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Finns set
sights on

Scotland

A LEADING Finnish
forest products
company is investiga-
ting the feasibility of
investing in an
integrated pulp and
paper mill in
Scotland.

Kaukas were first
approached two years ago
by the Scottish Foresl
Products Development
Group, of which the
Forestry Commission is a
member, as part ol a

general promotional
campaign designed to
attract wood using

industries to Scotland to
utilise the increasing
supplies of wood
becoming available in the
future.

““It is good to sec that
Kaukas
and are

responded
their

have
taking

interest further,”” said a
Commission spokesman.

The feasibility study
involves an investment in
a lightweight coated paper
mill integrated to a
pressure groundwood
pulp mill which would use
about 200,000 cubic
metres of spruce small
round wood a year.
Additional imported
chemical pulp would be
used.

The company are
looking at a number of
sites in Scotland and
Europe and it is under-
stood that a decision to
proceed with the full
feasibility study will be
made soon. This project
has been identified as
being particularly suitable
for this country in a
strategic

studies

number of
development

conducted for the Forestry
Commission.

If the Kaukas project
goes ahead the investment
is likely to be around
£150m and the integrated
plant would employ some
500 people with a similar
number of jobs in the
timber service industries.

The move would be the
seccond recent major
investment by Finnish
timber interests in Britain.
United Paper Mills
recently started
production at their £135m
pulp and paper mill at
Shotton, North Wales.
Timber producers in
North Scotland have also
benelited by the establish-
ment  of the Highland
Forest Products
construction board plant
at  Dalcross, Inverness,
which went into
production this summer.

Twelfth
Commonwealth
Forestry
Conference

Recommendations

Warning
sounds
about
world
forests

AFTER two weeks of
deliberation, close to 200

delegates from 30 countries
attending the Twelfth
Commonwealth Forestry
Conference in Victoria, BC
Canada, have concluded
that the depletion of forest
resources in many parts of

Vigorous steps be taken immediately (o raise the level of
public awareness and broad spectrum ot forestry, (o encourage
rational debate on management issues.

Forest policies be based on multiple-use principles with l.he
appropriate balance of cnvironmental and commercial
objectives.

Special study of
our beech trees

COMMISSION plant pathologists have been
keeping special watch over the health ol Britain's
heech woodlands this year and as yet the sn!dy
has revealed no prima facie evidence for pollution
damage, r

“Firmer conclusions must await an analysis of
leaf samples that have been collected and further
investipations of the growth patterns of beech on
different types of sites," said Dr David Lonsdale,
who has been conducting research on disorders ol
beech since the mid-seventies. s 8

His study this year covers the whole ol Britain,
from North East Scotland to South England and
from West Wales to East Anglia.

“*Beech certainly has its problems,” said Dr
Lonsdale. **Growth was still being affected long
after the disastrous drought of 1975/76 and the
Rot dry summers of 1983 and 1984 also caused
damage in some areas.

*[n addition to the legacy of the past, beech
foliage this year has suffered heavily from the
feeding and tunnelling activities of an insect, the
leaf miner. and has been further damaged by a
fungus disease that is favoured by wet summers.
Moreover, there was in August an unusual and
guite widespread yellowing and bronzing of the
Jleaves. We seem to be witnessing an exceptionally
early autumn.

“In general, however, most forest beech, at
least that below 120 years of age, is in reasonzhly
good, and in some cases very good health. ()l.m
¢ a lot more ill-health among clder trees in
some areas, both within the forest and without,
but this is expected sinee such trees often
have chronic root problems which rc§ull in
dieback and thinness in the crown, espcc!nll_v in
combination with the effects of drought in past

vears.

can st

There is an urgent need for new initiatives to contrel the
rapid rate of forest depletion and to improve the standard of
regeneration after harvest.

There is a neced to promote integrated rural development
plans in tropical and sub-tropical countries to relieve pressures on
natural forests.

In view of the crisis of forest and land degradation in many
developing countries, governments should inlcnsil:)' 'currcnl
action programmes, and, in doing so, take as a guld!:llnl: the
doubling of internationsl assistance called for by the FAQ and
World Resources Institute.

Forestry agencies actively promote the role of forestry as
integral part of rural development, and in particular, to address
the fuelwood crisis in developing countries.

Existing training programmes be reviewed and thal
investments are made, fo ensure an adequate number of
professionals, technicians and forest workers are trained and that
there are adequate career paths developed.

Priorities for research should take account of practical
relevance and prospects for applications to ensure the most
effective use of available funds.

Stumpage and wood pricing policies be reformed with the
aim of increasing financial resources for forest renewal.

the world is a threat to the

well-being, and often the
survival, of large puris of

the world's population.

The Food and Agricultural
Organisation, (FAQ), of the
United Nations estimates
that tropical forest is being
cleared al some 11 million
hectares each year and as
much as 40 per cent may
have been lost in the last 25
years. In Canada in 1983, it
was estimated that
coniferous forest lost to
non-rencwal, fire, pests and
disease was about one
million hectares per year.
Between 1980 and 2025, the
total number of people on
carth is expected (o double
from 4.4 billion to 8.5
billion.

“It is essential that forests
are managed more wiscly
and in a more integrated
fashion, under policies that
recognise the multiple
benefits that forests can
provide,”’ said George
Holmes, Director General
of Britain’s Forestry
Commission, Chairman of
the Standing Committee on
Commonwealth Forestry, as
he addressed the final
meeting of the delegates.
Forest renewal has been a
dominant theme throughout
the Conference. A vital
question facing all the
nations is how to conserve,
and, where possible, renew
the forest resource in a
substainable manner,

*“For 100 long we have
capitalised on, and drawn
income from, the forest
with inadequate re-
investment,”” said Mr
Holmes. **The concept of
responsible stewardship of
the forest resource is a key
one.”’
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Younger
pops in

| =Ty e e

SECRETARY of State for Scotland, George Younger, on a visit to FC
headquarters, dropped in to Information Division along with Chairman,
Sir David Montgomery, and Commissioner Derek Rutherford. He is
pictured talking to recent recruit Suzanne Meikle (CA) while Drew
Walker (EOQ) works on at planning foreign visits.

TECHNOLOGY
Commission in the

At the BA conference, Mr
Scal said: ‘‘Creating forests
in poor soils on Britain’s
uplands, from new specics
and by novel methods, is
now beginning to reduce our
massive £3 billion plus bill

for importing wood and
wood products.
*While exporting countries

relv mainly on existing forests
and traditional irec species we in
Britain  have had to create
productive forests on poor soils
and this we have achieved by
mimaginative and vigorous
rescarch and prompt translation
of research into practice.™

PRODUCTIVITY

Techniques evolved Dby
torestry research workers had
helped extend the forest area in
Britain 1o two million hectares,
mainly by establishing exotic
conifers on poor upland sites
and the productivity of that area
15 now being reflected in rapidly

ommission meeting

leisure

BRITAIN'S woodlands are playing a major role
in meeting the growing demand for recreational
facilities in the countryside and will be expected to
absorb even more people seeking ways of utilising
leisure time, according to Richard Toleman of the
Forestry Commission.

Mr Toleman (Private Forestry and
Environment Officer, Forestry Commission,
Mid-Scotland Conservancy), speaking at the
annual meeting of the British Association for the
Advancement of Science in Glasgow, said: *““A
great many people are spending much of their
leisure time in the countryside. The ability of the
forests 1o absorb large numbers of people
engaged in a considerable range of recreational
activities, without detriment 1o the landscape, is
widely appreciated by both the public and the
planners, especially in respect of woodlands
close to holiday centres and urban areas.”

targets

He said that the Forestry Commission, while
pursuing its main abjection of wood production,
designed it1s forests to blend with the landscape as
far as possible and to provide informal recreation
facilities in harmony with the forest environment
and wildlile conservation.

“*“The Foresty Commission 18 in a unique
position 1o meet the strong demand for
recreational facilities in the countryside,” he said.

Provision for day visitors included car parks,

picnic  sites, viewpoints, forest walks and
information centres. The Commission also

operates 32 camping and caravan sites (with
another 40 sites set aside for youth camping) and
owns 194 forest cabins and holiday homes.
Special facilities include fishing, shooting, riding,
oricnteering, boating and rallying.

Here’s how

to pick up a
super camera

AS PART of it campaign to ncres

combined with
Pentax in a

has
and

mission

nagazing special

se public awareness that
1985 is **International Year ot the Forest,™ the Forestry Comi-
“Amateur

forest

Photographer®
photographic

competition with prizes worth more than £2000.
And AP and Pemtax have agreed 1o sponsor a special

for readers of *‘Slasher” —

section

Atto-lFFocus Camera.

Backing for the Forests in Focus Competition has comc

from David Bellamy who said:

“Trees are of key importance to all our environments.
Properily planned and managed forests arce a vital resource for
the Tuture of otrselves and our country’s abundan wildlife.

