


Thursday 28th June

Visit to Rannoch Forest

Tinctable and Itinerary

2,00 a.m. leave Pitlochry
11.00 a.m., arrive Rannoch Forest, Barracks Section
12.25 p.m. arrive Dall Section of forest - lunch
1.55 pem. arrive Black “ood of Rannoch

3.30 p.mn. leave forest

4,00 p.m. tea at Dunalastair Hotel, Kinloch Rannoch

L 45 p.m. drive through Glenerrochty and by Calvine
to Pitlochry

" 6.30 p.m. arrive Pitlochry

Notes on Stopping Places

1.

Barracks Section - Compt. 417: From the P.63% planting area

can be seen a view of the Barracks area nnd part of Black
Corries, The e¢nclosure here comprises 4,000 ccres of
which 3,750 acres are comsidered plantable. It is planned
to afforest the wholec block in 10 years. Planting

started in P.61 thc mein species used being Sitka spruce
and Pinus contorta with lesser amounts of Scots pine and
Jeopanese larch. Ploughing is done¢ to nearly 1007 - tine
and dreinage ploughs - partly by contract and partly by

our owvn ploughs.

All red deer inside the fence were killed off in 1960
by the shooting tenant (see general notes on the forest) .

Upper Region of Dall Burn: View across Camghouran farm
PP 2

and Dall Hill block. The fringe of the Black "Jood can

be scen to the north east. From here one can also see
the large areas of flat ground originally requested by the
Red Deer Commission for deer wintering ground,

About 3,000 acres are enclosed meantime - this
includes the Carie and D211 Hills., Planting on Dall Hill
is planned to begin in P.66 2nd to be completed in P.69.
Meanwviaile the retention of the original shecp fence leaves
Dall hill available for grazing,
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dest End of Black Wood: ' 240 acres here reserved to the
Research Branch for work on growth and seeding of
Caledonian Scots pine (sce note on Research in the Black
“"o0od). Some of the better types of trees in the Black
Jood can be seen from this point but there is little
evidence of successful regeneration.

¥r. Henman of the Research Branch will demonstrate
the Research work in the Black '‘ood.

Camghouren Farm: Here can be seen successful naturel re-
generation of Scots pine from the Black Wood. The
form a2nd quality of tree are good. Details are:-

Age : 70-80 years
Elevation 850 feet
Trees per acre 220

Volume per acre
Basal area
Total height of

4,400 h.ft. 0.B.
166 sq. ft./acre

dominant tree . 6§qfeet
Tfiea :?’,uG'o:. n.?-._I.aOnEo Y 102‘3;“
Quality Class 53

The first thinning was donc in 1956 when 240 trees/1,400
h.ft. per acre were removed, The total volume production
per acre is 5,800 h.ft. and the mean annusl increment

1i DT teper acye,

Bleck food: This gives 2 general nicture of the type of
& I P

1.0oulond remeining - 2 thin stand of trees of varying
nges, quality and condition, The unreceptive conditions
for natural sceding nre due to rank vegstation and
insufficient drainage.,

Creiganour plantation, P.51 to P.55 can be seen
ncross the loch on the north shore,



General Note -on Rannoch Forest

Supervisory Staff: D. A. /oodburn - D.0. I
P. Garrow - Forester
D, M, BElliot -~ Assistant Forester
Je D. Menzies - Assistant Forester

Situstion: The forest arca comprises the greater psrt of
the lower slopes of the land south of Loch Rennoch, extending
“westwards south of the River Gaur to beyond the /est Highlend -
railway line, There are 5 detached sections: Black Corries
on the west shore of Loch Laidon, Rannoch Lodge at Bridge of
“Gaur, Camesericht and Croiganour on the north shore of the
loch and Lassintullich, a recently acquired block east of the
village of Kinloch Rannoch,

Arecn: The total area of the forcst is 45,617 acres mede
up as follows:- LGESS

Acauired woodlands - 1,111 acres 7
-~ -. Plonted by Forestry Commission - R gﬂ‘/ffri, 1638 9.

