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LAST SEASQN'S PLANTING IT IS A MATTER for congratulation of all
concerned that last season's planting programme

PROGRAMME FIGURE REACHED of nearly 53,000acres was to all intents and

purposes successfully carried qub,

Good work has been donc in other directions, too, For examplc the lining-out
programme was exceeded by well over 27 million, the number of plants involved being
227,497,000, The sced-sowing programme was also cxceeded, 15,469 1bs, of conifer seed
being used as against the programme figure of 14,000 lbs., and 177,987 1lbs, of hardwood
secd comparcd with the 172,700 lbs, which, it was thought, would be sown, '

¥ % WELSH FORESTERS IN IRELAND PAYING A "RETURN" VISIT TO IRELAND, following

Tast year's visit to North Wales of & party of
OLD ACQUAINTANCES RENEWED Irish foresters, several members of the

Commission's staff recently spent an interesting
and instructive time. The tour was made at the invitation of the Irish Fepestry Socicty,
thosec taking part being Mr.TF,C, EEST, Conservator, North Wales, and Foresters P, HARRISON,
A I, DAVIES, R. WATERS, L.E, IUGHES and I,0. MORRIS. Irish forestry headquarters werc
visited in Dublin end there a mumber of old acquaintances were renewed, A visit was paid
to Avondale, the Forester Training School, and to a mumber of forest arcas, and also to a
great peat district wherce the bog is being worked and the pcat burnt to produce electric
power. It is hoped cventually to plant the locality with trces, so that to some extent
Troland is followin: this country and attempting, as e arc doing in the ease of slag
heaps, to hide her industriel scars bencatli a mantle of green, :

On the social side the party was entertaincd to dimmer by the Society and at this
function the Direotor of Forestry in Irelard and two former Dircctors were present. Cne
of the latter was Mr. 4 C. FORBES, who is 84, and who greatly impressed the visitors when
on tour by climbing the hills with rcmerkeble agility,

", fter rationed Britain," says Forester Harrison, "the fecding was exceptionally
good, and our boat must have been inches lower in the water on our return journcy. We
hooe to sce morc of our Irish friends in future, both in Ireland and in Woles."

% % DEATH OF FORMER FORESTER WITH GREAT REGRET e have to record the death of
il " Mr. H, HALSEY, who retired on health grounds
PASSING OF MR.H, HALSEY carlier this year, and who passed away recently

after an illness lasting more than two years.

On leaving the Dean School in 1927 Mr. Halsay served continmuously in what is now the
Bastern Conservancy, England, being stationed at Rockingham at the time of retlrement,
He was promoted Grade I Forestor in Jamuexy,1943.

His colleague and close friend, ex-Forester W, COTTENHAM,pays him.the following
tribute: ' "Harold Halscy always made light of his illness, but I know he felt it keenly
shen he hed to withdraw and allow others to carry on his work, We gerved op adjoining
boats ot Rockingham, and ~Tten discussed the problems involved in getting trees
csteblished on the heavy c.ay soil, . He was olvays a loyal friend, The .Commission would
benefit if there were morc men of his type in the service, "

On the oocasion of the funcral a wrcath was sent on behalf of the staff of the
Eastern Conscrvancy.
¥ % [NOPHER SKELETCH FCUMD IN FOREST  WHILE BRASHING in Harwood Forest, North East

England, Forcst Worker T, SLAUGHTER had an un-
plcasant expericnce, for he came across a human
skoleton lying against a tree, This is the
sccond occasion recently on which a human skoleton bas buon found on Commission proneriy;
reoders will no doubt recall that in the June issue of The Slasher wo reported a grucsome
find ot Mortimer, North West England. ’

WORKER'S GRIM DISCOVLEY

ot Horwood was immediately reported to the police, the remains lator
being identified as those of a Newcastle man who had at one time wprked in the district
for H,T,P,D, and for privatc firms, 4 pathologist gaid at the inquest that it was
impossible to tell the gause of death, and an open verdict was returned,

The discovery



* ¥ ANOTHER SPINNING VHORL - IN THE MAY ISSUE of The_ Slosher—we—bald_bog

' . osbor R.J.. JENNINGS, St. Lsaph, North Valeg

4ND SOME MORE /BOUT NEOLITHIC FLINTS found a small stone disc at Dovey Forest vhigh
tr was later identified as an ancient ihorl used,

in the process of spinning thread, 4 similar find was made only a few weeks ago hy .

Forcmen R, M, E.IDT\C.RD during draining operotions on the Craigbill Hill, Mabie Forcst, Soutn.