IFor the photographer, foresis

opportunity.”

arc Qa

We want you to show us your recent images of forests or
woodlands that you have visited in Britain. We want 1o see all
aspects of the wildlife which can be found in and around some

! current
employees of the Commission. The prize — a super Pentas

and retired

On target

A .22 rifle shooting com-
petition was held between N(E)
Conservancy Office and North
York Moors Forest District. The
venue was a local rifle club
where two tcams of 15 people
cach competed for the **Forestry
Commission  Yorkshire Chal-
lenge Shield.”” The targets,
which contrary to popular beliel
were not the opposing team,
were set at a distance of 25 yards
... 25 yards has never seemed
so far!

North York Moors won by
1080 points to 994. The highest
individual scores were: —

LADIES: { Miss C. R. Tracey
(NYM) 79, 2 Miss E. Stopani
(York) 78, 3 Miss 1. S. Wright
(York) 77.

MEN: 1 Mr C. R. Griffin
(NYM) 86, 2 Mr J. MacKenzie
(NYM) 84, 3 Mr K. Dacker
(York) 83.

of Britain's picturesque forest areas — the animals, birds and

plants — as well as forest scenes. AN photographs musi have

been taken in 1985,

The competition s open (o 3Smm transparencies only,

wonderland  of

and a set of three make up an entry. They will be judped as a
portfolio and not as individual pictures. You cun cover one
aspect of forest life i your set, or a selection — it's up (o you.
But remember 1hat as vour photographs are being judged as i

set, they should complement cach other and hold together as a

portfolio.

The competition closes on November 25 and no entries
will be accepted after that date.

rising sawlog production which
averaged .6 million cubic
metres in 1980, will reach 2.8
million cubic metres in 1990 and
approach seven wmillion cubic
metres by 2025.

Among the recent successes
attained by research workers are
biological controls of pests such
as the Great Spruce Bark Beetle
and Pine Sawtly, and also a
common fungal discase which
causes stem rotting, in conifers.

Mr Scal said: **Forcest rescarch
contributes 1o practice by
exploring  possibilities and
solving known problems with
the overall purpose of sceuring
the maximum return for the
investment in forestry, whether
by the nation or by the private
investor. The investment
objectives  become, 1n turn,
objectives of rescarch. In the
period of upland afforesiation
from 1919 until after the 1939-45
war, the main objective was 1o
create a reserve of  standing
timber against national

developed Dby
afforestation
unproductive upland‘ arcas has
oufstanding coatributions 0
tation to modern forestry pra
overseas, according to Mr David
Officer at the Forestry Commission
Station, Roslin, Midlothian.

Forestry research helps
cut Britain’s import bill

the Forestry
of infertile and
been one of (he
f research and experimen-
clice both in Britain and
id Seal, Chief Rescarch
Northern Research

Work on
poOor
so1ls

a winner

emergency. This was succeeded
by cconomic objectives,
especially that of replacing some
of the massive imports of wood
and wood-products by honie-
produced wood.

“This remains  the central
objective, but demands on the
forests for additional benefits
have rapidly grown in recent
years.

LANDSCAPL:

“*Upland forests are
imcreasingly required to provide
reservairs of wildlife and places
ol public recreation and to
enhanee  the  landscape,  and
foresters look to research to
explore possibilities and solve
problems in these activities also.
Rescarch in public preterences
has been useful in locating and
designing forest camp and picnic
sites, holiday chalets and forest
walks.

“Wildlife research has so tar
concentrated largely on
monitoring changes  resulting
from afforestation, both in the
encouragement ol some plants
and animals and the
displacement  of  others, but
there are clearly widening
opportunities  for increasing
wildlife diversity through tuture
research  and  management in
upland forests.

**There is now active research
into agro-forestry in  Britain
along lines similar 10 those in
New Zealand but adapted 1o
British needs and circumsiances.

RULES OF ENTRY

I. This competition is open
to Forestry Commission
cmployees and retired
employees who are bona fide
amateur photographers only,
ic. those who do not make
their  living as a photo-
grapher.

2. All entries must refleet

the theme “*Forests in Foeus®
and must have been (aken in
Britain bhetween January |
1985, and the closing dafe ui"
this competition,

3. A_n entry must be made
up of three 35mm  slides
which will be judged as a scl:
l)_o nol send glass-mounnged
slides,

£ .('up_\ right of all entries
remains the properiy of the

plhulugr:lpll('r. AP/The
Forestry  Commission and
Pentax reserve (he right to
publish  any prize-winning
entry free of charge, It any
uun-prizc-wiuning material iy

used, a  standard  repro-
duction fee will be paid.

5. Material will be returned
only it accompanied by
stamped addressed envelope.
Proof of postage will nat be
aceepted as prook ol receipt.
It entrants are thinking of
submitting original material,
it is probably betier 10 send
good quality duplicates. The
organisers  cannol be  held
responsible For lossy  or
damage.

6. Prizes will be ay stated
and no cash alternatives will
be offered,

7. Emiries should be s

I_he_ Lditor
Seetion,” Forest in Foeus,
Il_llurm:lliml Division, The
l'.t)l'L‘\'lI'_\ Commission, 231
Corstorphine  Road, Edin-
burgh EHI2 AT,

8. Closing date is
hlmemlu:r 25 and no entries
Will be accepted after this
date.

nt to
**Slasher




ONE HUNDRED and
Ommonwealth

ninety participants from 30

countries attended the Twelf
Co e e welfth
Co:nmopwgallh Forestry Conference in Victoria, British
umbia, in September 1985,
On the theme “Investment in Forestry — the Needs and

Opportunities .’ 11
S, the conference was mounted 1o discuss what needs

to b A = - -
o rgr:(:'nr(: l.}:_\vsem;lrg :hc sog‘lal, economic and environmental benefits
I ATy 2y well-planned investment. using available ]
: 'y well 4 and, |
skills and’scientific knowledge, : i
il Rrp J?_ll:] 'Spcars., forestry advisor to the World Bank, judged
T c l...ra.e for' Investment in the Third World was improving.
a“_cmzn; of neople in these countries whose lives are adversely
gal o ..in,y defor_estanc_m are doing something about it themselves.
‘Aasing  scarcity of fuel-wood, rising prices and growing

awarenece that forests and tre i i i
ese that es are fast disappearing. have triggered
a spontaneous response.”’ e : =

The challenge for both national governments and the

International aid community is, how most effectively 1o support
these spontancous initiatives and to help acceleraie the process of
developing country forest protection and reforestation. Conference
supported an accelerated action programme being proposed by the
‘iVorld Resources Institute which would double the current level of
forest conservation investment over the next five years.

CANADIAN FOREST LOSSES

THE Honourable Donald S. MacDonald, Chairman of the Royal
Commission on lh(; Ecpnomic union and Development Prospects for
Canag]a._assqued in his opening address that the history of forest
exploitation in Canada had been more like that of mining than of
careful husbandry of a renewable resource.

. The Canadian Institute of Forestry has estimated that Canada is
losing coniferous forest to non-renewal, fire and disease at the rate
of about one million hectares per year. Worldwide, it was becoming
clear that the increasing inaccessibility of natural wood supplics and
environmenial pressures would lead to a shortage of economically
available industrial wood and that increasingly there would be an
advaniage to intensively managed man-made and natural forests
well-site in relation to processing capacity and end markets.

The multiple-use concept was seen as of growing importance.
Foresters must keep in touch with the changing aspirations of society
and be ready to manage the forest resource for whatever objective
society dictates. Country reports indicate the growing environmental
pressures across the Commonwealth. Most Commonwealth
countries have reviewed their forest policy or logging regulations
over the past five years becausc of growing pressurcs from
environmental interests and growing awarencss of the depletion of
indigenous resources.

HIGH-TECH PLANNING

DELEGATES were shown exciting developments at the planning
and inventory branch of the provincial government of British
Columbia. Inventory and planning systems have been radically
overhauled since 1978 in a £1.5 million computer-assistied mapping
and planning system. So far, about half the forest landbase of 56
million hectares has been digitised, and the latest innovation is the
linking of the system with satellite imagery 1o produce rapid
information on changes. for example logging, firc damage, etc. This

ROGER’S
PIPE
DREAM
COME
g U E

RPOGER LARSEN, a former

head of Conservation and
Recreation Branch has
embarked on his own

Conservation Plan involving the
reclamation of eight acres ol
rough pasturcland, including
one acre of woodland. at his
retirement home at
Glendarroch, Ardrishaig,
Argyll ; !
Roger. who retired from his
post as Assistant Conservator,
East Scotland in January nl_lcr
32 vears with the Commission
had hinted at plans for *‘the
apod lite'" at his farewell dinner
Fn Aberdeen attended by friends
and colleagues from all parts.
By an incredible stroke ol luck
Roger and his wife Sh(:_ll have
bought the house they first Ic!ﬂ
in love with when they ren od il
when he was District Of ct-rl.
‘hgi ad, fifteen years 4go.
Lochgilphead R

200 Christmas trees in  1he

THE FUTURE

AND ITS
PRIORITIES

uses the US land satellite which passes over British Columbia cvery
16 days. )

Delegates agreed that major changes in the needs and
opportunities in the forestry sector necessitate reviews of policy in
research, education and training. The common heritage of many
Co'mmonwcal(h countries provides a basis for review and planning-.
ass!s[cgi where necessary by bilateral aid. Co-ordination of these
activities could lead to more effective technical co-operation between
Commonwe_allh countrics, making better use of resources and
perhaps acting as a catalyst (o broader international co-ordination.

