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Despito many difficuliies and fears the "Rufter” agein makou Lis
appearance in slightly differsut form, An old f2tend, Me, Shisida of
Sandbank, was ungble to print for us thia year, but we were lusky in
securing the services of a new firm = Cathro and MacGregor of Benmore,
Both full-time olsrkegren and buay housewives, they geve of their time
and telents to bring out tlds issue. Ve pive them our warmest thanks

and hope our "efforts" are worth their labour,

Lastly, ocur cover desismer and gencrel artistic adviser, Jim Adrien

deserves our ccngratulations on his good work

AJK,. Smith (Editor).




The Assistant Forester's Loment

o
Ths Rachelors' Loment

We've lodged with old ladies, the hal™ of o
Wetve sipped from cracked cupa and wolve u i
Velve swollowed thick gravy ell curdled wisi: £
Its a wonder we haven't sucoumbed to discauc.

Then "ocats" wore a nuissnce that had to be tholed

IT you wenbed o stay in soms lapdledy's foid

But many a kildk they rocelved on the quich

Ere they shuled co the atring thet wes put in thelr diet,.

Now we're beck on the stroets, on the lockout for digs
For we're tirsd of beins treated like so many plgs.
Wo're knocking each dicy es we walle through the tomn
And this is the pii door we've nearly imeckoed dovina
"Good Horning, dear leldy" says T moat pelis
Can you give us & room in your house snd s hiba,
But she opened her mouth and shot forward her hsad
And the "HO0" she let cut nearly wakencd the dead.

Says I, as I hastily jumped from her step

"You can go to the devil, T wouldn't have slept
In you £11thy old reom if you'd offeored it firuo
For I never liked sharding a room with a flea."

&

Well, we're in, but for how long, I couldn't qui
To the end of tha week? - or the end of the &:
To £flirt with the deyphier wion Mela not

te say

o

Mesadne wiih tnto.

When the term "messing"complaint® 34 hLeoushd before U -
bodybody, its members sit back ani wrati tho fi‘gw g?: eloquemeharg}:dh& 2
utters forth on the failings of the Temmare catering aystem, ¥t im a
well known fact that even the "moderatora® will rosw with wrath, if en
injury to the stomach is thought 4o osour, mwh $o the consbermation Lf
the neseing comnitteo. Such comploinis, aa the scarcity of sendwlch
fillings, and the inferior quelity of salt provided, one common at neerly
evary meeting but cocasionally something alightly different crops up.

Such a case I have in mind, wes whon it was stated, that Smolry,
school cat, had been seen deseorating a carcass of vam;m with its o
gr:;ma. Instently pandemonium broke out, end cries of "Death to the

at" reng out from the back benchers, and when order was restored again

However, soms of the more humene clemonts fearing their hands
steined by the blood of this fiondish folino, argued the selutios mored be

to drop it blindfold from the back of moving vehi
thore to be banished forover, % ole in derkest Argyll,

At this stege, a representative of the R.3.P.C

_ -8,P.0. A, fortunatoly stepped

:.:tt:hglaad for the life of this pestilent pussy, and it was he wl‘{ospoﬁntod
fact that this troublesome tabby contributed daily to the school

olmf s qu;l‘l.ty class one meat, in the form of rabbita, rats and other form

-Warﬂmlm !{a w::l: yet{ida:m;;ﬁm. This last minute eppeal saved the

gy, unsnimo agreed that heace £ i i
"arder of the Booty 1f fownd in the vicinity of vistere ) o rerded the




8ix representatives of Benmore joined those of Faskally snd Gwydyr, to
study the pursuit of silviculture in the Forest of Deam.

Their introduction, on the practical side, was the felling of osk planted
in 1813, replacing those used to bring Napoleon to his kmees., The Luwamriant

vegetation of briers, six foot high bracken and coppice shoots, was attacked,

using long handled hocks in an effort to uncover this years plants. (Meny a

wistful thought went back to the slopes of Coirantee.) -

Thursdays and Fridays were spent touring the country at the Commission's
expense. The Dean forests were explored first, end we learned to dread
epicormic shoots and pipe rot. The native sheep, which wandered at will

the countryside, snd the unsightly "tumps" (slag heaps) caught our
attention.

Going farther afield, Tinten Woods end Ffrwigrech were viaitedn The
latter is a Welsh private estate, whose omer usez pelignite to deal with the
problem of a herd panl . :

Visits to a coal mine end a wood distillation plant, convinced us that
there are worse jobs than forestry, Other tours tock us to a match factory,
a tunnery and the "halls of learning" at Oxford. Our last attack was into
Wales, to the Black Mountains, Mymydd DDU Forest.

A feature of the tours was the "pub lunches.” The local cider was tasted,
declared terrible, and drurk with relish.

