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Greetings

When 1 started the Foresters School in 1904 1 do not think that anyone thought it
would go on for more than a few years; it seems incredible that it has flourished and
got larger and larger and year by year and that it has even been necessary to start
four more schools despite the very large number of trained foresters you are luming
out each year

When FParkend started there was no Forestry Commission or other forestry
department and it was difficult to get foresters jobs for the trained students and it did
not seem likely that there would be sufficient demand for the men after leaving the
school. All that is now changed; the Forestry Commission is a big department and
there 15 also a demand for foresters on private estates, so that no student need be
afraid that he will be unemployed.

I have spent my working life in forestry; three years as a student under Sir William
Schlich at Coopers Hill College, then ten years in the Indian Forest Department,
fiftecen years in the Office of Woods, of which ten years were as Instructor at the
foresters sr:hm}l and finally ten years in the Forestry Commission-37 years service in
all; after réirement in 1931 1 still took a great interest in forestry matters.

As a result of this long service I have a message to give lo the present students. |
congratulate them on choosing forestry as a career and wish them all success and a
happy life. I always found the work interesting and varied and the life healthy and
pleasant; above all it is useful and when one retires one has a satisfactory feeling that
the trees remain and that one's work lives on for a hundred years or more.

Now when you get a a foreman or foresters post [ want you to realise that it is a very
responsible and important position. A forester has a limited area and gets to know
every tree in the forest; he is the man who really knows his woods intimately and 1
have always thought it is he who has the happiest life. In the th]1::r posts the pay is
better but there is more and more office work and less time in the woods so the
forester is a very fortunate as well as a very important person. All grades in a big
department like the Forestry Commission must work together for the common good
and there is no reason at all to think that a forester’s job is an inferior one.

Of all the years of my forest life 1 enjoyed my ten years in Dean Forest best, because
[ was actually in the woods so much and because I had a fine lot of students, many of
whom became friends

[ wish all prosperity and good luck to the Forester Training School, to the Instructors,
and to all the present students.
CO. HANSON
Thame Cottage
Warborough
Oxford

From The Deansday Book 1954
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History of the School of Forestry from 19o4-xgr 5
by C. 0. Haxson, 1.8.0., M.B.E. "

The Departmental Committee appointed by the Board of
Agriculture to enquire into the state of PBritish Forestry issued
their report in November 1002, They recommended, amongst
other things, that systematic instruction should be provided for
working foresters and woodmen.

The Commissioners of Woods and Forests took the matter up
and cecided to open a school in the Forest of Dean. On lst
January, 1904, I was appointed instructor and the school was
u]pcnnd on 11th January, 1904, with 9 students. These men were
vll already in the Crown service, 7 in Dean Forest and 2 in Windsor
Forest. It was not till 1905 that men from private estates were
admitted.

The school started in one room in the Deputy Surveyor’s
office in Coleford, and we worked here for a year. In 1905 the
school was moved to Parkend and this was not appreciated as we
had to occupy o wooden hut of 2 rooms. In one of these n museum
was started and this formed the nucleus of the museum which now
exists. The other room was the class-room. It was draughty and
cold, and, it will hardly be believed, I was allowed no coal or
firewood to heat it. W.{e started by wearing our overcoats at
lectures in the winter but, as this was not conducive to good work,
I purchased coal at my own personal expense and I have not yet
forgiven the then authorities for this disgraceful example of
parsimony ! This matter was eventually put right on the arrival
of a new Deputv-Surveyor. This hut still stands, [ believe, under
the onk trees by the village green. It was entirely unsuited for
the school. A letter was written to the “Dean Forest Mercury"'
by a visitor on July 24th, 1908. He was very complimentary in his
remarks about the work done but the following sentence occurs
“We were permitted to pay a very pleasurable visit to the—we
were going to say—buildings. Buildings they are not but a very
tumble down wooden structure—a perfect disgrace to the Crown.”