Conference made the

folowing
Commonwezalth governments:

recommendations (¢

® PUBLIC AWARENESS

That vigorous steps be taken immediately to raise the level of
public awarcness and comprchension of the broad spectrum of
foresiry to encourage well-informed and rational debate on forest
management issues. Forest managers should ensure integration of
timber production, environmental responsibilities and the varied
needs of society. They should become involved in the process of land
use planning and take full account of the social needs of the people
they serve.

® THE ENVIRONMENT

That public awareness and the political significance of
cnvironmental issues, notably landscape, recreation and nature
conservation are now major factors to be considered. If foresiry
policies are 1o reflect the changing needs and aspirations of society,
they must be based on multiple-use principles with the appropriate
balance of environmental and financial objectives. To achieve this
requires employment of a wide range of disciplines and investment in
improved communications and skills both in environmental and
financial management.

Roger, one of the

efficiently  weeded by three ge y
] Commission’s  most  respected

fuch needed (0 . ‘ ‘

| M“\Lthr and the Conseryation paddock in front of the I|u|||su|.

roweve st S e e g
Y . F n inimitable Larsen st

.als are far-reaching and i en style |

pr()'l{((;hdil;:cllldillg the drainage has pioneered new concepts in
‘I‘llll(-]“ re-seeding of pasture, the  weeding and maintenance.

f “

rehabilitation  of the kitchen
parden, repairing dykes and
restoring  buildings. smu'lll
poplar planfation i d hog. 20
larches in one of the ficlds and

The two ponies graze the
ficlds, two goats cal their way
through the willow serub and the
Christmas tree  plantation s
most economically “and

geese! The geese don't eat the
trees. (Work Study  please
note!).

Colleagues will be pleased to
know that his retirement gift has
been well spent on plants and
shrubs which have played an
important part in beautifying
the garden.

and well-known [igures worked
in North, East and Weslt
Scoflund conservancies as well
as in Headquarters in Edinburgh

and Basingstoke. e was
awarded the  Balfour-Browne
Trophy for services 1o deer

management in 1979.

® FOREST REGENERATION AND MANAGEMENT

_That there is an urgent need for new initiatives to control the
rapid rate of forest depletion in many countries and to improve the
standard of regeneration and protection of forests after harvest.

The most urgent requirements are to:

@ Reform stumpage and weod pricing policies with the aim of
increasing financial resources for forest rencwal;

@ Rcquire investors and users to meet specified lorest management
objectives in exchange for security of tenure.

® PRESSURE ON TROPICAL FORESTS

That pressure on natural forests in tropical and sub-tropical
countries be relieved by promoting rural development plans
including: —

@ Establishment of new plantations to increase supplies of timber
for industrial use, fuelwood and other purposes.

@ More efficient and sustainable systems of agriculture including
agro-forestry.

® | and degradation

That in view of the rapidly deteriorating condition of forests,
soil and water resources and the widespread land degradation and
desertification in many developing countries that current action
programmes be expanded, and that the socio-economic and
¢cological consequences of failing to take urgent action be evaluated
and publicised. The guidelines for increased investment should
follow the FAO five-point action programme for tropical forests and

the report of the World Resources Institute, which call for doubling
ol international assistance in the next five vears.

® RURAL DEVELOPMENT AND FUELWOOD

That forestry agencies actively promote the role of forestry as
an integral part of rural development and convince their
Governnients to accord high priority to forestry projects including
small enterprises and in pardicular to address the fuclwood crisis in
developing countries.

@ FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT AND ECONOMIC
ANALYSIS

That forest enterprises adopt and further develop uppropri_:nc
management tools of a financial and economic nature, including
methods of investment appraisal and accounting, that present a true
and realistic picture of forestry investments.

® TRAINING NEEDS

That Governments, international aid agencies and forestry
training institutions review their existing training programunes umll
invest as neeessary to ensure that an adeguate number ot
professionals, technicians and forest workers are trained and thal
there are satisfactory carcer paths developed. Special attention
should be given to adapting the scope of training to the changing
needs of forestry.

@ RESEARCH

That to ensure the most elfective use ol available Tunds,
priorities for research should take account of practical relevance and
prospects for application. Particular atiention shoullcl be pald 1o
those activities where expanded investment is required, notably
torest renewal and forestry in relation 10 agriculture and rural
development, especially Tor dry lands.

e USE OF INFORMATION

That, in view of the widespread failure ol land-use managers o
make use of available scientific and technical information, they
should review the extent of this failure and invest as necessary in
approved information systems.

® HIGH TECHNOLOGY LAND-USE PLANNING

That forest administrations examine the use of satellite imagery
and other remote sensing information and. subject 10 cost-
effectiveness, consider using this in planning, mapping aud
monitoring.

© COMMONWEALTH CO-OPERATION

That Ministers responsible for torestry in Commonwealth
countries should take appropriate action to support and strengthen
co-operation in forestry, particularly relating to rescarch, training
andl information exchange.

® COMMONWEALTH INSTITUTIONS

That the future of Commonwealth Forestry Conferences and of
the activities of Commonwealth Insitutions be reviewed and
strengthened in the light ol the changing needs of member countries.



BEFORE television drew attention 1o the
frapic famine in Ethiopia, few people
had much knowledge af that country and
its peoples.

S0 it was wilh me, when BESO [irst asked me in
1982 if 1 would undertake a three-month

woodwarking indusiries. In my
services, BESO offered an behal of the
Ethtapian government ful baard and lodging at a
firsi-class hotel in Addis Ababa for mysell and
my wife. The Erthiopian Governmem was afso lo
provide all transport necessary for the work and a

reasonable amoun Witk leisure shed substa
franspor within the cty. i
Ethiopian wundwarks Corporation.

locamed mainly in Addis is one of many
nationalised indusiries farmed after the 1973 ofinces 1o
revolution. It includes a small particle board

grown Eucalypius (E. globulus); and jeinery and
Turniture factories thal ger their wood from

Corporation-owned sawallls 10 the south and
west of Addis where most of 1he foresis lic, There
are alsa veneer and plyweod mills — same in the
couniry near the forests.

Somic of the firms which the Corpar.
over were [irst

established by

"
Mussolini invaded Ethiopia in 1935-16.

Uphalstered
e forest area on which they were based has

ACT:

Furnifure is unlimited especi

Demand far joinery and

sernment departments.

lime it was over 40 per cent of 1he land surface,
now il is less than S per cenl. And 16 2dd to the
praglem much o

the capital is nol reliable —
especially in The wet sezson

faciary and a fibreboard mill. bath using loeally What _natural
several species of Immcnl hardmunds and some
Irapical conifers w

o e, 2 e TS
B e et sl v croa table
range and qualily of joinery and furmilure is

furniture is
sometimes using imported fabrics B o ol

system is in operation).

lly fram Eihiopin is a geologically

source of energy.
ally over the years Ar one
the road system from the

remain inclades the furn of the cemury

hich ar moving his capital

digenons woods were ex
of Euc:

icularly sullahle

pioduced. For furnilure, melal Iraming may e especial The. Beitish, That
used in conjunciion wilh particle board, shaped Embassy fai
plywood, or sclid wood. The influence of lialian ~ boasis emially. s
design of the 19505 and 19605 is noliceable, farest of Eucalyptu

alo produced.

young''
and, like New Zealand for ummp‘c has many hol
springs which could one day be used as a saurce
of energy. For the momenl, fuelwood i a main

By DICK RICHARDS, Former
Canservatar E(E)

Fuelwoad planiations have been plamied since
when the Emperor
Menelih 11 decided thar he had had cnough of
around the counmry as the

aly,
el S s
why the Brilish
e of Addis. It

own sery substantial

Wandu Gener near Shasamane in the Rift
Douglas and Loma Sim
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FACT: n

ereditable

apite

machinery, a range of

IR quality joiners and  Furn

produced.

Douglas is the key figurc at 1he Forester Training
School which is supnoried by the Swedith Aid
Agency (SIDA)

The school is doiing 2 splendid jab and dur
the half day we were Dauglas had sever]
e Trom loeal chictains who wantad to knaw
ahour tree planting and 1a gel planis fram the
cxiensive nurscrics which Douglas has established
to grow a variely of apecies suilahlc far the
regi

ion
“Hheic are many different languages in
Eihiopia. Amharic being the ane used in Addiy
and the surrounding countryside. English is
widely spaken by those with a econdt
education. The English schoal in Addis — a
privale veniure — allracts a large numbgr of

Ethiopia’s struggle to Surviye

AND FORESTS PLAY PART IN THE BATTLE

Demand for joinery and furniture is unlimiled
especially from other Governmen: departments
like the health and education departments. (The
ack of schaols s 50 acut that a two or three shift

PEnib ang |
'S One of
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Adventurein deepest Africa

FOUR days after saying goodbyc to my friends at
Thetford, I walched the suntise over the harsh red desert
of Namibia. By that evening, | had reached Shiselweni
Forest — a 12,000 ha pine and eucalypros forest <el in
the ralling hills of Southern Swaziland.

