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THE NEW YEAR HONCURS WE are delighted to learn that SIR RICHARD

COTTERELL., of Garuors, Hereford, who seryvsd as a
Gommiesioner from the end of the last war until hiz retirement in July, 1964, has been
sppointed & Commavder of the Order of the British Empire (C.B.E.)., Sir Richard's recerd
of public service is outstanding, So far ez we are concernsd, he played a most important
ole in developing reliations with private forestry interests, and in furiherimg the
Commission?s cause in gemeral, Promineat in cther spheres, too, he was Lord Lieubenant of
Herefordshire from 195 to 1957, and has bteen & Justice of the Peace since 1938, He
served with the Royal Horse Guards from 1927 to 1932 and with the Shropshirs Ysomanvy in
the last wax, in which, from 19%.3-45, he Commsnded the 76%h, Medivm Regt, B, A, in the
¥iddle East and Italy,

Qur congratulations, also, to Mr, CHARLES
MAGDONAYLD, Head Porester, Skye Forest, who becomes a Member of the Order (M.B.E.).
Mr, Macdonald joined the Gommission as lomng ago as 1926, starting as a forest worker at
Inchnacardock, He served at Creagpaeun, Glenshiel and Glembirittle forests before going to
tkye in 1958, During the war he was seccnded to the Timber Supply Department, A native
of Skye, he has done much to promotz community life on thea island,

Cthers who are honoursd and are associated with the
work of the Forsstry Gommission inelude Professor K., €, MOBBS, who holds the Cheir of
Yorestry at Bangor, and who beccmes a C,B,E,, having been an 0,B.E, since 19473
¥», G, W, SHAW, Deputy Director of Operations, Bowater Paper Corporaticn, a=ni Mx, 3,T,
CAMPBELL, Secreiary of the Home Timker Herchants® Association of Scotland, toth bacome
0.B,E 3.,

®% RETTREMENTS IT is with mueh regret that ¥e raport the rativement

through i1l health of Mr, JOHN MELVILLE, Forester
at Selm Muir, Midlcthian, in South {Scotlend) Comservangy, "Jock" HMelville commenced work
witl the Gommission at Dalbeattie Forest sarly in 1928; he went on to work st Benpnan,
Gienbrantsr, Ross Isle and Clashindarroeh bafore returning south to FMleet in 1933, He was
premoted o ganger inm 1936 and Foreman in 194.2; a=nd to Forester in 1648, when at Gleniress,
Ee Ianter served at Clauchrie, Newecastlebon and ultimately at Selm Kuir,

Be was & first class practical Forester and in his
early dsys bis outpat on all cperations was often higher than average, His wide experiencs
and kmewledge of the capebilities of workmen was later refiected irv the excellent resulis
gttained at the forests in his sharge.

Thus auothey "garibhy” has unfortunately had to lay
dewn his zlasher bul iu so doing he receives the best wishes of his many friends,

Mr, WILLTAN HACUEOD, Foreman at Lael Forest in the
North, Scotland Conservancy, bas also retired. He started work with the Commission at Lael
in 1952, serving all bis time at the same forast, To mark his departurs the forest staff
presznted him with a silver pocket watch, Their mwany friends in the district wish
Mr, & Mrs, Haclecd many happy years ghead,

. At 2 mecting iv the Forest Office, Portree, Skya
Forest, staff gathered unjer the chairmanship of Head Foresier Mandonald to say farswell

to Gsoger R, HACKENZIE known throughout the districs a3 "Roddy®, At this "send off"
ceremony Roddy was the recipient of the gift of an slectric pewer drill, and in returning
thanks he said he had fyund unequalled friendskip in Skye, during more than 10 years'service
with 1the Gommission,



-

®® NEWS OF MR, R, G, RROWN HIS numerous friends irn the Commission will be
pleasad to hear of the success of Mr. R, G, (BOR)
BROWN in gaining entry %o the Administrative Class, Bob Brown left us sowme time ago for
the Pay Research Unit, in which he served as a Senior Executive Officer, He has now
moved to the new Ministry of Land & Natural Resources, !

