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CAUSES OF FOREST FIRES SOME INTERESTING IACTS have come to light as the
rosult of an investigetion which Headquarters has
£1,150,000 SPENT ON carried out into the causes of fires in State forests.,
PROTECTION IN 20 YEARS The officer responsible for the survey, which covers

20 years and is probably more exhsustive than any
previous report of its kind, is Mr., HALDANE CHARTERS, of the Finance Branch, To him must
go much credit for producing a really business=like and painstaking document, and one which
contains a wealth of detail., For example, he shows that nearly 75 per cent, of the
13,000 fires which were reported ascausing, or threatening to ceuse, damage in the
Commission's woodlends occurred between 11 a,m, end 5 p.,m, = a fect which may not surprise
those of our resders who are actively concerned with forest operations, but may interest
others, About 50 per cent, of the fires occurred between 1 p.m., and 4 p.m., the peak
being at 3 p.m. Outbreaks were most frequent (65 per cent.) in the months of March, April
end May; the "fire seeson" starts a little earlier in Scotland and Weles than in England,

but lasts longest in England.

In the period reviewed (1929=48) the plented arece burnt was over 30,000 acres, end the
estimated financial loss was more than £550,000, During the 20 years it was necessary to
spend more than £1,150,000 on protection.

As is only to be expected, the survey has emphasised that the general public,mairliy
through cerelessness with cigarette ends, matches, pipe tobacco eand picnic fires, has been
responsible for many fires and for a big proportion of the total loss,

The public is known to have sterted some 1,500 fires, involving a loss of 5,250 acres
of trees and a financial loss of about £90,000, while there is little doubt that of a
further 1,600 fires which are classified as having orizinated on adjoining land, and which
caused a loss amounting to £150,000, most were due to thoughtlessness on the part of
visitors to the countryside., The origin of nearly 1,900 fires, which ceused a lcss of
more than £111,000, is unknown, but it is reasonable to assume that members of the public
were largely responsible for these outbregks., ‘

Eighty-eight fires caused demage in excess of £1,000, and of these 24 occurred outside
the "fire season'; 35 were at units where fires were infrequent and 12, although et units
where fires were numerous, were thé first outbreceks of the year,

With regret we have also to'place on record the fact that a not inconsiderable number

of fires was caused by the Commission's ovm employecs; for example by allowing ride
burning to get out of hand.We rencw cur cppeal for wetchfulness and couticn at 211 times.,

Sparks from railway engines were a major cause of {ires,

* ¥SCIURUS CAROLINENSIS , " THE LIBRARIAN at the Forest Research Station at
' Alice Holt (Mr, G,D.KITCHINGMAN) has produced a
AND SOMETHING ABOUT g bibliography on our old "friend" the squirrel - the
SCIURUS VULGARIS common Red Squirrel (Sciurus Vulgeris) and the

American Grey Squirrel(Sciirus Cerclinensis).'Imckenc
epolegy for attempting this," says Mr, Kitchingmanjg he proceeds in preiseworthy fashion to
give no fewer than 36 useful references, The standard book on the subject, he says, is
"The Grey Squirrel", by A.D. MIDDLETON (Sidgwick end Jackson, 1931),

"4 good deal of information ebout the habits: of squirrels and the meens of destroying
them appears from time to time in the correspondence columns’of the Press," goes on
Mr, Kitchingman, "Since we started collecting Press cuttings about squirrels we have
gathered that the best shooting team (our technicel readers will need little reminding) is
two guns with a dog trained to flush and drive the scuirrel up a tree, If the two guns
then teke up positions on opposite sides of the trce and stert moving slowly round,thc gun
which is not being watched by the scuirrel will usualiy get a shot,"

A bit rough on the squirrel, perheps, but the pest must be put down,

It would appeer from the Press cuttings that therc is no incentive to farmers and
other countrymen to destroy squirrels, for they will not spend certridges et 5d.each to kill
en animel of no apparent usec. They will not eat grey souirrel, although in Americe they aro
considered a delicacy; Professor Hawley, of Yale University, seys the meat tastes somew
thing like chicken, end a squirrel stew is not e dish %o be despised.