Thar day I was iniroduced (o many African sights:
waonien carrying heavy loads balanced on their heads and
babies, ticd in blankels, on their backs; scallered
homesteads {or “'kraals'') with their round mud huts,
the red, lateritic soil, and ¢verywhere, children. It necds
no statisticians to lorclell a looming population crisis in
this part of the world

The Swazis arc a very [riendly, genile peuple For
many, hie stll lollows a 1radi
krzals on Jand allocaled by their Chicl. Here they prow
maize (the staple diet) and graze catile (an 1mportant
reflection of prestige). Some Swazis find employment
near their homes, but many have o iravel ta 1owns and
cities and so live away [rom fheir families for weeks or
months an end. Cash is required for a few major ilems,
name]y ferriliser, clnlhlm,. seed al\d educatian. E\'en Ihu

primary wil
y:ar s fces costing the same as a e T Tt pa)
for a forest worker.

Personal relatianships mean aloi to Swazi 'rh= country's tatal
population is just aver 500,000 and a close < ysiem mean:

Ihey expect 10 knaw who people are. When | BV e
duced to the emire warkfarce by the Induna (a local dignitary)
explained where ! had come rom and why 1 was here. H(‘ then

BROADENING horizons in foresiry is
someihing thal can be achicved in many
ways and il need not apply only 1o thase
siill in the employnent of the Farestry
Commission.

There are a number of foresiry jobs aserscas
thal are open 1o Brilish foresters under L ol
.

Obviously many jobs

tropical fcr:\llv or of local condinan:
and for knowledge or shi

anplied aniversally. For ceample, many coun

arc luming to planialion forestry as a means of

As a broad generalisation, it can be said 1hai
1wo distinet 1ypes of knowlidge and experienc
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implement Lhe chose ,‘.“ it thal “'paper” gualifications may ofien bt sel ;1'-" = 2 ":-msfrtuhhm:h:.‘ "( haniered
Implementation of policy may require A"cum higher Than the job in praclice ne a il may LTI R L

af ane or more of 1he following — nurserius, nay 1o iry 10 find oul whal capeiise ihe job really the DritishEswewnise Service Overseay

of plantations, thinning, demand scheme the cxecutive aml spouse gei free 1ravel

markeling. inveniaries (**Field This 15 nol ulways ay casy as it ought 10 be and and accommodation bul na fees. BESQ covvry all

THE AUTHOR DAVID HENDERSON-HOWAT, IS
ON SPECIAL UNPAID LFAVE AS FOREST
MANAGER OF SHISELWEN! FOREST, A
COMMONWEALTH DEVELOPMENT
CORPORATION PROJECT IN AFRICA

warned everyane 10 work fard and behave, making i per fecily clear
that the same warning applicd tqually 1a m

tn addition 10 wysell and 1wo ather I]nluns. Shischveni Foreu
employs about 400 Swazis. They range (rom the Chief Silviculiural
Torester (edated panily a1 Newian Rigg) 10 bays and girls of (walve
or thirceen. The standard of English saries widely; same are fueni,
while athers can only say “Morning"" (used as a greeting, regardless
ar time of day!). Because anly the minority are liiesale, moy peaple
sanl for their pay and proteciise clothing with a thumbprin. But i is
a isake ever 10 confuse this ack of educitian with lack of
imeligence or shrew

Machimery is T expensive than labour, for exampl
the cost of running a iractor fo me an

mploying 20 men. Consequently, T e [HSA e

‘A typical harvesing gang, praducing up to 120m' nl|lm| ¢ per day,
of tbree canen people caded by faur
hainsawvers: Ench chainsin Speraior hos an asssant o feich and
Sy fuel and help 13k e doan taeesiand b 3 doren malc o fetale
sirippers who fallow behind peeling ! the eucalvpius logs,
Tl (58 T S e (O 5 T e e
The siandard felling 1ash is 200 Iress, #ith 2 bonus fer those who

ol ki

th rats ate phengmenal, by Briish standards. Busalymiue
ave Nzuy clear-felled a1 the age of ten (when they are maybe 3
metres tall) and pines will be clear-felled ax 25 for sawlog marhcis

=
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RETIRED FC STAFF CAN FIND A
CHALLENGING TASK ABROAD

the right
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Sccond thene are a few Nritih Foresey
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wark_ The only il of (hew compinies ~ and il iy
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iou 1hal one
© knowledge

dncidenially, pruning is essential in 1S part of the warld il
sawmillers are to ook al your fimbur)

Shusclweni Forest daes not anly produee timber. One species of,
cucalypius is grown [ar the oil canient it its leaves. This species it
cappiced on a 20-month rolatian and il ves are taken (o i wmall
fadiary in the forest where sicam is usc to exiract the gl rom s
Teiven, The ail is then Ginoricd 10 At 2 ond used (o mike
medicinal producis like *Viek's Vapour Rub.” The whok: uperanio
i tairly crude, but does succeed in providing |1|u| hanie cmplayient
for about 70 people.

POISONOUS SNAKI:

et here is worst
it mainly caused by

ildren 1cying 10 ~||mh wul bees for their honey.
Another dramate hasivd iy {hakew; the aher 4 w1 visited 4
Niing S ‘ bilng w0 sis-fown i (i
P N xverw .n.um Nnullvthn whining is probably 3
B erealer thre e

hrh\m{l § juri rI\IIl.l\ o live
n¢ of aur women workers was kifled
‘I\‘rlhcl u payalag Sl

A b il Tuien HIJUHI oe a Brihsh Iun\! [T
s uciion programme of [4LIXKM [y e
ifferences begin with e Fasts uumh rates, which wreally
Alfest <= niensity of management. There is aho, of course. N
onlrast sy l:.. as the peaple who live and work i the
gy a'ly. we are much more o our awn. This
s, cxnluple al the momeni we are developing a bresding
D Aiqmme 10 1n prove genclically ihe cucalypiis and cmbathing 04
2 ficld-ssale fand prep Daration and feriliser
ire 1s on y ane dilfere -
s Ve s o it gt wied o — alng

Brewing in South America.
i king peainut butter o 3 Souh Seat o s
sawmilling in ahe Caribbean indicaie iis cathol
1afic in Jobs tackled and in the »
peeutlven” covers 2 wide specuum of skill
with a direct practieal applicaiian 1o 1he
problems. Saw dacioring and 1he
enance of powersaws came (0 mind.
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Recognition
and reward

v S5

ulatians 16 Ade Salo
a proicclive pad

Caker an his award af £100
i users af posi-hale barers
usher, Spring 1985). | he need for such 2 pad was recagnised by
The tfur nn- Midlzuds Motarwuss | andveaping Unit, NW(

hack n 1978/79. A mow eMeciive pad was evoired by them

Vurious Ispes of cushlaning materlals had been fried when my:
enquiries led me ta u munufatiurer of crickel pods an
gearsien in Lichticld. Chese manufsciurers reaily \upplicd me
amples af - iheir produel af 2
and fle . Combinations of the variaus
5 were tried and the II\II(I ('"z(lllt' pul ta use.
The results af our irinly were pusied theaugh normal
channels i () tosgether i fhe 1 held macafaciuren
OMiEr [a make up ihe puds fo am FC speification. Sirangels,
puspie repeted temieders. lhere win ahsoluicly o respanse
from that nl i i (indingy were luter passed 10 1he supplier al
I-bole horers tar hins ko pusean,
The above mut eund like sour grupes But this i nat
as the need for the profective pad ill seems 1o
- Howeser, 1 felt
Nlenlific tesiing ta which

Iher shelfer | heard m....d\u[ ity
and tecse cammands of *'CGa on, harder, hurder
Bogglng a1 what | might discover |

shed 1o
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v Ll
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af Al)udu-n hmh asc the hare bungs af

tulived warld
and his measured and sensitive respanye 1o public demands, 1hut
Taresiry im Brilgin in 1985 hus achiesed such divere ond
apparently incomparible abjectives o the re n of farest
capilal, the produc ||l ml n nnllH. th
habitals for the p !
Bt (O s 0 ety
urhan man, We honuur him tasay T
achiexements, whieh alihaugh of majar Importunce In aur (Ime;
will prave immeasurahly marc 10 aur children and
grandchildren. Such .
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0 was ane of the Fealures ui an exh
the 100 \un of the Scottish OFfice ond which drew interest from Her Majesty The Queen

on displaying

ccompanled hy Scerclary of Stote Gearge Younger.




Sika deer

and the
problem of
expansion

SIKA DEER were introduced to Great Britain
from the Far EasL about 100 yezrs ago and
were subsequently translocated to many estates
in England and Scotland.

During the early part of this century many
deer escaped and free-living populations were
established. With the expansion cof commercial
forestry, ideal environments have been
created, especially in upland areas, where Sika
are increasing their range dramatically.

The addition of a new deer species to our
fauna has met with some favour from both
naturalists and sportmen, but as with many
introduced species, problems have arisen. Sika
deer are capable of inflicting severe damage to
trees and bark-stripping has become a problem
in north Scotland.