In this place we did the best work we could for 5 years and
rejoiced when we moved to the new school towards the end of
1010. There existed an old engine house near Parkend station and
during 1910 this was reconstructed into an ugly but commodious
school-house. This is now part of the present school. Until 1910
all students lived at home or in lodgings. When the new school
was oceupied, lodgings were provided in it for 8 students, the rost
living in lodgings.

The building at that time consisted of the re-constructed
engine-house only, of 4 stories with an outside staircase. The
upper two stories only were occupied by the school with & museum

and class-room on the top floor, and living room and dormitory
on the third floor.

The two lower floors were let to the Parkend Institute who
had o billiard room and reading room on the second floor and
miniature rifle range on the ground floor.

In 1913 the whole building was occupied by the school, and
a class-room, museum and instructor’s office were built on, and
a proper staircase was formed. The Crown purchased the billiard
table for school use. At this time the top floor became dormitories,
- bath-room and drying room. The third floor contained living
room and kitchen. The second floor contained the billiard-room,
reading-room and two small bedrooms with a [ar%:: museum built
on. The ground-floor was cccupied by a caretaker's room, and
bicycle store with class-room and instructor’s office built on. For
the first time we had a really commodious building.

Throughout these years the school course was two years.
Instruction wasg given in the class-room, on walks in the Forest
of Dean, and Highmeadow Woods and on excursions to various
private estates.

As a rule each class attended school on two afternoons a week,
one class on Monday and Thursday, the other on Tuesday and
Friday from 2 p.m. till 5 p.m. At first I was the sole instructor
and dealt with all branches of Forestry together with some
Botany. Later Mr. Roper gave instruction on surveying and,
later still, evening classes in Arithmetic and Geometry were given
at Parkend by one of the staff of Lydney Secondary School.
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Examinalions were licld by Mr. E. P. Pepert, Assiatant Deputy
Burveyor. '

About once a forlnight the twa classes together accompnnied
me on an all-day walk in the foreat, Ducing the 2 yeara' courss
the studenta wisited with me a1l intereating woods in the Diean
nml Mighmeodow nnd misch was leaent on these walks. Praclice
wns nlio given to stucdents on these doys in auch matlers as
thinning, pruning and measurement of standing and fellesd thmber,

A apecial Tenture wos moade of excorsions to private catabes,
The chicl arena vialted from Eime to time were Tintern Woods,
Highnnm Arboretum nenr Gloveoster, Tortworth and Thornbury
on the ather side of the Sewern, and Long Askton nenr Bristol,
Cn ann famaens oeension, by making o very long alny of it, we went
to Clataworth in Derbeshire.

These exeursions were much appreciated apd Inewrecid no
expense b0 the Crawn. Students were keen encogh to pay their
own farca and aa for ns pomible we travclled by push.hike (Lo
Tintern nnd Highmeadow) or by train, iaking ear push-bikes to
places further off. Tn order to reduce the ecats to tho students |
axkeal senioe officeea of the Department, both toeal nnd in London,

to amist and they were good cnough to sond me some substantial
subscriptiona which had the effeet of reducing costs to what tha
studenta could nfford.

Thess cxcuralons were vory pleasant trips and [ am convinced
thot n gront denl was learnt.  We alin Eok landowriera and agonts
intereated in cur work. This wan an impartant peint in thees early
days, long befere the Forestry Commission was thaught of.

On davs when the student wns mel at the schoal he worked
ny o labourer in the womds, The scheol did not work os a gang
biat exch student during his conrse obtained practice nb ns many
joba @n pomsible, Thus ke woold Te attached to n gang of Hmber
Tellees For, any, two months, to & gong of hedge-lsvers for two
mopthe, to bhe enrpenter’s shop for Ewe months, bo o numeery in
the nuseery apamon, Lo & ang ol |l|a.nl.-|:'ru and ap on. Certain
picked studenta alao worked in ihe Parkend oifice to learn oonounis
nnd affice routine.

