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STATE AND LOCAL AUTHORITY JOIN HANDS An interesting ceremony took place
recently at LAKE VYRNTJY (North Wales), for it was there that foundation stones for a 
new school-oum-social centre were laid, "by the Chairman of the Montgomery Education 
Committee and the Chairman of the Liverpool Water Committee. It is not widely known . 
that at Vyrnwy the Forestry Commission is in partnership with the Liverpool Corporation 
in a joint scheme of afforestation; the scheme, in fact, is the only'one of its kind 
in the country, and in its operation the Commission and the Corporation share not only 
the cost of forming the plantations, but the receipts from the sale of timber.

There are a number of features worthy 
of comment about this outstanding example . 
of successful ...co-operation between the 
State and local authority. In the first 
place it is a long-standing partnership, 
forces having been first joined as long 
ago as 1914, when the State's interests 
were represented by the Development 
Commissioners. The Forestry Commission 
took over in 1919, the year of its 
establishment. Prior to 1914 the Corpora­
tion had already-planted nearly a 1,000 
acres of forest and, under the original 
agreement with the Development. Commissioners 
undertook to plant a further 4j000 acres 
by 1943. The first world war slowed down 
progress to some extent, but with the 
exception of 37 acres the target was 
reached by 1939.' In 1946 a new partnership 

'—agreement,-back-dated to 1941 and covering 
999 years, was entered_into between the 

Commission and the Corporation, this providing for further planting of bare mountain.land, 
or felled woodland on payment by the Commission of a sum representing,a half share in the 
land.

GRIST TO THE MILL

Reference to Lake Vyrnwy Estate (see 
this page) would be incomplete without 
mention of the forest's praiseworthy 
contribution to the country's timber re­
quirements. During the war 770 acres were 
clear-felled and produced nearly 13; 

-million cubic, feet of timber, most of 
this going to the coalmines; 50,000 cubic 
feer of sawn timber was produced at the 
Estate mill.

About 200 acres of plantations are 
now being thinned annually, and in some 
Sitka areas more than 700 cubic feet per 
acre is being taken out in the first 
thinning.

The Liverpool Corporation’s Lake Vyrnwy Estate as a whole (23,290 acres) forms the 
South 1'estem extremity of the Berwyn Range and, prior to angm'-Rition between 1880 and 
1887, consisted of a number of upland farms where hill sheep and store cattle-wero 
raised. In earlier,days the small village of Llanwyddyn, now submerged in the Like, 
provided limited facilities for the religious, cultural and social life of the community. 
In order to preserve amenities and secure a balance in land, utilisation, certain aieas 
have been retained for agricultural purposes, land being let off in 10 farms and 25 small-- 
holdings. The bulk of the moorland (I0,299?aores) has been kept in hand by the•• 
Corporation and is run as a farm unit from.the Estate office.

The current newspaper vogue being to stun the reader with statistics, there is no 
reason why in this instance The Slasher should not attempt.to follow suit, Here, then, 
are a few figures of general interest about Vyrnwy; A flock of 10,500 sheep (14,000 
at lambing time) is carried on the Estate farm; during the war the meat ration for 
1,000 persons was produced annually; some 2,000 store sheep, 18,000 lbs of wool, and 100 
tons of certified seed potatoes are disposed of each year; the Lake is 43; miles long, 
12 miles in circumference, and has a top water area of 1,121 acres; its total capacity 
is 13,125,000 gallons, and its greatest depth 84 feet; draw-off of water per day to 
Liverpool is approximately 40 million gallons; and the acqueduct is 68 miles long.

Incidentally, the new school will include a spacious assembly hall, complete with 
stage; a lecture room, library, reading and club room, and a handicraft centre equipped 
with lathes and benches for the teaching of rural crafts to Vyrnwy*s youth. Surrounding 
the school, within two years or .so, will, be some., 20 new houses, to be erected for forestry 
workers and persons employed on the waterworks.