Probably the most important aspect of the
expansion of Sika deer in Great Britain,
however, is the threat which it poses 1o the
genetic conservation of our native Red deer.
This threat has arisen through their increasing
hybridisation with Red deer, which although

Expert
warns
of
threat
to red

deer

By PHILIP RATCLIFFE

recorded last century has been considered (o
be of only minor importance.

The problems caused by expanding
populations of Sika deer were the subject of a
recent lecture to the British Association for
the Advancement of Science by Philip
Ratcliffe of the Wildlife Research Branch.

A population in the Lake District has
hybridised to such an extent thal it is now
considered to be composed entirely of bybrid
indivaduals, and smnlarly a population in Co.
Wicklow, Ireland, is also composed entirely of
hybrids.

Size difference between Red and Sika deer
usually reduce the probabililies of Lhe two
species inler-breeding, but these do not
prevent it completely. When either species is
colonising new areas occupied by the other, it
is usually the males which arrive first, perhaps
up to ten years before females, and this

presents the danger, Sz lo e fqund i areas
without females of theipO™M SPecies and inter-
breeding becomes more 1kel¥ Once the initial
hybrid peneration has hen produced then the
likelihood of further int*-breeding by the
hybrids becomes much feater and rapid
introgression can occur,

The increasing appearart of hybrids in
populations throughoutSeotland is a real
cause for concern and ji™ay be that many of
our native Red deer poplations are doomed
to become hybrids.

Sika deer should be ruttlessly shot where they
are colonising Reds only areas, but perhaps
the only real solution tothe problem is to
create sancturies where ifforestation is
restricted; particularly fivourable places would
be off-shore islands will only Red deer.

Tt is currently permissibl to translocate Sika
<eer anywhere in Britair and some restriction
on the movement outwit (heir normal range
would appear to be desiable.

Solutton could be sanctuaries

RED STAGS GATHER AMONG THE

ROCKS AND BRACKEN.

@ A LIVELY SIKA STAG.

TREE SHOWING DAMAGE DONE
BY SIKA DEER.

@ THE MAGNIFI(ENT SIGHT
OF A RED STA¢,

@ A SIKA STAG STgpg
TREES AND (be “)s‘\rkogl o
AND sum ln |ml) EhMALE
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Yorkshire
show
display
by FC

AT the 12810 Greag
Show a Harragale w)-nJmmu

Speneer. Cansersatar

Third time lucky jor
a feller called Damd

IT WAS Ahird lime lucky for 31-sear.nld David Grieve ol hul things weni my way eveamually.'"
Forer! Hm:?“m;“u By the 1985 al Tree Felling Contest ai Dalbeaitic Fores( I]nfid's final 1ally wes ] penaliy
Secteiars i tre M immary af in South- \vN Scatland. cangratulating him Dallas Milhe
Amrculure. b he Forns he Royal Scateish Farestry Saciely compe ing caniest that brings topether many
] spansared and arponised o hu c by the Faresiry  inferadts.
Commis d 4 nis from as far apart es Runncr-up in the final five was Donald McLennan, o
ear-0ld from Mull who worked wilh FC umil the
spring of this year when he joincd Killichranan Estate on
the Isiand. 11 was alsa his third altempi wiih his previous
just a few miles  hest placing being 8th in 1984. His scarc was 85
_fram  behind (o igke Danald was the winner of a Silver Meda! prescnted by
i the Forestry Cammissian far fhe finalist with (he lowest
score an penaliy painis for safely technique. He scared nil.

ual exhitits ot
Ihe Commissing’s \iand was a
demansiralion of FTnam Tire-
Tighting cquipmen. Qiher
cxinbil

from Dalbeanic,
champianship and the pri
included the RSFS Trophy., the Ecanomic Faresiry Graup
(Ot toms 00 EIETN T Cup, the Oregan Rose Bawl plus a new Husquvarna 154 ‘The safely aspeel is something vou learn with the
Waad by Feres! Rongers again saw, salcty clothing and hoots, and a fankerd. Commissian and even in 2 compe: you dan'i forgel
e e SIS i s Al the end of the first raund, David was lying in third r :

Reneral public md schoca Place amang the five contestanis whose lnwest scare took

Ti ors “them info the afiernaon final,

wrl-culmh enjnded ihe junior “'Using the shart har an the sccond iree seemed tn

Toresters’ yuiz which hud been s nervewracking,'' he said. "The

arganised 1o arouse interest in time 1 compleied 1 was 13(h and last vear | was 91h,

the Year of the Forest, wilh
| entrants.

informatian an ather
diseases affecling
Irees.

publicailons stand privided
delails abaur grani-aid, farestry
prablems and managemen: und
felling licences.

Open day

was a
success

AS part uf the Inlern

o
day on Sunday. Augost 11ih.
Hased on nmmunn ur Pier

e 0 dhfferont parts of the
foresl carering a range af
inier

s von,
At the end of the day queuesof
clients had to be turned away
— a measure of (he success of
the event.

Royal
green
light

: Queen has appraned ihe
ppuintment lar uddi
icrme af 1wa

s & &
h B been respomihle lor
devclaping practical sysfems of
srading simber qualily. 11
heen .:.)u:mu, Commsaonet @4 GRIE
sinue

Both ap) nents e

et fram 1 etuter.

WITH THE SPOILS @ DONALD McLENNAN WITII MEDAL
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Keeping in touch thanks
to hitech in the forest

By D. J. Amer. Chief Forester.

LORNE Forest District in Mid-Scotland
Conservancy was created from the four
forests of Barcaldine, Fearnoch, Glencoe
and part of Glenorchy. Glenorchy was
the only area with an established radio
network. There was also an FC radio
repeater station on the slopes of Ben
Cruachan serving Loch Awe Forest
District providing some radio coverage
of Fearnoch Beat which. prior to re-
organisation. did not have any radio
equipment.

The control system emploved at Lorne Forest
District is unique on (wo counts: it was designed
and built by our own siaff; and it is the only
system of its kind in use in the Forestry
Commission.

The requirement, as presented to the Radio and

Electronics Branch, was (o provide ftull radio
coverage tor the new forest distriet and for the
network to be controlled from the new office to
be built in Oban.

A survey showed that two addifional radio
repeater stations would be required. The first of
these was installed on the Isle of Mull, eight miles
from Oban. This station provides radio coverage
for the Fearnoch Beat (inland from Oban) and
Barcaldine Beat, ten miles up the coast.

The sccond station was installed at a disused
BBC TV transmitling station a1 Ardgour. 22 miles
north of Oban. providing radio coverage for Glen
Duror and Glencoc beats.

In normal radio networks, the controlling radio
sel or ““frigger station'' is installed in the fores(
district office, with its own aerial which can
‘‘see’’ the appropriate repeater station. In the
case of Lorne Forest District, however. only the
Mull repeater station can be *‘scen.’” The trigger
station and acrial were subsequently installed at
the BBC TV transmitting station which overlooks
the town and Oban Bay. The extra height gained

now allows the trigger station uerial to “*see™ the
aerials of the four repeater stations. The trigger
station is connected back to the office via a pair
of telephone lines renied from British Telecom.

Four control desk units are installed at the
office to allow control of the radio network from
four locations within the building. The control
circuitry which allows for automatic switching of
the trigger station (o whichever repeater station is
being used, was designed and built at the Radio &
Electronics Branch workshop at Dunkeld. Visual
indication of the repeater station being used is
displayed on each of the control desks.

With 22 mobile radio sets and four hand-
portable radio sets now in operation, more (han
92 per cent of the area has been provided with
good radio coverage — no mean feat in such o
mountainous region, which includes seven peaks
over 900 metres. Limited radio coverage is to he
provided in the 1500 hectares not covered by the
main network in the Glen Etive area, by the use of
a mobile radio set specially modified to operate in
that area.

David has lions
in his garden!

PROOF thar mountain lions are roaming Margam Forest has
come from Afan district FC recreation forester David Parnall.
There have been a number ol sighungs of la!'gc cats from Neath
to Bryvn and David has taken plaster casts of two sets of paw

prints found in his garden in Bryn.

“The animal came through on 1wo successive nights and we

¢ there were two different ones. We were ab]g 1o gstimaie

1 of one at 25 kilos and the other at 20 kilos.™

es the animals might have been bought as exolic pets and
leased when they became 100 difficult to handle.

believ
the weigh
He believ
then illegally re

3 o
'3
£

PatesS

IF CAMPIN

Camping capers at
the carnival

» was as much fun as this float in Aberystwyth's Carnival

promiscs, 1'm sure our eamping sites would be hooked solid from one year's
end to the next. Winners of the third prize for the Most Humorous Tableau
are, pictured From left to right: Gary Hopkins. Kay Williams, Sarah Poley,
Susan Fuge, Sue Leather, and in front — ready 1o get on with the job of
handing out FC leatlets — Margarei Taylor and petra Lewis. All are staff in
the Wales Conservancy office.

