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autumn and sov.’n out in the

wore the R.L.R., Double 'urrow Cuthbertson, Haddington, Begg, and the Disc Plough, other­
wise known as Diane's Disc. The party was conducted by District Officer J, A. DICKSON and 
Forester A. S.MACKENZIE, and in addition to seeing the demo-stration, the visitors inspect­
ed the new wasteland nursery which is being laid down at London (Lounteagle) and the 
Kilcoy (Bellton) wasteland nursery which was laid down lac- autumn and sown out in the 
spring.

The following comprised the party: District Officers D. S. SFRAGGAN, A.M.FRASER, R. A. . 
liTBS and R, 0. DRUMMOND (District Officer J.D.MacLEAN had had a preview of the demonstration,, 
Foresters K.MACKAY (Ardross), J.MACKENZIE (Strathconon). J. GUNN (Dornoch), 17. H. MACKAY 
(Eorgie), A.MACKAY (Morangie), R. A. SUTHERLAND (Balblair), R.MURRAY (South Lagganj, 
A.MacLeraan (inchnacardoch), A.MACKENZIE (Achnashellach), C.MCDONALD (Glenbrittle), D..L 
MACRAE (Lael), J.MACKAY (South Stromc), R. BROWN (Longart), J.FRASER (Queens), D.M.Macl.EOD 
(Assich), J. PRATER (Strathnaim), F.D. STOBBIE (Ferness), A.THOM (inshriach), D. R. SUTHERLAND 
(Strathdearn), J. GORDON (Findon), Also present were Messrs, J. BLADE (Machinery Officer, 
Scotland) and R.SKINNER (North Conservancy Engineer).

FIRE, FLOOD, AND  For many months work has been proceeding in order that
the Headquarters building in Savile Row might present a more pleasing facade. It will be 
recalled that the front of the building was badly damaged by bombs during the war. At long 
last restoration seems near completion, and it has been possible for a re-allocation of 
accommodation to take place. From their temporary home at Bryanston Square, YA 1., have 
come the staff of the Education Section, under Chief Education Officer J. Q, WILLIAMSON, to 
be housed on the third floor of the building, while Publications Officer H.L.EDLIN has 
made a similar move.

These last weeks, daring which the workmen have been giving the building its "final 
touches," have not been without their minor trials; at the tine of writing the heating 
awaratus is yet to be connected in several of the restored rooms, and during cold spells 
at least one officer has been seen wearing his overcoat while working. As a counter 
measure to the cold a battery.of oil stoves (with attendant smells) has been imported and 
the other day one of these caught fire at almost the same time that a miniature flood 
occurred. The latter, it is understood, was the result of the water having been turned on
at a tine when a radiator was disconnected. Water poured along the corridor and swept
into several rooms. Cold and disconsolate, the gentleman who is wont to work in his over­
coat was heard to murmur: "First fire, now flood. And after this, no doubt, eternal
damnation,"

IANDOWNERS AND TIMBER MERCHANTS AT NORTHERWOOD The scope of the courses at Norther­
wood House was recently widened, to allow for instruction in forestry to be given to parties 
of landowners and timber merchants, and many are the bouquets for the Commission which 
have been forthcoming as the result.

The timber merchants, who spent a week in the Nev; Forest, were members of the Forestry 
Section of the Federated Home Timber Associations. They received instruction from 
Conservators A.H.H.POPERT and G.B.RYLE which was designed to help them in a praiseworthy- 
new enterprise, namely the replanting, by agreement with the landowner, of woodlands from 
which timber is purchased and felled. It is an interesting fact that during the planting 
season 1946-47 more than 800 acres were replanted on behalf of owners; we are told that 
final figures for the season 1947-48 will show that an even greater area was dealt with.

While on the subject of Northerwood Courses we are reminded that the series of 
Forest Cameos has not so far included the New Forest. Herewith, then, a contribution by 
District Officer EDLIN, who was formerly stationed in the district. Before you next visit 
to Northerwood you may care to turn up this account and prime yourself as to the forest's 
attractions.  , , . , Established

"Control of the New Forest was transferred to the Forestry Commission in 1924./ Unde*’ 
Norman forest law, this forest has in part been converted to modern sylviculture, but 
remains the greatest centre of natural woodland, and the largest stretch of unenclosed 
land, in England.

