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SCOTTISH HILL~-CLIMBING TRIALS  SCOTLAND'S WEST CONSERV.ANCY has become interested 1n'motur
hill-climbing trials in a big way, for an zzreement was
WEST CONSERVLNCY LENDS 4 HIND  recently completed between the Commission and ?he 3oyal
Scottish futomobile Club under which the Club is given :
permi’ssion to errenze for motor triels to be held over the old mountain course of Rest an
Be Thankful,in ALrdgertan Forest, Argyllshire,

first meeting, held on.a Saturday last month, 15,009 people swelterfg %ﬁizie
sun-scorched Glencroe vslley and watched the hill climb over this famouf ildsro“ThZ wori
incidentally, is known to heve been in course of construction round about ZA . = thé
wes then being carricd out by soldiery, who are thought to havi erected a 5 onele.-bhe o
locelity bearing the simple injunction: "Rest and be ?hankful . The sgttln%fo

is majestic, end as & spsed course it is the only one in tpe country which o hfzshaz°rds
spectators an uninterrupted view of the entire course agd its bazards. Ind z g Hdathe
therc are, in this mile of steep tortucus road! None is specially constructed; e e
risks consist of a zradient which in part is elmost one in seven; there are severel ha
pin bends of unusual severity, a double S bend and a"U"<shapsd corner. As"one famous
racing motorist csaid, ths triels were "worth coming a hundred miles to see!,
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The event was a good advertisement for the Commission, inas?uch.as thousands were
able to see the grand werk which is being done in clothing the h11131deB‘Wi§h brees. )
Forester A JLCKAY must have had some anxious moments when he saw cars hurtll?g through his
forest at 100 miles an hour, but so well had everything been arranged —_partlcularly the
frequent warnings over the load-speekers as to the need for care with 01garette.ends -
that his fire-~fichting squeds were not called upon, But no doubt he heaved & 31gh cf
relief when the lest spectztor left the scenel ‘

It is hoped that when the R.S,A.C, hold future trisls they will gggin be~favou?ed
with fine weather - meny Commission officials whe use the road have vivid recollecticns of

seeinzg it under fer from pleesing conditions, '

% % IIORE ABOUT "THE ROYALM : THE GWYDYR FORESTER TRAINING SCHOOL played o big
- part in stezing the Commission!s exhibit et the Royal
STUDENTS BUILD MODEL FOREST  Show at Shrewsbury.. It-has already been related how
; students provided a flag-pole in the form of a 23«

year old;, 60ft, high Sitka from Gwydyr. It should zo on reccrd thet the first year /
students made and displayed 2 model of a section of. 2 typical North Weles forest, Thig
showed the mountains, rivers, roads, quarry, village complete with church, a railwsy,
Forcst Workers Holdings, nursery and, of course, the woodlands. The model was built in six
perts, cach weishing 3 cwts; an indicetor placard was placed et cne side, and to this
ren coloured cords, sc that the public had no difficulty in identifying the various
featurcs of the model., The composition and erectioh of the model was carried out by

E,R.C,JONES, O,REES, T,P,THORPE, A,A.SMITH~JONES and others under the direction of Forester<
Instructor C,H, HELVENER,

Other models were also exhibited, including model gates made by A SMITH-JONES;
werkingz models of a seed-bed shelter machine and seed extraction machinery by R,URE; model

of the Newberouzh sand-dune erea, showing afforestation,by E,R,C,JONES and O.REES; and a
model by T,P.THORFE depicting turf planting,

The students were alsc respensible for an attractive and interesting exhibit cutside
the marquee, forest cperations and produce being portrayed and shown, The erecction of the
entirc Forestry Commission ¢zhibit, in fact, fell to the lot of the students,; who must

have been gzratified when the section was visited by the Princess Royal and the Duke end
Duchess of Glcucester, ;

Forester Heevener wasg in charge, and the lads were acéommodated on the shewground
under canvas, Cccks were D,B.DAVIES and D.ITWON and, in addition to those already
mentioned, K, RATCLIFFE, W.E. POWELL, and T. STUDIEY were also in attendance,