Our leisure time, also, saw some travelling. Parties sallied forth to

Gloucester Cathedral in one direction, and Cardiff football stadium in the othe:.

One lone wolf found his way up the Rhonda Valley to Pontypridd. Had the
natives there discovered his politics, he would not have returned. The nine
miles over the hills to Tinten were cycled, to see the famous Abbey. A son of
Ulster hitched - hiked to London and back.

Teken out of their usual setting the Bermories developed some
habits. Men, who were, before not noted for their literary ability, sent off
daily epistles to Dunoon. Staunch teetotalers visited the "local," end the

oinema gained & new patron.

- 2 -

On the meseing side of thinge, the Irish faced another potato famins,
Howevar; when liaison wes eevsblished witl e Matow, a mro slequate supply
of "praties" was produced.

The six weeks passed all too quickly, and surr we bade farewell to the

"groves of osk and returned to the "glens of sili-..
P
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Its the county of mists and of mountains

Of Campbells and castles so grend, 3
Where the Commission hes lavished its SITKA
Now clothing its rain sodden lend.

Aye, its covered with Sphagmm end heather
Peaty velleys and steep rugged bens G
Where the sheep-men is pushed ever upwerd
As the bounds of each forest extends,

I did travel a part of this coum
Through Cowal, north to the Graa?l}lm,
Not forgetting to visit Kintyre
?ﬁﬁm by the islends sgain;

een where once the clans struggle
ind a struggle is goingmstms i
To combat thin soils and exposure
&nd push Sitka right on up the hill

Now the face of Argyll is fast chang
4s the green monster spreads o'er th;ngmd
Bringing with it its mills and its feotories
%ﬁ; those quaint wooden houses at hand,
o shepherd on high stops to ponder,
hmes a d.g not far hence
When e county line the Commissicn will merk
With one long comtimicus fence,

BENMCHE FORESTRY SCHOOL Winter Term 1958
Senior Course Start 9,00 a.m.

Time Allowed 3 hours.

Questions 1, 3 and 5 are compuiscrye fnewer any cther four if
question L and & have been atterpisd, or queptlons 2, kb and 8 if mumber
7 id done, though obvicusly these canno® be ubtempted separstely if 9 and
10 are dene before qusations 1, 3 and S

QUESTION 1.

Ls a privale forester, you are glven an 41 acre plot of moorlsnd to
plent comtaining Juncus, Molinda end Nerdus compebing with Adra Flexuoea
and Wild Strewberry as the ground vegebatlon. 0dd poclets of Gueldar
Rose exist with Alder Buckthorn in the numercus soggy deprossions. Would

yous =

(a) Consider the aree too dry for Swamp Cypress?
(b) Conisder it too wet far cactus on a cormerciel basis?
() Assume the area has been sown as & fractical joke by your workers?

QUEETION 2,

A rectenguler pocket of devastated woodlend, 147 yards long end 67 yeax |
wide is to be fenesC. sgainst Deew, Sheep and Large Mice, Stiles are to
be erccted in each of the four ccrners and a 15! gate in the centre of one
sids, List weight end dimensicne of all material needed, men days requireC
end overall cost per rumning foot, (correct to the neerest 3d.)

Kesp' your enswer as brief as possible.

Lerge dsep tecth marks ere found on en Opk brench et 47' in & small
g;?fbatim an 0.d red sondstons in S. Weles., Hes the demagw been caussd

(a) A red squirrel sinco ceptured.

(b) A grey squirrel still on the run?

(e) Neither.

(a) Both

(&) Don't kmow (iy relation to question 3)

(£) Don't cere (in relation to ell questicns).

QUESTION Lo
Find ten misteles(epert from spelling) in the attached Progress
Report. When completed, &re the Progress Reportsi-



When completed, are the Progress Reportsi-
(2) Submitted in triplicate to Conservency Office every two weeks by
the forester?

(b) Copied cuh three times by the forester and sent to the Conservency
Office fortnighly?

(c) Sent twice a month in duplicste to the Conservency Office by the
forester, one copy being retained?

If the serial nunber of your form is lost, would you inform the police
and D.O. by coded message and burn their reply berore reading, for seourity?

QUESTION 5.

Why ere trees measured? Can they be messured after they have been
felleda? (If the enswer to the last two questions is in the negetiza,
describe briefly how you would measure them while they ere falling).

QUESTION &

You are asked to srrenge an F.C. display et a County Agriculturel Show.
List, in order of preference, the exhibitions most likely to meke this
audience forest conscious:-

(a) Two laps of the show ring by 18 forest workers forming a pyramid
on a decorated Allen scythe.

(b) A life size wax model of a D.O. weering a fire fighting helmet
with an inexheustible supply of pins.
(The rosemblance of the modsl to ony D.O. would be purely intentional).