"Lying between the rivers Test and Avon, the forest occupies undulating land rising 
from sea-level to 400 feet, with a subsoil of sands, clays and gravels. The surface soils 
are of low fertility and are covered, over vast areas, with heather. These heaths occupy 
some 40,000 acres, most of which has never been enclosed or cultivated, and over then 
wander herds of half-wild ponies and heifers owned by ^Commoners and farmers. The enclosed 
woodlands cover sone 16,000 acres., the area being limited and defined by Act of Parliament. 
They occupy the better soil and record in miniature the whole story of sylviculture in 
England. There are remnants of hazel coppices, and also coppice-with-standards, introduced 
by the Tudors, while later enclosures, some ordained by Charles II, were planned to grow 
oak for naval ship-building. In mid-Victorian times there was a move towards conifers, 
and a. large acreage of Scots Pine was established. At the same time imposing avenues of 
Douglas Fir were laid out, and an interesting "Pinetum", or collection of exotic conifers, 
was planted at Bolderwood. The Douglas fir achieves remarlcable growth here,, reaching 
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heights over "100 feet, and volumes exceeding 200 cubic feet per stor. in only 30 ye'- ' 
The volume of one such species felled during the war was more than 500 cubic feet.

"More recently natural regeneration of oak and Scots pine have proved success’ .l, 
newer conifers, Sitka spruce, Japanese larch and Corsican pine have been planted c’ /' 
considerable areas. But the really unique feature of the lew Barest is its nr.tu.ru.'. a 
unenclosed woodland. Unplanted, and unprotected from ./.razing onimals, tr..is has pen a • zl 
from prehistoric times. Sturdy oaks and massive beeches, fringed with birch and ajr o:'- 
form proves on the more fertile soils, regeneratin'; themselves to some degree .:y n..‘u. al 
seeding.’ They cover an irregular area estimated at 3,000 acres.

"The three types of vegetation, open heath, natural woods, and plantations of .1 ’*.cus 
types, spreading over an area of 100 square miles min.’jle together and^ with occasaora 
tracts of agricultural land, form an attractive country scene. Al though the Cor-i.'-is^i i’s 
lands are open to the public, animals .nd rare plants survive under protection, lin, ilcra 
includes the marsh gentian ..’ith its trumpet shaped flower of intensost blue, the suna. 73, 
yellow log asphodel, pink bog pimpernel, and the green Daphne laurcola of the wc-odd 
shades. Buzzards and herons arc to be seen, and the crossbill feeds on the pine cere- -

HEAT'S IN A NAME? In the Records Section at Headquarters there is a film; o .’torn
popularly know as the "strip tease". In this ore recorded the nones of Corm: ?’■. m . 'ff 
from Conservators to Foremen, as well as of t. esc who work in the various effic. Ti o 
name and location of each individual is recorded on a strip of card, which is fitter, ato 
a frame not unlike a picture postcard stand. An inspection of the stand (out of oi . .i~> 
hours, of course,1) is an interesting pastime. There are, for instance, 121 "Macs" ? >e 
seen, among then being 16 bLiCDOBALDS (showing that C-ler.coc was not entirely effect’ v: , 
15 MACKAYS, 14 lidCKENZIES and eight 1'ACRAES. Thereis one 17.CHETH and (shades of . r’kli.m 
Shakespeare) one LEAR.

There is a PEACE and a PARLEY; a HANN and a CHILD; an OLD -and a MILD; an ACE ar : a 
ICING-; a HYDE and a PARK; o.nd a DAY and a KNIGHT.

There is a sporting flavour ab out EOXER, HOODCOCK, HILLS, THOMSON, 7rALC0TT, FAK. LEHI; 
SHARKEY; AMES, SUTCLilwE, HENDRY; MATHENS and EROYl'I. There are namesakes of famous 
admirals, to wit MELSON. BEATTY. DRAKE, IILlSRR. ROHE and NAPIER and. to support then, a 
BOSUN, ORR, LEE and a HEATHER.

