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NATIONAL FOREST PARKS There has been much in the Press of
late about the proposed establishment of National Parks and the Hobhouse Committee
Report on the matter has given rise to lively comment, There seems, however, little
doubt that all sechtions of the Press -- reflecting between them, of course, the
concensus of public opinion ~-- are unanimous as to the need for such Parks; the con-
troversy appears to be concerned with possible methods of administration and with
the *time lag which may be involved before the Parks are f ormed. Be this as it may,
it is a matter for pride that as long ago as 1 936 the Forestry Commission started
implementing its policy of throwing open large tracts of land and forest for public
cnjoyment, A review of the Commission's activity in this connection is not out of’
place, for cven today it comes as a surprise to many people to learn that so far six
National Forest Parks have been established,  lMoreover the facilities offered to
visitors are continually being improved and extended, and the morc widely kmownthis
is made the better,

Just to refresh your memory (if this is nccessary) it should be stated that the
National Forest Parks arc as follows, The Argyll Park was established in 1936 and

‘ comprises the Comnission's forests of

KITIED WHILE ROCK~CLIMBING Ardgerten, Glenbrmf_cer, Glenfinart and .
Benmore, together with the Glasgow
It is with great regret that news Corporation Estate of Ardgoil, The
has been received of atragedy which whole covers 58,500 acres, with 21,000
occurred in Snowdonia on 20th June; on acres regarded ag plantable, In 1938
that day KEVIN LYNCH, a Forest Worker The Forest of Dean Park was formed by
at Beddgelert, was Idlled while rock—-. combining the ancient forest with the
climbing., KEVIN LYNCH was 23 ond had  Commission's neighbouring woodlands in
been working at Beddgelert, a forest the Wye Valley; +the total area is nearly
in the National Forest Park of 29,000 acres, all under tree crops with
Snowdonia, since September last., He the exception of some open common land,
hailed from Liverpool, where he gave Glen Trool, extending to 110,000 acres
up engineering work in favour of in the Galloway district of South-West
forestry, and was a prospective can-— Scotland, was estoblished in 1943, with
didate for thc Foresters! School the main block consisting of Carrick
entrance examination this year, Forest in Ayrshire and the adjoining
Glen Trool Forest in Kirkcudbright,

: Glenmorc, which consists of the Queen's
Forest and covers some 12,500 acres, including some L.,000 acrcs of woodlands, has been
avoilable for public access forsame time, but was only recently officially declared open,
A Press visit to the area markecd the occasion, A11 the National Forest Parks have,

or arc to have, camping facilities and at Glenmore these arc newly provided and axc
certainly first-class. The camping ground is situated between Loch Morlich and
Glenmore Iodge; drinking water is laid on to the site and there arc good ablution
facilities, There is also an cxccllent shelter where campers may gather in wet weather
or in the cvenings when they wish to write letters, play games or mercly talk., A
smoller area is reserved for boys' organisations, while other new facilities for the
saie class of visitor are the "Norwegian Huts".,  These buildings are so named because
they were occupicd during the wor by Norwegion troops who were stationed at Glenmorc
they arc fitted with cooking stoves and hot and cold water systems, as well as clectric
1igh% and other convenicnces., Up to 40 boys can be accommodated at the same time, the
charge for the use of the huts being most reasonable, Part of the original Lodge
building has been placed at the disposal of the Scottish Education Department for use _ -
as & Sraining centre in outdoor activities and educution,and will be monaged by the
Central Council of Physical Recrecation,

Other National Forest Parks are Hardimott (7,000 acres), formed in 194k, and com-~

prising the greatcr part of the Cowmission's Herdkmott Forest; and Snowdonia, in

North Vialcs, The latter Park was formed in 1937 and cmbodics 21,000 acres of mountain,
rooriand and afforested foothills on cither side of the suwanit of Snowdon, The two B
foresss within the Park are Gwydyr and the smuller Beddgelert, and from both can be

