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ABOUT THE SLASHER Therc seems little doubt that the first issue of

The Slasher was -rell received, and it has been gratifying to read the several bouquets
which have reached the Edivor, "A cood effort - would like to see The Slasher
continued" is a {ypical extract. This month it is possible to increase the size to
four pages, and it is devoutly hoped that the measurc of contributions will be such as
: to cnsure that this may be done on most
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occasions, But, as was pointed out by
the DIRECTOR GENERAL in January, IT ALL .
DEPENDS ON YOU. So do please help main-
toin o flow of news items, and don't just
lcave it to the other fellow.

TRAGIC DEATH OF FORESTER T, ALLAN

It is with great regret that we
have to reccord the death, which occurred
in tragic circumstances, of Forester
Tor: Allan, who for some time had been
engased on instructional dutics at Lynford
School. M Allan was cycling at Mundford
on Januery 16 - the day after his birthday-

A%t this stage, in the light of
several conmunications received about the
title of this news-letfer, it is appropriate

when he was involved in an accident with a to mention why The Slasher was chosen as
notor von and was fatally injured.  Aged its name. The choice was made because it

45, he had served the Commission For mony
years, being nromoted Forester in 1929,
For o very lonz while hehadbeena ncmber of
the Grades Committee of the Civil Serviee
Union, : :

Many of Mr, Allan's colleagues in
the Department will recall mecting: him
during the sumer of last year, when he
helpcd with the staging of the Cormission's
exhibit at- various agricultural shows.
The Fforests in which he had served include
Tentsmuir, Kirkhill, Clashindarroch, Durris,
Drumtochty and Keilour; during the war he
WalSEWASGH RH TSRS

was nccessary to decide on somctining
symbolic of those concerned with. forestry,
and ‘the slasher has for long been regerded,
so to spmeak, as an insignia of office among
a biz proportion of those who serve the
Cormiission, Tor those whose daily avoca-
tion restricts them to an office chair, it
should be explained that o slasher consists
of o shaft and 2 blade; originolly a
hedging tool, its utilitarian value to
forcsters will be obvious. Thas
invariably carried by all our woodsmen
when in the plantations - including Loxd
Robinson,

HELP FOR THE CAMPEE Due to be
lounched in the near future on an unsuspect=

ing but, it is to be hoped, appreciative nublic is the new Guide to the National Forest

Park of Snowdonia,

It is cxmected that this

nublication will be on sale before the end

of Morch and it should attract the intercst of cammers and ramblers, for it will contain

a wealth of information os well as some attractive maps.

Reference to this Guide

rervinds us that its issue, and thot of Guides to the Arpyll Park and to the Forest of

Dean, owe

ruch to various officers and nmembers of the Commission's staff, The

Snowdonis Guide will include an informative account of the forests and plantations by

R.H. SMITH, who was formerly at Shrewsbury and is now at
Conscrvator ¥, C.
the butterflics and noths »neculiar to the mount

South Bast Conservancy, England,

Toking, Headquarters of the
DBST (North “ales) has described

ain region, while J,L. SHAW (District

Officer, North Vales) bas dealt ith the many attractive walks around the village of
Bettws—y-Cocd, .wherc many visitors to Snowdonic are likely to stay.

¥ b Vhere the Arcyll Guide is concerned H. YATSON, Education
O0fficer, Ecnmore School, provided some first-cless photographs of Highlend scenery to

illustrate the publication which, of course, was o revised edition,
a Porestry Commissioner and Gaelic scholor, translated the nlace names,

Forest of Dean'Guide, the DIRECIOR

Mr, J.M, BANNERIAN,
Then, for the

SR s o R L GLIERAL (ifr. .L. TAYLOR)vwrotean intercsting account of
the wild life of that arez, on which he is an aclmowledged authority.

Conservator

A,D, HOPKINSON (Zast, England) told the story of the plantations from 1800 to 1946, and

Conservator A,H. POPLRT (South Test,

Englond) described the zbundant insect life.

J,1, B, BROWN, of the Rescarch Branch, dealt with plant life and vegetation in the Dean

TForest and the Vye Valley.