Derek’s
in good
company

THE Arbornicultural Association’s award
for outstanding services o arboriculiure
has been presented this year 1o Derek
Patch, Head of the Arboricultural
Advisory and Information Service at Alice
Holt Lodge. He received the award art the
Association’s 19th National Conlerence
held ar  Loughborough University  of
Technology on  September 4. Previous
recipients have included Hugh Insley and
Alan Mitchell.

Day out
fjor the
ﬂl!.'_iit,
lame
and
geriatric

PUCK'S GLEN is a steep silvan pathway win(llin;.',
its ferny way o'er rocky knolls by sp.urklmg
\\'utcri'nlhls, with shafts of sunlight piercing lllu-
trectops and mellifluous bird songs enchanting
the listening lughole. There, one would not have
heen surprised to trip over Titania, queen of the
fairies, or bump into Oberon.

“The magic of this elfin spot was somewhat
fractured when the Glasgow mob descended upon
its as the first compulsory stage of the annual
obstacle course which is euphemistically called the
Office Educational Quting.

The joyful thrush was drowned out by the
grunts and groans of the city’s unfit, lame and
geriatric as 1hey clambered resolutely over the
trail. placing their *‘recommended stoul
footwear'' with such care and precision that many
tailed to look up long enough to view the idyllic
surroundings.

This indeed was an exceptional excursion — it
was dry! Two vears' ago | wrote of our soggy
safari to Barcaldine and last year we sallied forth |
to Strathyre in 2 September monsoon — the first 1
rain to fall after two months' ot drought. But
now the sun was shining as we ventured into
Cowal Forest District, enjoying the hospitality of
District Manager Bob Sclmes and his team of
stalwarts. (Have you noticed — everyone's a
stalwart out in the field)!

Cowul is an arex of hen and glen around and to
the west of the lovely peaceful Holy Loch . . .
which houses the Polaris Submarine Base.
HAUT HORTICULTURE

Thankfully leaving the glen to Puck, we moved
a couple of miles up the A815 to the Younger
Benmore Gardens onee muanaged by the
Commission but now under the coutrol of the
Department of  Agriculture and  Yisheries. It
provides a fitting setting for Benmore House, a
mansion in the Scottish haronial style, well-
known to many of the ¥C ficld staff who passed
through its stately portals in the days when it was
2 training school full of foresters and dry rot.

The gardens were magnificent  with  the
“roddies’ and azaleas al their technicolour best.
The avenue Sequoindendron giganteum rising 1o
around 150 feef is justly world-famous.

After a bite of lunch it was off round Loch
Striven and Loch Riddon (o one of the stopping
points high up on the Tighnabruaich road. This
afforded a panoramic view of the Kyles of Bute
— a patehwork of lochs, inlets, bays, islands,
narrows, sea and sky.

A rumoured cncounter in the woods
Glendaruel with a fast-working brunctte in a mini
brought disillusionment when it turned out to be a
deft demonstration of timber extraction by & Mini
Bruunett 6781 Forwarder.

AMENITY PLANTING

We were running late when we crossed into
Ardgartan FD (o find its boss-man, Bill Blake,
patiently waiting. Another wee scramble up a
grassy hillock, overlooking the aptly-named Rest
and Be Thankful road, to a spot where Bill had
set up some fast-fading dyeline prints. These
purporied 1o show, William  succinetly
explained, how the unsightly rectangular blacks
ol mature Sitka and the equally protey batdefields
of telled devastation in Glen Croe would blossom
forth in 20 y (ime (o produce a landscape
worlhy of the canvas of 2 budding Landseer, We
all make a nofe (o return in (he year 2005 to
‘.I(Illlll'[: Bill's silvicultural brush-work.

llu.\mg engendered healthy appetites from our
exertions we descended locus-like on the normally
(!uucv I:lrll)cr_l Haotel. o mere chuckie’s throw
irom the oft-time chanfed bonnic banks of Lach
ll.nmnnd. Ailgr (_Iinnc-r the company adjourned
I(:r a n_)()dcﬁt_llqmd rc!‘rcs‘hment to find a solitary
il:((l(‘)ll"dll‘.l:"l;;:'t]llll(lllsl:)' \-qu‘u'm-“p\ lliﬂl.lhln(l clobber
by sheer ch'mc‘c 'II’I"-I:V od b L il
Yy ance, i ed on a day when they could
actually see the loch, 2

Soon the joinl_wus Jumpin’ as our lot ook over
and expertly whirled, hooched and sw aed their
way thro “‘Strip The Willow.” *'Eishsome
Rt’l“!." **Dashing White Sergeant’’ ete . 1
Silence, and the bar tukings, fell when we had
_rclurlnnll_\ to leave and rejoin our bus which sy
Its way back to Glusgow, In the rc
parfial inebriation it was enthusis
hold an annual outing once a month,

£

g
v oglow of
Iy voted to

JOHN WATSON
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RETIREMENTS

RESEARCHER CALLS IT A

A

Here’s
(o yew
David!

DAVID SEAL retired in September after a career which
;panned 34 years and included service as a District Officer in
Gc;rrtd/:nusguil;ziand Dunkeld, Nurse{y Officer at Drumsheugh

irdens, Assistant Conservator in Inverness as well as
Principal Silviculturist (N) and Chief Research Officer (N) for
the past 11 years.

His retiral was celebrated firstly at an informal gathering of
Rcsea_rch»colleagues. Roy Falkner paid tribute to his enthusiastic
contribution and recalled the highlights both serious and humorous.
On behalf of many friends and colleagues, David Seal was presented
with an expeedmgly handsome yew writing desk . Beryl, his wife, who
had provided home baked goodies for the entire station, was
presented with a specially engraved crystal glass. The couple then
planted a tree near the entrance gate.

Later a buffet was held at Bush House attended by more than 65
friends representing not only all parts of FC bul also the private
sector and other research organisations. Direcior Research, Arnold
Grayson, presented David with a hand-turned walnut plate from
colleagues at Alice Holi. The Director General, George Holmes,
warmly voiced the universally high regard of all for David and Beryl
and wished him well in retirement on his mini estate.

P

L i i SN, s I

The Seals plani a tree — and

X

are presented with a lovely desk.

AMONG retirements notified from West England
is that of Head Forester Mike Wilson who served
39 years with the Commission. He worked at
several forests in Somerset, Devon and Dorset
and was latterly on private woodlands duties in
Wilishire. He was presented with a pair of
binoculars, a cheque and a framcd map ol old
Wilishire.

When Miss Helpga Lane, typist at Salisbury
District Office, retired after 20 ycars she was
presented with a staple gun (her own choice), a
cheque and flowers.

John Piper, Conservancy Land Agent at Bristol
for 15 years (previously at Cardiff and York) was
presented with a voucher for a solo air [light
([ying is one of his hobbies) and maps. Mrs Piper
received a single rcd rose in a cut glass bud vase.

Forest Officer Geoff Keighley was presented with
binoculars to mark his retirement after nine years
at the Conservancy which he joined from being
Safety Officer at headquarters.

Tony Curtis, of Torridge, retired due to ill health.

He joined FC in 1951 and spent the past 20 years .
on chainsaw work, thinning and clear felling. R I .
). Johns, craftsman at Torridge, retired after 38 pMISS JANET

vears and Brian Angel left the same district after

18 vears.
Evald Teivas, who left Esionia in 1944 when the
Russians took over the country and came to [}

Britain via Germany, joining FC in 1953, retired
as a ganger, Warcham Forest.

R. Vallis, who joined in 1947, rctired from
Savernake Forest. Since 1969 he had worked on
motorway planting.

A

P

& . A
PETER CUMMING has joincd the small group
of men who have retired having completed -
years service with the Forestry CU“"“'SS'O""J AL ;
Peter, of Glenview, Dalmally, Argyll, :tl:lm:r as
a boy a1 Inverliever and went on 1o In'\uflc; -:1
mobile plough operator working all over -l(;v
Scotland. Af a reception at the old Gl¢ ".‘_’rt,;u'
forest office Peter was presented with his
year service certificate by Gordon Cowie
Assistant Conservator, Operations (M‘ldd
Scotland) and on behalf of colleagues 80~
fricnds, a cheque handed over by Dougi¢ BOYT.
Ploughing Head Forester.

barome!t

H

CLARK, CO, 2 g
with a travelling clock, an encyclopaedia of gardening and a cheque towards a microwave
oven, subscribed to by friends and colleagues. ¥DM Ken Buswell looks on.

Conservator A. H. A. 5¢
the FC and their combined
both had 25 years sery

Robin and Caradog Roberts,

e

ROBERT (**Robin’’) David Roberts ret
Cvnwyd Forest. At a small gathering at
A 1cter hy fellow worker

Scotl.

jce making a family total of 150 y

4

Speyside, retired after 35 years and Jim Webster presented her

ired after 38 years with the FC, all spent working at
Ruthin Forest district office he was presented \‘vilh a
Gil Williams and with a Long Service Certificate by Assistant
Robin has two brothers, Celyn and Caradog, who still work for
service amounts to 100 years. His father and another brplhcr
cars. 'The photograph shows Celyn,

pictured on the day of Robin’s retirement.

