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R/DIO AND CONTROL OF FOREST FIRES Readers of The Slasher may have secn

rcferences in the Press to an experiment which took place in May at Bramshill Forest,
during which Windsor carriers, equipped with radio, were used to fight a "forest" fire.
The fire, of course, was one of brushwood and was 1lit specially for the purpose of the
exercise, ts location was in a clearing and every possible preccaution was taken

ageinst its spreading to the nearby plantations. So far as the Commission is concerned
the event made history, for it was the first time any full-scale operation of this kind
_had taken place. The procedure was as follows: the four ‘indsors, each with

auxilliary water tanks holding a total of 250 gallons, were manned by Cormission employees
ond placed in distant and stratcgic parts of the forest, each being given a special
designation == that is "Windsor White","Windsor Red", and so on, A radio control point
vias cstablished at the scene of the potential fire and, at a given time (unknown to the
Vindsor crews) the fire was touched off, Out from the control point went the call for
help and, within a few minutes, the WVindsors verc cmerging with almost Wellsian effect out
of the clouds of billowing smoke. The portable pumps werc already throbbing and in
little nore time than it takes to vrite this sentence streams of woter were being played
into the heart of the fire. To reinforce the Vindsors a mobile dam unit was also called
to the scene by radio.

The experiment certainly confirmed that as a means of introducing the utmost speed
into the fighting of forest fires, the use of radio~cum-Vindsors and other vehicles has
no equal, But whether this rothod of fire-fighting will be widely adopted remains to be
scen, for there are a number of considerations to be taken into account. Onc, of coursc,
is expense, and another is the matter of obtaining clearance from Tele~communications
section pf the G.P.0. to utilise a frequency band,

R.aders may be intercsted to know,that the possibilities of using aircraft in forest
fire-fichting are being investigated, In England liaison is procecding with the R, A.TF.,
and it is possible that one or two exercises may take place in the near future. Tho knows?
Perhaps one of these days we shall see our entirec forest arca patrolled by helicopter.
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CATCHING UP By April 30th there were welcome signe that the planting target
figures for the current Forest Year might be attained. The prograrme laid down for the
season covered 36,022 acres and the area actually plantcd by the datc in question was
31,533 acres, Figurcs for each country, with the targets in brackets, were: England Y
13,347 acres (14,522); Scotland, 16,000 acres (13,814);and Tales 5,500 acres (4,372). In
England 10,333 acres had been beaten up, figures for similar opcrations in Scotland and
W2les being 8,164 and 5,029 acres respectively, Good progress in lining out was also
reccorded, the target figure (in thousands) being 142,118 and that actually achieved
125,683,

The latest records again emphasise the importance of the economical utilisation of
produce, for they show that in the first six months 6f the Forest Year 2,162,256 cubic
feet of material had been invoiced, including 308,892 cubic feet of round mining timber,
Those who recall an earlier paragraph in The Slasher about utilisation will see therec has
been a steep rise in the overall figure (do not costs also rised) compared with that for
the first four months of the year ~~ an increcase, in fact, of 744,103 cubic feet.
A11 this goes towards making the perfect answer to the critics who speak of our inanimate
rows of regimented conifers and who arc loth to believe that the Cormission can make, and
is moking, an important contribution towards alleviating the timber shortage.

CUP FINAL REFEREL How many Conservancy Offices have on their staff a Cup Final
referce? The North:(Scotland) office provided, in the person of Alex MacKenzie (T/C II),
the referee for the Scottish Cup Final of the Shinty Association, played this year in
Inverness,

This sport has been described as a masculine form of hockey, but very few Shinty
enthusiasts would agree that there are grounds for cormarison, The pitch used is 170 by
80 yards, players number 12 in cach tean and are "armed" with a club or caman which, pre-
war, was made of hickory, Today it is usually of ash, There are no prohibitions against
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raising the club above shoulder level or hitting with one side only, and although play can
at times be robust, last season was notable for the absence of unpleasant incidents,

