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PROGRESS -REPORT It-', is net-inappropriate that some-space should be devoted
to progress made in the various spheres of forestry operations, for while The Slasher is 
mainly personal in its news it is in the actual work of the Commission that our main 
interest lies. Readers may therefore care to note that, by the end of.February 15,083 
acres had been planted’, distributed over the three countries as follows: England 6,513 
acres;. Scotland 4,355 acres and. ales 2,235 acres. This means there is still considerable 
leeway'to be made up if the current season's target of 36,022 acres is to be reached and 
it is hoped that future returns will show that much has been done to close the gap. ;A . 
grand total of 15>223 acres had been beaten-up, while-the lining out figure (in thousands)"
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. In last month's issue reference | 
wq.s made to the temerity of would-be ■ 
thieves who used- markers at Dclamdrc 

.Forest-to identify produce they intend­
ed to remove and place .pn- the Christmas 
.tree market.

But from VolLH/liLTOlT (H.C.) comes 
a story which,for sheer effrontery, 
beats anything Heard to date. Hille on 
a Christmas visit to his home lir. 
Hamilton's son, who is farming in the’ 
lest Country, told his father of a raid 
on a local chicken farm. The thieves 
i.gnorhed. the hens but took all the cock­
erels except one; behind them they left a 
note saying: "Tfe have left you this bird- 
sc that you may replenish tho stock in 
time f or our visit next year. "

Human nature being what it is V. H. H, 
was highly amused.

But that very same night his own 
chicken houses, in Test Kent, were raided. 
His hens, too. wore disregarded; all his 
cockerels - quite a number - except one 
were stolen. This lone bird, too, is 
now busily engaged in replenishing stock. < 

it;s detail is excellent and convoys much to

was 45,-867 (England 24,938; Scotland 13,243. 
and Dales -7,687); where the latter operation 
is concerned the target is by no means reached, 
but with two months to go at the time of 
■.Triting there may be a different story tc tell, 
at the close of the season. " •

Seed collection appears’to Have been 
satisfactory, the target figure', being sur- , 
passed or closely approached for every'specie's'- 
except Japanese Larch and Norway Sprub'e. d-

The, importance of utilisation of produce : 
is steadily growing, no less, than 1,418,153 
cubic feet of material having been invoiced' 
during the first four months of the Forest 
Year 1948. This total includes 285,606 cubic 
feet of round mining timber. Tho numbers of - 
intimations to consider dedication had reached 
a total of 894 by the end of February, 
involving an area of 506,162 acres.

PHOTOGRAPHIC COMPETITION Well over a
hundred photographs 'were received for this 
competition, which was judged in March by the 
Technical Committee, and quite a number of the 
entries were of a high standard. The judges 
had no easy task; after considerable 
deliberation, however, tho first prize of £5 
was awarded to A. D. S. MACPHERSON, a Forest 
'Yorker at South Laggan, Scotland, for his 
photograph of Lophyrus Pin! on Scots Pine. 
This particular photograph is an outstanding 
example of public-plus-technical interest: 

the forester, while it will certainly have an
2-poeal (if somewhat bizarre) to tho layman, who is all too ignorant of the problems 
created by forest tree pests. Second prize (,€5) has gone to DISTRICT OFFICER M. J. PENISTAN, 
of DUl'IFRIES, who submitted a splendid photograph of 35-ycars old European Larch ovor 
Chcstnut cornice, while the third prize of £2 has been awarded to J.D. JATSON, a Forest 
'.lorker at Friston, (s), England, whose entry is a really fine effort depicting planting 
on ploughed land. It is hoped that these prize-winning photographs will be among those 
displayed with the Commission's exhibit this year at the leading agricultural shows. A 
number of photographs have been selected for inclusion in the library which is slowly but 
steadily being build up at Headquarters, and the competitors concerned will be hearing from 
the Information Officer in the near future.

FOREST CAMEOS Many who serve the Commission in the field know quite a
let about quite a number of forests, either because they have worked in some of them in.the 
past, or by rerutc. Y'ith the object of encouraging interest in the other fellow's beat at 
had been intended that The Slasher should present, each month, a pen-picture of what is 
going on in various units. Contributors to date, however, have shown a not unwelcome 
diversity of stvle and it would, be something of a pity if their material were- to be given 
in the form of cold, impersonal reporting. Space is therefore provided and, it is hoped, 
will be provided in future issues, to enable various officers and others to present cameos 
of forests vzith which they -arc now particularly concerned, or in which they arc especially 
interested. Here, then, is contribution by DISTRICT OFFICER J, A.N. KENN DY, Forres.