- obtained some magnificent views of the great summits of Scowdonia,

L scries of Guides to all the Parks is now being published, as you no doubt know,
In case you arc ablc to recommend the virtues of these arcas to some camping friends,
the rerwinder might be given that Guides already issued are those to Argyll, Forest of
Decan ond Snowdonia, As it lwppens a recent Press visit was made to Snowdonia and this,
coupleé with the attrectivencss of the publication itself, has meant that the
Stotionery Office has so0ld out of the Snowdonia Guide in little morc than a month af'ter
its appearance,  Reprinting, however, is in progress.
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PAST, PRESENT ~- AND FUTURE The staff of the South Conservanoy (Seotland)
Office have recently moved into plcasing new premises at Greystone Park, Moffat Road,
Dunfries., On the lawn bchind the offices are two stones, relics of a circle of
nonoliths which was still complete o hundred ycars ago, and from whence comes the
name "Greystones". When the building was crected in 1887, bones ond a funeral urn
were found beside the largest stone.,  According to the authorities, such circles oz
of Neolithic origin and are from 3,500 to 4,500 years old., At that time, of course,
there was no timber shortage, and clear felling may be said to have been the order
of the day, On pondering these facts the Conservancy's tame poet was inspired to
reccord:

These Neolithic Fellows found

In Forest Growth no causc for fervency,

And little thought their Sacred lound

Would house a future South Conservancy! -

fter a long sojourn in cramped surroundings in Buccleugh Street, the

Conservator and his staff deserve our best wishes for a happy and useful future at v
Greystone Park.
UITUSUAL SETTING Forester G.W. PARKER, who is in charge of the
Plashetts, section of Kielder Forest, lives in & house at Plashetts Station,
Comrunications are almost non-existent and the railway, in fact, is the only mcans
of access to the area, The result is that the Rector of the near-by village of
Folstone approached Porcster PARKER with a view to holding rcligious scrvices at
Plashetts, and now a service is held on the last Sunday of each month in the front
room of the Forester!'s house, So far the congregation has never numbered less than
14 and is dravm from the occupants of famms and Forestry Commission cottages in the
neighbourhood.,
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NEWS FROM BRISTOL The S.W.(E) Conservancy Office Tennis Club,
referred to in the last issue of The Slasher, is now well established and recent
visitors included Messrs, TINSON and SPRINGALL, of the trovelling audit staff., Qur
Bristol correspondent reports that a good time was had by all in gathering balls

from +he banks of the Avon after an cxceptional oxhibition by Mr. TINSON. A challenge
received from Forester WILDASH to a cricket match at Savernake has, we are informed,
been received by the Conservancy stoff with mixed feelings, for there is at the

moment no means of kmowing just how strong a side Forester Wildash will turn out
against them., But a do or die spirit is being inculcated,

When Estates Officer .G, APEDAILE left the employ of the Comnission, having
recently resigned, he was prescented with a smoking outfit, This was the gift of
the Conservancy Office staff and the presentation was made by the Conservator,
Mr, A,H. POPERT,

Clerical Officer DAMEREIL hos now returned to the Bristol Office after Army
service,

—

TRANSFERS The following transfers were notified to
Headquarters to 21st June -

Divisional Officer F,E.B,de UPHAUGH has moved from Cambridge (East, Englond) to
Wolking (S.E, England) to take up duties as Private Woodlands Officer in, succession
to District Officer J,M.RO0SS, who is toldng over State Forestwork in the Conservancy.
Forester T,N,BROVNE goes from Giedd (South Wales) to Wentwood in the same
Conservancy; Forester T,L. JENKINS lcaves Delamere (N.W. England) for educational
duties at Iynford Holl; Forester K.A, BEATON moves from Inverimon (West, Scotland)
for Census work 2t Fearnoch; in the North Weles Conservancy, Assistant Engincer
J.W., HERRINGTON leaves Chirk for Shrewsbury; Forenan C,0, MACKINTOSH goes f rom
3ennan (South, Scotland) to Inchnacardoch (Horth, Scotland); Forcmen D.E. EARL
makes his debut at Alice Holt ofter being at XKennington Nursery; Assistant
Ingincer E,R, HUGGARD reamins in the South Wales Conservancy but moves from Brechfa
70 Rheola; in the West, Scotland, Conservancy G.l.GORDON tronsfers from Glenbranter
Comp to Glasgow; A REID, Temporary Clerk, joins the staff of the Edinburgh Ooffice
cf%er service at Dumfrics; Assistant Clerk of Vorks D, BENVET removes from Carradalc
(Viest, Scotlond) to INorth Commell in the same Gonservency,
THAT TOWER FLAGPOLE Reference was made in last month's issue of The
Siasher to the 82f+, flagpolc which has been presented to the Tower of London by a
Cenadian businessman, and to the 100f+t. pole, grown in the New Forest, which is
.destined for erection at Northerwood House, There is now news of greater giants.
Tirber Trades Journal refersto a151f+%., mast which was the gift in 1861 of the
Government of British Columbia, and which was crected in Kew Gardens. At the
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boy J\;n.,.l g of the present ccnturv this mast showed signs of decay; it was taken dowm
ak 1.1 12 and replaced sone s later by another pole from British Columbia., This was
said to be tnc sccond lar t flagstaff in the world and the largest in Europe, for it