The file includes 23 employees by the name of JONES,. and 21 who answer to MILLIA7:.S. 
There are 16 SMITHS. And how about this for a colour scheme: REDD. GREEN, HHITE, G-j'EY, 
BROW and PINK? There is a REAVER, a PAYNE and a NURSE (but no doctor); and a HOLMES 
and a WATSON, a DRUMMOND and. a. BLAKE to remind us of literary escapism. The ccunti ysi ?.e 
comes to mind when one reads such names as L.V\B and SHEPHERD, HARIIEN and BUCK; HARSH, 
HART, HIED, WOOD, FOREST, FORESTER; BIRCH, ALDER, DOX and BROAD?00D. ROSE and THORN; LING, 
MART1IT, RAVEN, PIDGEON, CRAKE and GOSLING; UEIr/hATEPuS, BROOK and BRIDGES.

No Have on the staff a CARTER and a PATTERSON; one (or more) BUTCHER, HILLER, BUaER, 
CARPENTER, MASON, COOK, BREWER and TAYLOR; there is a JUDGE and a LAW; PARSON, VICAR, 
CHURCH and a BELL, DEACON, BEEDLE, ABBOT, ABBEY, POPE and CROZIER and a PRIEST.

Employee with the longest name (so far as we can trace) is Miss FAULCCKDII'. -B 
(North Hales Conservancy Office, Shrewsbury).

That’s all for the present. If you know of sone better combinations of names tlr.n 
arc included in the foregoing, let us hear from you.

TRANSFERS The following moves had been reported to Headquarters to 19th Octob r;
District ’ Officer L. J. SLOP, from Tintern, (s) to Cardiff; Foresters W.H. JONEb, 

Dovcy Corris, n(N) to Cormins Cosh, H(N) ; E. BROUN from Penllergaer, U(s) to Cwmogwr., W(S); 
i.A. JA'JE^ Halvri.ll, E(S’.) to Lydford, E(S'..‘); G.H. RICHARDS from Chnno.y.T to Penllergacu;
0. JONES from Cocd-y-Bronin, U(n) to Aberhimant, ’■ (N); G.E.HAYGOOD from Caio, H(S) I 
Chepstow-I cton, .. (s); R. S. ANGUS from Bennorc- School to field, work in S(u); 17. SCOTT fuoai 
Noruiieza/ood. House to Benmore School; R, S. '.HALE from Lydford. to Plym, E(SU); E. 0. ’.7, EV’’LC'.T 
rro.a ivielc.er, E(NE) to Charnouth (New); A. S.NORMjiN from Chepstow-I'tton to Cwraogww; 
ForemanR.il/JN-ELLEN from. Newton Nursery to Allean. S(E). J. HARPER. H.E. 0., from 
Education, H.Q., to Engineering, H.Q. ; Hiss O.A.MA’1COM, T. C. , from Alice Holt to Lakin". 
E(SE). ’

DE/iD^DUT ii s/ON'T Lih DO-. I'T , Controversy as to the capacity of Lake Vju/nrry coati ■’.nos 
despite our pious hope tnat the last word, had been said, or vzritten, on the subject. 1‘h.- 
fC’ll^'^ing leuter, headed. The Brewers Aims, Anywhere (’whone 14 The Road) has reached, the;
Ed.icor iron a reader who signs himself Colonel Chinstrap. (How nice it is to have tho 
ITilA cast among our registered readers.’).

ForemanR.il/JN-ELLEN


Dear Sir,
I was horrified t? note that Edition No. 9 of The Slasher had devoted no 

loss than 25per cent of its sp.ee t a sulf, ct 7 .'h’-r —• T.’atorJ — and, 
postivcly wallowing in the topic, discussed the d-.i ;ustln- '..tuff in terns of 
millions of '".Hons. This editor fellow, I saic t- a fellow bottle-opener, 
should he horsewhipped from the brewery to the di st ill <,ry and hack.

iiy wrath, however, was abated when, reading further down the page, I 
found you had slashed the capacity of the container of '.‘his shameful fluid by 
99»5 per cent hy toe mecrost stroke of the pen,.

You arc, my dear sir, a benefactor, and can only hope you will be 
suitably.rewarded by a grateful- community.