"Monaughty Forest, situated, about five miles ..’est of Elgin, was one of the first elevon 
Forestry Commission forests to be acquired, in Scotland. The eirst planting ’.as aono ..n 
F.Y. 21 and the whole Unit ’..’as planted by F.'Y. 35. During the war about 90 acres of 
acquired and sone Forestry Commission planted plantations were cut and thus au the present 
tine this is the only planting which has to bo done out of a total area of 5,000 acres.

"Thinning is the chief job in the Forest. Last year 342 acres were thinned and 80,000 
o. ft. of timber produced, fith a view to increasing v'.e pace timber sicrciiancs are to bain 
sone of the woods. The Road Section of our service cor_'.encccl operations an January, 1947, 
and considerable headwa-'r has been node since then.

"There is one good story which is worth recording in those days -.hen there is a cry for 
more production. The trapper at I.’.onaughtj’- is now elderly and, incidentally, in bis young 
days was reputed to be able to split .a oigo.rot’cc card on. edge wi’ch a . 22 bullet at twenty 
yards. On the south side of the. Forest the famous Pluscarden Abbey lies in the hollow 
about 400 yards away from a scree ’..ditch is at present being worked by the Road Section. 
This Abbey was burnt by the '..rolf of Badenoch in the fourteenth century and the story is 
that the Nuns buried their treasures of silver end gold on the hillside above the Abbey, 
when warned of the approach of the '.oil. The Forester, on his rounds one day, noticed 
extra, activity on this scree and asked the reason. The reply was that our worthy trapper 
had told the story of the hidden treasure and had informed the workers that the treasure was 
hidden in that very scree."

Ode to_Chqpwell District Off 1001- II.N. ADAMS contributes the following:
"To be the first forest of the first Division of England was the distinction modestly 

borne, for all its 800 acres, by Chopwcll hoods, sixpenny 'bus ride from Newcastle-upon-Tyne, 
Only Destiny could have provided a name so apt, and wo can disregard the philologists who 
would transcend our simple faith with the medieval "Chcppewell" and the Roman derivation 
"Clappa's ■'ell" - a more watering place. One sighs these days for a little more of that 
water, for the coal mines have long since drawn off Clan-pa’s springs, and the low rainfall 
and drying rigour of the N.E. Coast, with wind, snow and man's" industrial pollution, to­
gether give a problem in forestry.

"Pro?i Elizabethan days, when they became vested in the Crown, those woods have boon 
xnrious for Oak, and with no thought for the morrow they wore c:q>loitcd, until anxiety for 
nayal timbers persuaded the commissioning of Yilliom Billington - of Dean fame - to super-

replanting in the 1820's. How much blew down on handy Monday (7th Juno, 1859) and the 
efforts of James Brown, 20 years later, to repair this damage by clear felling the lot, 
makes a sad scory; bur iiis successful repla.nti.ng of Lurch amid the coppicing hardwoods in 
1858, together with the varied .and novel introductions of the Armstrong College of Forestry 
early^in chis century, promoted a burgeoning 1 meh, in the "Tar just passed, realised more ’ 
i,han unrec-quarters of a million cubic foet of sow timber (half million were Conifer), 
40,000 cubic feet of poles for pitwood, and much charcoal.

1--e -^rvest still goes on among the younger .acquired and older F. C. plantations, 
gi/ing profitable work m these,and. the home nurseries, for 20 workers.

■'Most of the 5o0 acres clear felled have now been replanted by Forester John CUMMING, 
and so a new chapter, to which he inscribes his name, is added to the story of Chonwcll."

rASolrsC OF DKR .PpR L.B. REN It is wi.th the greatest regret that we have to
record une dcatn on 20th March of Mr. L.D. .REN, who had boon Hoad Keener in the New Forest 
since may, 193&. Mr. Iren, who was 59, had been ill since early in January.

™ ~ . _.tUul Recently the Aberystwyth Social Club staged a Brains
Trusr comprised ox Messrs. MACKEllJIE, BRADFORD and EDUARDS, with Miss HORSHAM as Question- 
Iaascer. juesuions wore invited on any aspect of the Department's activities, though 
spontaneous, answers were not guaranteed.' Enquiries ranged from the simple "Y.hat is bcating- 
UP!' , , . "boat is a Private ./oodlands Officer?" and "What is the system of stores 
accounting?" and so on to the more formidable "Uhat considerations affect choice of species 
xor plancing:"; but uhc Trust was able to deal with all comers ’/ithout (much) consultation 
of reference books kept handy in case of need.