(e) A woeding race in a bracken area by forest warkers from each
Conservency - the competitors having to complete an acre of the plantaticns
on their bicycles with a minute bresk st tge end of each row for a "sharp up."

(@) Competition to guess the nwaiber of transplents found buried in &
burrow.

QUESTION 7.

During an inspection of your forest nursery, you see that a block of
J.L. has been lined out at an engle of L5 degrees to the ground, Would you
ASSUmB T -

(a) The nursery is on a steep alope and say nothing?
(b) You have cme leg in a rut?

(¢) You have the other in the air?

(d) Your work has been getting you down?

QUESTION 8.

Write en imaginery letter to your Chinese pen friend desoribing one of
the following subjects, liske your lettor as interesting as possible:-

(a) Completion of the Transfer Invoice Supplement.

(b) lass emergence of Hylobius Abietis.

(¢) The position of hop waste in the National Forest Policy.

(d) Revised yield tables for J.L. in G.B.

(¢) The future of Di-nitro-ortho-cresol in Irish heathland nurseries.

QUESTTON 9.
Study the exhibits on display, and then enswer the following questions
in tzbuler form is posgaible:-
(a) Does Saucer A contain more grains of nitro chalk than gravel?
(b) Is Seucer F (i) containing clay particles off .002-.0002 mm.?
(4i) dusty?

(¢) Is the materiel in Seucer B (i) mcid, (ii) alkaline or (iii)
sugpestive.

(a) Where is Seucer C?

e g
CHARG L DRIVING Runy Wiimus
OwinERS PURmSlon
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THE SOCIAL IE!LR

Since October, 1957 when the reins were handed over from Senior to
Junior Students, our social evmta haw met with unqualified suocess.

Everyone, students and the public alike found much entertainment at
all our gatherings, and a comfortasble profit was made into the bargain,
Some of thet profit it should be mentioned was diverted to our local
Eventide Home for aged people to ensblé them to enjoy a few extra comforts
at Christmas time. s 2 :

Our sotivities the social ones anyway, were cf 8 very ard:mm‘y nature,
though apparently from the enthuriasm with which they were received were
none the worse for that. They included & monthly dmce, an ennuel Xmas
party (with a very impressive array of fcod} and end of year dimner which
took 4n a show in Dunoon, and something not tried beford, a trip to visit
our counterpsrts at Faskally School, Pitlochry. This a.a%lgut for Students
end eny of their friends, md for ina‘&rud‘ﬁnrs &nd any of theirs, toock place
on a lovely Saturdsy in April. A football match ha? been arrenged and
this we watched or played ss the case may be, and a mesl also had beon
arranged which we omsmed, with the same glee. Later in the year Faskally
visited us at Benmore, end partock of our hospitelity in much the sams way.
Now both schools agree that this event should become an smnual ones

Very shortly the first year students will be teking over the orgeniz-
ation of our entertainments end we all of us hope that they will have an
equally successful year.
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The Exchenye Student's Dream

Beside the unoloaned plants he lay,
His grass-hoock, an unused tool,

His heed was bare, his golden hair,
Lazy tousled o'er & stool.

fzain, in the midst of sleep,

He saw, his parent school.

Right through the pattern of his dreams,
The gurgling Masson flowed.

Beneath the spruces on the strath,

Onoe more a bike he rode.

And saw the old red buses,

Go bumping down the roed.

He saw onee more his bomnie Jean
fmong the heather stand,

She clasped his neck,

She kissed his checks,

She held hinm by tho hend.

4 smile passed o'er the slecpers face
4nd 211 the world scemed grond,.

find then at furious speed he rode
4long the Masson's benk,

His hendlebars were rusty spars
4nd with a metallic clank

At each bump he ocould feel

his buckled wheel,

Catehing his mudguard's flank.

Behind him like an Irish flag,

Hig green scerf cver flew;

From mile to mile it followed bis flight
Through land where the Sitke grew,
Until he =aw the roofs of Invereck,

4nd the Holy Loch rose to view.

aid not heer the ganger's shout,

the blazing heat of the day,

love had conquered in the land of sleep,
hie lifeless body lay

peaceful rest, though his heert,

ag broken and far away.

EFERT
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AE. Smith (with apologies to H.N. Longfellow).




On Leaving the School,

As an outsider who has been living emonzst you I feel I would like to
give you some idea of what might happen when you take a post in the Commission.

On leaving the School you will have in your possession deteils of your
posting end you will probably have been in touch with the Forester in charges
He will srrenge to meet you at the nearest statien end will also fix you up
with digs.

The position of finsnce is probsbly the most diffioult. You are given
& fortnights holiday on School Pay. You then have to pay your own wey to
your postinge When you start work as an Assistent Forester you won't get
eny pey until the end of the month 2 or 3 weeks.

The weges come by cheque on the last day of the month unless this falls
on & Sunday.

Lodging allowance for a single men.is now £1 a week.