APPOINTMENT OF NEW COMMISSIONERS Some of you may have read in the Press of
the appointment of three new Forestry Commissioners, who succeed two Commissioners who 
have resigned and a third whose term of office has concluded. But for the benefit of 
those who missed the announcement it is repeated, in brief, herewith. The REV, J-E. . 
HAHP.’iTON, M. C. , MB. YAH. O.B.E., ard M&JjQg JW STIRLING of Fairbum are the
newcomers, 'falling vacancies •'dfedted by-the,resignations of the Rt. Hon. THOMAS JOHN.-TON



and LT, COL, Y.TLLIAM JOSEPH STIRLING of Keir and Ji,.. retirement of the 1’t- Hon._LOR*-- 
CQURTHOPE. The REV. jid. HAMILTON is I of St. Job"' ■ Cauzoh, Leith; ic ...z t-'d.un
an active part in public work for many years ard is keenly Jn •erected m i ircstry, 
ALDERMAN VAUGHAN has been a member of the Welsh National Committee since and is 
railway vzorkcr who lias taken an active interest in agriculture from the wozkers ' bleu ■ 
for his services from 1924 to 1-941 he received the Gold medal of the- >dticral union of 
Agricultural Yorkers. He has had long experience ■ of public vzpik and is ,qn ex-'lla^sz of 
Poi'c zalbot. MAJOR JOHN STIRLING of has.bce^ 0 *,zi 1mat since 1'947 of the
North of Scotland Regional Advisory Committee fo'z’. Forestry-. H,e.,cwns the-. J7+.-.ns-.iv. 
Fairbum. and Monar Estates in Ross-shi.-n,” - ' . ‘

Lord COURTHOPE, whose.term of office has expired, has been referred tuna t?h 
"father" of forestry. He had been a.Forestry Comoissiohcr since add tyum Y?23<< S 
was the Commission’s- spokesman in the House of Ocrw_xis.. Lord C-M~4MCa'S .efidted.  
Sussex ha ve produced some of the finest oaks in .pre •;ountL-j'o Seme. ?cr.• by -_r areas-mr 
made the roof of '.’’cstminster Hall; others., grrv?.<.*.?•;. by >1 • I’ordo’?„•-o’’e'em.- fror th,, 
same estate to repair vzar damage..

SUMMER OUTING The N. 17. (England) Cons er van.-y;s summer .vjirxx tJ v.’A pZz. •
recently. Having long ago indented for goof weather-. states :uz‘ f.-criftsnondr-pp, ?.-. ,s 
only reasonable to expect that the Clerk th--,ru-;.f .-.ould be kind, In bri.-15.an >: ;.unshlui.
therefore, the party — J5 of so strong — sei out "y brr’tg eosoh fo?: '.'vurtira-.-. 0<-r. _:s. 
the beauty spot of the Midlands. Lunch v.as < art alm., and then those whe o_. ■ ? ee- inslii-.. 
set out. to "do" the sights and attractions — the- like,' swimming pool, ; ilr/.uturz <■ n>. . ■ 
putting'greens, tennis. courts, Italian arc mm Lr-lens aud so on. Ct,uro .uro >.-.•

_-;to. laze on the grassy banks of the lake, or c.i tie 1 .-vns, Later th© rare harcy f 
gathered in the sumptuous ballroom. Followed :co, -.-;d then the two hoi:.':- .y umur* Lr-ci. to 
Upton Grange, near Chester. The party had scared.;- HI.paced before there c/cro ’-cdmA.- 
for a "repeat" in the future. But whether this Wall wateri-liso roi.'airs te oc. sk'-cn.

HE’S LIKELY TO BE POPULAR - .JOSEF.. KAI UNS..'., a IMllch .vz&rkc at B caption Fcncs-t,. in- ulc-- • • 
Spring planted tobacco seed on waste ground. Some fine leaf has already be u 
produced; some has been dried and prepared, and now Mr, Kaminski is daily so■ n/Sp-Jm-y 
his home-grown, home-made cigarettes.

