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SLATTADALE FORESTY EISTORY

1 Situstion

W“atson in his “Flace Names of Foss and Cromarty” gives the informatiom
noted below:

dlattadale; G. Oleiteadal; N, Slettr-dalr, Eivendale.
The Forest derives its name from the former Sheep Farm of Zlattadale,

which extended over approximately the same area ss the existing Forest.

Slsttadale Forest iz situated in the County of Ross and Parish of
Galrloch, and it extends for three miles along the main road from Kinlochewe to
Gairloch, on the southern shores of Loch Karee. It is nine miles froam Cairloch
snd twenty miles from ichnasheem by road. The nearest railway station is at
Achnasheen., Included in the Foreat is the "ilesn Thusiridh Mor, which lies in
Loch Maree about three quarters of a mile morth-north-sast from the shore at

g Slattadale,

The land wae feued from Uir Femneth J. Hackenzie of Cairloch in 1921,
and included in the agreesent was the right to float tisber through Loch lHsree
snd the River Fwe, at all times except during July, iugust snd September, which
is the Tishing season.
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9.2 sores
5.6 sares

1i.5 scres
£32.0 sores
36 soves
1154.0 acres

69%.1 acres
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planting in 1922,

245 aares were written

Formed by F.C.
Elunks after
felling
Burat ‘reas
Other Land
lumber 1
Rew Housing Jite
Forester's liouse
TOTAL
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The acquired plantation is on Eilesn Fuairidh Mor, snd is an

LE.H
sged stand of matural Scots Pine of falr quality.
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(@)
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(g
The Commission started
completed by 1932, In 1936,
& re-survey ia 1951, &

classed os unsuitable for planting. 5.2 acres

i m mﬁua.
: i mmﬁ__
_ m_m : MWMmM
1y B e
1 iff e I
I 4 m_“m LT
E mmn umu mm m m
il
(Bt B
14, mm_ mmmmﬁum
i wm HEPHH,



!
o

mm_ »um

__

m_m

: bid

ﬂ

mm
m_
mm_

m—h

um g
1 .m fh
: mmm_:i
mm
_w
it 1

T

Y |
m.u w mm,.mm

WF:

-4

13

| P i 3 %
i h o Bt
i d I e e
§ qm 'y Mw mmm mmum
L i ug gk
b i
25 s mm umm tiis
MM mw mm | mm % mm mmhm
5 i 2 i1 o _mmu
m.m. TR w u 1
- hhn mhmm 1 w hp i
! ““ H m mmﬂw



i .mww .... 2 4

mm _m. mw mwﬁ“ _ mmm _.mmm MWMW mm
- mu b Gl gl b
. __“ m R i FH 1 I
1 m_ if ol e T b
: M u 4 d g m TS

k mmm “mm 1 urhm hw w nm~ mmun mm m~ “nm
Wm ﬁ_m g mmm m u” : ,MMh .__ mm~w jit
i Mw w_: m.f,_._w 1 mmm_ i
: ol | O T

mm.u ,.me m_._ _m..._: - h“_m H M_m_mmm m i mmmm m mm
TR FLHTIER ST R | L S



The damage osused is =light,
(e) Yoles

In 1535

In 1929,

There have been t=o outbresks causing dsss e by voles,

550 voles were killed im 7,20 and 7,29, snd in 1930 36 were killed.

a second inoursion was reported, and in 1954 eoansidersble damage was csused on
the .34 Grey ilder. Thereafter, nusbers sgain declined, und no more serious

(f)
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rosd to the Forester's House, and
housing site, and in P.Y. 51 to the
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(1) Preparatiom of Cround
{(a) Fencing
The sres was not fenced in one operstion, but the fences were erected
1 = 2 years shesd of the planting. The erection was completed im 1929. i1l

were deer fences, and the posts were made of birch, which was peeled and dried,
and the bottom 2'6" was orevsoted. GSome of these posts are sald to have lasted

The preseriptions of the 1922 vorking Flan were:-

“The birch on the area will bs cut or girdled a year shead of planting.
the best poles will be reserved for temporary fensing posts. 4 scatteriag of
the smaller trees will be left shere posalble to act as nurses.”