*s ELEMENTARY CONSERVATIOR ALTHOUGH Caancp ponds in the Dean Forest cover some

10-20 seres of water they supported very 1ittle
wild life for many years, writes Head Forester R, J, JENNINGS, Discharge from 2 local
factory made them unasttractive to both fizh and wildfowl, ¥hen, however, throumghk a change
of process the discherge was less toxic the local Angling Society siccked the waters with
coarse fish,

The weterfcwl population, though, was practically
non~existent, VWith the exception of a half Cozen woscrien that skulked in ths reeds too
scared to show their heads above water less they b2 blasted into the amext parish by ths
local sharpshooters; and 2 lonely swan that led it’s melancholy 1life liwing on crusts of
bread thrown to it by picnickers and tourisis, the ponds were almost deserted, The odd
mallard that alighted for a rest om its way from the Sovern to the ¥ye naddom lived long
enough to pay a second visit, because at this time many "locals” wers wandering the woods
with shotguns in the guise of squirrel shooterz, When one of them shot the swan and it
was found dead in the water by a forester, gum permits were withdrawn and shooting near the
ponds prohibited. Shortly afterwards some Canada geess werz put on the water, with some
young mallard to keep them company,

Todey, as I paased by, I counied 60 mallard on the
ponds, The geese leavs the water for long pericds but return from time to time and are
quite tame,

A few years ago the level of the water in the pond -
was lowered several feet in order o recover the victim of a drowning fatality and on that

occasion I myself saw some monstrous cerp flopvimg around in the resulisnt shallows,

So, with the minmimum of frouble and some elementary
conservation we have a siretch of water that not long ago supported no wild life now well
stocked with fish, and a wijdfowl population getting more numerous each year, The main
thing, it seems, is to keep the guns sway and put & litkie food down in hard weather,

o have hers at Lizghtmoor a small) pond which is
fished regularly by patieant Jocals and dozens of schoalboys with their vary simple tackle,
Over the past years I have smiled to myself as I vassed and comsidered them super-optimists
to expect to catch fish of any size in sush zv wosttractive habitat, How mistsken I was,
In the bhard frosts of 1562-3, vhen the pords were frozen up for weeks and most of the fish
wereo killed, we fownd during ths thew lota of fish, among them a pike of scme {7 pounds
2nd eals up to four pounds, The pond has nincs been restocked and the schoolboys are
angling again with high hopes of reccrd catches,

*® FOR THE NATURAULIST, AGAIN TBE Birminghem Hatural Histerr Society has dis-

' ¢overad an interesting sand-dune plant community
by the main Londen -~ Biminghan railway line in Warwickshire, A deap layer of szea sand
wes dumped in 1958 on an embaniwent that wea on fire, which bas now formed au area tén by
thirty yards of semi-atable duras,

Besides the characieristic marram grass, a mumber
of species appear to have been introduced with the eani (which ceme from Msrgem, in
Glamorgan), including sea rocket, saliwert, sond sedge, zand couch and sand cat®s-tail,
Bost remerimable of 21} was the presence cf forispermum hyasopifolium, an extrsmely rara
alian, It iz 2 native of the Mediterranesn regiom that ococurs as a casual over most of
northsrn Furege,

1% comes es something of a surprise to note that
the Hinistry of Agriculture iz werping people to be cp thoir guard against yet another
pest ~ the mink, ‘To our Jay minds the vary name conjuras thought of a slinky, attrective
looking arimal and thiz becomsz ruminatively agsocinted with elegant blondes, dismonds
and who knows whai other atiractions, But i%* seems that mimk escapess ere really a
protlem,

Ontil 8ix ysars ago, says the Ministry, there were
few complainte about darage dore by mink at large and there were indications of their
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breeding in ke wild only in gze ares, Since then svidence kes been 2ocunuiating thab
escapees from mink farms cr renches are livimg and breeding in other parts - nctably on the
vivers Teign and Avon in Devon, the Stour in Dorset and on the Tcifi in Wast Wales, besides
several places in Scetland, "Ard,® says the Ministry, "thoy could gquiskly become astab-
lished over wide areas throughoui Britain, es they bava alrsady don: in Scanmdinavia.”™

The less knowiedgsabie among ur will want Lo know
or be remirded that miank - wvalueble creatures in captivily - are likely when wild to raid
poultry houses, pheasavtries, {ish pouds ard rivers for their food, 4 male specimen in
the wild, by the way, will weigh only 3~& 1bs, as against 6 or 7 1o, when on the mink
ranch, and to measure 2 ft. from noiss o heil tip,

