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TALKTNG OF S{UIRRELS FOLLOYWIIG OUR REMARKS LAST MOITH about
Sciurus Vulgaris and Sciurus Carolinepsis, a

THEY ARE GOOD TO EAT number of readers have written to say they have

_ eaten the former and found it good to the taste,
MR, G.B. RYLE, Conservator at the Office of Director, England, says: "Of course Grey

squirrels are good to eew, Personally, I prefer them to ravdhit, and we stew them in
precisely the same maxnner, Onc squirrcl mekes quite an adeguate meal for one person,
but its value does noi end therc, iy family bas tried glove-making with the skins,

Lack of technical skill in the manufacture, and not unsuitability of the matcrial, has
been the cause of & somewhat 'ancient Briton' appearance of the finished articles, In
the 30thsReigate Scout Troop,however, my boy's squirrel-skin knifc sheath is the cavy of
his companions,"

MR, R,F. WOOD, Silviculturist (S), says he and a
fricnd tried a pair of squirrels some timc ago -- "mainly to tcasc our respective wives,
wno considered it a disgusting procedurc on a par with cammibalism," The squiricls
werc treated as though they were rabbits and werc cooked in a casscrole,.  "Personolly,"
gocs on our corrcspondent, "I thought them pretty well indistinguishable from rabbit,
perheps rather good rabbit,"

Another correspondent says it appcars that 50
years ago squirrel (prcsumobly Red squirrel) was & popular dish in New Forest, for there
lads took part in an old "sport" called Cock Scuoyling, which involved hunting the
squirrel with s{iclis and stoncs as a preludc to its being boked in a pie, Reference to
the "sport" is made in an 0ld guide book ("The Mew Forest: Its History and Scenery! by
Wise, 1862), How it derived its name we do not know, although we belicve a scuoyle to
be a short stick loaded with lead at onc end,

Finally, do you know that (according to good
euthority) if you put a squirrel's tail in your pocket it will alvays climb out? You
should try it some time,

*%FOREST MECHAITISATION TESTS AiE DPROCZEDING AT THORNTHWAITE FOREST,
North /cst Englond, with a prototypc power-
ROPEWAY TESTS AT THORNIHVAITE onerated ropeway, and while it is too soon to

pronounce judgmont, these ficld trials are
ccertainly proving of intcrest., There is no doubt, of course, that the thinning programme
is likely to call for considcravlc devclopment in the ropeway form of cxtraction.

THE DOUBLE-HEADED ADDER mhe specification vo meet present rcquirc-
--------- ments has been teken as calling for a range of up

to 600 yards; ability to operasc over any lilely
AN ADDER has been found in Allcerston| gradient; capacity bo transport up to three tons
Forest, North East England, which has| an hour; and ability to be dismantled and re-
two perfectly-formed heads, includingy crected on an adjacent site in two days. The
of course, two pairs of eyes and two | ropeway consists of a main cable of three-quarter

mouths, inch diamctcr, which is tensioned by a hand vinch
between ground anchors at top and bottom,
It is now bottled and in the Intcermediote supports with self-centring hangers
vossession of Forest Worker G,GOUGH, | support the main cable as regquired by the
who was in the company of Forcst conditioas of the site, while the double bogic
Worker H, STEPHELSON when the snake carriage on the cable is provided with hoists to
was found. 1ift the load from the ground for heights up

to 20 fccet. 4 power driven winch is sited at the
top of the slope to haul up the empty carriage or
to0 haul up %the load in case of uphill extraction. This ~inch is mounted on skids ant?.

is able to haul itsclf into position, using its own threc-eighth inch diameter operating
cable, Power is supplied by a 10 h.p. air-ccoled engine, through a h-speed gearbox and
clutch to the opcrating drum,

The sitc at Thornthwaite is a‘l;.OO‘—yard. long slope
of 30 decgrecs on Dodd Fell, % is hoped there will be morc to be said apbout these
%ests in the not too distant futurec,