The two main birch aress were in F.25 snd F.50, and there were also
I-“F.ﬁ-

The P24 birch was girdled in F.Y. 2J.
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commenced in 1926 and was almost completed before planting, A few old trees,
however, remained until 1942, when they were cut back.
(o) Heether Burning and Brackem Cutting

The 1927 sorking Flan prescribed the bumning of rank heather, the
ewitching of bracken and the cutting beck of bog smyrtle, prior to planting.
Heather burning was undertaken in ¥, 24 ares in 1923, and im F.25 ia 1924,
Bracken cutting was done on the seme aress, Hesther burning was also undertaken
on the island in 1924,



each species at the end of the plant-
areas which exlst to-day. In reading the table
sores were writtem off in 19J8, and that the 1950

Considering the totsl sreas planted, it becomes sppareat that:-

{1) The Suropesa Laroh, Douglaa Fir snd Soots Fine aress
relstively constant, The difference im the Douglss Fir figures is sttributed
ssinly to re-survey)., This indicates that these species had become well esta-
blished by 1934,

(3) There was » drop in the Spruse aress, particularly of Norwsy
Spruce, the area of which fell by 75'. Tart of this area is now included in
the Mixed Column, as & result of recomstructiomn work, but the unsuitability of
the specles is clearly indicated.

(h) The Mixed sres has appsrently dropped. This is misleading, but
what in fact has heppemed is that the arsas containing ilder end
classed as Wixtures have now been reclassified as pure areas, as fev of the Alder
remain., This loass has been only partly msde up by reconstruction work, forming
new mixtures.

Conslidering the peroeatage area Migures, it appears that, although
there was a drop in the total Jitka Spruce ares, this species now covers a larger
percentage of the forest thsn formerly. In addition, the Fimus Comtorta which
sppears as oovering only .1° of the Forest, is present in msny of the mixtures.
dountain Fine, ibles Nobilis snd some Alder are also pressnt in mixture.

The following susmarised table is of interest.

FPercentage irea Covered by Different Species

Spestes .y 195 1950

Larches 10 8.5% 4=

%P, 30 12 % 18.5%

Spruces 55% S = 33 5

Fines b il 2.5 h 5

Kixtures o= 32 30.5¢
1004 100® 1005

In the past, some species have beem wrongly chossm at Slattadsle:-

(1) Norway Spruce was planted extensively on ground which was not
goed for it.

(2) To a lesser extent, Suropesn Larch has beenm planted on ground more
suited to Sitka Spruce. With a few exceptions, the Suropean Larch is gemerally
of poor form, and suffering demage from canker., With successive thinnings,
however, its appearance is improving,

(3) Too much Sitka Spruce asd mot esough Pine was origimally planted,
though this has to some extent been rectified im the recomstruction oparations.
In 1942, ¥r. Gosling sald that Sitka Spruce should never be planted pure on peat
at Slattadsle, but Pines should be added.

(4) Mountain Pine was planted om ground which was virtually wsplantsble
S Negn- sasreles hol 45 56 weltoin Wb, s i

Prior/



(a) Spacing

The spacing preseribed in the 1922 I'lan of Operstions was al=ost the
same a8 that in use to-day, snd was as follows:~

Douglas Fir ¢ =6
Jspenese Larch ¢ =&
furopesn Larch 5'%" x 56"
Sitka Spruce 5'6" x 5'6*
Horwsy ipruce 5 =25
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From 1952 onwards, plaats of normsl =i
of which ave given in sppendix IV. /Again, most
home nursery, and some case from Inchascardoch,
nearly every nurssry in the Conservancy, but, in
froa Craibetone in 1554, and Altonside in 1936,
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(o) Hethods of Planting

The Presoriptions of the 1922 sorking Plan seid that the ususl method
of planting wuld be that of verticsl notohing with the Schlich spade. In pesty

These were, 'hfut, the methods used
ings, although in 5,27, 7,28 and 7,29, small sreas
From 1954 omwsrds, sll the reconstruction work was carried out
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(f) Success of Establishment
Details of this by P. Years can be found im ippeadix V. 4 sussary

935 1938 1347
irea Estsblished 89.5 299 541.0
irea not Established 7%7.0 558.5 37.0

245 seres were written off im 1938,

(i) Floughing

(2) Subsequent recomstruction work, in which new methods were
spplied, and new species introduced.