Lené in hend remnining to pleant - 7,821 i

Proposed resumptions for plenting - 3,950. "

Agricultural and grazing - 23,340 :
Forcst ‘orkers Holdings - 191 2
Unplantable and Other .

o~

Planting vias begun by the Cormmission in 1543,

Previous Utilisation: ith the exception of the Bleck
“‘ood of Rennoch and several small blocks of Scots pine with
other conifers, the —hole srea has in the past been in hill
<arming use, mrinly the grazing of sheep and to 2 lesser
“extent crtile, There are at present three hill shecep farms
within the main south block, tiio of these Fimnort and
fnvercomrie 7ill be rermanent but Camghouran will be
extinguished as planting proceeds, The higher slopes are deer
forcst and in the past these were let in beats by the Proprietor
for stalking seasons to private individusnls, The grouse bag
has never veen large but the stalking has always been of fdole]
rcpute,

pine and loreh,

Apart from a few plonted arcos of Seots
1 P
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the mein acquired wood is the Black Vood, The survival of
this fragment of the old Caledonian pine forest is possibly
due to its remoteness. Very little is known of ite history
before the 18th century. It is recorded that the Black “Tood
passed into the hands of the Robertsons of Struan in 1393.
After the Rising of 1745 the estate was forfeited and taken
over by the Commissioners of Forfeited Estates. It was
returned to the Robertsons in 1784 and remained the property
of this family until sold to the Jentworth family in 1857,

From the middle of the 18th century the records of the
wood are fairly complete. It was enclosed in 1765 to prevent
unrestricted grezing and this measure must have done = great
deal toward the survival of the wood. At the beginning of
the 19th century, a2 company from the south bought the woud
from the Robertsons and begen felling operations. To offset
transport difficulties a system of cz=nals was dug through the
wood and the timber floated to Dundee. In 1895, the Black
Vood wes again enclosed but this time with the object of
sheltering deer, The present lack of young trees is probably
very much the result of this second enclosure.

Exploitation was accelerated by the building of the est
Highland railway and continued until the last wer when the
Canadian Forestry Corps removed the best of the remaining
trees. As a result of this exploitation, although 670 acres
have been designated the Black ‘Wood, this area is by no neans
fully stocked., Over most of it only secattered groups of the
old trees remain and natural seeding is very limited and
localised.,

Houses: The Forestry Commission built 14 houses for the
asccommodation of the forester and forest - orkers st Kinloch
Ranncch, In addition 26 houses were acquired with the estate
and of these G are occupied by workers, The remainder were
sold to Rannoch School and to privete individuals.

Rozads: The length of road constructed by the Forestry
.Commission to date is 8.7 miles, There is quite a large
mileage of existing estate roads in the forest, laid out for
sporting purposes, but these will need to be brought to a
higher standard befére. being fit for timber traffic.



Planting Programnes: These are lorge and for the period
of the recent past and immediate future are as follows:~-

F.Y. 58 138 acres F.Y. 63 750 acres
.. 59 LOS R F.Y. 6, 800 "
.Y, &0 L15 n F.Y. 65 820 -
F.Y. 6 Tk 4 E.Y. b6 800 5
P.Y, 62 700 g .Y 67 800 i

Industricl Staff: At present there is 2 lzbour force of
52 men ond 2 bovse

Deer Control: In the ycars immediately following the
first progremme of work on the forest, numbsrs of deer killed

were low, From 1955 to 1959 inclusive, totel kills of both
estate and Commission keepers amounted uo 217 beasts of all
coteg ries “/Ath the beginning of i;ork on the later

rccuL51t10n enclosure of ground to be planted woe necessary on
he Barracks secction cast of the rail-ay line and this work
was completed in one year, 1960, It was esscntial to get rid
of all animels inside the deer fence, The farming conmunity
objected to our driving them out and the Red Deer Commission
reconnmended that as i-intering ground hod becen much reduccd
we should shoot 211 deer within the fence and a number outside
ite In the season 1960-61 this ~2as carried out, = total of
17 deer being killed on the F.C. planting ground vwithin the
fence and 113 additional animels on Invercorrie farn.

