Jince the establishment of the Forestry Commission in
1919, planting has taken place at some 203 forests in Scotland,
amounting to some 481,864 scres and the planting programme is
at the rate of 30,000 for the next five years.

Ardgartan Foreset, part of which lies below us here, is
one of the major foreats in the Veat Conservency of Seotland
and lies in the lorth Cowal District supervised by District
Cfficer Er. J.F. loGarva. The Forester in charge iam
firw Dods MncRae who is assisted by three other Foresters.

The total area of plantations at Ardgartan is 5,353 and
the annual planting programme is 350/400 mcres. The plents
required for such a programme are some 600,000, these
mainly raised at the nureeries of Bemmore or Clenfinart near
Dunoon and Ardentinny.

The very firet plantings at Ardgartan were made in 1925,
but there has been no regular rate of plantings much has
dopended on the acquisition of plantahle land.

The correct choice of tree species for planting is of
vital importance to the forester. Unlike the fammer, who
ean plant and reap his erop in one year, the forester must
wait at least 20 years before any returms do come and
possibly 50 to 70O years before his erop reaches maturity.
The main species planted in the West are the Spruces (Horway
and Sitka), Douglas Fir, Hybrid and Japanese larch, Lodgepole
Pine, Scots Pine and Silver Fir,
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is competing with the tree for food and wate r from the soil.
If the treos are kept close for & longer peried the lower
branches die off themselves. At the age of 12-15 years the
forester "brashes" or cuts off the lower dead branches hy
saw. This ensbles the forester to have access to his woods
for management purposes and also prevente the further
development of knote on the lower 6 feet of stem,

¥hen the plantations resch the age of 15=10 years, some
30 feet in toial height, it is generally necessary to thin
out the plantations to give the better trees more room for
root and crown develcopment.

At Ardgartan the annmual production of timber from
thinnings is some 70,000 cubic feet (Hoprus) overbark and
this is likely to increase considerably during the next five
Yeard.

is we are tc discuss the thinnin: in greater detail at
the next stop, I ougpest we boerd the buses and drive slowly
down tothe next stopping point. A brief description of the
plantations passed through will be given as we drive alongs