Llex MacKenzie controlled a thrilling final with distinction., The attendance was
7,000, a record for a Camanachd Cup Iinal, If that doesn't sound a lot of people we would
rcrind readers that the 7,000 were Highlanders almost to a man, The cup was presented to
the winning side (Newtonmore) by a Highland Laird bearing » name wellknown to us foresters,
nonc other than the distinguished ex~Cormando leadcer, Lord Lovat,
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DISCOURSE ON FLAG POLE According to a newspaper report, an 82 £, Douglas fir is
being scnt from a port in British Colurbia to this country, for use as a flag-pcle at thc
Tower of London.a It appears its despatch follows a casual remark by a Tower official tc
nrominent Canadian buslncssnan, to thu efféct that the Towsr nceded a new poles 1;J¢vsvly,
and stifling an obvious desire to ask if &uch 2 long journey is rezlly necessary, we would
point out that a 100 £, pole of the same species, grown in the New Forest, is now bcing
prepared for erection at Northerwood House, :

VELSH OFFICE STAFFS VISIT A FOREST More and more often these days are the non-
t@ohnchl mcmbcrs of the varicus office staffs going down into the forest, to see for them-
selves what is being done and vhy; ThHere is ncws from Wales of the office staffs of the
Welsh Directorate and North Vales Conservancy e, yﬂng their first instructional visit, 2nd in
this conncction they aré indebted to both the Director and Conservator == the first
facilitating, and the sccond for arranging, the ev ent But let our Aberystwyth corresp *ndent

ell thc story in his own words:

"The two contingents met in the delightful Corris Valley on a sunny Saturday morning
last month, Spirits ran h1~h as well they might, for conifer-clad slopes, rippling streams:
and a bluc sky provided a Vh,rnln" environment, Lhc ﬂarty numbering 50, was met by Distzict
Officer BUTLER and Forcsters FRASER and GRIFFITHS. Leaving the rcad it proceeded leisurely,
for the day .was hot, up a t 7 unfinished road through P. 30 Douglas plantatlons where
thinningz was in progress, Jonalderablc intercst was arvusc@ JJ an overhcad wire ropewvay
on which poles chained in bundles crossed 2 decp valley to a dump on the far side. The
party ultimately reached the dump by 2 more tortuous route.

"Getting Yack to the road higher up the "a’lﬂy, the party saw the poles being crosscut
by Portasaw ifto pitwood, and then inspected the nearby sm,ll truns“lant nUTrSCrys. C:nLurvator

FoC, BEST and Divisional Officer W,A, CADMAN mainta 1ncd an JntcrcstW.“ running cemmentary
on the various operations which were seea, The four new Swedish houses, by the way, cvoked
considerable intercst and not a little envy.

"Later the party made for Esgeirseiliog u*ﬁr. where a picnic lunch wes taken on the
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lavm, Like lions refreshed the party, or most it, then negotiated a steep road and

anxious To dcr onst
which was ¢ er
Director at uh 1'1"9.ich Goch Hotel, the
mutual expressions of good

clembered up a still steeper bank o the Idot of ano hﬂr gravity wire ropeway. It vias noted
thot the rope kept the pole=buiis hell off the ground during their 150 yard journey, while
the top foliage, which was left on the ~tems, actcd as a brake,

"Back in the oaaohe* he “qrty t off for Abergimolwyn, passiny tbc beautiful Talyllyn
Leke vith its inviting maubru d skirting the rusz-ed grandeur of Cader Idris (2,927 £t.).
The Taet that &t 3 p.m. o1 2 turd&j afternoon there | workers in the 11-acre nursery

ate wnb,lud havs and roto=tiilers was tywical off the kindly thoughtfulness
-

cellent tea, generously provided by the
two cantingents went their TCSppCthU ways with

RS The following transfers have become effective and are as notificd

up to May 19th, -
fficer T.H.WOOLRIDGE moves from Durris (East, Scotland) to Aberdeen; Diatrict
YELL leaves Aberdcen for Banchory (East, Scotland); District Officer G.