Scc_atla.nd; this varticular disc was forwarded to “he National Museum of An‘biquiticé ot

Edinburgh, . /i report has now been received and reads as follows: :

"This small objoct is a spindle whorl such as was used as a kind of flywhcel in
spiming with o spindlc and distoff, There is & very great veoriety in the shapes and
decora‘{:ions of such objectsy +the one from Mabie is particularly well decorated and I do
1:101: think we have another of gquitec the same appearance, so that we would like to retain
it. Such objects were used over the last 2,000 years end in most cases (as in this) it
is not possible to give eny approximate indication of the age, "

Farostor.D,R, BEAUMONT, Micheldever » South East England, writes; "Forester Jennings
does not describe the flints he found, but possibly they were Scrapers, or axcs., I have
found flint.flakes and scrapers and an arrowhead (possibly early Bronze lLge) in ,
Chiddingfold Nursery (South East England), and also flint scrapers at Westbury Forest, in
Micheldever mursery, and Orlestonc Forest (all in South East England), Those found ot
Micheldever include & small thumbnail seraper, so called bccause of its shape and size,

and two or threec hollow scrapers vhich were probably uscd for shaping arrow shafts or bone
ncedles, The larger scrapcrs were no doubt used in skin dressing, : :

"Flint flakes, if broken by human ageney, always show much the same ohﬁracteristics -

a smooth silky suface,aswelling ot one end known as the bulb of percussion, and at the
end of the bulb a flat surface known as the striking platform. Large flints were broken
in half, and flakes for various tools were struck off, leaving a core which woes sometimes

uscd to rub down skins and soften them for use."

* * SEVEN YEiRS FOR ONE RBBIT NOWADAYS WE LOOK UPON THE RABBIT as an unmitigated
’ pest, and a forester is the last man to shed tears
JUSTICE, 1813 VINT.GE at arabbit'sdemise, but 140 years ago rabbits

were valuable property indeed, Read what
happened at Thetford Chasc, in East Anglia (now the second biggest State forest); "In
1813 ROBERT PLUM, aged 22, and RUSH LINGWOOD, aged 18, were indicted at the Norfolk
Lssizes, held at Thetford, for entering the warren of THOMAS ROBERTSON, of Hockwold,
famcer and werrencr, end taking one coney from a trap, Plum was transported for seven
years, and Lingwood received two years imprisorment, "

This information comes from "In Brecklond Wiids", by R.R, ond W.G. CLLRKE (Heffer,
Cambridge,l937) s an .authoritative account of the Thetford countryside which all concerned.
with afforestation in East Anglia could rcad with intercst and enjoyment,

* ¥ COMMISSLONERS IN WEST SCOTLAND THE FORESTRY COMMISSIONERS were recently
! ' welcamed to the West Conservancy, Scotland, for:
TOUR IN ARGYLISHIRE ; the second year in succession, Their usual

monthly mceting was held in Dunoon and. the
inspection tour which followed cnabled them to sce something of forests in mid-Argyll and
the Cowal arca, It was quickly apparent thot the Conservancy intended that its programmo,
which was admirably orranged, should be carried out with precision, This proved most
comendable and clock-like, although Ilocally there was some anxiety lest the ‘'bus
bringing some of the Commissioners to Glasgow for the night train to London would not
arrive in time, Had the train been missed there was not a bed available in Glasgow,
owing to bookings by visitors to the Highland Show, and hotels for miles around were
ocqually crowded, 4

Glenfinart Forest was visited by members of the Technical Cammittee, some of whom,
with the Commissioners, visited the Highland Show ot Paisley, Benmore and Knapdale
farests were also visited, and while en route to Sir George Campbell'!s Cumlodden Estate
the party drove via Kilmichacl, Kilmory, Asknish end Minard forests, On the wey to
Glasgow the visitors passed through Ardgarten Forest end,momentorily forgetting matters
of purely sylvicultural interest, were impressed by their view of the famous Rest and Be
Thankful Hill, now used as a course for mobtor trials.

The tour included a voyage on the T,S,S., Columba through the Kyles of Bute to
* * TRINSFERS: ARRIVALS iND DEPARTURES DISTRICT OFFICERS W.S. FERGUSSONfram Dunfries,
S. sg, to Mabie,S.(S); W.F, FRENCH from Mulben,