F,HOWARD LANCUM, in his '"Wild Animals end the Land" (Crosby Loclawood,1947), says:
"any people have asked me if it is true thet the grey squirrel is geced tc eat and, if so,
how to cook it, It is true; and as to cooking it; here's how:

"First (Mrs, Beeton would have said had she known the animal) catch ycur squirrel.
Skin »t and clean it as you would a rebbit, and sozk it in water over-night. Then chop it
inte picces of convenient size., Melt some mergerine or dripping in = stewpen, dip the
picecs of squirrel in flour and fry until the flour is well brpvmed., Then add a pint of
stock, one large onicn end a little parsley, season with salt bnd pepper,stir the whole
until it beils, and simmer for two hcurs, I do not expect that there will ever be & queue
for grey squirell, but having tried it twice I can honéstly say thet I found it quite good",

Now what we want to know is whether any of our resders have tasted grey squirrel and,
if so, whether their recipes for cooking differ from that of Mr, Lancuwa,

* ¥ THE LATE DIVISIONAL OFFICER ¥. FORSYTH THE DEATH OF DIVISIONAL OFFICER W.FORSYTH,

which was briefly reported in the last issue
ITNCENTIOUS IN WORK AND RECREATION! of The Slasher; has caused widespread regret,

There i1s no doubt thet the Commission has
lest net only an efficient officer, but one of its brightest charecters, for "Wille" Forsyth
wags ingenious and original in both work end recreation, Not everycne knows, for example,
that he once became & tramp in order to see something of the seamy side of life, and while
living eamong the "knights of the roed" he sold newspepers in Scarbercuzh, He had elso
"hitch-hiked" about the Continentanditis a pity thet he did not rccord scme of his
expoericnces, for they vould have mede most interesting reading.,

A former colleague writes: "Forsyth's decath only three weeks before his 40th.birthday
has deprived the Commission of cne of its most cepeble officers, and has crested a feeling
of rcat loss among his many friends. He was elweys an enthusiast for anything he tcok up,
and in his earlv deys at Edinburgh University he threw himself whole-hcortedly into the
Sccut movement and for scme time ran a Troop in cne of the pcorer parts of the City. He
wes fond of young pecple and had a way with him which quickly wen their cenfidence,

"Fortunate is the man whc is blessed with a sense of humcur, Forsyth was doubly
blcssced; for he had an infecticus laugh which soon hed others lavghin: with him,

"He had dene évbthiderable emount of work on fire protection and was of the cpinicn
that the Commission should have an officer whe would concentrate cn this subject. . He was,
heweover; so much a forester that he always preyed that he would not end up in such a job
hinsclf "

¥ ¥ DEATH OF CLERK OF WORKS IT IS WITH GREAT REGRUT that we have to
announce the death rccently of
PASSING OF MR. W.C.WILLIAMS, ot MR W.C,WILLIAMS, Clerk cf Werks in the North
N.E. ENGLAND 45 East Englend Conservancy. Mr, Williams head

been with the Department since November, 1947,
having previcusly been emplcyed by the Air Mlnistry. On joininz the Covmission he took
cherge of rcad-werk in the main in the North Riding of Ycrkshire, He had been ill for some
menths and underwent two major operatlons before he passed away in the York County
Hespital, He leaves a widow and a young daughter, :

* % WILD LIFE AT TENTSMUIR . IT IS NOT GENERALLY KNOWN that Tentsmuir
Forest, East Scotland, is of greast interest
FORESTER BITTEN BY HERON to neturalists., Whilo its name describes the

meoerlend conditicns feundlecally, the eécleozryis
enriched by the esturies and seashore which gird the forest, Forester D.B.CRAWFORD tells
us that the bird list is well over 100, and scme 200 plents have been mcorded.

One local naturalist has visited Tentsmuir elmost weekly for morc then 30 yeers.
Matorial for nature illustrations for meny publications, scme of thom of e national
character, is obtained at Tontsmuir, end most of the trees featurcd in e forest tree series
in The Bulletin were sketched there, Interest in wild life,seys Forester Crewford, is not
restricted te the visitors, The rare little crchid the "Coral Root!" has just been added to
the forest office collection of specimens, and study of bird life hes resulted in a Head
Forcster being bitten by e young heron! This amazing incident occurrcd during an attempt
tc induce e hest of young hercns to pose for a photograph, end it is rogretted locally that
the actual bite wes nct photographically captured for pesterity -~ uniortunately the
phetographer, who was pcrched in a nearby tree, wes scmewhet overceme and neerly left his
abede in a most undignified fashion,



-
UZZLE CORNER THE FOLLOWING PROBLEMS have been sent along
by Forest Clerk G.C.,COOK, of Breccn Forest,
South Wales,

1, Cen you plant 10 trees in 5 rows, placing 4 trees in each row?