Mr. Kaminski, who before the vzar was a forester' in Poland, holds the view time 
growing tobacco is not a lazy man’s job, Mie urr;.v.u.-- Jr. t’vdforcst 3c-:b• -ftCr’llw e'clc k 
every morning and spends- an hour or so in.-hi-.- "plan:.id ices" before starting w-cru in • '... 
woods. His extraneous task involves ki.__lng slu; .< weodin.--; and'cutting cl’e fl-.;'-?zu Jr m 
his plants (three flowers, it scorns, must bo t n ?n f /orn each pjant before th.- Iv’-r.wc. w ■? 
ready for cutting). After the leaves have-loon cun l-ww-: is much "to ^e d.ne 
mixture is smokable; but considering the ~r: oc of l:'.-do. to a..'- nvth'L-i- cha 
■shortage, Mr. Kaminski assures us that his effc - ora '.'rjll voiwhwhjJl'.i,

Footnote for would-be tobacco grower;--: • t -v -.ororoo-'. L'uu •' i-.c nl-.-fs k>f gr >un.l 
in question are sites of old fires, the- woodash on -ja-ac pz-obaLiy Lavin" a g/.-oat de.J to 
do with the success of Mr. Kaminski’s effort •.

GLENTROOL C.MHLNG GROUNDS OPENED Co-. - inrr -‘■rounds in Scottn.nu’'b-tr'. .-_i~._on?j.
Forest Park — Glcntrool — have now been opened.. jjjI-c '.'.o-:' . t- ich.
reference was made in a recent issue of Liv Slasher the ■ .... -cd ;■. >-• ..last-class ,
facilities, including drinking.water laid on to well disuriLace.. stock .s good 
washing amenities and so on. The main c;,mnir..; area pleasantly satuo ted .n cn :. 
of the Loch, . and has ample accommbdation for -u..r-..rs o'1 alt. t n-r?, ,n. -.4;' -ath a 
or car or caravan. Charges are, of course, ynall. dd.br if.’’an area reserved d.LGj.u.s.lvjj.y
for girls’ organisations, while two deli-btful wooc.lo id -lades ar-, ad -v. as egn:' 
organisations; both boys’ and girls' rcs-..rn..l area, ry ’• ■: used fine -f o’.- u.’.> .
Following the pattern pf ctcnps in other bcOww-oh ■ j. horc-sl Yada: -.h jr - .-.-dl j a dao 
course be a wet.weather shelter where campers may .'. oher tc -.niu- Lcficrs,. ■i.L.ay '•awe.' -r 
just talk; work on this shelter is alx'e.I/ hnud '

TRA d’BRS . ' fi 1>th ci liet month the following br.a-isfe.aa--.
had been notified to Headquarters: -

Head Forester J,KENNEDY from Invcrlievcr to Asknish ..d Minard, (4;; fores-ox-
R. CROZIER from Loch jrd (Ackray) to ZhvcrTiaavor.- .ter BE, Sj-dZ> fr utd,;. j. :-
to- Srizedade, N.U. (e); Forester D^aL-am .'dk’J-sh a:;u'bdsta-d.yo x-och '\Y- (lcl:."i / 
17.(3), Per istor V,r. 17ALTON11f?J:’(E):- j-’erer.ti dd'/K;? 



me.
hon. secretary, now runs 
for truly Mabie is a

be added that a committee, with DONALD STEYZART as 
continued success attend the Committee’s efforts, 
an which to live and work.

It should 
the club. May 
pleasant place

A hard tennis court has been restored to a playable 
A good library lias been arranged through the

, in batches of JOO at

from Fcanioch to Glendurcr, 17. (s); Forester J. MACKAY from Ardross to South Strome, 
. (,3j: Foreman D. McDO'.ELL from Now Forest to Dalby N.E. (E); Foreman D, ROSS from 

Findon to Kcssock, N. (s); Foreman D. MURRAY from Millbuie to Craigphadrig, N. (s);
^■--‘--I'TEMENT (S. T. A.) from Inverness to Office of Director, England; Miss J.M.D. 

