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Frow: Conservator Weat (3) 1/10a

":—" To: h‘i S0, Robertson
- llr. BIH- Pﬂh‘.‘ll
Mr, J.G. Chryastall

Copy to: Mr, Dier T
Files 1/F Ardgartan !

1/F Barcaidine

1/F Ioch Ard 12¢h Maroh, 1551

81 ul Histordae of Forast Unit
I attach a gopy of a letter received from the Chairwun dated 20th Cotober 1850
and ehall be glad if you will mke an lewodiate start on the compdlution of a
histony of A roaldine/Losh Arvd Foreat,

In oxder to do thie you will havé to go through files of Insmsotion Roports in
Jour posaession and any other appropriate foremt records which my exist. I am
asking Mr, Dier to do the seme in this office and to dlsougs the matter with you
6t a suitable opportunity. It is possiblo thut Consexvahey Off'ice records may be
moxe oomplete and form a better hasis for the history., If there are any doouments
or records kpoown to you which you would wish to borrow from this office please apply
to Mr, Dler, When the drafts of the histoxy and appendices 1 and 2 huve hesn

completed they ahould ba submitied to l»., Dier for approval before forestors' viewa
are cbtained,

I am passing a copy of the history of Allamston Forvast to lir, Petrie who will
kindly forward to Mr, J,8. Ohrystall ao scon as poesible, I am aleo attaching a
copy of the draf't Mstory of Inverlisver which mey be a move uwseful specicen for .
Yyou to work to, !

= |
{
1
4

I shall be taking up the question of Silviculturist's (North) econtrlbution e 1
ond will lst you see his comments bafore the finel draft is approved,

For your information similer higtories are 1ikely to ba required, 4n due course,
for Benwore, Clanbranter, Strathyro and Inverinan in that ordar,

sk
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for Consertvator

TH/ B3
Brole.



From: Conservator West (3) 1/10A Gen,
¥r, Dier

22nd Jume, 1951,

His of Uni

I enolose for your information and
retention State Forest meme 5,M,15 issued by
the Seeretary in connection with the above.

In preparing your forest histories will
you please give effeot to the additional
information required, If any assistance can
be given by thie office plecse do not hesitate

e

for
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Fpreat Histories

;[ 5.31,13% deals with the layout of Forest Histories and contains a speoimen

(Table I} of the form in which arez details whould be presented,
2, There is no provision in this Table for recording land temporarily or
permanently transferred to the MHinistry of Agriculfure or to the Deperiment
of Agriculture for Scotland, or to any other body.

It wi11 therefcre ha .necessar;r to enlarze the mumber of columns under
the heading "Other Land" and fo re number the columns accordingly.

The altached smended form of Table I should be ingerted at page 2 ol
S.H.,43 to be read in plsce of Tsble T illustrated therein,

H,A. TURER.

Seecretoary.

Fe6.51

Digtribution

) Copies to be

) distributed to all

) Forest Officers dom

% to and including
Distriot Officers,

Direotors (E. S. & W - 6 copies, R, & E — 2 oopies

Conservators (15 copics)

Chief Ressarch Officer (20 copisa) - ) Copies to be distributed to all
Tepearch Officers down to and
including District Officers.

Doputy Surveyors (2 copios) = =
Chiof Sducation Officcr (2 copies)) oo informmtion,
H, 0, Distribution List

Master File (FMumericsl)

Subject File -

For futura usa

This momc. Emrsﬂﬂﬁa bj’ S-]!Eb TR

Thia momo, emended by S.M.ccaissaas

S —
— |
o tiate Forests memorandjum 3.3.15



(Amendment to be inserted at page 2 of S.1.13)

Table I
Other Land
From By {Date F.W.H =
. = Land Tand
= o 3 Fermanently temporarily Tl
] o 1 7 5 8 trarsferred transferred
nn“ 1m W_ m - i i mn.
= N o = _‘m { 5
53 .m = = ) (=] D
2|89 B | B =8 >
m s |4 = _,-w. & M Desorivtion Moroage | Description Acrcage
—.I.I._ 1
(1) (@ |G| 1G] [ B @] (10 (11) (12) (13) (12

Oener | Lease
Feun
elc. F

Totals.