Your obedient servant, sir,
(Signed) CSHNSTRAl’ (Colonel).

P, S, If you could show me how to extract the volume of three bottles of 
whisky from one single ‘ attic, I should' be indebted to you for life.

IffiY.B FROM LEST SCOTLAND The Office staff of the Test Conservancy (Scotland),
believing in the old adage "All work and no play", etc. , have formed a. social club. The 
committee is now busy arrangin'- various functions.

The Executive Officer of the Establishment Section is to be congratulated on addinc to 
his own establishment; Mrs. LIDDELL and son arc coin;; well. The Regfstry and Happing 
Section is in the matrimonial news, and we can -ratulatc Hiss HEATH (who has become Mrs, 
IIcKECHNIE) -and Hiss Murray (now Mrs. CULLUM). Doth ladies .are continuing in their respec­
tive office posts,

MORE REDDING- DELLS IN SCOTLAND District Officer M.S. FSRGUSSOK, South Conservancy,
Scotland, was recently married to Hiss Mary Graham, Lochgilphead.

A STEP UP TIE LADDER Our correspondent in the North lost (England) Conservancy
Office at Chester lias sent us a list of recent promotions and postings. The following are 
congratulated on promotion from Foreman to Forester, Grade II; O.R. S/JISDY (Hope); J.DAY 
(Eawtry); C. A. HODGSON (Enncrdale); C. J.LLOYD (Mortimer); h. GARDNER (Clipstone); J. HCIMLLEN 
(Grizedalc); R. D, ANDERSON (Kershope); C, H. DAGSHOUSE (Grizcdalo); M, HURJU1Y (Grizcdalc).

INTRODUCTION TO FORESTRY be are indebted to M. A. STOODLEY, a forest 'worker at Stan­
way, for sending us a contribution which tolls of his ii.-prcssions on being introduced to 
forestry and of his gratification at helpin'; to create noir forests. This is the sort of 
contribution which we would gladly use at length if The Slasher were more ambitiously pro­
duced. An appeal is earnestly made to contributors whose "special articles" .are cut. to 
bear with us; until such time as The Slasher say be produced in another form it is necessary 
generally speaking, to devote our space to the more personal news items,

S. O.S. ANSWERED Think no more of E. C.HARPER'S plea for a table tennis table. (The
Slasher, last month). This Jars been met by friends at Headquarters.

TEE EVERGREEN JEAN HORSHAM, of the welsh Directorate, has sent' along a copy of the
magazine of the Forestry Commission (hales) Social Club. ’..rc arc quick to say that we regard
this publication as a very pleasing effort, for alth'-ugh its contents arc "roneoed", the
various features arc well displayed and there is even a very creditable effort in the way of 
illustration, '..lion we saw the first edition of this magazine it was nameless, but as the 
result of a competition this second issue bears the title "The Ever;preen," which was sub­
mitted by II. G. THOIIAS, Other titles in the sh ;rt list '.ere "The Conkcror" (Miss LEHIS and 
Miss DEATTIS), and "Lop and Top" (F.ED’LJuDS) — the Latter title, incidentally and by 
coincidence, being one which was considered for The Slasher.

Miss HORSHAM and Miss 
WILLIAMS is Editor. There 

E.ILMUSTER arc assistant Editors of "The Evergreen", and V,H. 
arc numerous contributions, the accent ' cinq on humour and the

gentle "leg-pull" which ul.ays such a big yurt in 
l'e cun foresee a great future for ’..'at Price, the 
adventures arc victorially described.

creating esprit de coi-ps in an office, 
’• ri.ico of '..'olsh forest workers, whose

MORE NE.S RANTED For the first time for some iniths there has' been an easin;; off
in the number of contributions reaching The Slasher, be hope this is merely a seasonal 
trend, but the opportunity is taken, to re:'.:.nl . dors of the need for sustained sup' ort.
In each office-Directorntc and C'.nservuicy-thei’c is now a correspondent of The Slasher, to 
whom, incidentally, our warmest thanks arc due. If you have any personal news (the more 
names mentioned therein the better) please send it along to The siashur Correspondent c/o 
the office to which you arc responsible

- 4 -