Fh—l!ﬂ.-l”&. sbout 100 seres a year were treated, starting ss

Year of Workiag Acres B.U. I, Years
1924 130 mores P.22 and P. 25
1925 48 acres P.23

1926

1927

1928

This/



irong cholios of species for poor ground.
Attack by voles, rabbits, sheep and deer.

;wm
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In spite of this work, the 1935 working plen stated that the following

1
2
sreas required sdditiomal treatment:-
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Alder was interplanted in Suropesn Larch and
lP.ﬂ' !‘.ﬂ “P.”l.-i.l"’.hm

2%

In the ssze yesr, saall patches of checked 3itke Spruce were inter-
areas. Not ssny ressin, although a few survive, mainly as bushes ia F,22,

Finus Contorta have lef't the Sitka too far behind,
planted with Fimus Oontorta im 7,23 and .
Bstween 1934 and 13kl

Sitka Spruoce in P22, P.25, F.
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(1) prainage snd Turfing

On desp peat, intensive draining, with s wminisus of 50 chains to the
asgre, and turf plsnting, is absclutely essentisl.

(2) Cholse of Speeies

(3) Nethods of Flanting
Hoteh planting on peat is doomed to failure.

(k) Espuring

The use of manures is markedly bensficial to all species, and om the
worst ground, more than one spplication may be necessary to ensure establishmemt.

(5) Eloughing

(8) Atsquisitions

Torridonien sandstone is a very difficult sad expsmsive geclogioal
formation to afforest.

(agi.) D. Grahas-Campbell

North (Scotland) Conservancy.
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Hr, B4, Innes, Distriet Officer.

Present :
Hr. A. Msckenzie,

6 and

P22 -

The 3itks Jpruce Fimus Comtorta mixtures demomstrated the
31
the

effects of Pinus Contorts as a nurse for
spaced at about 10 feet intervals, and

satisfactorily.

P.23 - Cpts. 16 snd 17

The Sitka Spruce om the flat pest area, planted in 7.Y. 39, are growing

fairly well.



Er,
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Nr.

¥r.
Mr,

Hr,
ur,
Mr.

Mr.

Kr,

F. Seott

J. Fraser

T s fpreggsn

As Uatt

J. T, Fitsherbert
Je i Dicksen (5, 7.0.)

J. Fraser

Ls ks Hewton
Je s Hackay
Oods Heldrum
Jae Opraggan
T. . Robbie
LMy Fraser
E.C, Fichards
% A Innes

b, Greham-Campbell

¥. Eacksy
E. Mackay
G. Wnckensie
D,J. Urquhart
G, Usckenzie
‘s Hackenszie

1921 - 1951
1931 - 1959
1959 - 1542
1542 = 1945
1948 = 1949
1951 eont.

1545 cont.

1921 - 1925
1525 - 1927
1927 - 1952
1932 - 1936
1956 - 1958
1938 - 197
1947 - 1967
1547 - 1950
1951 cont.