.



From: Conservator West {E) ‘i,-"iﬂﬁ Flenbranter

To: UKr, Petrie 22nd August, 1951.

Silvicultural History of Forests
Glenbranter

I refer to your memo. of 7th Angust 1951,
I hope that the following informetion is what
you I‘Equir“ﬂ;

Upit Previous Owner Date

Glenbranter Harry Lauder Mart., 1921 Feun

Ballismeanach Duncan Mclab 318t March
1926 Furchas=

Faragraph three of your memo. is being
deelt with by Establishment Secotion.

s

for Conservator.
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Prom: Conservator West (8) 1/10A Glenbranter
. 5/3 Glenbranter

To: Mr. Petpie
31lst August, 1951,

Silvicultural History of lMorests
Glenbranter

1 regret the delay in replying to the final paragraph
of your memo of Tth instant but as my records wers
incomplete in respect ol the infermation you reguired,
it weas necessary to refer the matter to Director.

2. I append the data given by Director from the informa-
tion available.

Deceaber 1921 to June 1523 R.W.raterson, Forester Il
October 1923 to January 1930

, R.T.Anderson, Forester II
January 1930 to August 1936 J. L. Calder PForester II
Novenber 1936 to May 1947 J.D.MacDonald Forester I
May 1947 continuing A. liecLean, Forester II

for Conservator (W)

BB /LEP



MEMORANDUM

1/104
To: Conservator West (S) 13th Sept. 1951,

Silvicultural Histories of Porests

I attach herewith compleved History

of Glenbranter Porest.

o

Enclos.



Foreat Histories - Glenbranter Forest
s . .

Thiz Report is & big improvement on the
Report submitted for Ardgartan and appears
%0 me thoroughly sound, I am not elear
whether the Researoh Brench has actually
been asked for a contribution, but this
should ecertainly be done to complets the
Mi

4. R. THOM

184¢h January, 1952
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A good History,

there must have been

8

i

il

The description of the early treatment of “scrub” mekes one
m-mwmunm.m

shudder,
$o fimngial reasons:

25th Januaxy, 1952






From Conservator West (Scot). 1/104
] Glenbranter,

T

To: Mr, S.M. Petrie. 20th Feb,, 1952,

Glenbranter Forest History,.

I enclose a copy of comments made by
Director and Conservator of State Forests and

I shall be obliged if you will submit as soon
as possible the additional information for
paragraphs 9 and 10, I have asked Sikicultur-

ist North to suwpply the Research Branch
Appendix for the history.

For Conservator West

Encl.
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GLENBRANTER FOREST HISTORY

Chairmsn’s Comments

Mr, Petrie has writter a good and concise account of the
Forest from the purely silvicultural and mansgement aspects,
It is not guite compleie, Tor example, &s regerds housing and
holdings and employment.

Undoubtedly the early rate of planting (P.22 438 ac.,
P.23 340 ec., and P.2l 340 ac.) was oo rapid for good work
egpecially in view of the difficult ground on parts of
Glenshellish, Nevertheless when with Mr. Hookinson I inspected
the first year's work after a season's growth I was pleased with
the work, We did nol then realize the intensiiy of drainage
which wes necessary, nor ithe fact that flat-planted spruce
often laokaﬁ well for e year or so0 and then checked., The
"inversion" of the Horway spruce snd Sitka spruce zZones &lso
took plece in other forects at this time. I myself knew thet
S8itke spruce stood more exposure but it tock several years to
get that knowledge to locsl officers.

As the technigue of Spruce planiing was developed, new
methods were applied st Glenbranier and my recollecction is= that
(apart from vole damsge) the rate of establishment of planta- \Kl

*u

tions improved greatly from P,27 onwards.

The period of vole damage was one of some anxiety fo
plantations in Cowal generslly and led to a c¢cessadtion of new
planting in Glenmbranter in 1934, Yo practical method of dealing
with voles was discovered, in spite of much enguiry, but
mercifully the epidemic, both here and ai Lake Vyrnwy in Wales,
came under natural control of some sort.

The Enaeﬁrﬁh Section of the History has not yet been
received but I would be glad if it will provide an assessment

of the dumping experiment of large spruce in what was known



as the peat nursery experimental area (see Reports on my
inspections of 20th Mareh 1939, 2nd October 1931 and February
1928).