The pni vacled from tme to lime. As o general ruls men
nlready working in the Crown woods deewr the same pay an ihey
wite alresdy gelling, wsuslly from [2{. Lo 18)- per week, school
Lime counting as work time. Men from private catates got 10)-
per week from 1905 till 1008, when their pay was rised to 15)-.
A =tucent liv in lodgings could not support himsell on his
rn}' nnd had Lo have an allowancs from homoe os well, Board anrd
odging usually cost from [1f- to 12)- a week, It must be re-
mr:r:hrﬁrl:d that the agricultural wago ot that Liee was 18- per
TWECEK,

Each ¢leas consisted of from 8 to §F stedonts, tho tobal
numlr who went throwgh the scheol i my tme being about
10), Tm thoso daye thers whz ne Foreatry Commizsion bo alaorh
tho men as dhey left the scheool. Hovertheless poats wers lounsd
for them aa woodmen or foresfera. Many remained with the
Crown, several went to Esst Africo and others faund pinces o
private csiotea. A [:l:'gr number of my odd stodepta joined ape i
the early doys of the war ; many lost their lives and others were
beat zight of. AL present many [ormer sbidents are emploved by
tlse Forealry Commission.

In .|'h:fm|t. Ifl4, enme the war, man nfter man joincd ap
nnd tomwards the cnd of the yenr ao few were felt Ehat il wos not
worih while keeping the schord open. 'The elnsses censed, never
to be reopened by mysclf. 1 wns iransferred 1o ether work nnd
during the whole of 18915 the school remained in nbevanee. Even-
tually it was ccopened by my macccazor, whe will cnrey on the
history of the school in a fulure number.

In those enrly sdays wo =tarled and encricd on the school
with difficulty. Very few peapbo were interesbec i it anald it waoold
be idle io hilde the Tnct dhat the Depoty Surversr of the time
gave no help at all, Ho disliked tho school, and that made it
exceedingly difficult to earry on. It would have been impoasible
excopt for the great encouragement given to me by Sir Seafford
Heaward, Commisaioner of Woods and Foresta nnd for the grest
assiatancs given by Mr. E, P. Popert, Assiatant Doputy Surveror,
to whom I could go for belp and advice, On the appointmoent of
Mr. Leeso as Depuly Bucveyor matters at once improved and the
anhaol flourished. [ shouald like to add o word of thonks for the
help T received from the Keepers and Woodmen of Dean Foreat.



FOREST SERVICE The first forty-five years of the Forestry Commission of Great
Britain.

By GEORGE RYLE

An extract regarding the Forester Training Schools

Earlier in the development of the Forest Service, most of the foresters-to-be were
drawn from young lads who came as labourers into the woods after leaving their
primary schools and who showed a keen intelligence and interest in the work, These
boys, if they could pass a moderately simple exam, were senl 1o one of the four
Forester training schools run by the Commission, where they underwent an intensive
practical and classroom course for two years, Successful students received passing out
certificates and returned to the Service as "ex-school gangers’. Gradually they could
ris¢ through the foreman grade and, normally after four or five years, became
established Foresters. More recently the job of Forester has been much improved in
both status and material prospects, so that it is increasingly sought after by grammar
and secondary modern school leavers. Though a prcliminary pericd of practical
experience in the woods remains a prerequisite for entrance to the Forester training
schools, successful students now come back to the Service directly as trainee Foresters
with an assured career ahead of them. Entrance to the schools is still based on a
special entrance exam rather below the standard of the normal 0" level, excepting of
course for those who have already acquired their 0" levels in the required subjects.
Mo doubt this invidious assumption that a Forester can be substandard 1o the
country’s usual pauge of a reasonably educated and intclligent lad will soon be
changed, as specified 'O" level passes are ag essential to a potential Forester as they
are to a potentizl bank clerk, apprentice engineer or policeman.

Though the Forester training schools have always been run by and specifically for the
Forest Service, and though successful students have always been guaranteed posts,
there mever has been any obligation for them to remain with the Commission. Some
have gone out into private forestry posts; others have gone abroad. From lime to
time, oo, the Commission has offered vacancies,on payment, o the governments of
Commonwealth countries which, for various reasons, were unable to provide
satisfactory training facilitics for their own young men. As these Commonwealth
countries have evolved and built up their own independent forest services, they have
penerally established their own foresters’ schools, medelled largely on those of
theCommission.