The Ministry voiut out that occugiors in England
and Weles who Imow that they bave nink on their land, other than theose which are being
kept under licesce, have a lagal ovligasion %o notify the Mipistry, and County Agrisvitural
Executive Committees have delegated powers to destroy such mink without inewrring liabiliny
for compersetion,

One or two more detaiis about mink, A wmember of
the stozt and weasel family, in its wild state it dis dark brown, almost black, is about the
size of a polecat and has whitish chin patches of variable size, In ceptivity, mink have
been bred in a variety of colours, such as those namsd “Platinum”, "Pearl®, "Topasz®,
"Palomino®™ and "White".

s POR SATLORS 5 Br, R, C., L, VINE, Assistant Ferester av Challock,
- South East Englond, is intsrested in the possibility

of raising e team from Commission staff, living within easy reach of Lgmdong to compets in

the $ivil Semvice Inter~Deportmental Team Sailing Championships labtsr this year,

v i

Hr, Vires, having gquaified to enter oy winning the
Henzgerie Chempionship &t Fisher's Green the previous waeckend, recently wor the C2ivil
Service Sziling Association Individual Champiomship, szilimg his Fnterprise Class dinghy on
F 3 aE 3
the same waters,

Anyone Who hes the necessary experience and feels
like joining Mr, Vires in the forthcoming team event should commuicate with him as =zooa as
possikie, We haven®t his private address, but letiers should reach him vie ths forest
cffice ot Chellock, near Ashiord, Rant,

b FULL HARAS T0 FRAHA GROUP A thoroughly enjoyable performance of "drsapic and
0id lLace" was prezented bty the Inferosta Jrams
Toup last month, writes a correspondent.

Fnen this play by Jeseph Kenzelriag was first sesn
around the 1940%s, audiences were shoclked that such subjects as madness and murdsr could
be played for lavghs, However, in 1564, the year of the "theatrs of cruelty", the idea is
hardly ewen bizarre., Share of the show were undoubtedly AbLy and iarthe Brewstsr, plaged
with disarming gentieness by LILLY PALLEGT and EDNA PEBRITR vespectively. The entirs play
3tood or fall by their performancas and thoy certainly triwephed, These vwo ladies ware
peguificant and wetehiog ther it scemedincredible that nelther had evsy had any professional
stage experiance,

XEN WINTER pisyed the male lead with apleomb, As
¥ortimer Brewstor his displaysd o fime serse of comady an? his "double veke® on discorering
the bedy in the chest was very Tunny, as was the sceme when ho realisad thst his mother
was not in any vy relatsd dto the Brewsterzs,  Shades of Cary Grant! Romance on the stage

is alleged 3o b2 Fifficult fo poriray but Ken managed all righit - probahly becauze the
romence was supplied by charming DOROTAY 14070, meling her fTirst anpesrvance with the Group,

A noticesble improvement on previous preductions
Was the make-vp.' In the past, Misz I and Mr., ¥ sppeared orn the stage looking wreity much
like ¥iss £ and Mr, ¥, but thic {ime the meko-ur of all the chat2ctar perts was Pirst ciass,
Fhon BRIAN HOLIAND luabered on tha siags as Jomathan Brevsier the iikeness to Boris Rarlof?
wag iguediaisliy apparent and, as srhsequent action disclosed, he was indead intended %o
look like "Frankenstein®,

= HADRICE GUEEY piaysd the zeay Teddy (Thecdore)
rewstor with underntending sad sympathy; although ome Jaughed at him, becsuss that is

3



what the auther intended should be done, one also felt compassion for him.

