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Sood morning, Ladies & Gentlemern,

Wnile it is true %o ssy ti=t i{here are a number of
different purposes for forestry, for instsrce srovision of
shelter, prevention of erosion, regulstion of the flow of
weier in catchment gress, snd the proviedon of fuel by far
ihe most import=nt so far z& this country is concerned is'
the production of timber. In spite of that the de-forest-
ation and, we hope, the reaiforestation of the country is
nerelied by the development of Knowledge in scientific land
treztment. The original large areszs of nstural forest were
cut for sgriculturs]l and protective purposes over the
centuries, until eventuslly, in 1918, the percentsge of
forest land in Eritain was between four and five, the
smallest in Europe. After the devaststions of snother
war even now Forestry Commission nlantstions have only raised
the percentsge to 7.

It wes not with thie sccelerstion of erosion, or with
the protective function of forestry in mind thst modern
forest policy was formed, Before 15916 it was held thst
britein's timber needs could best be met by import but,
since then there has been a movement towsards more home
production and under tie Foréstry Act of 1919 the ¥ C. was
estsb, =& the eentrzl forest guthority and cherged witi the
general duty of promoting the growing of timber within G.B.
Until e few weeks sgo a great part of the policy was based
on the defence requirement of timber, It was estimatied
that a 5 Mill, ac, forest uLolding would SUpply a third of
our normel requirement or, =s a strategic reserve, by
temp., over cutting provide sll the timber required in a
nationsl emercency over a number of years. Modern warfsre
has caused the abandonment of the concept and the policy is
now based on the econmiec, socis=l and ecologicel requirements
of the country, In the pursurance of the obligetions lsid
on them by Parlisment the F.C.ers have now edopted as their
policy the following objects:~ 1, To extent the area of
fa'est end incresse the growing stock to provide == rapidly
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thereaftgr tﬂ'ﬁanage their forest estzte with ¢ view to
obtaining the highest possible sust=inec ¥ield both in
guantity snd qusality. 2. To give sttention to ithe zesthétic
end protective zs well s the productive role of the forest,
3. To build up and msintzin & thiving body of forest workers
end their families, 4, To foster sociologicsel =nd industrial
aevelopment ancillsry to Torestry. 5. To pay due regard to
recreation, sporting interests, faun= =nd flors ,

And now for a few figures. The totsl lsnd zres of
Brit, is 56 willion =ecres of which som 34 million sre of
forest lsnd - of 74. Of these 3% mil acres;tﬁmil. is
privetely owned amd the rest by the F.C. Hadfixafxknex In
sdiition the F.C, holds =nother 4 mil scres ewaiting phanting,
The snnuel plenting programme is 70 thou, aCres p.a, In 1957
total expediture wss 12 mil.&, which with an income of £3 mil,
made & net outlsy of £9 mil,

Of our total populstion of 51 mil,, 24 thou. are employed
in feestry, 15,8600 by the ¥.C, or 13 thou. forest workers, i
1,700 tech. & prof. staff, and 900 admin, & Cler, stefr,

Wherever nossible unplanted aress are grazed =nd if the
gEeography is suitzble forest estetes are formed inte net,
for, Perks for the recrestion of the public, Ardgertsn forest
lies witnin the Argyl¥s nat, for. Park, one of the first such
aress, Sy Loch Long you will hsve seen something of the
Tecrectionsl freilities offered in the cemping end cersvan
grounds,

Ardgsrt=zn Forest, fommed i;gh Effarmes, totels 20 thou,
actes of which 5 have been planted and eventually 7% thou, will
be planted, or one third of the totsl, Houses have incressed
in number from 14 to 47 snd from = totsl af 47 the pop., has
incressed to 206 =nd is eventuelly expected to give direst
ennloyment to a further 100 or so. These cdvances, importent
as they are in this =rer of rursil depopl, heve meant a fall in
sheep stocks from Tto 3 thoul The plantstions sre putting on
ar \increment of 200 hft/ecre/ snnum - o ssfa figure - or £20
in value. Ine total forest then is nt present annually
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incressing in value by £100 thou,

Only one farm has eetuslly been done =way with, In most
¢z=ses outly¥ng snecherds houses heve been given up =nd the
ferm 1s being worked from the farmhouse,

Cur chsnging irszimemtxx policy of integrsiion with
farming cen be seen before you down Glen Croe, On your
right is the solid block of plsntations formed on the lower
grazings prior to 1940. The hiil tops, once ungrzzed, =sre
now grezed from the ends of the -lsnt=tions, Cn your left
& block planting system gives the ‘farme® the atdvantage of
sheltered low zre=zings. Todey we would try to meke = further
improvement for szmenity =nd forest protection ressons, by
Brexiamgiijm bresking the anguler form of the blocks, Mother
Nature often seems to =bhor & streight line =nd here wind and
weter act =5 her sgents in giving us sn uneven plsntion edge
if we do not plan in =ccordsnce with her wishes,
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