wes 21485, long, 33 1n\,hc.., square at the butt, tapered to 12 inches at the top and weigh-
g& 14 tons. This particular pole came from a Douglas fir which, when felled, was 259f1%,

o butt 6£%, in diameter. It was brought to Dondon in a timber ship
in 1915, floated up the Thames, rolled ashore on a very high tide and dragged through
Kew Gardens, where it lay until its erection in 1919.
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in lcngth and had

— ———

CAL: UNIFORM? The Forestry Commission'!s official tie bears
a ;;r-k-::d reseiiblance to that of the Welsh Nationalist Party. The cffect of this
idence in some of the rural strongholds. of the Party may well be imagined, Forest

Officers, not all of whom are notive
I~——-~~--~~- Welshmen, or politically :minded, arc
HONOUR WHERE HONOUR IS DUE sometimes taken aback when they receive
| Qur congratulations go to three cordial greetings in the native tongue,
{ mcmbers of the Cormission's staff who Y'fhllc ardent _1}I:1honal:1.§ts, sporting o
| wore mentioned in the recent Birthda jaded Party tLe,.are S oble vofihs Sbelker
ponE L S to task as "foreign land-grobbers" by
; natives with a knowledge of Civil Service
] Consarvator JAMES FRASER, of "heraldry".
| Tuverness, rccelves the 0.B.E. for y
| o ASif"lJCILJ:}ly neritorious service on The tle bears an evel closer
the Urdd Gobaith

behadf of the Comaission, Mr., FRASER resemblance to that of

has been iﬂ charge at Inverness for Cymru (’.‘iclsh League of Youth), but so far
rony years and has made a big con- there is no record of a loitering Officer
tribution to the success of forestry being pressed into service as adjudicator
opc: tions in the North of Scotland, at an Urdd Eisteddfod on the strength
HieoP! Fone of his neck-wear. It is well knovm,
IILI%?SL(\JM ‘(JJ ;izzgnsgg i;:i J?)?\Itge however, that Forester R,H,ROBERTS, of
1y) receives om 14, B, . Hi; S Cynwyd Forest, North Wales, has, mdcr the
e R b o e e il dots it Yol tuition ?-fﬁ}-lls wife, become a star folk -
s e ‘csx; e Eer Al da.nc\.ar at hlstedc?fodiiu. ._f.Lrs: ROBERTS 1is
marters he received *;01 AR lecading the .COn‘blnanu of’ wglsn Daz}gers a
cfficient way in which, as Scoretaryhe the International Folk Dancing Festival
coped with last yeor!s Eapire Forestir : g R
B J P o oy e T e, Y
. Conference, : v
! The B.E.M., gocs to Head Forester FOREST CAMBOS (contd.) District
A.B, WEIR, who has well and truly Officer P.F., GARTHVWAITE writes cbout 4
scrved the Commission for 26 yeors Allerston F or"cgt, sometimes referred to
| and vho is now stationed at Kielder as Dalby. "It is some 7,000 acres in
I Britoin's largest State forcsﬁ ca. extent!, he says, and was one of the
e first areas to be acquired by the
Comaission; planting started in 1921 and has contimued every year since, with the re-
sult that 5 L;.36 acrcs have now been planted, The Forest lies north and cast of
the

;';'».‘_vnucn—lu-u_l\, with elevations of 250 feet in the west, rising to 750 feet in
north and eas

"ir. 4£,P. LONG, Director of Forestry for Walcs was Divisional Officer when the
lond was-first te 1rc,n over, and his original pln.ntlnggs now include some fine stands of .
flourishing Sitka and Norway spruce and Japanese larch, some of the latter in theln
third thinning, Other officers who had a hand in the early history of the forest are
G.B. RYIE and A,H.H., ROSS, In the late1920's G.J.L. BATTERS was here ond his name
rmust be added bo thnose of welllmown foresters who have been associated with the arca
From 1933 to 1948 it could almost be called !Fossey's Forest!, so closely was R.E.
SSEY COﬂIbC’tb(‘. 1t He was ably assisted by Head Forcster T E. ANDERSON who, axriliving

.L‘ (Sl 3]
aka 15550 secn the scasons in and out ever since, and has recently aided pogturl ty

by r‘oz..p_w, i _jj. the census of the forest.