1971 - 1922 (Foreman i/a)
1922 - 1928 (Forester II)
1928 - 1931 (Porester II)
1951 - 1934 (Porester II)
1934 - 1949 (Forester II)
1949 cont. (Forester II)
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245.0 sores were writtea off in 1938



oming | Spectes Taent. Wo. | g Ueiltsation
1532 - % 8 Howden 2+2 B.U. P.3, P.25
Jule 7 2+1 B.U. P20
Ly, 7 2+1 BEU. P24, P.30
K. 8. Lske Vyrawy 2+2 Flsating snd B.V. P.22, P.25, P.28
8.8 28743 2+1 Flanting and B.U, P, 22, V.25
8. 8. 26/50 5+2 B.U. P.25
1’” 2F. m 2+1 B.U. P-ﬂ. P-ﬁ
Jll‘ MT 2+ 2 luﬂ- Piﬂ. PIH' P‘H
BF. 30/5 2+1 BU. P.29
I-H. am 2 * ’ ‘-E P-}ﬂ. P-ﬂ
5.8, 28/43 2+14+1 BU. P.24, P.26, P.27
, T e m 2+ 2 B.U. ?-ﬂ, Pn“' Pol,, PI“
1954 8.7, Ex Egin 2+1 Flenting
8.7, Howden 2+1+1 BeUs F.32 and Flanting
dole 51/87 2+1 Plenting snd BU. P, 22
N. 5. 29/31 J+ls1 Planting snd B.U, P.32
8.8, 3o/29 2+14+1 umnal.n. P.25, P.32
3.8, 30/29 2+2 v. P22, r.u
8.3, 30/29 3 +1 I.l. P.25, r.26
8.3, 28743 24241 B.U. P.28
P, 0. - 2+1 BU. ?ﬁﬂ' P.“
G. Alder 32/2, 1+1 B.U. P.30
G. Alder L7 2+1 B.U. P.30
lm B. P, Ex m j + 2 .-ﬂ- P!ﬂ
Rl cé 2+1 BU. F.24
;01- ,W 1l 1 B.U. PI'H
- J.L. 31/96 241 B.U. P.22
By B m ’ +* 1 B.U. Pnu. P.“' P.l‘, Pl“
S-'I m j *« 2 .b'rl P-n
BF. HM 2+4 B.U. !'-l‘
8. Alder 3a2/a, 2+1 B.U. F.30
1936 S.P. Hative lelel B.0. P22
Jol 33/43 lelel B.U., F.22, 7,27, P.29
Jele .}W 2+1 BU. P.ﬁ, P-ﬂ’ F.28
8. 5. 3312 2+1 BU. P.22, P.27
8.8, 30/29 3a+le1 AU. P22, .27, P.28
N.3. 3012 Js2+1 AU. P.30
Oregom ilder /N 43 B.U. F.26
Alous Viridis 33/22 1+1+1 BU. P.27, P.28
1937 Joke 34/48 2e1 BU. P.22
8.5, 33/13 2+1 BU. F.22
8.3, 33/12 24+2 B.U., P, 22
Oregon Alder 35/25 2+1 BU. P.22
Oregon ilder 35/25 l+lel B.U. P.22
1938 Jula 35/58 2+1 BU. P, 22, P23, 7,29
Sude .”m 2+1 B.T. l‘.ﬂ. l’-ﬂ
EL m 1 +* 1 ..'- ?-ﬂ. P-ﬂ.. Flﬂ
O de 35/25 1+1+1 AU P.23
1939/