TRLNSFERS REPORTED TO HEADQU/RTERS E.(S), to Fochobers,E,(S); I,F, MacIVER from
' Bristol,S.W. (E), to Exeter S.W,(E).
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Heod Forester J, WILLILMS from Dartmoor, S.W SE), to Fineshades, E,(E). rait:
J.M. BRUCE from Headquerters to Bramdon, E.(E); W. Mc.DONALD fromrTulliallan,W.(S), %o .
DrumbochtyE. (S); J.H. THQMSON from Research,Bexmors, 7,(S), to Research, Rashfie
Dunoon; W,J. NICOLSON from Fiunary,N,(S), to Torrachilty, N (sz; B. H, SLINSBURY from .
Stockley, New to Holmsley,New; D, J, McNAUGHT from Dalbeattie,S, (S),to Dalmacallan,S,(8);
C.R,DICK from Glentress, S, (sS, to Le, S.(S). Forcmen D, ROBERTSON from Research,Be
$o Rashfieldmby=~Duncon; J,H STAFFORD from Coed=y-Brenin,N. (W), to fberhirnant ,N.(W);
D.E, S PERKINS from Holmsley,New, to Burley,New; P, WoOD from Ferndown,New,to Educeati
Northerwood House; C,J. McPHEE from Inverinan,W, (s8), to Research, Fort Ixugustus,N.EnSlS.
Planning Officer E,R, HUGGARD from Crychan,S. (W), to Director,Wales, Aberystwyth, Executive
Officers Miss J.M.4, SHARPE from Rescarch, London, to Woking,S., E.(Ej; Miss E.M, LOWES from
Education, London, to Director, England, London, Clerical Officer N,C., GORDON from Woking

to Direetor, Scotland, : :
Newscmers to the Department are: fLssistant Engineers i, R. BROMLEY,S,W, (E)+ J,D,BUSH,

S.(W); ‘s W,C,IRIVER, Direotor,Scotland; J, HUNIER, W, (S). Executive Offigers

Miss S.E.M, O'SHAUGHNESSY, Direstor, England; Miss J.G. ROWE,E. (S). Cleyiga) Officers

K, LIILEY,E, (E); J.T,GORDON, W.i3); H.C. CRAWFORD,Education; liss E.J.LOW,8 {8): and

G, C, BEARD, Headquarters, 1 : . o

* ¥ 3 000 SCHOOLCHILDREN VISIT FORESTRY / FORESTRY EXHIBITION staged in the Royal
Scottish Muscum, Idinburgh, has closed after

EXHIBITIOW attracting a great deal of attention, It was
_ intended in the firet »lace to restrict the
SUCCESSFUL DISPLAY 4T CEDINBURGH ' display to one of phclo cephs supplied by
; - Headquorters, bubt onthusiasts in the Edinburgh
: ‘ office decided t- o further, with the result
that on.the opening day there were on show exhibits giving . oneral outline of where the

State forcsts in Scotl-nd ore cituated, ond how they have vuoi 24 ,oblished, Séedlings and

bigser treed were als: o be szen,

There is no doubt that the exhibition will have done muck fey the cause of forestry in
Scgtlend, for it was scen ond appreciated by ivery many pcuple. Through the co--operation
of the Director of Lduc~tion for Edinburgh more than 1,000 pupils, ropresenting the handi-
oraft classes of the City's secondery schools, were conducted round the display, the
escorting teachers being aided by appropriate notes prepored by District Officer
1,0, ROBERTSON who, with JOHN MASSIE, elso of the Edinburgh office, was lergely responsible

for arrenging the show ond ensuring its suceess,

The opening ceremony was performed by MT. THOMAS JOHINSTON, formerly a Farestry
Commissioner end former Chairmen of the National Comittee for Scotlemd, and wos presided
over by Professor Sir AIEXiDER GRAY, who deputised for the Lord Provost, Sir ANDREW
MURRAY, Supporting Mr. J ohnston was Sir HENRY BERESFORD PEIRSE, Director of Forestry for

ScO’tland.

* ¥ oRTBUTE TO RETIRED FORESTER WE ARE GL.D TO BE ABLE to amplify owr reference
: ' last month to the rctirement of Forester
AP G, WOODWIRD, formerly of fllerston, N.E.(E).
4 tribute to him has been received from District Officer E, M, CONDIR, who tells us that
Mr, Woodward hails from Leamington Spa and scrved an apprenticeship in printing at the
offices of the Leamington Courier, Ls & young man he was a keen rugby player and a crack
shot, winning several trophies. In the first world wer Mr, Woodword ~ soon to be Scrgeant
Wooldword - was a volunteer in the Royal Werwickshire Regiment, .from which he was later
transferred 4o the Machine Gun Corps; he was twice wounded, once seriously.