* % SALD STORY OF A LUNCH - AT A RECENT FIEID MEETING (the location of which we
Sl ' dare not divulge) no few than one Directorate Engineer,
ﬁg? LIl UNPOPULLR three Conservators, three Conservancy Engineers, one State

; Forests Officer end one District Officer gathered together
and drove in convoy through pleasant hilleland, midst the familiar scenes of what our
critics cell regimented conifers and we call.P, Years,



Many fords were crossed, meny getes opencd and shut, and eventually cars were
abandoned in on arca where hebitations werc digtent; wherc the Dircctorate Office was-no -
more then o dimly remembered nishtmare; end the noise of telephone and typewriter was
replaced by the wail of the curlew end the plaintive cry of the Golden Plover, The sun
rose, the dey bocame warm, and hearts were gay. The party walked miles to the nearcst
ridge, and thore the S,F,0, and the District Officer reluctantly partcd from ‘the company
to trevel by car for an eppointment in a distant village,

The rcmeining party pushed bravely on into the wilds, while the S.,F.0, and the
District Officer cventually rceched their destination, and about four o'clock that after-
noon, with o good lunch teken and business discussed, the S.F.0, and the District Offieer
prepared to part company. : :

It was then that in the S,F,0,'s car, while separating the multi-paraphenalia
thet scems a necessary part of a forest officer's field day, a bulging green bag
was discovercd, thc owncrship of which both perties disclaimed, Inside were five
full thermes flasks ond scven packets of sandwiches. With sickening heart the awful
truth da:med on cur herc the S.F,O0, :

Meenwhile the main perty, heving topped the third ridge, end having proved to their
mutual sctisfecticn what ranly walkers they were, returned in the now blazing sun; hot,
thirsty and happy, and content in the knowledze cf a job well done - now for the just
rewerd. It was the Directorete Engineer who had a premonition that 211 was not well, He
it was whe rcealled thet the luncheon beg hed been put in the S,F,0.'s car, Had the
S,F.0, remcmbered? 4 whispered remark to the Conservetor brought a hearty assurance from
the lattcr thet his S.F.O0. would never do a thing like that., Not likely, But alas!

The worst feers werce confirmed, and never before in the history of the Department, we
believe, has an S.,F,0, been so unpopular,

The grcen bay; end its contonts found its way by third party to a nearby hotel, and
meny deys pesscd before the Conservator end his S,F,0, met, And of that meceting ncthing
is known to tell,

¥ % NEWS [ND VIEWS FROM NORTH SCOTLAND TWO MEMBERS of the staff of North
Conservancy, Scotland, have resigned for more
WEDDINGS: FOOTBALL: NATURE NOTE oncrous cduties - PEGGY THOI1SON and

SHETLA MACKENZIE have both become brides.,
Ind, by the way, has this Conservancy office the highest marriage rate in the Commission?
Before we 7ive fizurcs, will any other Conservancy suggest a challenging number of
merriases over the past two years?

- By the timc this issuc of The Slasher appcarg the newly~-formed North Conservancy
office footbell team will, it is expected, have played their first match, After recent
practices varicus members have limped and crecked for days. The paid mourner (The
Slasher, June) has now shown Provwess as a magsseur,

Reeently a Pinc Morten was accidentelly trapped by Forester WILLIAM MACINTOSH,
Guisachan, and sent tc the Edinburgh Zco, - Caught in a rabbit trap, this specimen was
colourcd derk brown, ~nd had the usual white bresst and_long bushy tail. = 4 1ittle
1?rger then a ferret, it wes very shy, yet fierce when "cornered", Unfertunately, it
%;chpggr ﬁosi then a mintg in the Zco, death being due tc the effects of trapping.

is e llarten was only the second Scottish one ] eptivity a
mAR ish one cver to be kept in captivity at