For some years since the war, private landowmers have pressed for these Forester
training schools to be more broadly based, the better to fit lads to come into the
private industry, but the Forestry Commission has so far opposed this on the grounds
that it must have complete control over the mansecwnwbich it trains its own men,
Yet the panciples of forest management are the same whether the woods belong to
the state or to private individuals and the wider the schools were thrown open the
freer would be the choice of both instructors and students. The Forest Service could
still continue to give special instruction to selected recruits in its own particular
procedures- mainly departmental paper work- and might even benefit from an ‘open’
school’s probable inclination towards teaching administrative methods in which paper
work was still lurther subordinated to the benefit of efficicnt management.

Forest OfMficers have always been drawn from the university forest schools with no
special Forestry Commission bias, and have had no difficulty in absorbing the many



oddities of a state organisation. The same would surcly apply 1o young foresters
trained at an ‘open’ school, and so great have the needs of the landowners become
for these young men that schools run for the benefit of all types of prospective
foresters may yel become a reality.

Mevertheless, the Forestry Commission’s schools can boast a notable record over a
period of forty-five years, and it has been entirely due to the energy and practical
experience of their instructors that a quite exceptional loyalty has developed amongst
two generations of Foresters, the backbone of the Forest Service. Certainly, the time
has now come for a change in the system, but there is no reason why th new should
not preserve the best traditions of the old.

APPEMDIX 7
The Forester Training Schools.

I Parkend, Forest of Dean.

There had been a training school for woodmen in the Forest of Dean for a good
many years before the first world war, under the instruction and management of
C.O.Hanson, who subsequently became the Forestry Commission’s first divisional
officer in the Exeter division. The Commission’s school, housed in an old industrial
building in Parkend, has been enlarged and somewhat modernised from time to time.
It was closed for Forester training purposes throughout most of the sccond world war,
Tn 1940 it was opened for training members of the Women's Timber Corps in timber
mensuration and especially in the sclection of Post Office telephone poles.

Since 1920 the School Instructors have been AJl.Felton (1920), R.G.Broadwood
(1927, W.D.Russell (1935), R.J.Streets (1941), W.D.Haldane (1942}, A.Grant (1942),
R.).5treets returned (1946), T.E Edwardson (1947), LF.Goodwin (1951 to date).
Updated by Ted Baldwin, Dumfries.

W.I Hale(47),B.Gale(47), J. D Leafe(51),5 3. Betterton(51), G WL Hollis(52),
M.E.S.Dickensan(57), LT Webster{37),0G.E. Waygood(61), Adoslin{63),
D.T.Paterson(63), R.W.Twallin{63),J.R.A.Niles(64), R.D.Davies{65), D.F.Solway(66),
G.M.Cowle [68), HLOSharp(68), M.H.5tark{68). School closed 1970

2 Mew Forest

A school was first opened in 1922 with M.H.Rowe as instructor, but closed down
shortly afterwards. After the second world war, another school was opened for about
one year with H.Cruikshank as instructor but closed down when the Gwydr School
was ready in 1948,

3 Chopwell, Co Durham.

In 1923, A.D.Hopkinson was in charge of the "School Division® and, for a short time
he was also instructor at a small Forester training school situated within Chopwell
Wood,

4 Beanfort

I




Lord Lovat provided Facilities for this school, which was opened in 1922 with James
Fraser as it's instructor, He was replaced by H.'Watson in 1928, and in 1930 Beaufort
was closed and itz students transferred to Benmore,

3 Benmore

This school, in an awkward old mansion but in Gne grounds, was opened in 1930
under H.Watson, whose reign lasted for twenty-two years, including the war period.
He was replaced for a short period in 1952 by R.Macdonald, who was followed in
19353, by P.C.Gough who retained the post till the school was finally closed in 1965,

6 Lynford Hall,
This mansion, situated in the heart of Thetford Chase, was opened as a Forester

training school in 1947 under R.J.Streets, who had previously been at Parkend both
before and after the war, Streets handed over to NW.Tulloch in 1930 but the school
was closed down in 1956 when it became clear that earlier plans for expansion of
foresiry in the country were not going to be fulfilled, The school then became a
country club for members of the United States Air Force stationed in the vicinity.