1 .Lae session ’./as ..ell attendee, •mci the evening voted a success; there can be no doubt 
as to the value of such ventures.

oTU.D.j'.'.T o .AoOj.': AT NORTHiRjOOD The "Student Season" opened at Northorwood House on
1pun .1 .rch, with a visit oy a po.rty from. Cambridge University under the leadership of their 
lecturer, Mr.^ C.H. THOMPSON. District Officer L.G.T. KENYON led them on a threc-day lightning 
toui 01. uhu hew Forest, o.es.. ;ncc. to cover as many different aspects of forestry as possible. 
Toe s tu.c.cnts saw m progress nursery work, planting, beating-up. brushing, cleaning, pruning, 
thinning, felling, preparation of produce, draining and road-making. They were shown examples 
01 cle ..r—felling, group, strip and seeding fellings, and natural regeneration of hardwoods
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. w V) The title of "Industrial Section" of Establishment
is of a misnoaor, because, also Mlrf ». yortesen * Wg

and traffic accident matters, H.G. HX®i is in charge, assiscea by uhe xiioSoS A.M. BROOKS 
and V.E. I’OODARD.

The main wox-k is obviously considerable 
about 13,000 industrial workers; there is al 
quarters of a number of Trade Unions.

Government Depart: 
the I orkr.cn’ s Coapensa 
then, the Section is operating as 
Each month over 100 v-erkmen's Comp 
dealt with, the latter, of course, 
in which some of our 850 vehicles

Her 
traffic accidents (to 
their folks) could po, 
It would be so much better for all concerned, and particularly lor uhc suAicrcrs, _a u 
were fewer cases claiming the attention of the Section, and uhs development maon,^ x--j 
of a greater "accident prevention" consciousness has much to commend it. Will you nelp.

Trade Unions.  ... . .
nts do not insure with companies for liabilities either (1 ^unaer 
.on Acts or (2) in connection -.zith traffic accidents. In effect, 

n insurance company (excluding the finance aspect), 
nsation cases and-about 20 traxxic accic-cnc cases ..rm­
relating to claims by us or on us arising from accidents 
.re involved,

Soil pits, sample plots and cxperimcnl
'erent species were seen growing in the
id the famous bomb crater wore visited - the party stood in ate -.znen^ y.icy 
.ssivc Douglas Fir (10? ft.) which has been felled and nc-lcd in rcaainuss 
i as a flagstaff at Northerwood House.

An interest^nr- mornin- was spent at Messrs. Burt, Boulton & Haywood’s Touton depot,
whore home-grown and imported telegraph poles and sleepers were seen 
preservative treatment, up-to-date sawmilling methods demons ua" ma r  a a

species cf imported timber examined.
On the third day the party returned to Northerwood w> 

after a 12-mile walk. , ,
One of the lighter moments of the tour occuruea wnen 

conductor to fight a vigorous fire in the open for< 
who had gone to much trouble to kindle the fire in 
heather. The conductor remained in the background 
this encounter, but the inescapable Bush Telegraoa 
Divisional Office with averted head.1 

At Cadogan Square The Private Woodlands d Nurseries Section is^ in-charge
of A.W. 1IATTHEW3, who is assisted by Jean TUCKER, C.A. CARPENTER and F. C. REDD. jiss ^Un­
concern is Grant Schemes which she tends, so to speak, from,the cradle to the grave (apart 
from what is done in the Conservancies, of course.'). She it as who scrutinises the 
applications, prepares cases for payment foliowing inspection, and keeps records (you never 
know who'll .ask what.’). C.A. CARPENTER deals with Dedication and wire netting, licences lor 
private estate forestry. So far Dedication work in the Oxficc ox Direct ?a, Encana, .. .^ 
been largely that of "getting the house in order", but now the Dedication Booklet is out 
there is much speculation as to the resultj one Private v-ooc-lano.s Oiiicei aas, it i^ icno./n? 
been striving hard to send in the first case calling for the legal a email ernes. Tnc i..any 
duties inseparable from Dedication, e.g. liaison with other Government Departments on such 
questions as Tree Preservation Orders and Sncl’cer Belt cases under 'cue Lili Farming 
arc also C.A. CARPENTER'S responsibility. F. C. REDD handles records for nursery work iron 
the time seed is collected until the plants leave the nursery for the forest, or arc sold 
to the trade; he sees that Conservancies get as many plants, and as much seed,as possible 
for forest and nursery. In addition he is concerned with cone ana seed collection, 
extraction, manures and fertilizers, soil analysis tests, action to oe taken,on the , 
Nurso7c5.cs Officer's inspection reports and, lios*c difyicul’b 01 all> enclcnvourinp, to sa is y 
the demands of nurserymen for forest trees. Incidentally, he is still hoping i.h„ c one day 
Technical Officers will not find it necessary to amend their N.R.& P. forms after ho has 
done most of the summary.'