Miss RODERTA EUANET (Rdinburgh Office) and R,A, AXTELL (Office

of the Dircector, England) provided the nmops for these Guides.
Dy »utting ot the disposal of those who commile the

Guides their unique knovwledge of natura

the Departnent's presti

[

history and allied subjects in their ovm districts
or arcosin vhich they have served, thesc contributors
re among the sencral public,

ossist enormously in helping to raise



WO IIEAN ACHLIEVEMENT It is no secret that strenuous cfforts are being
made to remove the ti me~lag in the »ublication of the Commlsalon s Annual Reports, for
that for the year-ending September 30th, 1946, has only recently appeared, These
Reports, apart from placing a nicturs bofore Parliament of the Commission's operations,

C ' coful nedia for informing the public of what is being done to rehabilitate
~ints -LOI"’SL:S; Not only are they placed on sele, but it is customary ;
o refer to them and these circumstonces make it all the more necessary

and information which are given to be as up to cL’cp as "')oss:.'blc. In

the recently published Report there is a Mr""*ph of outstanding significancei and

one wialich makes a good hf".ll\lf"” point when one is discussing the merits of a

Government Depardment as a producer, This states that from the outbreak of war to .
Scotember, ,46, Tthe timber and »Hitwood sold to the Board of Trade from the Cormission's
woods, ond used for purposcs directly comnected with the war, to“balled. 512 million

cubic feet, the value of which was 552,251,000, -

GOOD TIME 'TAS HAD TY ALL Social Clubs of Headauarters and the
Dircctorate of England joined forces for the pumose of staging o dance and social,
This tock place on January 12 at the Duke of York's HoQs Su"’VlCCS Club. Althouch
the event vas held in Chelsea it wos not Bohemia 1, but there was certainly plenty
of fun. "JOHNITY" WALKER (Bstablishment Branch, H.Q. ) was Master of Cercmonies and

had the pleasurc of welcoming both LOXD and LADY ROBINSON as tell as the DIRECTOR
GENCRAL and Ifrs, TAY ~JO"{‘, Other welcome were the DEFUTY DIRECTOR GENERAL
(Mr. A,H, COSLING) and Mrs., GOSLING. X

icnds was Mre T.7. CLELAND (formerly
the Cormission's Seecre L,n_ry) and lirs. CLE] .:.J‘D Ilusic was provided by TERRY BANNOM
and his Band, and prizes Went to the winners of novelty ca'nces' and games, Among;

u’nosc who playcd & leading »art in orpanising the event, in addition to .JOHNNY
R. LEWIS (Deputy Chicf th*k, England), F. DIOWN (also of the Office

land) and HMiss R.i% ' FMSLEY, (H.Q. s

KEEP Cil SAVING Such is human Lrailty that memories

of the war tend sgated more and more into the background. This, .of

course, is nct people were bereaved or suffered other se

but nevertheless as o race incline to dispense from our ninds thoushts ‘that are
unpleasant or irksome, llany of uu, 't;oo have garnered unto ourselves a subconscilous
impression that most of the things we di 3 duxring t.w,\, conflict are no longer necessary.
Hothing is further from the truth; we o‘cﬂll nced: to plan-and work for-a really worth-
vhile peace and effective reconstruction with the some irtensi ty that we strove for
vic"cory. Above 211l we must SAVE: hence this reminder on behalf of the Civil Service

o

Savings Schene, It docsn't matter what we put our savings into —- Savings Banks,
Certificates or Defence Bonds —- so long 2s we save, Let it suffice that we cormend

you to the leaflet enclosed vith your last moy slip and urge you to complete the
r of nuthority and send it vithout delay to the Cashier at Headquarters, 25 Savile
Ro 7y London, .1, -
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OTBALL SEASON FORESTER . H, MACKAY, of Borgic,
invited in the Pfirst issue of The Slusher to toll us how life £ocs on in
Tar distont parts of Scotland, has responded and added the corment that he
1L,\,1 the circulation -of this news~letier "helps to bring nore closely together the
widels J scattered 'eleménts! of the Cormission", Herc, in his own vords, is
Forester Mackey's despatehs
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"Durinz the winter "1ont‘ s it is.
quite 2 usunl expcricncc to be !'snowed-up! for several days <t o time, and then
practically all travel is on foot. At present (early J,.nu..ry) we arc expericneing a
period of severe frost, which is Gisrupting practically all outdoor work, for all the
roads lcading to Borpgie are 1m,-bound. '

ife ot Borgie is mos
noticable by its almost complete absence, It is cormon for rosidents to have to
walk or cyocle a distance of five miles or more %o the nearest centre of pocial activity -
nanely the Village Hall, Here, ’che prograrme in the moin is one of whist drives and
an occasional dance.  During the sumer, however, 1life becomes quite 'gay', for our
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ite usual for the local team and

football season is then ot its height; 4t i 7
lorry — the only means of trans-

5 QL
supportcrs to travel upwards of 50 '“‘llpS bv opei
port - to play opposing teams in hotly-contcsted

yoing is one of the bissest problenms
for the housewife, for the nearest shopping centre 1is iles ,distont, and
croceries are delivered only once o nonth.  Quite often it is ncaring midnight
vhen the grocer's van arrives, making its prescnce lmowm by a hooting of horn and
the grinding of brokes.