7 Glentress
Opened in 1946 under T.A.Robbie and closed in 1953 when both Robbie and his
students moved to Faskally., 1955

8 Faskally

Opened in 1953 under T A Robbie, who was followed by HL.Cruikshank in 1955 and
then by N.W.Tulloch in 1957 on transfer from Lynford Hall. Tulloch’s reign continues
until 199 when the school was closed,

Update D.F.Black (57), A.R.Cram(39), R.McDonald{64), R.A Muorray(66),
T.G.Queen(68), AT Jones(68), J.Cramb{65).

9 Gwydr

The Gwydr buildings, a range of temporary hutments, had been erected dunng the
period of industrial depression before the war to provide accommodation for
unemployed miners who were being gpiven useful ‘rehabilitation® and toughening-up
work in the surrounding Gwydr Forest. In the middle 1950%s the cost of maintenance
and limited improvements had become so high that the Welsh National Committee
felt constrained to condemn the school as unfit for continued use. During the
subsequent ten years there was much talk but mo action about building a combined
Welsh Agricultural and Forestry training centre alongside the universily buildings at
Aberystwyth. Meanwhile Gwydr, becoming more and more like an ancient monument,
remains in constant need of heavy maintenance expenditure, while retaining its
reputation for turming out hardy and efficient Foresters. Gwydr has had an
cxceptionally long list of instructors sinee it opened its doors at the beginning of
1948,viz, H.Cruikshank (1948), LO.Robertson (1956), D.Plant (1956), J.H.James
{1957), F/B.K.Purser (1959), G.J.Francis (1960), E.H.M.Harris (1964 to present date).
Update, B.5.Thompson(td), J.H.Robertson(i4), J.F.Morgan(63), R.T.Wheeler{65),
G.F.d'A. Savage(68). School closed 1969,
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H. W, McKay, H. Andersom, H. Loveridge, _ J. B. Bird, 3
., W. Jones, C. 0. Hanson, B. Powell,
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PRLSFECTUS
prosrBorys

SOMOULS POR POHRST AFFHRENTICES
IK SHALAKD AND SCOTLAND

1. Tha Schoola aro open bo young men mhe in the oplnlon of the Porostey
tormlgsioners are sultable for training as working fopastera. S loe tad
applicants mwat be sble and willing te perferm the erdinary duties of o I!'
woodman. Tnoy Tay be requicred at thoe discrotlon of the Comiassleners,
to underge & modical examinatlen bofore adaisslon.
2. 4ppronticés should bo betwoon thoe ages of 19 ard 25 yoars inelusive
o tho dnta of admissien. Approntlcos owor and urder thoas ages cSan
only be admitted undor spéclal GLPQUMALADCDE.
Z. Tra souras of t.n,!.m‘..nyfniuh mxtonds cwer a perled of 2 yoare ia givin 1
fres. Fo chargs L=z mado for tools, books, and statlionory usod by tha
spproentlesn .
4. Apprenticos will be provided mith fres board and lodging, fwel and
1ight, and o =onay allowenoo of 1¢/= per wmeak over tho £ yomra. In
addition, & bonus ot the rate of 2/- par weok will bo paild in onme sum at
tho ond of the firet yenr, provided that the progréss and conduct of the
approntica have teon satisfactory mnd that he undertskes to attond the
praseribed oourse for the socond year. At the ond of the seccnd yoar a
pomus will bs paild at the rate of &/= par mesk, subject to sontirmed
satisfastory conduct and progrésd. Aay approntles lesving thoe School
hafers bho axpiration of the course and without the approwel of the Forops
try Commissicpers, will forfeit the above menticnsd beonua.
. Cendidakes sro expooted Lo serwe tha full term of Lthelr appranticoesnlp
apd to Leke up tha ogeupatien of Coreatry oa aonclueion of thelr cowrse of
training .
6. TWhils there i3 overy llkellhotd of poste balng avallabls for capable
man whe have comploted Lhoelr appronticcoanip setisfectorily st ome of those
Sohoola, the Forestry Ccrmiselon can glve no guarantse of enploynent.
7. Etudents will mot e & rale be acnltted untlil bhey ean prodise avidenso
of bBoving head ot loest & nonthe' axperlense in practical astats Porostry.
They may, homaver, submit tholr nemds sg cendidetes bafcre this quallifl-