* % SELECTION BOARD SITS FOR A WEEK What must have been the largest "boarding"
Y in the history of the Forestry Commission took
NINETY~THREE CINDIDATES SEEN place last month, The Secretary ( '

| §Mr,F.W.HAMIETON), Deputy Secretary

1 b o Mr.E.C,SHANKS) and the Chief Clerks, Englend
and Wales ng.E.J,s.HINDs end lr M.E.W, MACKENZIE) took a Sunday night train to’Edgiburgh.
The fo?léy}nq morning they were joined by MR.F,C, HANDFORD, Chief Clerk, Edinburgh, and
interv1ey1ag of the Scott}sh cencidates (temperery clerks for submission for establishment
and applicents for premeticn to EO/TA posts) commenced at 9,30 a.m. This continued
;giézghouﬁ the.dzy apd on Tuesday, and on Tuesdey night the members of the Board left for

where inte cwing i e 2 i y

s § i rvicwing continued on Wednesdey, Thursday and Friday.and on Saturday

In all 93 cendidates were seen, 62 being temporary clerks elizible for ostablishment
ugder E,0.C.21/49 (our quotea being 14), and 31 being applicants for promotion as stated
a gzg.’ Our congratulqtlons t9 those who were successful, namely: for submission for
aste %1§hgi§;HasN01crlcal Officer, w. i Mrs, M.A. NURSE, N.E,(E); A.C. ROSE,N.E.(E);
= g”-Eii'b' : .E.EE); {.H, WILKINSON, Edinburgh; G.B, FARQUHAR,N, (W); A.REID,Finance,
+Q.~Edinbursh: V,G,WRIGHT, New; P. HUNTER,E,. (S); G.M.GORDON,W.(S); N,M,M:CDONALD, Y, (S)s
o ' '
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G. BiOWl,H.Q.; V.G.P, |ENZIES, Edinburgh; P. LOBAN,S,(S); S.B. THOMSOW,S.(S); £for_
premetion to Exccutive Officer pests - R. PALMER, present stetion N.E.(E), future ¢
posting Finence, H.Q.-Fdinburzh; A.M, de GROOTE, N.W.(E); h.J. WALKER,N.E.(E);

E.T, CHANNON, New to S.E.(E); J.C. LAIDLAW,S.(SS; R.H. FISHER, Lberystwyth to N.(W);

R.S. IELZKER, S.(W).

The results refleet great credit on the North East England Conservency Office, York
(three persons for cstrblishment end two for promoticn) and on the Scuth Scotland

Conserveancy, Dumfrics (twe and one).
FORESTER J.F. SCOT'T, WHO IS IN CHLRGE of

Redesdale, North East Englend, recently had
THREE CH/RGED WITH HOUSE-BHE/KING an unusual experience. On e Saturday after-
noon not lonz ago, while mewing his lawn, he
sew that three men hed celled at the bungalow
next dcer, which he knew to be uncccupied, They disappeared from view, and he assumed

% % LDVENTURE IN THE FOREST

they hed zone cut of the back gate. Nevertheless, ten minutes later Forcster Scott saw &
men on the rcsd irmmedistcly below his zarden and ceme -tc the conclusion that he was

cctins suspicicusly, cspecislly eftcr seeinz ancther men desh round the side of the
neizhbourinz bunzelow, look in e window end then retrace his steps.

* Forcster Scott dropped his tools, welked round the bungalcw, sew an open window,
thoucht of burslers, the tslephone and the outside world, From his hcme, therefore, he
telephoned the local pelice consteble ten miles eway, who said he would come irmmediately
end asked Forester Scett to meet hin en route,

Now with the men disturbed by Forester Scott, cne might think this story should end
with the circuletion by the police of their descriptions., But the unexpected was to
happen. On his way to meet the pclice car Forester Scott saw scme walkers who "thumbed"
him; he tcld ther he wculd zive them a 1ift as far as Newcastle, but they would have to
leave the sticks they were cerrying behind as there was little room in the cer, Further
alenz the road the police car wss met, whereupon Mr Scott handed over his three passengers,
who werc subsequently chersed with house~breaking,

¥ % FOOTBLLL IS HERE AGAIN _ ALTHOUGH AT THE TIME OF WRITING the football
“season hag not officieslly commenced, twe enjoyable
CONSERVZNCY TEAM CHLLIENGED gemes have slreedy been played in the West