*% LIFEPIME IN THE DEAN AFTLR TISARLY IALF A CENTURY I THE SERVICE OF
v CRO'I, Mre T.W. MOARIS -~ Gl MORRIS of The
SETIREZENY  OF MR, 7,77 MORWIS Dcan to his host of friends -=- has retired, At

a rcceat luncheon Forcsters, Foremen and Clcriccl
staff alike gothered to ovoy him homage and to wish him well, and to sce him prescnted A
on thoir bchalf with o handsome walnut bureau.

tir, Morris commenced work in the Dean in 1903 as
a boy clerk and, following war scrvice in the Far Bast, hc became Chief Clerk in 1920,
succceding Mr, Rowland Hill, fathcer of the present Land Agent, Mr. J.E, Hill, By his
long and meritarious servioe hc has carricd on the traditions of his father, who was
Head Fercster in The Dean and who completed 52 ycars scrvice, and of his grandfather
who, as a Kecper, complcted 40 ycars,

During the last war Mr, Morris vms secconded %o
the Home imber Production Department as a Divisional Chief Clerk under Mr, W,D.RUSSELL,
now Conservavor, South iales, and subsequently moved to Bristol, He returancd to The
Deenr i 1947,

A special tribute to Mr, Morris was paid at %
luncheon by Mr, J, Q. WILLIAMSON, who said tlLat when he arrived at The Dean as Deputy
Surveyor Mr, Morris delayed his retirement in order to help him, He, Mr, Williamson,
hed first had the benef'it of lir, Morris's guidance when he had gone to The Dean as a
"rew" District Officer,

Mr, Horris' scrvices to the Crown and the
Forestry Commission werc also praised by lir. A,E. %ALKER, the Head Forester, and by Mr, Hill,
Land Agent, In reply, kir. Morris cxpressed his confidence that full support would be
given to his successor, Mr, F,C. REDD,

*¥UHE SIGN OF THE BROAD ARROW AS ALL OUR FIELD STAYF KNOW, the official symbol
of ownership brandcd on all toels used by the
4 FORESTRY CQDIMISSION TRADE MARK?  Deportment is the broad arrow together with the
letters "F,C.", thus: ,fw
F, Ce -
The origin of this symbol has aroused much
curious speculation, and it has gencrally becen assumcd among the rank and file that we
borrowed it from the fashioncble clothing worn at a well known penitentiaxry on the

outskirts of Dartmoor. But at last the truth is out, The correspondent of a Sunday
newspaper assures us that the broad arrow "was used by & collector of Customs in 1598
in Mewcastlc as a mark for goods scized", and "it was first used for marking timber in
the rorest of Dean in 1639." Thus the Department, as successors of those in charge of
the ancient Crowm Woods, has as good & claim as any to the broad arrow as its "trade
marl, "

The broad arrow, historians tecll us, was also
uscd in the North imerican colonies during the eightcenth century, as a merkion trees and
timber destined for the use of the Royal Navy. So essential was timber for ship-
building in those days that in 1772 ‘there was passed the Dockyerds Protection iect, which
says that anyonc setting fire to any of His liajesty's ships, ammunition, ropeyard or
timber for iHis Majesty's ships "shzll suffer death without beanefit of clergy."

Curiously cnough, this law is still on the Statute Book and the Prime liinister, Mr,ittlee,
pointed out in a recent debate that it could still be invoked in the case of sabotage,
Who can say that timber supplies are any less essential to our defence touay than they
werc in 17727 .

¥ %7ii0 IS UR OLDEST PENSIONER? NOT LONG AGO I WiS T LUNDHURST, in the New
Forest, writes Mr, H,# GULLIVER, Chief Clerk,

AN INTRODUCTION TO CILRLES HURST South East England, There I came across CILRLES -

; HURST, a former Head Keeper, who was tidying his

vife's grave, % vas anything but a varm day, but Charles was worling in his shirt- '

slecves and apparently he didn't feel the cold.

Now I joined the staff of the Forestry Commission
at the ILyndhurst Office in 1926 -- 24 years ago -=- and Charles Hurst had retired before
then, For many years I paid him his pension, which he rcgularly called for on quarter
days; punctually at half past two he would prescnt himself at the office, and our littlo
chat bccame an institution, How he loved to tell me about the "good old days" of



LT

Ixr. CUMBLRB.ICH, the HOU, GERLD L.SCELLES and lir. VERIO0N LiiZ3E -- all former Depubty
Surveyors of the iew I'orcst.