0

Officexr H, A, MAX

FORREST departs from Inverness to the Office of Director, Scotland, at Edinburch, In England,
B

District Ofiicer B.C, SELBY moves from Chester (Worth Vest Con"“rvqncy) to York (Nﬁ*tk_fﬁs*
Cnnscrvzncy)' District Officer F,G.COOD is posted to Bristol (South West Conservancy) frem
the Iew Forest., . To revert to Scotland, Foreman G,A.GOODLET (Scuth Conservancy) gocs fr<:
auchope to Bennan, and Foreman J., l.ucC?O?I leaves Denmore g'cet Conservancy) for Glerbranter:
Clerk of “orks A, A. WARD aoes from Monaughty (East Conservancy) to Darnock (erth Conscrvanc
Tn Fcifg, Conservancy Enginesr W.F. G, VEBB is tronisferred from Shrewsbury (North Conservancy).

o Cordiff (Scuth Co nservancj),_whilc Assistant Engincer L, B, GLADVELL departo from Dolzelly
(Do h Conservancy) for Shrewsbury, ;
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NO' THERE ARE THREE On Moy 20th, to Jean, wife of FRANK J, BRON, of the Director's
Officc, England, a daughter (51ster for Roger and Poter). “ﬂn,rﬁtulwflora, Mr, ond lirs,

BROVIT, Irczdcnuﬁlly this is the only birth amouncement tc reach The Slasher in the last
Aonth,  Is the Stork on strike, or is it just that readers are bashful? Please don't be

shy; we want to nf wr the ps0d news, tool -

THE “ORK THEY DO (o, 5) Visitors to 25, Sevile Row, will find, tucked away in a far
oc?ncz of Room 10k, an uncbtrusive section enenped in preparing the accounts of the Commissicn
‘//hlc'h nve eventually to be submitted to ?a liament. The section is under the supervision

of I, P, SHAPCOTT ably 2ssisted by A.BEEDLE ‘and iliss K,FPOVLER, The work of preparing the

appropriation Account invelves the surmarising of all the cash accounts received monthly Irom
Dircetorate ond Conservandy offices and combining them with fhe eash account for Headgquarters
1t5v?r a copy of the final surmary *“‘hi to the Comptroller and Auditor General, who is
Parliszment's req ~“unuurive; The section is also responsible for prepacsing the Annual

Trading isccount and the Financial Tables incliuded in the Ammual Repost, which involves,



wng other things, asscrbling and surmarising 21l transfer invoices, Unlikc_somuﬂothcr -
scetions at Headquarters, it has little direct contact with outside staff, but it is The-
le house for the Headquarters Currunt Account, through which pass all cash charses and
betwsen the various offices of the Department and to which come all Forms 4.112.
The CI\¢rn%A, Lord Robinson, as Accounting Officer of the Department, is perscnally respon-
sible for the account which Parliement regquires. It is wmlnly throush Accounts Section of
the Finance Dranch that he discharges the duties placed upon him,
AL Aberystwyth The Acquisition Section in the Head Office of the Welsh Directorate

: E,H, DRADFORD (H.E.0.) and is the special responsibility of Miss J.
(2.0.), vho is assistcd by R, H,FISHER (C.0,) and by the part-time services of ‘the
Drowing Oifice (V,H,VILLIAIS and F.ERYAN). The Section owns to what until now has been a
ercte It is cunstantly tormented by a vision of a hnr7c of TForesters and workmen waiting,
wistiully and mctionless, for the message "COMPLETED AT LAST"., When the message is issued
the 3cetion Tfondly imagzines the horde palvanised into frenzied action, with plantatzonc
shooting vp coms around them,

Small n, that with this pathetic vision ever before them the Section

ranticall y pibe ~ elusive "Completion Day", and imperious calls for action go out
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LHequisiti sutdoors and in is a never-ending cycle, Even whilé the approvals
from cne Commis: meeting are being cleared, the Section is hastily c'llectlnu a
batch of Acquisition O0fficers' Reports for the nbxt National Cormittee Wubtlp‘o If only,
sih thosc concerned, monthly pay days would come round as quickly as do the latter mectingsd

ot ot e e e e e e S e e

USE OF I'IRE "Two women were seen burning on this ares; but they ;
vanished as soon as our men appeared." So runs the official report of a fire in North Wales,