Conservancy, Scctland, In the first place forest
werkers =t fchrey challsnged the Conservancy office staff end a metch was played at
Aberfoyle, This was won by the forest workers efter a herd tussle, The other challenze
came from werkers et Loch Aird; this match (a hard one) was nlso played at Aberfoyle and
was won by the staff team, It was noticeble, however; that several of the staff team were
semevhat cut of training, en? aches end pains had to be borne. At both matches the staff
team wos inspired by the loyal suppert of the ladies. The hospitality of the workers at
Lberfoyle wes greetly sppreciated, :

* % THE NEW HORIZON THE FOLLOWING TRANSFERS WERE REPORTED to Heacdquerters by
19th July: Head Forester G,W., HOLLIS from Arundel,S,E.(E), to °
LLTEST Tii/NSFERS Woking, S.E.(E); Head Forester C.V. SQUIRES from Cwmogwr,S, (W),
. to Brecon, S.(Wi; Forester £,ROSS from Hallyburton,E.(S), to
Glasgow, W.(S8); Ferester W, McKLY from Bin, E.(S), to Inglismaldie, E.(S); Forester
W. McDONALD from Kirkhill, E.(S), to Tentsmuir, E.(S); Forester W. MASON from Tentsmuir to
Roscisle, E.(S); Ferester W,F.C, MIDDEETON from Goodwood (Cherlton), S.E.(E), to Lrundelj
Forester DoJ, UKQUHART from Teindland, E.(S), to Bin; Forester G. GILBERT from Craigvinean,
. E.(8), tc Kirkhills Forcster W.H. McKAY from Borgie, N,(S), to Dundeugh,S.(S); Forester
D. MORLEY from Hercknott, N.W.(E), to Grizedele, N.W.(E); Forester M. MURRAY from
Grlzggglc to Herdknott; Forester N.R.HEPBURN from Dallas, HL(S)to Hallyburton; Forester
D. C%MPBEIL frem Fort Lusustus, Reseerch, to Newton, licsearch; Forestex E.L. STEWART from
Culbin, E,(§) to Dallas; Forester R,P.C. WOOLEARD from Wigsley E.(S), to Shouldham,E, (E);
Forester J.n:A. FHLTER from Strathnairn, NL(8); ito Kilcoy,N;(S$; Forester F,McNICOL from
Duncieuzh te Wzuchope, S.(8); Ferester L.S, MACKENZIE from Kilcoy to Millbuie,N.(S); . '
Farester . PHIFPS from South Lazgzan, N.(S), to Borgle; Forester A.McKENZIE from Leeanechen,
N.(S), to Slatterdale,N.(S); Forester J.G.M,REID from Newton to Teindland; Foreman
J. TLZRIUAN from Hafren, N,(WS, to Coed Sarnzu,N.(W); Foreman F.W.J. YEOMANS from Allerston,
N.E.(E), to Herwood Dzle, N.E,(E); Foreman V/.F, SKENE from Inglismaldie to Culbing Foreman
Colis TLYLOR from Millbuic to Strathnairn; Foreman A.J,DUNCAN from Monaughty,E.(S), to
Crzizvinean; lLsst.Engineer E.R.HUGG/RD from Rheola,S.(W), to Crychan,S.(W); Surveyor
G.L.B,THOMAS from Lberystywth te Shrewsbury,N.(W); Executive Officer K. BALDWIN from Stores
Headquarters, to Lberystwyth, :
% ¥ {HO!S WHO IN THE COMMISSION (No,2) FORESTER W, COTTENHAM, OF ROCK INGHAM,E/ST
i 2L o L e ENGLAND, is one of the Commission'! ces
PROFILE OF FORESIER . COTTENHAM "stageré". Demobilised af%giliﬁesfgisiqzorld
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wer he cormenced work for the Commission in Jenuary,1920., Seryved three drys-—-as-z-
labourer and was then made zenzer, On May 1st, of the same year was interviewed by —ume
Chairmen ~nd mede Foreman in charze of the Apethorpe area, On lst.Dscomber,l1925, was :
promoted te Grade 11 Forcster, end cn lst,October,1938, was promoted to Grace 1 Forester,
Has now spent more then 29 yeers in the Reockingham locality end wonders if the rate of
premoticn and length of service in cne aree constitute a record., But let Forester
Cottenham teke up his own story:

"I would like te sey that if ever o fellow had more discouragement in early days than
he was very unlucky., Firet cne end then another would tell me I would never get trees
¢ zrew 'on thet awful clay at hpethorpe!. I was treested locally as = foreigner; rosd-
wayé were cut throush my fences, 2nd pecple insisted on meking short cuts through the new
plantetions. But these have lons since been cbliterated by a good crop of trees,"

- H

‘erester Cottenhem has teken great intorest in local sport, and in the years between
the wars formed & cricket tcem from his own staff,

"le have hel thc ususl setbacks end difficulties", seys Forester Cottenham, "but the
years here have boen very plezsant, I would sey to all young men - forestry is a grand
Life

* % LPPOINTMENT OF MACHINERY RESELRCH OFFIOER NEJICOMER TO THE DEPLRTMENT is
COL.R,G.SH/AW; who has been appointed
LDVENT OF COL,R.G,SHAW Machinery LReseerch Officer and who,

in this particular field, succceds
Col.Kneale, whe rccently left the Commission for the Coleonial Development Corporaticn,
Col,Shaw has been a reguler soldier for some .20 years, a large pert of this time being
spent in the Ministry of Supply on werk connected with tank design,

% % THE TRIBES IN THE FOREST IT CAME TO PASS THAT JAMES, Chief Ruler of the
s Forests in the West (of Scotland) had
(NEW STYLE RLFORTING) _ compassicn on his seribes and zrieved because

of their ignorance of the ways of the pine, the

larch and the spruce., He thercfore esseyed to Zo with them into the lend of Ard, which is
by the loch, Ncw at that time the Mighty Ruler who cwelt in the East and who had dominion
over all ferests in Scotia end to whom James, the Chief Ruler in the West, owed allecience,
had nlsc scribes whe wsre likewise ignorent cf the ways of the pine, the larch and the
spruce,  And it ceme to pess thet certain seribes and members of the tribes in the East and
in the West held council tozether and le, on an appointed day, the scribes and other
members of the tribes did recently journey tc the land of Ard, which is by the loch, Now

emex, being a wise Ruleér, chese from his tribe certein men of knowled=ze and wisdom to
instruct the scribes in the ways of the larch, the pine and the spruce., When the end of
the instruction had ccme the men of knowledge and wisdom and cther members cf the tribes
were zfflicted with thirst end did huncer, whercupon they journeyed to a place called
Gertloan ing where they did cat all manmer of things., And lo, when they had finished
eating, there arose certein members of the tribes end armed themselves with stick and
spherc, which beinz interpreted meaneth a ball, and did mightily strike the ball, After &
time thc tribes deperted and cemc unto the lend of Trossachs where they beheld wondrous
views, pleasiny to the eye. Then the Chief Ruler and his men of wisdom and knowledze did
speak arzin unto the tribes end behold the eers of the tribes were cpened. At the
seventcenth hour the tribes made haste to enter into Callander, where they feasted and
when they orose it was as if the locusts had been in the land., At the appointed time when.
it was decreced that the tribes must depart unto their own lands there was great lamentation,
Nevertheless they mirded their leins, entered their chariots end departed, The tribe from
the West lifted up their voices and made a joyful noise end the chariot Aid shake with the
sound therecf, Thus 1id both tribes return each unto their own land full of the knowledge
of the pine, the larch and the spruce,

WOODLAND NHISPERS CONGRATULATIONS TO DISTRICT OFFICER M,IONG (West, Scotland)
and M?S.Lﬁnj con Lhe birth of =2 daughter,,.,,...,.South East (England) Social Club recently
pleycd tenais at Woking araingt players from Alice Holt, Woking won by 8 sets to 6, with
one @réwn, after o hard and exziting struzgle, Followed tea and a swim in the nearby
bathing pool .........,Typing error (somewhere) ~ Miould you please confirm thet the number
of days uncertified sick zhsence he restricted to a maximum of 12 months "(From official
correspond?nce)...f.......”A Fire Service. 6fficer states thet fires may be caused by birds
carrying lighted cigerctte ends to their nests, They will have tc learn not to smoke in
bed, that's 211," (With acknowledgements to Punch),
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