Charles MacMahon, PCE at HQ, retired
recently after 38 ycars service and at a farewell
gathering was presented with a cheque on behalf
of colleagues and friends by Mr G. Francis,
Commissioner. During his time with the
Commission, Charles served in North Scotland,
South Scotland, Wales, Basingstoke and
Edinburgh.

“'Mr Dalton Forest’’ David Keens, has retired.
David was the first forester in charge there when
it started in 1951. It later absorbed Lindale
forest and becane a 1600 ha forest most of it on
Carboniferous limestone and David became one
of the few experts in this country cstablishing

trees on northern limestones. Conservator Mr J.

A. Spencer presented him with a Lake District

swill basket and two books on British and

European rapiors from his colleagucs.

George Lamb retired in September after more
than 37 years service at Grizedale. He had
worked mainly with the felling gang, being an
expert axeman and sawyer before ‘‘graduating’’
1o chainsaws. In recent yecars, however, George
worked in the sawmill making specialised timber
constructions and picnic furniture, This work
has found its way over the length and breadth of
the country, The Grizedale workforce was at a
small ceremony to wish George farewell, and a
long, happy retirement. He was presented with a
Zenith camera and an official I'C tie from his
workmates. Also “‘retired”” and presented to
George in a tastefully wrapped parcel, was the
hammer he had used during his years in the
sawmill — it having been declared ‘‘worn
out.”

Derck Jones, Cheshire [Forest District, retired
after 32 years service at Delamere IForest. Perek
joined the Commission from school. His father
was a ganger at Delamere and so Derek had
first-hand  knowledge of the arca. He is
considered (o be an expert on Delamere Forest.
Derck has had to retire owing to ill health and
his friends at Cheshire Forest Distriet presented
him with a cheque.

Jim Roscoe, South Lakes Forest District, retired
after 26 years service, all of which has been
spent at Bowland. He is a self-taught drystone
watll builder and built the Forestry Comimission
walls at the Liverpool Garden Exhibition in
1984.

Gwilym Davies has retired after serving 13 years
in Ruthin Forest District during which time he
covered most aspects of forest work, including
harvesting where he was part of a forwarder
team. Colleagues and friends gathered together
to wish him well and good health in the future,
They presented him with a waich.

Tom Jones has retired after serving 12 years
the Ruthin Forest District, all of which was
spent  on forest management doing hard
draining, planting, weeding and brashing. At a
gathering at the Forest Office he was presented
with a cheque from friends and colleagues who
wish him better health in the future.
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BOB CATHIE, Conservator (NS) retired at the end of July. Always
very approachable and ready to discuss any problem, no-one could
have done more to win the respect of his staff. A tangible form of
their appreciation was a presentation to him of two paintings by
Mary Wilson, the Nairn artist, and a Caithness glass bowl decorated
with a forestry view.

il

JOHN McHARRIE retired
from Glentroo! after 31 years
service as a forestry worker and
was presented with a barometer
and a painting by forester Angus
Tait. He joined FC in 1949 at
Kirroughtree and after a three-
year break in dairy farming
returned to Carsphairn in 1966,
moving back to Glentrool in
1978. He and his wife will
continue to live in Glentrool
where he will keep busy in his
garden and greenhouse.

RON ROBSON retired from the post of Silviculture (North) chief
forester in Wales. Much of his 34 year career with the Commission
was consumed with silvicultural research in upland forests, and his
extensive knowledge of upland forestry spanncd the range of
conditions from north east Scotland to South Wales. David Seal,
Chief Research Officer (North) wished Ron and his wife Blanche a
long and happy retirement. He then presented Ron with a cheque
and Blanche with a piece of Edinburgh crystal.

= - —
milli<i 1

Duncan’s
walking

DUNCAN CAMPBELL
(district Forrester, Private
Woodlands. Lothian and
Tweed) retired after 44 years®
service. Friends and colleagues
attended a supper dance (o mark
the occasion, uand Dunecan
enterfained the gathering on his
accordion, accompanicd by Ken
Fryer (guitar) and Peter
Edwards {(vocal). Forest District
Manager, Mike Guarforth paid
tribute to Duncan's
conscientiousness and
enthusiasm.

Looking back over his long
service Duncan  thanked the
many characters who had made
his carcer a happy one and those
whose memory he will carry with
him to the Campbell croft in
Argyll.

Duncan was presented with 2
walking stick, a tic of the Scots
Guards to replace the 40-year-
old original, and a cheque.

TOM MOULES, Head Forester, Private Woods and Plant Health in
York Forest District, said farewell to his many fricnds and
colleagues ar a buffet supper in York. Conservator Tony Spencer
recalled Tom's 32 years in the Commission, all of it in North East
England, and presented Tom with a cheque. We wish Tom and his
wife a long, happy and healthy retirement.

TWO East (Scotland) stalwarts retired in August. head forester Jim
Allan who started at Glenbranter in 1951 and finished at Kirkhill.
Head forester George Stalwart began at Durris in 1948 and finished
at Alltcailleach. Colleagues at Kincardine Forest District marked the
occasion with a meal at Banchory British Legion Club where Jim
and George were presented with books of their choice. Picture shows
Jim (left) and Goerge with Forest District staff.

Ap
Jo

ainting marks
hn’s farewell

MR HUGH JONES retired from the FC recently after nearly 28 years as a
Forest Craftsman at Irfon Forest. Mr Dai Morris, District Forester FM,
presented Hugh with a tankard and a cheque on behalf of colleagues. Also at
the presentation was Mr Bert Bignall, formerly Head Forester in

: ; : n charge at
Irfon Forest, who himself retired in December 1984,

" One man and
his collie

JIM PETRIFE, tractor driver a Kincardine |
District, retired after 31 Years se
harvesting. e began in 1954 usir
to extract thinnings at Blackb
gilt can be a proble
(Jim Taylor) came

Forest
rvice mainly on
1g his own horse
all. A suitable refira)
1 but (lmc of Jim’s workmates
up with the idea ol a collje 1
thP out on the croft. Jim was (Ieligh:c:l (;:"illllll( |I[lo
assistant **Queen’” and we wish them many hap ):
years together. The picture shows Jim r;‘ca-i\l"l 5
|I’l:\' gilt from Head Forester Sandy Walke n}g
Kincardine Forest District Office, 0



OBITUARIES

A tribute to the First

Lady of wildlife

JUDY ROWE, one of th

authorities on wildlife management and who
was !1ead of the Forestry Commission’s
Wildlife Branch at Alice Holt, died at her

home on 1 September, af(
. ’ Cr a two-y
against cancer. vear battle

Harr}_' Pepper writes: Born in 1938, Judy Rowe
BSc, Dip.Cons., MIBiol., had a long c‘ar'ec “with the
Commission. She joi e

Joined the Entomology Branch in
1961 as head of the Mammal Sub-section and in 1973
was appointed head of the newly-established Wildlife
B(al}lcllll and becanic one of the UK’s leading experts in
wlldme.managcmem research with spcciali{: knéw-
ledge ol roe deer and srey squirrels. ‘

Her work on wildlife covered the entire spectrum of
(h_c_IOl'lcsl rotation from the nursery 10 felling, timber
utilisation and replanting. Her views on'.\\'ildli!'e
management influenced attitudes awav from a
previous emphasis on the extermination of “pests'’
lowards _professionally-planned management and
conservation. This was exemplified in her thinking on
grey squirrels which recognised the need for rigorous
control measures in commercial beech woods. but also
supported squirrel conservation in public parks where
these animals can give countless hours of pleasure to
visitors.,

€ country’s leading

Similar Study

Judy's mamn objectives were that the Foresiry
Commission should be able to establish the status and
performance ol wildlife populations  resident in
forests, predict their impact on the forest and vice
versa. and specify management regimes. During the
1960s her prelimmary work on the red deer ol
Galloway led to large-scale research involving the Red
Deer Commission, Institute of Terrestrial Ecology, as
well as the Forestry Commission, By 1978, she had
initiated a similar study on roe deer which regrettably
she was not 1o complete. Judy's work on the use of
warfarin for squirrel control and her concern for s
effect on non-target species formed the basis of the
1973 legislation. The subsequent insistence  on
thorough training and the responsible usc of warlarin
is well known.

Under Judy's direction, the nationwide Mammal .
Bird / Damage questionaire was instigated and in 1973
was modified to make it compatible with the Biological
Record Centre’s survey, adding sigmiticantly 1o the
knowledge on the distribution of wildlife in Great
Britain.

She had recognised a need tor the active conserva-
tion of rare species in our forests long before the recent
surge of interest in this field, and her involvement with
the conservation of smooth snakes and sand lizards in
the forests of the Dorset heathlands bears tribute to
this.

Captured deer

Judy Rowe will not only be remembered for her
work. bur for boundless enthusiasm for carrying it
out. She was alwavs cager to be actively involved in
field work, whatever the weather, and could be found
at the centre of any action — be it restraining a
captured deer at the bottom of a drain or instructing
rangers on a windswept hillside. 1§ i

Judy also involved hersell with the social life ol
Alice Holt. She played in both the Alice Holt ericket
team and table tennis team. and served a term of
office as treasurer of the Sports and Social Club.

