the South Bunk of thc¢ Thames, should look out for a flagpole provided
by the Forestry -Commission, This comes from a finc specimen of larch

which was planted in the Hew Forest in 1868, only 17 years ofter the first Festival., The

dimensions of the pole are: 1length, 70 fect; butt, 11 inches; top, five inches, It
contains 21 cubic fcet of timbcer.

T nINFLIL &1 HaRIKNOTT Tk TOTaLl RaINFALL over Hardknott Forest, North West wngland,
in F, ¥,50 was 116.1 inches, for this informmtion we are
indecbted to Forester ile MURR.Y, who gives us some further
interestin: focts, for cxample, the highest rainfall on any day was 4,25 inches (Septcmber
7th). Scvptenber was the wettest month, with a total of 20.1 inches; iiay was the driest
mnth, with only 3,15 inchces, Yhere were 116 days without rain,

Believe it or not, the year's rainfall at Hardknott represents 2,631,692 gallons
(11,616 tons) per zere,

How, readers, ar. thero any unusual features about the rainfall at your forests?
Which, in F.Y.50,had the highest rainfall, end which thc lowest?  We believe Culbin,
the forest formed on sand dunes on the southern shore of the itoray irth, may have
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established something of & rccord, for there sunshine is particulsrly gensrous,..@nd ths
average fall is of tre ord.r of only 25 inches a year,

*¥% 50T JOB HEICENTLY A nULBER OF EA-R.AF. AUTS, in need of repair snd renova-
tion, were reccivead at onz of the Commission's Lepots.s There was
a LEPOT INTSHLULE somc speculation esmong ths personnel =s to the future of thess huts,
and somcone decided that tne Commission intcnded to set them up in
the forest and use theim -5 owiss chzlets. So instead of being called nuts they were
vopularly refexrcd to as chalets,

The foreman dotailecd someone to paint them; there must have been & misunderstanding
somewhere, however, becausc when the time sheet of the workman was received it read:
"To painting shzllots - 3 hours."

XL TRY THIS AT YOUR PARDY . CORRES®ONLENT has sent along the following little
competition, the idea being to f£ill in ths gaps with the
names of Forestry Comnission officers. In certain instances

one name deénctes two words. Hach dot signifies a lettor. Solution will bs given next

month. Toe sugzestion is made that similar coupetitions, with the substitution of

Conss¢rvancy namcs, lmight ve ncld 2t office parties this season.

"Good .;..“, veseseoe Crusoe exclaimed as he inspscted the hundred .... lamp that
he discovircd amon; somc drift »... on thne shore, "This will add to my «eseesy
and will certainly ...., the interest of thnat not sO +see oooe. Man Friday."

Now ¥riday was csplack as th2t ... of omen, the «vsus, and could at «e.e but soeeenss
the unfamili-r ooject in his hand in wondcrment. £t this juncture his attention

is distractea by 2 +o.. - .v the ground and, tripping over 2 viece of veves sene

the eess 103N 4sescees. the bulb to smithereens. This clumsiness serves only to

¢oe. his companion who, although whistling "Annic +....¢", 1s secretly hoping that
ne will, with the help of ... ... through his difficulties. To Friday's protesta=
tions he comments in simple, almost pigeon, English "You 20 seve seeeald”

EACONSERVANCY STAFF VISITS A FOREST IEMBERS OF THE STAFF of the North East England
: Conscrvancy oifice recently visited Allerston

Forest, and spent an interesting and instructive
time, The Conservator, ¥ir, A, C. CONNELL, was nelped by District Officer E. il. CONDER
in showing the party round, Various forest operations were scen, and considerable interest
was shown in the Forest Workers Holdings., For many this was the [irst sight of a State
forest, end the opinion was unanimous th2t the visit would prove of great help to the
staif in carrying oul their normal duties.

% COSSTR YE HEak THaT ifiss WARGARET ENEVER, of the office of Director, England,
is sporting an cngagement ring; the prospectivs bridegroom is TONY PETTITT,
of the same office. We tender our best wishes to them and in so doing are
reminded that Tony Pettitt and his fiancee were the 1949-50 Chairman and Vice-chairman
respectively of tne Forestry Comrission branch of the Civil Service Clerical ~ssociation.

CONGRATUL&TIONE to Forecster D. K. HARVEY, of Ringwood, on his marriage to iliss
D, HAYRES,

¥#® LRIVER JOINS VETERAl £OTOK STS' CLUB & DRIVER AT ~#PLEFORTH FOREST, North East England,
nas Jjoined the Veteran Motorists' Club after
VENT~FOUR YEarS WITHCUT AN ACCIDENT driving for 24 ycars without an accident. He
is ifir. W, BROWN, whosc record includes nearly
four years' driving with the Forestry Commission, six years with haulage firms, seven
years as a private chauffeur, four years' public service driving and threc years' driving
2s a garagc hand, Has 2ny other forest a driver who can equal this record?

¥¥,.NOTHER FISH STORY- # STORY OF s FISHERMaN'S FRUSTRATION comes from Farester

W. L. McCaVISH, of Whickhope, North East England, For the
15 TROUT OF WHIC~.OPZ BURN  past two years, he writes, an o1d trout living in a pool in

the Whickhope Burn has managed to svade my efforts to land
it, although I have hcoked it twice. It was therefore with keen anticipation that I
started fisning this season, believing that there m ght be a case of "third time lucky'.
But alas, new and scientific ‘methods of fishing were brought to us in the form of the
road-making excavator. This just lowcred its grab into the pool and, in the third grab-
load, took out the trout. Jhe fish wus loaded with the grovel into a lorry, transyported
for a mile or 30 and then, still full of life, was deposited at tne feet of an astonished
Polish road-worker wio immedistely confiscated it for his supper. It weighed about a
paund ard measurud 12 inches from head to toil,