,  wntlon is obtalned.
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491‘“1;”“ meot parfora any duby allobted to them and & refussl to

oboy or any negligencs in the parformance of thoe work entsiled, or amy
plapohaviour, will ronder the approntlcs liable to diexiessal from the
School. Tna deogipien of the Commisaion ln this roapect will e final. i
8. Apprantices may bo tranaferred from cne Poresb Approntices' School

to ancthor, or from a Bshaol to any part of tho Counbry to teke part kn |
afforestation wmork for the Stata. :
i0. The hours of sork and the $ime allotied Eo theerobticel instruotlon

will be regulated acsording to semscn. Every Ssturday lo a balf hulMﬁ:,r-.l

In additlen te the Bank énd publie helldayn, lobve of abadnds not excesd-
ing 18 working deye por ennum may bo grantod by the Instructors atb the
Sehpols, provided that tho genaral gouras of abudy ia neb thoreby dis- 1
turbod. Hormally sudh leaws will to glven st tho ond of the firat yomp
end at the ecpclupion of tho Course; the monoay nllemance will bo pald
during lesve, but no allemanss will bo given in 1low of beard, ledging et
11. Periodiaal axeminetions bearing on the thoospratlanl imstrustlon and
the practical mork of the eourse mill bo held.  Apprentisez who satiofy
tho exnrinors will recelvs Cortificston.
12. IZach applisent for Adalsplon to ore of Lhe Forest Approntlcosa! Schaals,
must prlor to his sgcoptanee for training: oign e Tform to the effact that
he hag rond apd undaratood the forsgolng reguleticons apd agrooe Lo Do
governed by the sama. Thia form in the case of an appliocent uoder full
aga muat alse bé elgned by the applicents parent or guardidn,
1. Applicaticns for ndmlssion should be addragapd :=
The Seeratary,
Forastry Commisalon,
22, Orvsvantr Gardéng,
Londee, S.7. L.
or to the Asalatent Commispioner for Englasnd & Walpa,
: 1, Fhitshall,
Londom, B.W. 1.
ar Lo the Apsigtant Commisalioner for Scokland,

25, Drimghsugh Gardefis,
Bdinburgh.

fuguat, 1921.
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"Back Row: S.H. A. Paterson, H. S. Fletcher, H. C. Dyer, A. H. Gosling, W. R. Collins, C. Argent, E. J. Marsh.
| Middle Row: R. W. Paterson, H. A. Lewis, Mr. A. H. Popert, Mr. A. L. Felton, A, E. Wilson, A. Cousins.
Front Row: 8. H, Beasley, H. McClelland, A. F. Fermor, E. J. Mounsey.
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Ti It CONTROL = JOY3 AND SOREOWS INH 1

by MAURICE HIMMO

The Forestry Commission allowed 2/6d a day for the foed for each student a nd the
buying in of supplies was the respongibility of the Food Controller who was elected
e¢ach year by the students themselvea from one of the zacond -vear men,

I was very nervous about the job, never having had any experience of such work before,
but, being a loner, I was nappy because of thi privilege it earried of baving a room
on Yyour own because of the responsibility of aceounts and cash .

But let me say at once thot saccess really depended on the oxperience and kindneas
of the caretaker and his wife, Mr and Mra Wiloe, who arranged the meals and did
the cocking. Without them I should have indesd been losk.

If the cos t was less than 2/64 a day then the surplus was shared out between the
studentz and pa id out each week, but conversely, if it overshot 2/6d then the
atudents bad to pay the excess., During my year the average was 2/3%1 and in ene
week when it was 2/1d ay popularity really went up!