Her success in her work was reflected in her clection
1o the Council of the British Mammal Society (1969),
the Environment Division Committee of the Institute
of Biology, as wellas being a member ot the Deer Liaison
Committee, the Freshwater Biological Association,
and the British Association for Nature Conservation.
She received international acelaim as @ result of her
published work.

Deteat was not in Judy's vocabulary . Whether 1t was
[acing a wildlile problem, or on one of her many out-
ol-work pastiimes. such as negotiating a difticult show
jumping course, tackling a nring one-day event, o1
protecting our rights of way: Judy Rowe never pave
up. ! )

Despite knowing she was lu_rmlnull_\' |II.. Ju_d_\
continued 1o make a positive contribution to her work,

JUDY ROWE’'S

her naighbourhood and her chosen sport. She served
on the Ludshott Common's Committee ol the
National Trust, the Headley and District Bridleways
Protection Group, the Hampshire Rural Riding Club,
and the Wey Valley Riding Club where she also held
the office of President.

One-day events

She wae still working i May this vewr and in that
month competed in two very tough one-day events, a1
Windsor Park and m West Sussex. (inishing in the
ribbons in both.

But it is not just for her wark or her competitis eness
that she'll be best remembered. 1t is Tor her unfailing
generosity ol spitic. e as tor all the help she
unstintingly gave 10 others, whether aiding her stalf.
cncouraging  post-graduate  stodents  with  then

BOUNDLESS
ENTHUSIASM AND
GENEROSITY

rescarch, comforting nepvous riders, ¢learing bridle-
wayy, serving Ludshott Common, organising cross
country trials, or even playing the front legs of a
pantomime horse tor charity. 1t is tor her whole-
hearted involvement in everything she did.

Although she was warned on June 24, that she only
had a few days left, Juds imsisted on dischargmg
herself from the Machillan Unit 1o spend those last
days ar home, and it is typical of her mdamitable
courage that she refused to succumb and tived for
another two months in the home she loved and which
she had lived in for 14 years.

It is fitting to record that the help she so swillingly
aave to others came back tenlold in the care, love and
aftection  she  received  Trom  her  two  closest
companions, Sue Henwood and Pam Kerr, her family
and Triends. who nursed her so devotedly during those
Last twa months.

NOTE: Donations to the Judy Rowe Memorial Fund
should be sent 10 Alice Holt.

—

VERNON JOHN

Wi REPORT with regiet the
Vernon P )
1ohn sampled the fore
Forest syu
colliery electrician at nearby Pontyberen,
1961. and had served for 24 years. He leaves a wile,

and a son.

sudden death of Forest Craltsman
John. Brechta Forest District. at lh_u age ol 63 Vernon L
‘ v lite at an carly age, joining the Pembrey 45,
ad on leaving school. Soon afterwards he leit [o_bccomc_a
¢ but returned to forestry m
two daughters

DAVID GIGGAL

DANVID GIGGAL, Head
Forester (FND) ar Kielder, died
suddenly at home in July. aged
Aflter  Forestry  School
aining, David was posted 10
the Chirdon beat of Wark Trorest
in 1962, and returned to Wark in
1976 after a period in Yorkshire.

KEN ELDERWICK

KEN ELDERWICK. late Manager of Chirk Mechanical Depot, died
suddenly at home on July 29, aged 63. He had previoushy worked as
Mechanical Engineer until he took early retirement in 1981, Ken had
& long record of voluntary service with a large number of local
orvanisations, and was a Councillor on South Shropshire District
Counctl, representing Chureh Stretion where he lived most ol his
lite. He is survived by his wife. a son and danghter.
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HAROLD JOHN
POUND

THI. DEATH occurred of
Harold Pound, aged 86, ex-
Farest Worker of Radnor
Forest. He started work in
1926 and was involved with
the pioneer work of esta-
blishing  Ruadner Forest,
though the bulk of his
working life was spent with
horses. Thousands of
cubic metres of timber had
been  extracted by him,
especially during the early
post-war years. During fhis
period the hills of
Cwmygerwyn would echo
with the voice of Harold
giving instructions to
“Lofty"', a powerful black
mare. He had a voice that
many an army drill sergeant
would be proud of. He is
survived by his widow, six
children, 14 grandchildren
and one great-
granddaughter.

STANLEY
EDWARDS

HE WAS the Forestry
Commision's first  Chief
Land Agent for England
and  Wales. Died at  his
home near Waorcester in
August, aped 84. Mr
Edwards joined in 1936 and
unti} his retirement in 1960,
was larpely responsible for
the designing and building
of many of the FC's earlier
cottages and smallholdings
and had a hand in creating
forest villages. He leaves a
widow, and a married
daughler.

HAROLD BOWE

HE DIED in service in
August. He had been a
Tractor Driver at Thorn-
thwaite Forest for 39 years.
He was a keen pardener,
and after the death of his
wife, he started to help out
a1 the Pheasant Inn in
Thorathwaite. He lived so
close to the Forest District
Office he was always
around to lock up gates or
help out and will be greatly
missed by his colleagues.

JACK TRUSSELL
EX-FORESTER, Mr Jack
Trussell, died in September,
aged 64, He had  only
retired from the Commis-
sion in June of last year.

JIM WAILSH

JIM WALSIL tormer Head
FForester at Hereford Forest
(Dean and Three Counties),
has died just two years after
reliring.  Following  retire-
ment he worked on the 1.
micans survey.,

LEN NICOLLS

LEN NICHOLLS, a former
Chiet Conservator of
Forests in Nigeria, who
joined Charmoath Forest us
a forest worker at the age of
60, and then became forest
clerk, has died in his 95¢h
VT,
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MEMO TO
ISOBEL:

BELT UP . . . sound words of advice for
Information Division Photographer Isobel
Cameron when she was covering a
demonstration of the use of helicopters in
forest fire control.

TRYING to secure herself in the open cabin
with two safety belts and a rope without
strapping in her cameras and headphone unit
was quile 2 task.

AND LATER, back on the ground, she was
almost in direc( line for a bomb attack.

O
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FRENCH CONNECTI

After highlighting “‘Sherlock Hewitt”” (SLASHER, Summer 85, page 6), our French
connection continues in this issue with a message from I'rancis Rinville, Directeur des 'orels.
He passes on a scries of posicards issued by his department to mark the International Year of
the Forest (onc is the scene on the left).

ANCE
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CHENE PEDONCULE

CONNECTION TWO: John
Everard says that in solving
one problem, *‘Sherlock
Hewitt’’ unwittingly created
another, John says:

‘“While recently visiting
the forest of Reno Valdieu 1
had assumed it was (the HQ
Social Club who had pinched
the plaque that gives the
lrees’ vital statistics.”’
Obviously it was the
‘“Slasher’s French
correspondent who had
removed it from your
photograph.

‘‘Readers might be
interested to sec the tree that
goes with the plaque (Right).
For scale purposes, my day-
bag and straw hat are at the
foot of the tree.

**On the basis of current
prices for oak in France, the
tree is worlh at least £8300
and probably nearer £10,000.
Even this is overshadowed by
the nearby Chene de
Aberdeen. This has a total
value of 30 cubic metres,
with 22 cubic metres in the
stem, making it worth at
least £12,000.”

N

Nature
study
class

‘in the
wild’

BERKSHIRE school
children are now able to
enter a whole new world of
nature study ‘‘in the wild,”
by following nature trails
laid out for them by the
Forestry Commission in a
forest near Burchetts Green,
Maidenhead.

The trails, the first-ever in
Berkshire, are in Ashley Hill
Woods, which is an area of
working forest which the
Commission leases from a
private owner.

The Commission has
established the trails in colla-
boration with the
neighbouring Berkshire
College of Agriculture,
whose lecturer in
environmental resources,
Kim Steele, will organisc
visits and provide the
specialist teaching.

With her colleagues from
the Maidenhead Teaching
Centre, Kim is developing a
teacher’s information pack,
and her base at the College’s
Woolley Firs Environmental
Studies Centre will also
provide support, with
classrooms, a natural history
displays and a teachers’
resource room.

PLANTATIONS

At Ashley Hill Woods, the
Commission have created
threc trails, the [ongest being
2% miles. These are laid out
through contrasting arcas ol
the forest, including dense
conifer stands, broad-leaved
plantations, mixtures of
these, open rides and glades.

Laison
meeting

No. 80

A CELEBRATORY lunch
marked the 80th mecting of
the South Wales and South
West England Timber
Marketing Liaison
Committce in Gwent in
October, followed by a
ceremomial tree-planting by
the Committee’s chairman,
the R(. Hon the Earl
Bathurst.

Formed in Bristol in June
1963, the committee’s main
function is 10 facilitate
consultations  beiween  the
home timber (rade, privare
growers and the Forestry
Commission on local
marketing  and  utilisation
problems.

Chairmanship hasy
alternated between
participating organisations,
and the committee includes
representatives  from  (he
British  Paper and  Board
Industry Federation, and
from local regions of ihe
Timber Growers UK and
British Timber Merchants’
Association.



