FuY.55 Annual Report ;
Black JIsle [pistrict

S. The Year's Work

The following are the monthly rainfall figures,
in inches, as recorded at Channonry Foint:-—

uet 5.18

Lov 177
_ Y - Dec 4,70
f Feb 175

liar o715

AT 88

M}I El15

June 1.”2
- . July 42
i , : Aug A6
i Sept  1.66
|f- - Total for the Forest Year = 21,70 as compared with
f \' 25-‘]‘2 11L FiI—‘ 5‘4

Snow 171th-~22nd Jan sbout & inches fell and it had

' melted within two weeks. 14th - 28Bth Feb there was
P over & foot at Munlochy and sepious driféing occured, =

luckily the snow was dry and powdery when it fell

and it did not stick to the branches of the trees

and very little damage has been reported. There was

! a fall of snow om 18th kay

Drought From the 14th may to 18t Sept there were

only 4 days in which more than .12 inches of rain

fall (.26 on 15th June,.18 on 30th June, .27 1=t July
.38 unpth Aug,) This means that for three and a half x
months there was virtually no rain. There has bsen

- serious water shortage in the Black I&le and most |
; springs have dried out. : ‘
I ¢ Autumn,., The frost on the night 26/27 Sept 1954 caused

. a great deal of dammge to the 1 year beds of 88 in

i A Kilcoy (Littleburn) with the result that half the

5‘ Dy plants were useless. It was so wet during the period
ﬁ that very little back-end lining-out could be done

h as the ground was mnworkable,

Winter. here were spells of hard frost and on
several nights 32 degrees of frost were recorded,
Spring. It was late this year, aud by the time the
lining-out and sowing had been complete mid May =
f ; the §.P. and E.L. had only just started to grow
F\ ~ which was 2-3% weeks later than F.Y.54.




Summer. Dry and hot. Luckily from the nursery point
of view the drought did not start until the lining-ou
and sowing had been completed, and in the sesed-beds
the taproots were always in moist soil., It is
estimated that 1 year seedlings have twice the length
of taproot as compared with a normal year, and it is
hoped they will malke side shoots this autumn.

in the plantations the drought has hhd
marked effects on the J.L. Whare they were planted
on the dry sandy gravel knoweS many had died by the
middle of August. Gther species have grown fairly
normally
. As a comparision with last year, in which
there were long wet periods, this year the plantations
have, with the exception of the J;L,, grown normally,
whereas in the nurseries at the end of September
most species had grown better than last ysar and
the B, had grown about twice as much,

General Forast liotes
Millbuis, Parts of P.38 were cleaned and brashed;
this mizht be slightly early for S5.P. but the results
of late de-wolfing in Kessock Forest have shown the
necesgity of getting in early to do this operation.
Findon, Thipningof Bogbuie has started although
Comp. 1~2 which were sold to Wylie four years ago
have not yet been touched.
Kilcoy. The thinning programme was not completed due
to cleaning for planting takinz louger than expected.
As thers is no planting programme for F.7.56 it is 1
hoped to cateh up with the programme. |
Kessock, Operations have been carried out according
o plan.
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12. Flantations made in the Year under Report

Un the whole the age and size of plants
supplied have been adeguate, In some places it wounld
have been an advantage to have had bigger plants,
especially where there was strong whin growth on the
araa, The drought of the summer has caused some deatls
in localised patches on dry and not too well
vegetated areas. These have dried out badly and causd
death.

Freparation of ground at Killbuie (Flowerburn)
included the eclearing of scrub and ploughing. This
was all complet=d well in advance of planting, At
EKEilcoy the scrub clearing was greater than expected;
in Holywood Birch growing with J.L.(AP17) had to
be cut in order to plant a more profitable crop. At
Baywood where there was older hardwoods the felling
took longer than expscted, :

Allocation of species was adequate,

Weeding in these areas has not been serious.

i
=



13 FPrevious Year's Flantations

(a) Beating Up has been on the whole fairly
normal, but the S5.P. in some cases has been on the
emall side, this apilies to areas where there is
a strong whin and broom gruwtgﬁs in Eessock and \
Kileoy. Plants for B.U.must be big 2471 or about 12
inches tallso that the plants have a chance %o compete
in their first ynnqhith.these wesds, if small plants
are used the competition is too great and they are
smothared,

(b) Weediing., This is still an expensive item
at Kessoek and Kilcoy, but it is hoped that it will
be unnecessary as the trees are starting to smother
the weeds.

Cleaning and Brashing was started in P.38 & 30
#illbuie., The system used was to put in the sguad
telling them to brash only the best formed trees.
Phis meant that there was no marking to be done by
the Forester and the result allowed access through
the pjantation. The unbrashed trees were mainly
wolves, suppressed and badly formed ones and it was
guite simple for th# Forester to mark the cleaning,
the result was excellent and when the sguad gets
more practise it is hnoped that tThe cost of the first
eleaning will be reduced.

it is vital that S.P. bs dewolfed at an sarly
stage as the harmful effect of z late cleaning
is being felt at Kessock.