Yhat quec ts hizh altitude may have on "fire-ha >3J" foresters! To continue in

lishter vein, Here is on extract from a report reccived at one of the Directorates (with
mitted, for obvious reascns): I visited k and examined some photographs,

fr, Z, from your office", Both gentlemen, it is undcruth~c, vere,

passed A, 1. ,

r G, L, SHARP (nersnove) has sent along o uuv°?ap:r cutting which tells of a fence,

long, having been erected in lustralia as a defence against rabbits, There is

2 Torcster SHARP, that with a new “ust°mllﬂn ﬂ‘*cpf in wire strainers, one

actual names
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v ther with Ilx
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a renort, stabe
mor: out up 8o ruch of the fence in one day that it took hinm threo days to rcturn for ais
Jacketv, SNSRI e g SR e i e e ———
POAST X \PETHORPE", ‘writes District Officer R, C;J‘J\ELL " is part
of' whnt used to be the Great Rockinghgn Porest, which t”utcbui Trom Stlmfv”d Kc% cering
(ﬂl*ﬁt 2C rﬂlks) in the cwun%y of Northants, i"h up in the steeples of the cburchcs in’
this 'istrict arc small opertures wherein, in l days, lamps were placed to guide the
troveller on his way., Host of the hwctﬂ~fﬂp area is hardwosd of ap.roximately 30 feet high,
alth uth lasg Week I measured a Douglas fir and f wund it to be 6O feet t211l. The nak is
no isly slow=prowing and upon enquiry as to when it really started to increase in size
th roster replicd that this had never been very nnulccablc. (Probnblj like ths noustache
of cd District Officcr, these oaks ju t grow on us, so to vﬁcmk)

1wty well vwith thb thinnings, measurement bLein;; taken when the contractor

haz ‘ne worrics he e therefercy ol fblllng, extraction o rlJuS, conversion, haul-
&ge “tn ~~ just all profit, or is it? Imyway, the system works, and the povers that
be Llessing, 3

"The Scil is one of the stickiest, heuvic st clays I have ever knovm and deep cracks and
fissures appeer in dry weather.: (I nvarly sst my slasher in one in September last year).
Blackthorn is abundant on the area and we DClLva we all qualify for the 'Industrisl Ten'.

"Vaxinus methods of rpguncr'tﬁnn have been tried -~ acorns, seedlings, and tranc~1ants,

211 thrce with nurses. The best method? Frankly, we do not kmow, but.if you're ever this
s A W ! for we are very enxious to have fresh idcas mb\ut our problems,
o hok your ametite, for some reason or other the conifer nurses of 3.7, NoS. anc E.L.
ar;'l:jlnnlnj to die at 30 feet." :

v POy Us 9 ’isi‘?:,
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SOCL/L LITE AT BRISTOL Tuch talk went on recently cbout the possibilities of
estab 7 a

ishing 2 socizl club in the South Western Comservancy office at Bristol, Considerable

7 ss is now reported and by the tine this parapraph appears it is likely that the project

will have zone still further ahead, Under the alle chairmanship of T, 4, A, ALDERTON, - to whom
rent Ceal is owed Lor his wntiring work and interest, and backed by Secretary G,D.C.TUMAN,

a tenniz club has becn formed and this meets each lUuSO“. Nearly half the staff hos

enrollcd and a permancnt hard court has been sccured in the Avon Gorge. At first the

surr>unding 1rcc*;1t us rock-face distracts attention from the play, but surely few courts

e. more majestic setting, The court, with others, lies between the side .of the

\nl the River ivon, down which Cabot sailed so mony years azo, and hizh in the

the Clifton Suspension bLridsze, so familiar on post-card views and to Londoners

once - i ITouse, The location is certainly one where the worrigs of the day may be

frrrootten nnd ~ closer sense of comradeship developed,
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It is hovned that darts and table tennis will play a considerable nart in the Club's
procramme, Several pood players were oroe in the renovmed Camp Housc team,

.
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JORE ABOUT THE CHIEF CLERKS' COURSE : Chicf Clerks and others from 2ll ninetecn
of the Cormissionts offices spent 2 busy but pleasant few doys at Northerwood House in