"Deep ploughing by tractor-dravm plough started in 1930 and woas regularly carried
out on the moorlond until the advent of the 'R,L,R.' plough, which was used with
remarkable results by corparison with the 0ld methods, Ploughing actually started in

the arca before 19%0, for an old document shows that 70 acres of moorland wexrc
Wwere olouflu,d and .>unsc>11cd in 1870 with a specially made plough dravm by six horses
viiich was claimed to breask up the pan to a:depth of 12-18 inches, 'he crop then
crovn vies £elled during the 1914-18 war ond replanted in 1922 by the Comission with
This now forms onc of the finest stonds of this species in the

Jopanese larch,

country,
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"The forest is a beaubty spot visited by tourists and other travellers, not the
iled eamle which lived here throughout February

GE ag

naturalists from as far afield as lManchester, ™

least notable being the rare white-t
this year and was itself visited by
The Grondecur of Drummond Hill. T yecently visited Drummond HilI;(writes the

I

IATION OFFLCER). "lore than 3,000 acres of plantations grace the Hill end on one
sidc the trecs swecp down almost to the shores of Loch Tay, the pride of Perthshire.
ind Drummond Hill provides an outstanding example of how the pattern of our

ons can go hand in hand with the preservation of scenic amenity, and in this

particular casc one might say the forester has enhanced nature's glory,  True, vwithout
of trecs the Hill would still dominate the head of the Loch, but it viould be

sovbre sentinel. As it is the larches, European, Hybrid and Japanese,

the Noxway and Sitka spruces and the Douglas fir, combine to provide. a

A

rradation of foliage and tints.

CuDrumaond Hill has a unique claim to fame, for it was here, when the land was held
by the Carpbells,Lordsof Breadalbane, that perhaps tho biggest larch ever felled in
Scotlsnd became o fallen monarch of the forest. Tt had then reached the ripe old age
of 150 ycars and was 110 feet in length and six feet in diameter at the base. It was
of the renowm of this larch that the Commission decided, on acquiring

1922, to ensure that larch should be perpetuated among the species

lar~cly bechuse
Drummond Hill in
planted. ;
thrwmond Hill may be said to have been a systemtaically managed forest (shades of
the weuld-be dedicators!) for hundrcls of years, for the Campbells, who held the land
from some time in the 15th century, were great foresters; at least the southern slopes
of tac Hill have been under forest since about 1600 and were probably one of the earliest
plantcd arcas in the whole of Scotland. :

the last war nearly 7,000 tons of pitwood came from the thinnings of about

- 3t is estimated that about 500 acres will be thinned each year for the

"During

.C'I
20 ncres, ¢

next 15 years, giving an annual yicld of some 3,200 tons of timber, Most of this will
go to thc mines as pitprops, but there will also be an increasing amount available to
the local savmills for conversion to sawn timbex.

"The layman visitor to the forest may well stand in the shadow of Drummond Hill and
wonder how binber is extracted and brought down the precipitous rides; but ways and
means hove becn, and -are being, found, for Drummond Hill boasts a gravity railway. At
first clonce one is almost persuaded to visualise Heath Robinson turncd forester; but
one soon pcrceives the truc utalitarian virtues of the contraption as one heavily timber-
loaced truck descends-and an empty wagon moves upwards, It all probably adds‘up to the

best cfiort yet at the introduction of perpetual motion. I don't knovw, But I do know
that i% is o most effective means of transferring forest wealth to the outside world,

A% Drummond Hill the wire ropeway system is also employed, and on the less steep !
slopes a forest road is being constructed. : '

"There is some interssting, if in some cases destructive, wild life to be found at
d Hill. Roe, fallow and red deer are seen, as well as wild cat, foxes, caper-

Drumm
caillic and black game; the latter were particularly troublesome during planting in
recert years, for they fed extensively off the buds of young larch and pine,

"So much, then, for proud Drurmond Hill."
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CONTRIBUTORS FINDLY NOTE It has been nccessary this month to hold
over ~nc or two contributions, owing to shortage of space and the fact that some items:
arrived just as The Slasher was going to "press'. These will appear in the near future.
Meamhile the Bditor expresses his grateful thanks for increased support and interest

in this news letter,