I knew Charles ilurst before I went to The
iing's Housc, for Lyndhurst was my home, andas Hcad Keeper he was a man to be reckoned
with -~ especially by boys in search of conies or looking for plovers! nests,

Well, once more we had me%, and we had opr chat
of days now more distant than ever, But it was the same old Charles Hurst; hail and
nearty and unchanged cxcept for his deafness, Suddenly I'realised again that here I
was with 2, years scrvice with the Commission and my companion already retired before I
started work, How old must he be?

Yes, Charles is "getting on', as they say in the
Rei  Re is 91, T wonder if he is the oldest pensioner, t would be interesting to
Iovr,

¥¥0Z DARGEST TREES IN THE WORLD HURE ARE A TFEV F4CTS +hich may be cf interest,
- particularly to thosc who talk zbout tices,

SEQUOIA 7HICH VEIGHS 6,000 TONS

The tallest tree in the world is belicved to be

the Founder frec, a redwood (Scquoia sempervirens) in Humboldt State Redwood BESR,

California, Its height in 1947 vas rccorded as 364 fcet,

The biggest tree is thought to be the General
Sherman Bigtree (Scouoia Jellingtonia), in the Sequoia National Park, California, It
is ncarly 115 foet in circumference and 273 feet in height., The weight of its stem,
braaches, foliage and root system has been estimated at over 6,000 tons, and its
volume more than 60,000 cubic feet, = The diamcter of the stem cight fect from the
ground is 27,4 fect, and at 100 feet from the ground it is 18,7 fcet. The diamcter
of the lergest branch (130 feet from the ground) is seven fect,

To guote Sir KATSER SHUMSILRE: "The oldest trec
in vhe world is at the conflucnce of the Ganges and the Jumma at Pyreg. It is called
Aksheya 3ata, or the banyan tree (Ficus Bengalensis), and it is 5,000 years old."

Thewre ere Scquoias in California which arc estimated to be between 3,000 and 4,000 yeors
old; "The Dragon Trce" of the Canary Islonds, blown over in 1868, was about 4,000 ycars
old.

In Britein, according to Dallimore and Jackson,
there arc a number of yews tue ages of which cxcced 1,000 years, .herc big trees orec
concerned H,L, EDLTV, in his "British Woodland Trces' (Batsford), says that a Douglas
fir in Powys Castle was 168 fect tall somc years ago; <+hat girths up to 20 fect and
heights up to 168 fect have been recorded for Silver firs,

X In the ncor future the forcgoing information, and
.additional facts, will bc aveilable on & steucilled shoet,  Aunyone interested in
obtaining & copy snould send & notc to the Information Officer at iheadquarters.

¥ %IRAVSFERS: ARRIVALS AND DEPARTURES  TRANSFERS iEPORTED TO HEADQUARIERS BY
30th SEPTEMBER: ;
Divisional Officer G.I.MACFENZIE from Chester, IH(E), to Director (Englend) London.
District Officers A. PATERSON from Direcctor, (Englend) London, to Cambridge E(L‘)
M.R.W. WILLILANS from Lourencekirk, E(S), to Banchory, E(S).” Head I'orestcy, J, CORBEIT
from illean, E(S), %o Craigvinean E(S). Foresters J. REID from Blackeraig,“E(S8), to
Allean, E(Ssz J.K. REID from Alltcailleach, B(S), %o Blackraig, * ':: K.B, LARVEY from
Research, Kielder, to Research, Edinburgh, TForcmen J, CRAMB from De:more, '.V(S)-,_ to
Glenbranter, W(S): J.&. WOOD from Myherin N(W), to St. Asaph, N(W): ILIL COLSON from
Brecon Forest, S(W), to Coed Coerdydd, S(W). Clerk of Works A, SHAW from te, S(8) to
Dunfries, S(Sj-t IZxecutive Officer ¥,C. REDD from Director, Englond, to Parkend; Dean.
Clericel Officers krs, E.L. VIRRIE from Cambridge, E(E), to Dumfries S(S): 4. REID
from Director, Scotlend, to Dunfries, S(S).