Spsce doss not permit meve than to say that the
large cast included JOHN WARD and JOHN AIP as #wo Brookliyn cops wit T¢ruv’ Qirish accents,
CHRIS KING as the sycophant Dr, Einstein, ALAN MEYER as the gerrvlous Offlcer 0'Hara and
GEOFF SRAL making & welccme return %o the group with an electrifying performance as police
Iieutenant Rooney. Johm Alp had o carry out a quick chezge in order %o appear also as
Mr. Gibbs, onme of the potential bemefirciarlées of the old ladies® "lirdness’

Stage MYanagemenh was under XEN ZALDWIN,

ALAN CHa¥MAR wruly deserves special menbion,
He not only played fwo character parts bub he also produced the plesy, Tt nerer ceases Yo
amaze me that Alan i; able fo undertake the Tormidsble task of liclking these produceions
into shape and acting in them as well, Obviousiy he is & true enthesiast and, fortunately
for us all - it shows,

The Growp's mext presextation will be Philip
King's famous comedy "On Hondey Next”, Note the dates ~ May 6th end 7th - well worth =
trip to London, The writer is willing to stalke a money~begk-if-not-satisfied guzrantee
on it?

#% TRANSFERS THE following transfers heve beewn notified to
Headquarieirs. Nsbelclt 0fficers: A. 6. BRAMWELL
from Gairnbaan, ¥(S);to Bermore W(S)s A. J. LOF from Inversess N{S) to Gairntaan; J, PEAL
from Parkend, Desn to Dolgellan N{¥). Forﬂsters. R. 0. PRICE frem Myvagdd Ddu, S(W) to
Grychan S(W); J. W, TAYLOR from Wamchope, S{S) %o Pemnin ighume 8{sj. A::sxstant Foresters:
A, BEARDSLEY from Kielder (Plauning & Econon es) o uopley {Plarning & Bcenomics )
A. A, BUBNS from Aeron, N(W) to Hafrem N(¥); D. CAMPRELL from Loch Ard ’Acr\""ay) ?ﬂ S) to
Loch Ard (Main); N, P. DANRY from Bush Nursewy, MB) to ¥id Ardross DR} J, W, MP.DE
from: Working ”1ans D(E) to Sherwood NW(E); W. A. MASON from Glewbranter, (s)
Garelochhead W{ ), Go Fo WOYSEY from Coed-y-Bremim, N(¥) to Wewborough N(w\; T"EOTOSEDDON
from Bere, SQEO(E) to Abinger SE{E); R, E. STOXES from Hafren to Dovey Bryn () s
¥. THOMSON from Bdirburgh to Dalmascallan S(8); Do L. WILIMOTTY from Mid Ardross to Bush
Nursery, Superintendent of Works G. W. CROSSAN from Glemtrool, 3(3) to Castle G'ex3(8).

*% DERSONAL CORGRATULATIONS T0 Mr. G, H, BLACKW)OR, Dunserdale Forast, N.W.
England . who took the szeconk and finel parid
{practicsl) of the Royal Porestry Sceletys® annual examivetion for ths Forsater's Cewtifi-
cate, at Huntley Estate, Glos. He geined top marks and was awarded the "C.o P. AGKERSY
prise. '
R{CHARE 2AKRR, 47 years old son of Xr. DAVID
BAXER, who was at Alice Holt for 12 years before coming %o Lhe XRducatior Branch at Head-
quarters, has wop an exhibition {oume of four ard two scholarships ip matural sciences)
to Churchill College, Cambridge. Richard iz a student a: Farmhem Grammar School.
Good worl

Best wishes to Mr. D. M. WGHEQS, Diztrict Officer,
North Wales, and Hrs. HUGHES, on the birth of o daughter,

“* UNUSUAL. FIRE A Pire at Allersvoa, N.B. England, which msde it

necosasry to fell some good-quality Scols pineg
burned undergrourd and undetected iv bracken and needle peat for five wesks, severely
demaging the roots of the trzes.

On two cccagicns members of the forest staff
thought they sew smoke in +the locality but thorcugn searches revealed nothing and neither
could asuy 3ign of firs e spetied from verious venisgs poinis in the forest, There was
no swell and the conclusion was eventually resched that what wes sesn were localised
patches ef' mist peculiar to the area,

Wnen discovered dwiding dreain maintenance, the
'ire wag Tound Lo be on 2 szelf more than 4100 yerds from a road and comcezlad from
observation by configuration of the gronnd and & demse orup of rwough Douglas. The cause
ras aiwost certelnly s camp fira,

Jr YOU DO SOMETHING, SER SOMETHILIG , OR IiBAR SOMETHING OUT OF THE ORRINARY, TELL Your

SLASHER GORRESPONDENE,  THERE 15 A CORPSSPONDENT i BACH DIRACTORATE AND CONSERVAICY
OFFICE.