\ ) s of c’-ifficul’cics, however,
work in the Forest and the Nursery gocs on steaxdily. At prosent the main problen
.5 »loughing by tractor; as the neorest mninbensnce cnginecy is almost 100 miles

away ond bthe nearest public telephoiic £our iiiles distont, o silent prayer is
repeatedly offered that no scrious breokdowm e~y occur, in order that ~ rcasoncble
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prosranac may be commleted”, ;

Forestor MACKAY has many old
him my carc to note that his
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ompetition, which had
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been extended, closcd on Januazy 15, by vhish fime ~n imicresving sclectlon of
¢Zforts had hcen received. Every endenvouy *'IL "oc nnde to carry out the judging
in the near fature but, 1T .2 &, it vill be umavoidable. The
jucges, .as you lkmow, ars no i the Tectk Commdttee;  their January neeting
h~s onssed ond the ebruary deliberations will st —wobably take plece in Edinburgh,

il pessible tfor Lmn to undertake

C0N.

Sal it may noG be beronresiy
the necessary ~djudication,

TR YORK TIEY DO ”"'h.is parasraph is the first of o serics
to e ‘wublls.hv in the hope readers will : Ynow vwho ot Headquarters 1
vtho, what they do ond why. Thus o little m ¢ ~chicved towards turning a cold

sirm~ture, cr A noame one may hcar, into saact’ ins of noze pcrsonal si;;nif icance.

i under A.D, PAU‘EII (Es‘ba’ lishment) , e 1 in charse, The latte
iS 88 i U (- bV Ln\/ llb"" TR 5 HOSS Rl \ "‘1(.\. Nessrs IL(- o ‘.?.o CU—'TCKF ".n@

12l st One : Losk gricy imnee 01’ nw._c'ly 2,000 personal
files for nembers 5 stalfll sts by grade mfl
location arc kept 25 1 (1’) .,v)U.l"""lj rmcrruﬂ to aa
T s conndetion dny %o day amendments add to the general

Ao - - - o, R
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worlt, Thesc rccords toge Forn the bDasis for salary ~djustnents, Promotion

Teard lists and pension purposcs, and iis cbva.ouu.]_ v o priority matter that they are
lfrpu up to date. The soction is cansoqu zently now rosponsible Por the Salary

Adjustment tlcports and. iss FOSS does not like being kept waiting for notifications

of' shanges in personnel and the like —- affer 211, we 21l expect our cheques for the
right amount ond at the right time!

§ The s~me section handles arrangements
ion Boards (seven lethors per recruitinre i nmlv\,u, s well as attention
o) 1*3".3.1.10 ), and it is worth mentioning that in just over o yeor some 400 non-
infustrial staff hove been rceruited, - lthoush i ~11. threourh Headauarters. Many
cnquirics 23 to pobentinl crml oy wont crs cdso Geelt with, ~hile other records which

hzlp to keep the tean busy orc those connccted ~rith sick leove, Civil Service
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Central Stoff Register, eto.
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MANAGIZENT COURGE AT 10 THERNIO0D The ifsnagement Coursc for State Forest
O""lccrs 5 to vhich we reforred in Jowuary, duly took wlace ~t Hortherwood House fron
Jonuary 5 10, Interesting tolks were ~iven by JA LS 1lncDONALD (Scotla.nd)

(Cene rxl Or"‘nn, ation), C.i, COIMELL (Inglend) (orprmisation of field work) , Deputy
Secrctary T, C. SHANKS (or\.;,:-.nisa’cion of office 1 ':J'r*") -nd Controller of Finance V. BATES
(cmu.'.n".'; andialilbcd Jro’nlf ns)., Co £ty COIMFLTL nlsc e on the control of mechanical
tronsport, while JAITIS 1IacDOWALD suriied up Sh ﬁ:ca ssions, The following
0fficcrs attended, with J,¢. "TILLIAGON (Chic: 1 0{ficer) and H,C, CIARTERS
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(Finance Scetion) »resent for part of the time: G, W, BACKHOUSE, G.T. BALLANCE,
3
jave}