2. A mile of wire exactly encloges a 4O-acre field., What arca will two
miles of wire enclose?

Answers in next month'!s issue,

If rcaders have eny similar problems we shall be glad to hear of them,

* *STORM DAMAGE IN 4 WELSH FOREST A PHENOMENA UNIQUE in the experience of the
Forester and others cccurred at Margam Forest;
35-FT ,HIGH TREES UPROOTED South Wales, during storms in thc first two days

of last month, A cloud-burst (writes Forester
T. MORRIS) confined its deluge to e small arece of a Sitka Spruce plantaticn which was
formed in 1931 at an elevetion of scme 900 feet, the trees therein bein : about 15 ft, high,
Within the arca, which covered about 100 squere yards, trees and the scil benesth tc a
depth of two feet were "torn out" as by a giant claw end hurled downhill, cutting a
"swathe" 10 yards wide and nearly 200 yards long through cther plantaticns, Part of a
plantaticn of 19-years cld Japanese lerch, containing trees 30 = 35 fect hish with butts
of 6 inches, was uprooted and the trees, broken and splintered and stripped of their bark,
were swept into a streem at the base of the hill. The soil was in many places. eroded to
a depth of 3 ft, end a gocd deal of it was carried via the aforementioned stream into the
Port Talbot reserveir,

"The remarkeble thing ebout the occurrence", writes Forester Morris,'is the confined
area of damege and the strzight course of the uprooted trees. One would have thoughtthet
the water would have sprecd end dispersed over o wide area, but within two yards of each
side of the ripped-out 'path', the needle-covercd flecor of the forcst was not even
disturbed, Hed there been the slightest sign of scorching on eny of the trees I would have
suspectcd the fall of a meteorite,

"The st-eam feeding the rescrvoir hes becn the scene of much activity, with Forestry
Commission men working side by side with men from Port Talbot Council, all helping to
cleer dobris end building a series of weirs in order tc prevent pclluticn of the water,'

* ¥ PRESLNTATION TO A FORESTER FORESTER V. COTTENHAM has been presented with e
hendscme oak and silver clock by the staff of
Apetherpe Forest, Eest England, to mark the
occesicn of his retirement, Unfortunately Mr, Cottenham has hed to cease werk through
il1l-health; his departure has occasioned much regret, for he was extremely populer with
both senior officers and those whe served under him, It is hoped that his health will
improve end that he will be able to enjoy a happy retirement.

* *WELL-KEPT GARDENS AT SLNTON DOWNHAM  ONE HEARS OF PROPOSALS for the erecticn of new
forest villages in the north, but deep in the
HORTICULTURAL SKILL IN A FOREST VILLAGE hesrt of Thetford Forest, East Enzlend, the
forest village of Senton-Downham has long been
pest the blue-print stage.

The Tenents! Association of this village recently organised a garden ccmpetiticn and
invited State Forests Officer G.F.,BPALLINCE to act as judge. The invitation was accepted
with a lizht heart end a Seturday afterncon wes chcsen for the task, but it was a tired end
footsore S.F.0, who sought his bed that night, There are 40 new houses and nearly 30
older cotteges in the village, strung out thrcuch the precincts of the old, now demeclished,
Dovmhem Hall, end many miles hed to be walked in visiting and re-visitin; ond checking and
re-checking points, The standard of horticulture was extremely high, especielly when one
rouemberd  that most gardens have been cultivated for only 18 months or less, and the
judge mizht still be in the vicinity today, but for the timely support of Nursery Officer
F/TIERSON,

By dusk the prize-winners were finelly sclected: New houses, lst, Lorry Driver
BERT THOMAS; 2nd, Mechanic W. CLEAVER; 3rd. Forest Worker E. MATTHEWS; 4th, Forester
4.BIRKITT, ~ 01d houses, lst, Keeper A.E.ADAMS; 2nd, Forest Worker S. MAliSH; 3rd,Retired
Forest Woerker R, TUHRNER,

S.F.0, Ballancec hed the further plcasant duty of presenting the prizcs, the ceremony
teking »lece during a sociel and dance held some time later, Forest Worker S. LIWLINGS,

- -



Secretary of the Tenents'! Association, and Despatch Rider W.A.HARFER, the Cheirman,
introduced Mr. Ballance to a gethering of over 100 people, In cemplimenting the winnors
Mr. Ballance peid tribute to their efforts in producing such excellent horticulturel
results in so short z time,

The social, by the way, was under the auspices of the Santon Downhem brench of
St, John's Ambulence, which is comprised of Forestry Commission employees,

* ¥ I'RANSFERS AND NEW ARRIVALS DISTRICT OFFICER R,CARNELL from Rushden, E.(E) to
Bristol, S.W.(E). Foresters W,J.WATT from