I am concerned at kr, Petrie's comments on the thinning
position., THe says (page 11) "many of the plantations have
reached a stage at which the erown depth is little more than a
ninth to & tenth of the tree's total height...." It is of the
first importsnce that such fest growing plantaiions, situated
as they are in a wet snd windy distriet, should consistently
be kept well thinned, even if the resultant produce cannot be
removed Tor & couple of years. The possibilities of thst
procedure, which has extraction advantages should be thoroughly
investigateﬂ;

In spite of mistakes and voles Glenbranier is a very fine
forest. In my last inspection (August 1951) I was able to

get comprehensive views from the new roads snd I went away well

L

TR
22-2-5%

patisfied with what I had seen.



Fron Conservator (West). 1/10A.

To: Mr. S.M., Petrie. 25rd April, 1952.

Glenbranter Forest,
Silvicultural History,

¥ith refersnce to my l=tter of the 20th
February 1952, will you plesse let ms have at
your earliest convenience the additional
information asked for in paras, © = 10 of the
silvicultural history., I enclose, for your
information, a copy of the Research Branch

ﬁ.‘EIIﬂIﬂit for the history.

.5_:.""""'—.-
3 -
For Conservater West (Scot).

ws/8.
Encl. 1.



GLENBRANTER FOREST HISTORY

RES EARCH

In 1926 an experiment on turf murseries was started at a high
elevation peat site, This method of planting on close turfs, moved
later by hand to the correct plamting distance, was originated by Sir
John Stirling Maxwell and described in the Scottish Forestry Journal,
volume 50, 1936, p. 19=22. The method was found to be too costly to
be practicable, especially after the advent of mechanical ploughing.

In November 1949 three permanent sample plots No,217 hybrid larch,
No. 218 Norway spruce and No. 219 Sitka sprude were established at
Glenbranter.

The hybrid larch in Compartment 133 are excellent quality and
at 21 years of age have a top height of 51 feet and a total volume
production of 2531 ocubioc feet Q.G.U.B. per acre.

In order to allow easier extraction of timber from the Hnter-
land, the plot was again thinned in 1951 and now a total volume of
1111 cubiec feet Q.G.U.B. has been removed by thianing,

with a top height of 35 feet at 23 years of age the Horway
spruce in Compartment 138 were just ready for a first thimning when
the plot was established., This thinning produced 223 cuble feet
JeGaUsB, per acre., Height growth has been rather irregular through-
out the area, and in places the canopy is open owing to slower growth.
Bra nching is light and the stems straight smd free from defects.

The Sitka spruce in Compartment 140 have a top height of 43 feet
at 23 years of age widch puts them into (.C.IIl of that species. In
a first thinsing 562 trees with a volume of 439 cubic feet were removed
per scre. Although crowns are deep at 5677 the foliage is inclined to
be light.

In 1951 an experiment on the economies of braching was carried out.
In this exreriment, different methods of brashing amd subsequent extract-
ion were carried out and costed to find if the cost of brashing was
recoversd in the savings on extraction. The results are not yet avail-
able.

_._t_



T
To: Conservator (West) 1/1CA Glenbranter,

Glenbranter Forest History

¥ith reference to your memo of the 20th february with enclosures
from ir. Thom and the Director, I hawve to report:-

Paragragh 9.

The picture of arresrs of meintensnce work at Glembranter is not )
eo gloomy. Stending sales are being worked over more speedily, our own thinning
work has kept up a good pace lately and would have been well forward had we
not unexpectediy had to cope with the trecs tlown by the gale of j0th Deceaber
last and edditionsl femsle labour hes meapt that for the first time, brashing
is definitely ler shead of thinning and we ahve approximately 100 acres of -
braghed crop in hand, Extra labour, better organisation of the work and
the encouragement of plece work has gprestly develocoed the forest and we
pre adhering se olosely as possible ko the plan of operationd. Extraction by
rope ant caterpiliar tractor has belped out the horse work amd the large
volume of pole length materisl in the plantetions is keing steadily reduced.

Beragraph 10.