ThOKSON (E.O.) from Dumfries to Inverness; Miss J.C.S. McNEIL (E.O.) from Office of 
Director, Hales, to Cardiff,

oOCI. Jj biFE AT MABIE HOSTEL The beautifully sited hostel at Mabie Forest, in
uhc Souuii Conservancy, Scotland, now houses about AO Trainees and Forest Workers, To 
provide recreational facilities a club has been formed on lines suggested by Forester 
A. GRAMT. and, with the co-operation of the Conservancy staff and the Warden, MR.MATTHEWS 
successful wh'.-.st drives and dances have already been held. Incidentally, the hostel is 
a large country house, suitably converted, and therefore has excellent accommodation for 
such soc..?.l events. In point of fact the club is - open to all Mabie workers and residents, 
and dart-boards, table tennis and other equipement, purchased from the proceeds of dances 
and so on, are in considerable use. 
condition and tons is much frequented. 
County Librarian, who loans books, both fiction and non-fiction,

FOREST Q.-2.M0S (contd.) The Editor 
of The Slasher, writes State Forest 
Officer G.F. BALLANCE, S.W. (e) has called 
for records under the heading "Can You 
Boat It?" "But", he adds, "Forester 
E.C.KIBBLE at Eggesford may rest content 
that his forest holds one unassailable 
record — that of being the oldest 
Forestry Commission unit. For it was 
here, in November, 1919, that the very 
first trees were planted by the then 
brand new State Forest Service; the 
historic site is marked with a bronze 
plaque, now mounted on a granite mono­
lith in order that the spot may be 
commemorated for all time.

"As if inspired by this Holy of 
Holies, the remaining 1,000 acres of 
Eggesford, scattered in thirteen blocks 
on the hillocks of the valley of the 
River Taw, have developed far beyond 
earlier expectations and the stands of 
Douglas, Sitka and Norway, leavened with 

a little Larch and mixed hardwoods, present a pleasing picture. Planting at Eggesford 
is an almosu forgotten art, for the. emphasis is now on utilisation, and despatches have 
averaged over ten trucks per week for the whole of the current forest year.

. Not only docs Eggesford gladden the heart of the forester, but it is the happy 
hunewn, ground 01 our friend the G.P.O, Pole Inspector; and who can wonder, when there 
are in places over 5,000 cube per acre in 25' years, and quite often one cuts two 
telegraph poles from one ’stick’.

Clerk oj. Yorks aSLETT has recently arrived to make the roads, ready for the really 
big stuff to come out in the next year or so,"

ZiSiaS—Y^g-P-zcdale Tn an earlier issue a correspondent discoursed on social
life at Grizedale. Now hero is District Officer E,E.DIX0N to turn the spotlight on the 
foreso proper, "The monks of old", he writes, "were noted for their choice of ideal 
country.and^it is not surprising that they should have settled in the Furness district, 
stroceding from Barrow to the Valley of Grizedale. In possessing Grizcdale, the Forestry 
Comi.'.-.ssion has an almost unique forest, for its 4,000 acres embrace the valley and almost 
evci"aimig in it, except the church and the "pub"; should the monies return they might 
well renounce their vows of celibacy, particularly after looking in at the Forester’s 
office.

pEAgLPIl MR. FRASER STORY
It is with great regret that wo have to 

record the death in August of Mr. FRASER 
STORY, 0.3. E. , who was for many years the 
Commission’s Education and Publications 
Ofi icer.

Mr. Fraser Story, ’who was 72, was at one 
t?j.;o Professor of Forestry at the University 
College of North. Hales, Bangor, and in 1919 
he acted as Education Officer to the Interim 
Forest Authority. He joined the newly 
establiSiied Forestry Commission in the same 
year, remaining with the Department until 
his retirement in 1941, He was for several 
years honorary editor of the Empire 
Forestry Journal. It was for his out­
standing work on behalf of the Commission 
and forestry in general that he received 
the O.B.E.