'1
Year of B |
Ho. Péilisation
sorkd Species ldent. Age
1939 J.Le 5 2+1 BU, P.33
Jeln 2+1 B.YU. P-u
Jole ;;z: 21 BU. P.29
P % . 3 2+1+1 BU. B.2S
5. 3. 35/39 241 AU, P.23
5.5 35/ 2+1+1 BU. .25
N.3, - 2+2 BE P.28 B
G A 31/ 712 1«1 BU, P23
1940 J.1e 51/ 241 RU. P.23, P.27, P.25, .26, P.29
’-a! ,?m g2+ 1 B.U. !.u' P.H. ‘l’.ﬁ, F.ﬂ
p i .’W 2+1 B.U. P—H' P-E' ?.“.. P.ﬂ. P.29
w m 2+ 2 BU. rf“.. P. 350
1941 Sl 39/26 1+1 BU, P.29, P.51
Jala m 2+1 BU. rvﬂ' ?l“.. P29
8.8, 37/36 2+2 B.T. P31
3.5 .’ , + 1 BRU. !-.", P-H
P.C. 31/5 2+2 B.U, P23, P.29, P.51
Alder 39/36 1+2 BU. P.25, P.26, P.59, P.51
1”-53 1 ”M 24+1 B.U. r’l“. P.H', P-H
~ JoLe 38/L5 534+1 B.U. P.29
8.3, 371/50 2+1+2 B.U, P.29, F.22, P.%0, P.28
P.C. 39/56 2+2 B.U. P.26
1943 P.C. 31/%5 2+2 B.U, P, 26
P.C. 39/22 2+2 BU. P.29
H.L. 41 2+0 B.U, P.26, .29
:-L- ,’m 1 -+ 1 L'v- P-‘
5.8, 39/22 2+2 BU. P.26
1944 8P, LO/150 2+1 BU, P51
P. 0 L/2 2+2 B.U, P.26
FaCe Wl 2+1 BYU, P-ﬁ, F-a' l';ﬂ
Jule K/l 2+1 E.U. P.26
J.Le 39/26 1s14+1 AU, F.26
S.8. 39/28 243 BU. P.28 B, P.29, P.26
1945 J.Le INES | 2+ 2 BU. P25, P.26
P.C. 59/22 2+2 BU. P23
m P.C. m 2+ 2 B.7. P-ﬂ. r.25
1947 P.0. Li/5 2 yrs. BRU. P31
B.P. m 2+1 B. Y. P-n
m .0 M 2+1 AT. P-H
8.8. 471 2+2 BU, P.29
1951 8. 5. L6/7 24+2 Vlanting
P.C. 49795 2+0 Flanting snd B.U, P.25
m m’ 2+1 B.Y. !-”
WP, 2 - 240 Flsating
KT, b5 240 Planting
5 ik 2+0 Flsnting
KP. L16 2+0 Planting




Erogress Towards Establishment
Total
L M:El- 1538 n*;':':_ 1947 E
Slaimed iat. K. E. N, 1938 E. H. 1950
22 120 1.5 108.5 | 32.5 69.5 | 12.5 95.0 23.0 104, 1
3 100 28.5 .5 410 59.0 - 7.0 2.0 118.6
2 80 [ 7.0 16.0 72.0 ] 55.0 20.0 - 249
2 100 16.5 8.5 8.0 2n0 9.5 7.0 3.0 95.6
26 100 - 00,0 2.0 B.0| 3.0 32.0 - k.2
27 T - 145.0 k5 10,5 | 122.0 8.0 - 1.9
28 50 13.0 310 25.0 2%5.0{ 15.0 2.0 - 32.1
- 52 3.0 49.0 2.5 30.5 - 59.0 6.0 56.4
30 €0 5.0 51.0 h5.5 1%.5 - 69.0 - 60,8
31 36 40 32,0 1L0 25.0| - 23.0 - 36.6
32 8 - 8.0 b LO| = 5.0 - 7.9
35 - - - - - - - - -
b1 5.5 - 5.5 - 5.5 - - 3.0 5
38 - - - - - - 26,0 - -
39 - - - - - - 17.0 B -
& - - - - - - 10.0 - -
Total Established 89.5 - 299.0 - - 541.0 - -
Total Not Estab. - %70 - 558.5 - - 37.0 -
Total ¥rittea Off - - - - | =s.0 - - =
S 856.5 - 856.5 - | esns| - -| smo| @86
Boms

(1) These figures do not inalude the mequired plantations,
(2) There is an unexplsined difference between the 1938 figures and the 1947 figures, i.e.

857.5 - 245.0 = 612.5, not 578 as shown in the
may be that the 1935 Working Plan recommended the Srite Off of 329 acres.