Tt is ususlly in most congervenciss to work es Genger with a squad
mch of the first 12 months bubt much depends on the forester, the
type of forest and the amount of supervisory staff engaged there,

Often found on forests is a leck of tool meintenance and people who kniw
anything sbout it. A cerysin smount of interets end ekill in this topic
helps to gain esrly respect of men and bosses.

During Wet time (much in the West) sn intercst in office routine will
prove invalusble.

Never be too lenient with men on first contect. I dem't mesn horsewhip
them but regerds time if ever you ere with a squad keep time beceuse they
will gain that extra when you are sbsenb, If they get 2 little when you
are with them it will be a lot when you are not with them. Btick strioctly to
the book until you find your feet and job will become easye

Well by now you will be bored to tears so I'1l finish end let you find

the rest out yourselves but the mystery won't be so desp es "The Case of the
Missing Dough."

R. Harvey.

SEVEN HINTS TO STUDENT DRIVERS
1. gmsacates—w.ghﬁngmmm—autﬂe-pwwmm
‘bumper

ent.

2. Vehicle, =- a shake of the fist, a tap of the bumper end a few
well Words from the crew, is usually sufficient to force the offend-
ing motorist to retreet to the nearcat lay-by with all possible speed.

5 P - verisble - cutward journey MAXIMUM 15 M.P.H. (with stops) =
hcﬁ‘damy MINTMUM 45 M.P,H. (NO STOFS).

L. Pilots attire - large pesked ocap for bright Argyll sunshine, hip length
lcather jackeb — "MILLETT BRAND" end heavy boots designed to hold
accelerator in proper place, i.e. on the floor boards.

5. Turning Places, = widest and safest ones ere really found adjjacent
to working site - Flay safe -‘l‘-rjr further on.

6. Fusel, - Jemeson's High Octane for maximm performance. Youn winter
o0il - "Guinesol 30."

7. Awkward cntrances. = Tske osb throuygh first, if judgement is correct
remsinder of vehicle will follow, if not call it a "HANG UP" (see disgrem).
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"S 0 CCER" ates Says.

1957/58 was indeed a scason of mixed fortunes for a team which promised
well in the early stages. As in the previous yoer, the tesm made & short
two match tour of Northern Treland during the Easter break. Our opponents
were Springwell end Carr, two forest teams in the Colraine arca. In the
first match Springwell (captained by a former Benmoron) came out on top by
Jgoustozmahuafm:ghtgm,andammhimowdabmﬁngagmt
Carr brought us a 4=1 win. Both gemes although by no means classics, were
playedatspeadmﬂwithﬁgmanﬂobﬂousenjomtmhmbynll,e.uﬂ.the
hospitality after the matches did rmch to meke the tour a success.

The begiming of May saw another socoer highlight when & team with a
lerge body of the School in support, trevelled to Faskally to play the School
there. Bermore won 4-1 and in the return game a fortnight later, we again won,
this time H,.moppwmtsparhapshaﬁmgtheamethatﬂwmsnghﬂy
under the inflUenCEesssssssss0f the Argyllshire countryside in a reinstorm.
Again the gemes were & success and when we renewed scquaintences on exchange
aourses at Gwydyr end Dean the idea was sounded with much support that these
matches becsame an annual event, end well they may.

Although we did well in friendly games winning L out of 5, the Dunoon
Surmer League was found to be much tougher with vigour and keenness, our
inexperienced team being no match for the skill of the Scottish Junior Pleyers,
such as the Dunoon teams possessed. Consequently although opening the League
programme well with a 4-0 win over Ardenslate, and a 3 all drew sgainst Tuhe,y
heavy defeets were experienced from Dunoon Dynemoes and Strachur in later
gemesa | - _ . )

. A large crop of injuries also hit us hard, end we soon found ourselves
struggling at the bottom of the lesgue teble, but a flame of hope was briefly
Yimdled in the Omp mabcMes by en 41-1 win over Strachur Rangers in the First
Rounds, In thg Seng-Final we wome just pippec st the post by Strachur vhose
aosl in the dying miputes of the ganp gave them a L-3 victqry, Teking all im
, even the most sydent Irish fans ocould not have been too enthusiastic ahout

League and Cup performances.

RE

the future as with all our predecessors, we hope that next season Benmcr
competing for honours, but there is just onc cloud on the horizon, and
, with smaller courses coming in each year, it is becaming incresasingly
diffioult to find adequate replacerents for leaving members. However theres

a saying that goes "Every cloud,has a silver lining'“and we feel sure that
niafeatisn” is not a Bermore quality these diffioulties will be gvercops.

A brief glanee of the seasons staotistica reveals
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A.R. Fowell.
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WLEnT A “JACK SEEALL" - BENMORE NIGHTLY MATL
(Sports Edition).
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