19 Fire Frotection
In spite of the drought there have only been
three fires in the plantations, 2 at Millbuie
which only burnt from the road to the firetracs,
. and one which burnt half an acre on (rmond Hill in
. Kilcoy. There have however been numerous cases where
|

i either some of the sguad or the Forester have had to
fight a fire in the near proximity of the march, the
| most usual case being the stationing of men on the
? railway linept Kilcoy whenever a train was passing -~
F and & strong wind blowing from the south,
The cost of Eira—prntectiaz*:er acre of plant-
ationper forest was:-

X

i Millbuie -/10

| Findon 1/6

h Kilcoy 1/10
- Eessock 2/3

It would greatly help if fire pumps were standardized
in order to help in interchsnging parts between
units.

r:m' .

There are two types of pumps required in
the Black Isle (1) The Allman which is very useful
for burning vegetation such as heather and gnraé,
h it ie very economical with water and has a very good
' wetting effect. The use of this type of pump which
i can be used on a lLandrover which can trail a 50 gall
tan® was found to be invaluable at Millbuie. (2)
A colume pump such as Scammell,Wayjsx or Hathaway.
in the Black Isle lii}lbuie has a Scammell, Findon
has a Hathaway, and Kileoy has a Wayjax.If all the
volume pumps in the Black Ilse could be of the same
. make interchange of parts would be very useful.
Should a fire get into the plantation the
transporting of water will be a major problem, If
more rides can bpe bulldozed to make fairweabher roads
s the task of Pighting a fire would be very much easiexn




20 CUther ?roteetian

{ #ebbits uyxomatosis whieh started in July-Aug

' ; 1954 has spread throughout the whole of the Black

o Isle and has killed nearly all the rabbits, The

j Black Isle has now been issued with a Rebbit Clearance

I Order and it is hoped that the farmers will start

| . this back-end to kill the few that have survived.

. Before the order came into effect our trappers wera

F working within a half mile strip outside our fsnce,
They blocked up holes a2nd snsred and trapped our
neighboure areas,

f A pests officer has been appointed by the

' D«0.A«S+ to help in the clearance but it is felt that

k until there is a prosecution under the Act only the

better farmers will try and rid their farms of ths

last rabbit.

I X Haree, Both white and brown are numerous in

# the pistrict and efforte are being made to keep them

i under control.

i Hoe leer. Thesa are on the increase, especially

i at Millbuie where P.C. is a particular favourite and

I many have been barked, :

| Birds., The small migratory birds such as the

Pinches did not cause as much dammsge in the 1 year

sead-beds as last years, Th:s mibhm “gue to the

| point that they passed either before, or as i= more

B probable, after the seedcap had been cast. The

. > Gapercaillzie is still a very serious problem in

ths heathland nurseries of Kilcoy. One hen that was

killed was found to have 670 S5 seedling tops and

340 seedlincs wihk which had previously been saten

. in her crop. |

k incects. The Looper lioth seems to have reverted

to is normal few; the pupae count made by the Researd

granch did not disclose more than the occassional one .

P

per sgquare yard.

Fungi. There have been a great crop of groung
fungi, they nearly all appeared atter the light rains
which fell in September. One disturbing factor
occured in the S8.P. stack in rides at Kessock.

E Thinnings of S.F. started in Allanglack Wood and



HE

- found to be rotten. There wers no signe on the ends

draged out by April 55. The logs were stacked just
after they were felled in bings of 20-30 stens,

They were scld at rideside in July and at the end of
September when they were being cume:ﬁﬁ they were »~

of the logs but it wae notficed that the bark was
falling off anfl that there was a white fungus on the
stems which had lost weight and -were light to handle,
This occurred mainly to the Bast end of the rides
whers the euds were clqsed by treas,ané it is *
thought that the sisze of the binss,,lack of ventilation
in the rides and the hot weather conditicns were ideal
for the furgus to work so rapidly.
peteorcldgical. apart from the informatisn
given in Seet, 5 there is nothing of special note.
The cost of protection,other than Fire, per
Forest per acre of plantation was:-
pillbuie 2/2
findon a3 !
Kilcoy Lz '
Keesock 3/~
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21 Freparation aund revision of Working Plans

The resurvey of illbuie Forest has been
o rather slower than expected, but it is hoped that
it will be complete by the end of F.¥.56.

The stock maps including species, volume
categories,etec for Findon, Kilcoy and Kessock are
complete and the Plans of Operation showing the
volume of the growing stock are also complete for
the three Forests,
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