It appesrz thet in tha ¢a:r13r years of praparatm of ground work
thad- scrub was comnletely cleared from the sround ana there is evidence of this in
the Po2Z, PoZ3 P.2h and P, 26 areas. Cutiing was complete or ringing wss complete.
I think there must have been & lock of appreciation of the silvicultural value of the
sorub because we should be glad of its presence today. A few girine or clurps
of this hardwo:d crop would have been of great advantage in shelterins and
stabilising these large conifer blocks. A good deal of the oak which was ~
girdled was of too good & guelity to be cisssed as scrub.

I am &fraid my wording of "stems of felled osk are still lying
hard snd fairly scundg all over the forest floor" waes a bit exagerated and
waz the regult of secing a few of those unly. The better trees met have
been extrascied for splitting for fence stobs and for roadways in ihe old
erboretum but there are in places, single viecces and heaps of old ecrub
lengthe which are sound slthough outwardly sof't and moss - covereds They
are however, too crocked, inacceseible and anclent to be worth extractionm,
It may be ncsgible to sell some of the girdled oak in compertments 63 and 6 at
the tiwe of the first thioning of zilver fir there.

s



To: Conservator (West)

Glenbranter Forest History

With reference to tie Chairmen's comrents on the sbove History, 1
eppenc beneath a teable to show the fuctuation in the labour force at the “orest
during the entire period of its existence. In the early years, the force
was al ected by relief schemes for u employment and squeds of men, chiefly
engeged on roadmaking, were h used at Glembranter and Balliemeanch camps. It
appears that the Forest was started with & squaf of cight men vhich quickly rose
to between the 30 and LO mark but fluctuated very such during the year as men
came and wnet, In 1946 & scheme of training men for forestry was begun, knomn
as the Forest Workers Training Scheme and thie susplied some extra labour
temporarily., The following list shows the numwbers of men employed at the v=riocue
seasone throughtout the lifetime of the Forest :=-

Year Spring Summer Autumn Winter
1522 27 35 40 i1 %
1523 25 2l 235 23
1924 25 30 J2 2L
1925 25 28 32 31
1926 3 7 1 29 30
1927 35 1 36 29
1528 32 33 38 32
1929 31 29 25 2
1930 2l 28 28 22
1951 20 22 23 21
1932 21 26 2l 21
1953 25 23 22 2
1934 2 23 2% 22
1935 21 22 20 20
1936 18 20 18 18
1957 16 16 15 18
1938 2k 2 24 22
1939 20 22 26 15
1940 20 27 22 27
19,1 27 36 29 22
1942 25 26 28 25
1943 2L 25 23 25
1945 23 i 18 25 2,
1945 2% 20 19 i7
1946 17 25 29 2
1947 26 25 36 39
1948 41 Lk 33 25
1949 32 35 b 38
1950 38 L0 35 40

1951 37 43 51 49
1952 L9 54 57

With regarde to housing there ere now 35 houses in the Forest. Of
these, two are occupied by Foresters, the Ferester and under Ferester, ome by
a Poreman 28 are gooipis ¥ Enginesering branch employees. The number of forest
workers holdings is 16, which one &= corprises the originial Bslliirzceanach
farm and fifteen were cstablished by the Furestry Commiesicn in the years 1926-
27. The Forester in charge occupies the orininal Glepnbranter Farm house snd
the under Forester the renovated Ballicbey croft. [Fourteen new Swedish houses
were comsleted in 1951 and are now all ocrupied. Two of the former estate

Houses /
5,‘{/4.‘1. rdlans el S~



suses are occupled by Forest Workers and an iron hut in the C=mp by an
“Engineering Branch employee. Aporoximately half of the total Farest staff
are housed and 8 site has been reserved at Balliemeanach for the erection
of & further dogzen houses when these become avallable., This should be
sufficient for a considerable period provided etanding seles of produce
proceed as at present and forest lbaour is there by assisted by that of the
timber merchant,

i
A hostel in the Camp can provide accommodation for a further 20
men and timber merchents are assisted by giving their woriera room in the
hostel. The wives of workers in new houses have assisted the carrying out
of the programme by offering themselves for the lighter types of Jjob in the
summer mcnths.

®

6th June, 1952.