In addition to the above the Section handles Services Land Requirements Committee 
questions, matters arising from the Surplus Airfields Committee, and arrangements with the 
R. A.F. for fire-fighting co-operation.

The foregoing covers the executive work; the Section as a vzhole comes under tae 
technical gu-idnnee of Mr. I.'INNE JONES (Private Woodlands) and Messrs. CONNELL and PATERSON 
(re Plants & Nursery work),

At Aberystwyth The Welsh Directorate "Glory-Hole" is manned by H. J. POPE,
Miss E. C. AKISTER and D.E. HUGHES, the two former being C.O. 's who joined the Commission in 
October and November, 194-6, respectively and the latter a temporary Of. leer recruited at 
Aberystv/yth. ’Haile still in the "nursery" stage the move to Cymru (Uales to you, 
foreigners.') took place with Messrs. POPE and KIRKWOOD (the latter since called up for 



. .u2. Service, but still an touch) on the despatching end and D.B. HUGHES ably 
assisted oy the locally recruited Messengers - Messrs. JOHNSTON, RAFTREE and HUMP’-TJYS - 
•:n the "sticky" end. No.papers were lost en route (it is hoped}.') and re gist ry has now 
scv-clcd^-io-,.-a. as a. well oiled, smooth running machine with the motto "Service with a Smile" 
<aex bvxere bne stall. It as whispered that having passed the 1 + 0 stage the staff 
c-n.33.dor themselves fit for lining out, and the Chief Clerk is waiting with apprehension 
xpr c.v expected deluge of applications from volunteers anxious to have their turn of fun 
mu; '-■"•os witn the 5,000 or so files.

A?'snys^our Aberystwyth correspondent, anyone can answer a simulc memo bus it 
c ...  tins co eecicte weich wrong file to put the copy in.'
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‘ Mow that the Forestry Commission
>_e ■c-irough Headquarters a number of enquiries have been rece" 

p 9 ^answer is - from C.E.MUNDAY, LID., 7, Irving Strce 
pnct; /s. ^d. post free, and one coupon.

General
.•togr-.*.r. .is 
'.esc ■ ac­
table

(.u;; Aj-ICS^JOLT Staff-Losses; E.S. CHILD and the Misses
... .MiRrLSOa wove resigned from the Census, the latter to take up an nnno^ 

•c. J. CHRISTIE has left the Sample Plot Party fox’ ,i course 'c 
ng jcnool. Gains: D.MANICOM has joined the Sample plot I-e 
.C.MNT and Hiss RUMSEY have been recruited on the clerical -M 
no xact that Press agency photographers have been busy talon 
o-xxe-xcnu aspects ox work carried out nt the Research Station 
arc.likely to have a world-wide circulation. Recently a tec 
vasated Headquarters (full report in next months issue).

R.F. HOOD (Silviculturalist, South) has made 
"The Grafter's Handbook".'

prooaoly Beddgelert in Caernarvonshire. Forester J. . FTAF.S 
’ oj. rnxnfall every year. Dut the trees love it, and 't koe.?

■ni.gh.
J. rii/bCrSi c?uLu olli fb. 
leaving his unit.

.-/hat about Fiunary, Argyll? Forester A.DRYSDALE
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J12 Cont inert. Ly tinge Forest, Kent. Forester J.P. ;.T?.wUS'. 
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c me over and probably when the German long-range, cross-Channel

and his siaf?f I'.v.. ;□ 
is when ch< flying bombs 
guns -:;c..e 'n acui'

G ls regretccci ci-iau owing to shortage of .-ticc it has 
accessary to nold over one or two i£cms. But ulcnsc don't ease wo on so?-.dinr; nlorv 

iOr only way in which The Slasher can become truly roorcs..ntntivu is for-’ 
co be -. sustained flow of contributions from an increased nw.ocr of contributors.