! Clashindarroch B.(S), to Glendoll,E.(S); GW.CLAYDON
from Coed=y~Brenin,N. (W), to Glanllyn,N,(W); J.W.MIDDIETON from Smeles (Kielder),N.E.(E),
to Ferndown, New; R. MACDONALD from Ferndown to Smales; V. INITCHELL from Pelena,S. (W), to
Cocd-y-Rheiadr,S, (V). Foremen R, SCHOFIEID from Margem.S.(W), to Fineshedes,E.(E);
R.S.IENIS from St. Aseph,N.(W), to Myherin, N.(W); J.R.C,DASHALL from Challock S.E.(E), to
Orleston,S.E.(E); S.J.LLW from Slindon (Goodwood), S.E.(E), to Lndover,S.E.(E) ;.G FYMAN
from Andover to Lyminge,S.E.(E); H.O.ARMSTRONG from Wauchope,S.(S), %o Mabie,S.(S);
R.V,EDWARD from Mebie to Viauchope; R.0.L.THOMAS from Brynmawr,N,(ﬁs, to Kerry,N. (W)
R.J.REID from Rescarch,Dean, to Research, West Norwood,

Newcomers to the Department are: Foremen N.E,MACINTYRE, tc g,W.(E); Asst.Engineer
JH.WATTERS to Director,Wales; Executive Officer C.V,SIMPSON tc N.W.(E); Clerical Officers
J.1. FULLER to E.(E); J. DOLBY to Finance,H.Q.; J.V.McINTYRE to E.(8); J.JIFE to Finance,
H.Q.; A.TOBIN to S.W,(E); E.J.CARTER to E.(E); R.F.BEAGLEY tc Establishment,H.Q.;

7. E.CLRTER to S.E.(E); Mrs. R.E.HOFER to Establishmoui,il.Q.; and Mrs. K MMEVISOT %o Ba(E)
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**/ROUND AND ABOUT CRICKET, A match wes played recently ct Challock
: South East Englend, between the viliage and a
Forestry Commission teem, In the first innings the Commissicn tesitwors all out for 48,the

villagers replying with 56 all out; there wes a different story in the next inningsg when
the Commission scored 74 for 4 declered and the opposition were gll - ous for 14, (The
collapse, we hear, is still a major point of discussion in the "loesls™). Cersidering only
16 men are employed at Challock Forest it was a greet echicvement to field a sicde capeble
of such a crediteble performance,

The Alice Holt Club has played a number of matchcs, In e recent m
against New Forest +here was a remarkable happening - & bewler on ezch
took 4 wickets with 4 consecutive balls. For such a fcoat to be pexfcrme

in e metch is rere, but twice.sseeesossl

The Cambridge Office has formed a useful cricket tocam, There is strengtli on the batting
side, with J.B.SELL, J. ALLEN and D, MORIEY outstanding., £ Civil Service Hecuel team has
twice been handsomely beaten,

* * ROMANCES CONGEATULLATIONS to Miss EDN. FARRATT, sherthand

typist at Alice Holt; end JOHN SEFFLAS, Forester et
Alice Holt, on their engagement; to Clerical Officer Miss ILcslie Firth,late cf the Carbridge
Office, who has married Mr, Jack VARRIE, of Dumfries, Miss MLLY LCNGLIEY, elso of %na
Carbridge Office, was bridesmaid, Earlier, on behalf of the Congervancy Orfice steffy
Mr, G.H.CLARK had presented the bride with a dinmer service and fireside compenion set and
wished her luck; she is to jecin the staff of the Dumfries Office, Scuth Scotlend.

Congretuleticns, also, to Executive Officer W, ETTLES, of Invernass Uffice, North
Scotland, who has received a presentation from colleagues tc mark the vccasion of his
merriege.,

Our best wishes, toc, tc Forester H. LAMBIE and Mrs, Lemble, of Fort Clair,Nexrih
Scotland, on the bir%h of a son,
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* % BENMOKE DINNER AND DANCE WE HAVE HEARD from Mr, J.R,MAXTOLD, whe hones %o
orgenise a re-unicn dinner aud dance for former
students of Benmore Forester Treining School, that the finalised <at> . ov the event 1is
Friday. 28th.Scptember,1951, Mr, Maxtone will be grateful if all interesied In aubending
Will as a preliminary meesure send him a line before the end of J.icher, ile points cut
that cx-students eligible tc attend are those who were at the scadol toiucen fagust, 1942,

end July,1944.

* % SEEING FOR THEMSELVES MEMBERS OF THE HEADQUARTERS STL:d iisiiei Zedgebury
: Forest,South East Englond, on 5ih,ceptember to ses

for themselves something of the Commission's operations in the’ fiold, “nother vaisit for

others of the staff tekes place towards the end of the month, Fuller report later.

THERE IS A SLASHER CORKESPONDENT IN EACH DIRFCTO?LTE
AND CONSERVANCY OFFICE_
PLEASE_KEFP HIN WELL SUFFLTED \ITH CONTRIBULLON
DON'T ILET YOUR TERRITORY BE QUT OF THE_NEW

S,
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