.\ OADILN, J.T.L. FITZHERDERT, . FORSYTH, R.E. TOSSEY, J.E. JAMES, G.I. MacKENZIIE,
- i iy : : f
.D. RUSSELL, R.H. SMITH, T.H, WOOLRIDGE 01d M. A, WYLIE., Two short excursions were

nade to the ;nrcs‘t. Tic conbributor of this »aragraph lays emphasis on the fact that
among some private excursions was notably o short ramble by ., FORSYTH, (3r, TORSYTH

to note, please!).
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‘G- 3CHOOLS An advance party is due to leave the New

N nom e
NEUS OF THE TRATITIN

rest (tCT"V““"fy horme of the School) for Gwydyr ot the bcf"l-mlnr' of this r onth and
:'."c is howned the complete transfer will n.*.vc been efI ected by the begimning o -.*rch.
I is therefore due for an exce ntiona lly busy

H, CRUTCISSE ,'."4\, the Education Officer, 1s
time and will 1 ‘n'xlo\,\l ‘wy the new ,.SolS tant Tducation Offi :l.ccr M, K, MacDOWALD, It

any take o ~vl? wrr fore conversion work at Gwydyr is 1u11;y completcd At
Benmore the two courses bein': run concurrently are both progressing satisfactorily,
F. VATSON (Education Off 1c(,:v) is well plensed with the quo.ll’cy of his latest recruits,

Glentress now holds its full compler xcn’c of 60 students, to the sratification of
"*“"uc"t'? on Officer T.A, ROEDIE, vhile at The Dean a new first year class of 26 students
renorted for duty on January 5 and is settling dovm unler Education Officer

T, 3, ED A2DSON, The three months! course Ffor nartinlly trained umen at Lynford

111, wnder the direction of Education O;«:Lccr' B,J. STREETS, finished at the end of last

yeor and the men concermed have now reported for duty to the various Directorates,
A new class comrenced training on Janvary 12.

So much for a bli
Vow we wont some news of the men themselves - of social activi
in sport, for instonce, and so on, May we hear fron you, stude

"“J L‘I‘

Arrencenents have been made for specia
Zors courses to coirnence in March, These will be held in Ensland at Darting ’con Hpildl

S v
Totnes Devo.ﬂ., and vv_mby Castle Estate, Co. Durhan; and in Scotland at BDowhill Estate,
by Selkirk, ond Darnaway Estate, Forres. Instructor at Dartincton will be T. EZROUN,

at Raby H. S. ITH and at Darnavoy E. GRANT, At the time of . ting the Iastructor

for Dowhill had not been appointved.

PRESENTATIONS = , : : MRS. C. UNDERDOVN, who for a long while
has been assigting the Director of Research and Education (Mr. 7. H,  GUILLEBAUD) at
lcadquarters, resimed from the Department ~t the end -of December, She had been
with the Commission (and the Ministry of Su“‘oly) for ""tf)‘c"\l of about eight years,

On leavins she was the recipient of pgifts from her many friends, Mrs, UNDERDON
"c”"\lly suitcd to her work, being o clerical officer with a flair for »roducing

ot

WaS spe
stotistical tobles os they ‘10L1C’~ be »nroduced. Another departure is that of
Miss D, M, irfUTCZI"T“OTT whohas left to toke up training as g nurses Miss HUTCHINS(
o shorthand ty»ist, jo:'ncd the 'De partment ten years ago; in her case the presen
took the form of a cheque,

[/
SIGITING OF® In this final paragraph the Editor

"""es the opnortunity to thank contributors and to add that, if YOUR particular
contribution hasn't been used in this issue, it should a*meb.r in the near future,
Generally sneaking only considerations of soace will be rcs_nonsz.oll, for the temporary
holdingz back of m.’cc,‘*n.._.l One further noint. The Editor will welcome sugcestions
as to any special form of iten readers would like to sce in TIE SLASHER; noreover
space 3 1, if the response is adequate, be given ovor to a certain M‘ounL of
corresponcence. chzlc;.ﬁ)gr! The address is The Editor (Information 0fficer),

THE SLASIER, Forestry Commission, 25 Savile Row, London, .1,