April, The course was concerncd with Organisation and Method and included talks by
V. AeR, VEBSTER (Treasury O and 1f Division) and H, C, HEPBURN (Treasury Training and Education
Division), Controller of Finance V,BATES and Deputy Secretary E, C, SHANKS orgenised the
course, the former dealing with iccounting, Costing and Auditing ond the latter Organisation
(0 and 1f Report No.1), followed by Clerical Methods and Control, It was the first time in
the history of the Cormission that 21l the Chicf Clerks had been brought together and
though cach talk was followed by a discussion, unofficial groups often formed to carry
debate late into the night. -
The cxcursion to the forest was most welcome. For many it was their first visit to

o New Forest and 21l were immensely interested in the various features shown, which
included natural regeneration of oak and Scots oine and some fine stands of Scots pine
and Douzlas fir, i

The DECUTY DIRECTOR GENFRAL (Mr. A.H,GOSLING) and the SECRETARY (Mr. .7, HAMILTON)
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attended for the summing up which followed the conclusion of the various sessions, the
asscssment being avly carried but by F. G HANDFORD (Chief Clerk, Tadinburgh).

In addition to thosc already mentioned the following were present: E.S.d. HINDS,
W%, T.\ACKENZTE, C;R.GC.PINK, A.D,PATMER, I,HEVITT, L,A,CHAPLIN, G.IH, CLARK, H.'.GULLIVER,
G.P, TAYIOR, R.P.COOTE, T.%,HORRIS, .1, NICOLSON, J.0.LENNAN, T,H, McGEORGE, T, PARMER,
MAYEEW, ,EVANS, E,C.HARYER, J.G. S, GILLINGHAM, J,R,FERENS, M, D, SHAPCOTT, JeJ. Ve SUMHERS
R.DAVIES (part-time). - .
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YOU BEAT IT? This small featurc in a recent issue of The Slasher has called
th one or two replies. T. ', ROBBIE, Bducation Orficer, Glentress, challenges the
ement that Fiupary, irgyll, is farthest from the railway, -Forcster DRYSDALE, he says,
1.0 by road to Corran Ferry and then get the troin at Ballachulish, He does not
need to ro to Fort William, 45 miles away from Pivnary, Mr., ROBBIE wins, He points out
that Fiunary was in his district until February, 1946,

Torester G.C, HART states that a few seed of Acer Platanoides were sovn in Hemsted
Nursery; germination was fair, but one trce cxcelled and in the first year reached
oft, 1in,  In the second year it pab on 5ft. 1Zins., and in the third year LEt., so that
this maple now stands 11 ft. 2 ins, The butt Aismeter is threc inches., Anyone interested,
and who may be visiting Hemsted, will find the tree now planted 15 yards yutside the
nursery, on the right hond side of the Mile Drives
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NE7 DIRECTOR GENERAL 4t the time, so to speak, of going to press it is announced
that Mr, VL. TAYLOR will at the end of June relinguish the appointment of Director
General of the Commission. - He is to be succecdad by Mr. AJH, GOSLING, who is at present
Deputy Dircctor General,  Iir, W,H, GUILLEBAUD, the Cormission's Director of Research
and

né Education, will succeed lir, GOSLING as Deputy Director General; in turn lr. JAIES
CDONALD, Comsérvator cn the staff of the Director of Forestry for Scotland, will become
rector of Research and Education. :

-}
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ir, TAYLOR will continue to serve as a Forestry Commiszioner and for the present
will devote the whole of his time to the-work of <he Cormission, Hé joined the Commlssion
e

n
ot its inception in 1919 and has served in varicus capacities in the field, as Assistant
O

Cormissioner for England and Wales, and finally as Director General. ~He was appointed
a Forestry Cormissioner in 1938,

1fr. COSLING has scrved successively as a forester, District Officer, Divisional
Officer and Assistant Cormissioncr for Scotland and, before his appointment in May last
year as Deputy Director General, was Director of Torestry for Scotland, Mr, GUILLEDBAUD

joined the Forestry Branch of the Board of Agriculturc in 1914, and entered the service of
Commission in 1919 as Research Officexr, He was subsequently appointed a Divisional
0Officer and later scrved as Chief Research Officer,

ir, JIMES MecDONALD joined the Commission in 1924 and for a number of years wva
engaged on research work, at one time having his hchquurtcrs at the Imperial Forestry
Institute, Oxford, snd participating in the work of the Institute. Later he held the
panlc of Divisional Officer in Bast Anglia and in Scotland,
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