"m Grizedale’s name we have a reminder of the days when the grize or wild boar was 
a common object of the chase. Its descendants, of which there are many in the area, are 
oi course tame, but Forester ARTHUR ICING (known locally as King Arthur) carries on the
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OF HEAD FORESTER TOM LEWIS
.nd the Forestry Commission. Such

,7hGP b;°X^ ’SC recentdy re’?irGd* Tom commenced work in the Dean in the’sun^er^/1898’ 
‘2 01 ft “ 1905 he becarne °?e of thc students at the first School of

stZnX-n-’ Hi^S ’ a I;VXILIP aVYLISS (then Deputy s^yor) was instrumental in 
' , f’ " lnstrucror was C.O.HANSOr.', and ho was awarded his certificate in 1905. A 

yc latex- Tom was appointed Woodman Forester in charge of thc Churchill district of the

, us that conditions then were far different than today. His ware
of J-8dI^ ^eV1US ?°USe’ anQ hC\V''aS ^ted the privilege of grazing a couple
„„ ~ x ln ;;-G enclosure. Pay day was on a Monday, once a month. Woodmen,
a~.t, ^oresuers were then called, had to present themselves twice a week at the Crown 
0^-ce xor instructions, fully dressed in Norfolk jacket, breeches and leggings, all 
ti e products oi local , radesmen. No-one would think of leaving his slasher behind on ' 
such occasions, for tnc Deputy Surveyor looked upon it as a badge of office.
-..-n ,“n V3se fays "Shanlc’s pony” was the only accepted means of transport, and Tom 
tXisfSedC+n ar,efs®d do'm" for usinE » bicycle on his beat. In 1911 Tom was

7 tbe R^SSG11 ?®at a\the 1924 he was-promoted’to Head Woodman;
n 2 C°“llssion Siding scheme first applied to the Dean officers, he 

Xt it' f °n mximum salaay, and.in 1929, on promotion to Head Forester,
uransTcx*rea bo rxntom. ’

YOUl'C- T'^OreLOjSdSdt™^i1?WinS offiGers; Deputy Surveyors BAYLISS,. LEASE, OSMASTON, 
; ■tX-re J 1 POPERT; Conservators BROADWOOD, MUIR and RYLE. To all he nays 
u. xJJL; • C b- -• 17

tv'Xt, •■1.len,TC suggested Forester DRYSDALE was at Fiunaiy farth-
~x' " ■' '^yj J-Hc Slasher started a party. The Forester, we said, "has only 45

POBHTF Cl-t- r Lraan william." Came a challenge from Education Officer T. A.Sa='«ia ,-o bj read to Corran Forty, cress, 
UC:"T of Cr>r->t/X~7q ""/3^-achulish,’.ath a considerable saving in mileage. Forester J. 
'-SoJn-’ ? f,onse2vancy,Scotland) states both previous contentions are

to 8ban theXXitrStit t th° Presumably from Lochaline,
-- ~ ‘ bmn estimate. From The Slasher correspondent,

Y;'r'?t7?nl’ comes endorsement of Forester Mowatt's claim,
duced to a r.--iepoCif/natT?y using the boat from Lochaline to Oban the distance is rc- 
Forcstur <->. hvC°* 'U-.—enne .y quotes ns follows from a letter he has received from
He 's- "Sire' 1^1 cofrecc in saying that the shortest route is by boat to Oban."
of Piunarv but 'i coranGnced> eight boats have been wrecked within sight
— - ’ b - - ■’/ -e} ner enc Sound of Mull can be- very beautiful and some very good

1-c •'hen one xorgets all about thc storms,"
South Conservancy, Scotland, welcomes District Officer W. S.FERGU3S0N, 
aioric ai ccr a serious illness. Mrs. NANKEVILLE, a member of thc 

xuox-ese vea m ~ ’ is tho of "Bill" Nankeville. "Bill"
of Bedd-clert "rcce-nt^v 'yr‘:-1C.Ganes*' Forester J.E.EVANS and Forest Worker R.R.PLERCE, 
the SoSs"^^ ^Sh thG ’S ■?elSh SCrViCC’
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