9

b4

total.

explanation
Deducting

329 from 857.5 gives 58L.5, and a further 2.5 acres were destroyed by fire im 7.Y. 37
snd F.Y. 41, leaving 579 scres. In fact, only 245 acres were writtea off in 1938,

(3) The areas shown as planted in F.Y. 38, 39 and 40 in the 1947 Census, refer to recon-

| struotion werk in the older plantations - they were not actually claised as new
plantings,

(4) The Totul Area Stocked in 1950 was obtained by re-survey of the Forest in F.Y, 51,



Sppendix V1
Srowth and Condition of Maim Species in ireas
Baat for t
Current
Anmual
— S deet | igh s
P.
Cpt{ 1es | Year 4&° Geology snd Soil ¢ ilope of ment
. nn- ment! last
£L 5 years
68] s.3.] 5 24| Torridomien Zsndstone with a &0 fs. b I 18* a-
: glecial drift over. 2* - 6* | b K.
husus layer, 2 ft. sandy loem,| ¢ Slight
1'6* snd fine gravel and sand | d Ixposed
(forwer srable land). to sast,
sheltered
67| MW.5.| 29 27 da, s 5 ft Jo* 13" 14~
b K.E
- e Slight
4 Elightly
exposed
1o sast
67| o.pr.] 25 30 Torridomian Jandstone 16° a 0 ft. K" 16" ar
m-—qm&;mnl.n
dark sandy layer pan e Slight
-ttn,-ﬂ-l.[m-rml Slightly
exposed
to Faat
and N, ¥,
16| J.1.] 25| 32! tTorridonisn Sandstome with 100 f¢. 50°| 18 2.
izl drift over, 8" light b N
losm, 4" leached layer, 9" ¢ Hodarate
o 4 Sheltered
x| EL| 2 301 Torridonien Jandstone, 18% a 1AD ft. &' 1T ane
uniform light sandy loam, b E
e Oteep
d Slightly
4 exposed to B4 i
28] 3.r.| 5 51| Lewisian Cnelss, 4" sandy loam| a 190 ft. 3" 9= 12"
8* yellow sandy drift over » E
e Stesp
4 Slight
o K. 5.
7! P.0.| 22 &3 Torridonisn Sandstone, 6* a 100 ft. i5* g~ 12
peaty losm, €* leached clay, | b K.
1L® deposition layer over e Slight
stonss snd drift. 4 Sheltereq
6l AN 29 26| Lewisian Gnelss with drift a &0 ft. 15 ™ 1%
over. 5% frisble peat, 3* b K
peaty losm, 5" second pest e Stesp
layer, over boulders and d Exposed
te N.E
4 N.%.




S

Year of iorking w
1939 2
1940 6.5
1% 3.5
1942 27.0
1943 30.0
1944 28,0
1945 &0
1946 23.0
1947 15.0
2948 -
1949 33.0
1950 3.0
1951 230
Total 229.0

(1939 - 1951)

2.0

6.5
34.5
21.0

35.0
5.0
32.0



Ihinning Vield Plots
Compartment No. A 13 78 15
Species ElL. Jole Jole JoLa
P. Year 22 23 2 3
Bo. of Thinming stk 5th Sth 5th
Years since last thinned b yre. & yrs. 3 yrs. 3 yrs.
Elevation 100 ft. T . 88 re. 7o ft.
\speat W.E . H. LA
Date of Thinning 2.2.50 8.2.50 19.11.49 5.10,49
Before Thimaing
o, of Stema per asre o 600 5% 5%
dv. B.HLO.2, (ins,) 5 5 5% 5
Tpper Ht. in feet 37 L3 [N
After Thisaing
Ko. of Stems per acre 500 360 380 3%
Av. B.E.G.0. (ims,) 54 54 5% 5%
Thimnings
No. of Stems per acre 240 240 210 200
Av, Total Ht, (ft.) 34 38 57 57
Vol. Pitwood (ou. ft.) (VL 455 410 3P
Yoluse Figures from 1951 - 1952 Thimnings
Species P, Yesr and Cpt. Ho, of Thimming Yol. per icre
5. 3, P.31 Opt. 68 1st 330 cu. ft.
K. 5. P.29 cpt. 67 st 250 ou. f%.
Py, P.25 cpt, 26 2nd 490 ou, ft,