On demobilisation Mn Woodward settled in business in Monchester, but later moved to
Wialez and commenced his coreer with the Forestry Commission o Kerry Torest in 1923,
Mra, Woodward, incidensally, comes from within a short distance of the wellkmown Lnchoxr Inn
at Kerry., Mr, Woodwerd wos transferrcd to Dalby in 1927 an’ remained in North East England,
moving to Bickley, illerston, in 1933, We understand he has cxpressed the hope that he
will be able to return to Kerry or Leamington; . his sons, Fred and Donald Woodward, remain
with the Department, the former as Farester at Staindale ([llerston), and the latter as a

driver at Langdale,

¥ ¥ LIKE FATHER, LIKE 50 . . MERITORIOUS SEXVICE of both father and son has
now been recogniged. kecently Mr,E, S, J.HINDS,
LW/RDS FOR MERITORIOUS SERVLCE Chief Clerk at the office of Directoxr,England,

_ was awarded an M,B.E, for his outstanding work
on behalf of tho Department; news. has now been recocived that his son, .Sgt. Ronald Hinds,
has been aworded the B,E.M, for gollont and distinguished service in Malaya, where he is
serving with the Tank Corps. We copgratulate them both,

¥ % CHEEK DOWN AT WOKING, Surrcy, Headquerters of the
'«‘ South East England Consexrvancy, the Conservator
7
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discusscd with the Chief Clerk (Mr. H, V. GULLIVER) an -instruction he proposed. to dssuc
to ficld staff, This was intended to draw attention to the greet increasce in the grey
squirrcl population in the Conscrvancy, and proposced dn intensifiecd compaign and o higher
sum for the tail of cach squirrcl destroyed. ‘

Scon affterwards a grey squirrel was seen sunnin::;;. himself, happily.perched on the top
of the, Conservator's cor and within o few yards of the window of the very room in which the
"blitz" on his spccics had been planned, 0 o 2 :

- ¥ % IHE HIGHLAND SHOW WEST CONSERV.NCY, SGOTLAND, “in‘liadison with Research. and

5 Education, made g good job of staging the Commission's
FIRE TOTER PUT TO GOOD USE oxhibit ot the Royal Highlond Show, held at Paisley for the
N el ’ first time since 1913, Tork was carried out in co-opcra-

tion with the _Royal‘-Sco;c’cish Forestry Society and,:from unofficial sources, it is clear that

the display’ created a very favourable. itmpression,

4 great deal of publicity was given to the fire danger theme and o spccially crected
firc tower was put to practical usc by the local fire brigade, members being posted in it in
order to kecep watch over the showground. This tower was first crected at Strathyre Forest
and wos brought to the show in scctions, It will cventually be reburned to its original site,

4L model sdvmill proved a great ottraction to visitors, and photogrephs, cxomples of
utilisation of timber and so on all helped to make the stand well worth a visit,

¥ % THE LYNX~EYED Ri.DER 4 CORRESPONDENT POINIS OUT that in our last momth's story,

S "Making o Casc for Headquarters', cach dog was referrcd to as
being a "him", yct it was disclosed that onc eventually had pups. We would like to plead
that our crror was the month's deliberatc mistake, but there is no defence. We slipped,

¥ ¥ MRRILGES OUR CONGRLTULATIONS to: Miss ~NNE SMITH, telephonist in the’
' Dumfries office, who has married Mr. H/MILTON TRUCKELL, of

Dunfrics; District Officer S, U, ROBERTSON, ¥West Scotland, who has married Miss MARJORIE

M.CKENZIE, of Dumfries; Exccutive Officer ., F,MUSTO s Bristol officc, who has marriecd

Miss M.ISIE HiLL, of Yate, Glos,; and Miss I, FINOLEY, typist at Bristol, who has married

MI‘. R. N. EIMES of thc'lt ci“uy.

* ¥ IS [ND THLT FRQM THE .GENDA of a recent meeting of the Commission branch

of a staff association: Watters Lrising". LiST FOOIBALL
MLTCH of the scason between Forest Workers at [berfoyle and the lest Conservancy Office, °
Scotland, resulted in a 3 - 3 draw, game being played at Glasgow., WE CONGRATULLTE [.ssistamt
Engineer J,M, WILSON, office of Direstor, England, who has passed the B.Sc,(Eng, ) Iondon
Exenination, ! ‘

* ¥ SUDDEN DEATH OF . HIS M/NY FRIENDS in the Deportment, and in North East Englond
LR g in porticular, will learn with very great regret of the
DIVISIONAL OFFICER W, FORSYTH death on Jugust Bank Holiday of Divisional Officer William
" Parsyth, of York., He had undergone a major operation and
dicd in hospital.,

Mr, Forsyth, who was not quite 40 ycars of age, was & native of Forres, Morayshire ., He
commenced his forestry carcer when he took up forest work on the well known Darnawey Estates,
and subsequently obtained his degree in forestry at Edinburgh University. He joined the
Forestry Commission in 1936, ‘

. Mr Forsyth leaves a widow, to whom our decpest sympathy is extended, and four young
.children,

THERE IS j. SL/.SHER CORRESPONDENT IN E/CH DIRECTORATE

4,ND CONSERVANCY OFFICE

PLELSE KEEP HIM WELL SUPPLIED WITH CONTRIBUTTIONS ~

DON'T IRT YOUR TERRITORY BE QUT OF THE NEWS