In July, 1960 a sm211 Advisory Commiticc comprising a
landoimer, o farmer and 2 forest officer was formed to look
into the questicn of deer on the remcinder of the forest a2nd
to report, At the same time the Red Deer Commission undertook
a deer census over this poart of Porthshire, to include the
entire Rannoch basin and Glen Lyon. This census discloszd a

total of some 1,600 stags, 3,356 hinds and 1,306 calves on all
properties - 13 estates; of thesec 482 stags, 721 hinds snd
326 calves were reported to be then on Commission ground,

The advice of the smnll Committee and the result of the
censug led the Red Deer Commission to make some proposals to
the Forestry Commission on the subject of control of red deecr;
these proposals were not entircly acceptable to the Forestry
Cormission and after discussion were modified to read as follows:-
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(i) the arca vhich the Commission would fence on Dall
in 1961-62 would be reduced by 80 acres;

(ii) no decision meantime would be taken to fence off
the flat at the head of the Dall burn (1,640
acres anproximatcly, all plantable);

(iii) the Forestry Commission agreed that 350 hinds
should be destroyed on D2ll, Croiscrags, Finnaort
and Barracks but this night take more than one
season; and

(iv) considerztion of thc proposal to fence right
across Dall linking the Dall-Ccrie fence iith
the Barrack fence would be deferred until
decision was token with regerd to (ii),
All this can be amplified on the ground,
The Forestry'Commissifn took up the matter of killing the
extrs hinds. These were wred out among the four existing

'L—

j.
shooting tenants and at the eni of the reccnt hind shooting
season 522 had been shot,

Résearch “ork in the Black 7cod of Ronnoch: “lork in the
Black “ood by Research Brznch begen in August 1943, two years
after its acquisition, when the E colOﬁlsc produceld 2 conprehen-
sive rcport om its condition, supported by on intensive survey
of each of the main vegctntlon tyres by nmeans of 7 tiro-ccre
quadrats throughout the wood,

£

- In 1949 2 experiments verec established to try to determinc
the factors which control the natursl regencraotion of the wood,
In the first, a variety of treatments of theo surface vegetation
and scil was applied vithin 2 small fenced ~reas (1 in Compt.
AeD in the Experimental Rescrve, the other in Compt. 3).
Netural seedfall was supplemented by sowing, but the rcsulting
establishment of germinated seedlings was disappointing owing
To the very heavy losses in the first few years, due, it was
thought, to drought and frost-lift, Subsequent growth of the
surviving pine seedlings hos also been poor, despite the
addition of phosphate fertiliser at time of souing; but the

growth of rowan and birch plants s2lready present on the site
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folloring the climinstion of deer-browsing, is rost striking.
The second cxperiment as to promote the establishment of
pine secdlings vwhich had germincted from natural seed fall
on drainside spoil and knolls in Compte A.1, by teeding
and/or top-dressing wwith phosphate fertiliser, Despite
these treatuments the seedlings eventually perished under the
effects of Crought, frost, heather competition, weevil
attack and browsing by deer and capercailzie.

-
In November, 1955, 2L0 occres of the westorm end of the

7004 ere denarcated as an ISxperimentel Reserve, and o plen

For the mansgencnt of the Reserve wes prepered by Silviculturist

(Kcrth), The mein object of the Reserve is to pronibit any

lapse~-scele artlflulnl alteration of the ecological conditions

wnile at the sasc time following the natural ovolution uf the

ares by means of periodic cherding of 5 permonent two-acr

guadrataa Chonges in the distribution of the various

vegetation Zusocﬂﬁtlpﬂs are very slight and no clecr trend is

discernible. In add.tion, the development and decline of trecs

is being followed on 2 representative are~s by assesszents of

height, girth and health at 10 yesr intcrvals. The eollection

5f concs within the Reserve is Undertaken only when the supply
fron good trecs in the rest of the wood is inadoguats,

Since ﬁ956 the arount =p® periocldicity of netural sgecd foll
h-s becn studiel by means of seed trops sct out on two of thg

f“‘\__

S

: ical quadrata. nty traps on ench two-ncre area have

indicnted f211s of viablu sccd in the region of 200,000 per

aere in 1956 and 600,000 to 1 millicn per acere in 1952, with
negligible amounts 7 1957, 59, 60 “nd 61. Prectically no

“Leil*ﬂ“f resulting from these secl-falls havc been found in

the Reserve,

m-.

Thc Geneticist has sclectsd 10 Plus trees rithin the “ood
28 being perticulsrly desirsble phenotypes frow the ronge of
*varisnts in this native populeation.