Newcomers to the Department are: Distiict Officer
R, PAULKFER, Rescarch, Edinburgh: TForeman A, POWELL, IJ(W): Clecrical Officers L.I.
BREVER, S’{I(E): L,7., IRVING, Finance, H.Q.; and &, OSWALLD, Estab., HeQs
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*¥, FORSST CIHMEO A FOZu3TER B, R. G, HiZiQ i
i R SETY POZu3TER 3,R. G, HILIOCD, of Collingbourne,
South “fest Bngland, has scat along o few notes
D MR CTR L Harala) i k. 3 7 3
COFPER  BEECIES AT COLLING3CURNE cbout his forest.  Collingbourne, he says, veos

‘ . ccquired in 1936, the first plenting tealking nlace
the following year,  Now moro thau 1,000 of the 1,240 acres which comprise thc forest

A} - = . N

nave been placed under plahiations.

Collingbourne lies on +the eastcrn end of <the
northern escarpment of Salisbury Plain which, bleak and bare, has probably remained almost
unchanged since the Stonc fLge, The soil consists of chalk sub-soil with a thin overlay;
usually the chalk is very ncar the surface, but whore the land is flet there is e tendency
towards clay with a flint overlie, Originally Collingbourne consisted of poor oak
standords over hazel and birch coppice, but today all the timber worth selling has been
removed, During the wor H.T.P.D, took away ncarly 300,000 cubic feet,

The pleanting orogramme has been dirccted to the
cstablislment of bcech, with advantage taken of the birch as cover.  Very rapid growth
has taken place, the avcrage height of the beich plantcd in P, 37 being 28ft., and there
is & clcar floor bvenecath the trees, In 1948 the planting programme of 325 acres is
believed to have becn the largest of the ycar in the Conscrvancy.

The Rescarch Department has laid out two
cxperimentel areas in the forest, comprising groups and strips planted with OQalk, Lsh,
Sycomore and Wellingtonia, and therc is also o small 2,46 planting of Picea Omorica which
is meking favourable progress,

Through the centre of the forest, running north
and south, therc is an unusual deep drift or valley, this probably being at one time the
course of a river, On both sidcs of this drift Sitke spruce has been planted, The
forcst as a whole is rich in natural flora,ond such interesting wild flowers as lily-of-
the=valley and fly orchid have been found. Being surrounded by open downland, rabbits
present an ever-growing provlem, and dcer and hares arc to bc seen.

**0P LD TOP MY OR DOG? Recently a Forcman from the Dean

presented a wravel voucher at a certain stabtion,
This was too much for the junior booking clerk, but he cventually agrced to issuc a
ticket for the required destination and to sort the matter out later, 4t Journey's cnd
the FMoreman was morc than a little surprised tc find that ac had been travelling on a
dog ticket.

CONGRATULATICONS to Z,0. 2.7 5. CUTLIF.E, of
Bristol, and lirs, Cutliffe,on the birth of a daughter, Former collcagues will be
interested and pleased to hear thet I N ORR-EWING, cx-Disirict Officer, Forth Scotvland,
is the proud father of a second son. Mr, Orr-Ewing .S now in British Columbia with
the Canadian Forest Service,

¥ %ANSWERS TO LAST NMONTH'S FPUZZLES
1, This is how to plant 10 trees in

5 rows, placing L trces in cach
row =

: JW/}i\Q 2, ™Two milcs of wire will enclose
o =T 160 acres. :

THIS IS THE 3L4th, ISSUE OF TiE SL.SIER, COVERING 4
PERIOD OF TWO Y:iiRS 41D 10 IEONTHS., IN JIL THIS
TIME HiVE YOU CONTRIBUTED?  IF NOT TE SH:(LL BE
GL.D TO HE/R FRCQM YOU, THERE IS .. CORRESPONDE:T IN
E/CIl DIR_CTOR.TE ..'D CONSLRY..ZiCY OFFICE.