Breakfast was from 6.30 to 7.0 am and the tea was in a mige anamelled pot whick
Me Wilce removed at 7.0 um PRECISELY - a very unpepular, but a good way,

to discourage late comers. We cut our own bresd and cheese sandwiches to take
out in the moming, and At one time the butter waa disappearing at an alarming
rate, dua to the metheds used by a few of the men who sach cut & large plece of
btread, made a hole in the centre amd pressed into it about #1b of Putter?

This soon stopped when the charge went up to about 2/6d!

One Saturday lunchtime I made a fatal mistako- we had some tinned chearriss and
the stones were shot all ever the raom by squeezing them between thueb a nd
forefinger! We never had them aEgaind

On a day when his wife was away Mr Wilece had an old army friend to help him,
The friend was carrying the hoge tray of liver and bacon but tripped in the
doorway and the whole lot went - on the floor! e all walited with baited
breath for Mr Wilce's remction but all he said was "I could hawve b=well done
that mysaelft?!
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Heedless to say, we pleked st all up and ate itl

To my surprise tinned salmon was very unpopular in those daye = tut now mast
people would welcoms it! Each day twe students were chosen, by tha spinning
ef a knife on the table — ts de tha washing=up. Much akill was develsped amd
the imife hardly ever atepped,pointing at the man who aput it!
As You can imagine the local butcher made a big effort to keep our custem -
providing feor 32 hngry yvoung men was g great belp to him and he gave us good
terma. Nearly all the vegetables were alsa tought froa local growers.
While we were there, Mr Wilce'a daughter, Edna, left school and one of the
cheeky studenta asked if she would work in the sohool. Mr Wilce's reply was
wise, if a trifle abrupt - he safd "net b=likely with all wou lot aboutn?

It ia of intersst why Geldem Syrup was always called "olock-oil® | In the
early morning of the last day of one of the terms a ztudent, whe shall be
naseless, poured golden syrup all down the iren handrail of the atairs

and then put the remainder intoc the dining-roos clock:

Leoking tack over the y.ars I think that, thanks to the good cooking of

Mr and Mra Wilce and to the Fine loeal mppply of smeal and vegetables, wa fed
well and this was ahswn by the faet tnat remarsably few men had any siek
ieave deapite the awful winter of Jan,-March 1729 when thore was much znew and
hard frosts (34 degrees of frost Fah, was recorded at Farikend and 40 degrecs P
at nearty Ross on Wye,

Maurice Nimma,




“Ifhe Deansday IBook.”

Tiue Macaizieg aF THE
Dram Fonrstny Scicool.,

"

(TORESTRY COMMISAION OF EXQLAMD AMD Walkd]

Nur Selicsl, sew in ifls bwenbysoventh yenr, has produoced
many deorslera and much good work and it B in the hepe of
preserving the record of this aplendid Bsvaloguaent and in the
enileavour ta implant withis J-:-;n mirfs of our Stulents some
reafisaljen of Lke fradition Lehind them, that this sngazine eoses
inbir heing, 3

HSie Vos Mon Vohbis."

Kot for oursolvea do wo sow e seed,

O brets on o meorland plant,

But that thoss Lo whoem we bequeath our axe
May nover Bor Limler want.

Qrur work will be dons o'er the acorn smnll

T the aturdy sak matuees,

Andl the good leaves loak as i Astemn-fnll—
Yeb the fruit of our labaur oaduee.

Thias we now reap of the tnsber vaeld
Kurlured by hands thak are gene,

Whoso finger direets the path we muab pexd
dunal wege ws to still Garry an,

5 Voa nol YVabia,"™ the motto has been
Which through turmeil of time has endured,—
A noble ideal, an honcurabile code

Thnt forests for man has assared, A, Bl Mek,
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Sic Veos MNon Vobis.

0 mockal man ! Toke thou thy hoaes of tedl,
And conscernie them bo By alteraaen ;
T]L-;-_-,- whr shall conse nmal find withiin thi sakl
Tlhelr heritage—good amd gront weoads, and Lhen
Ehall Ubess ihee deeply, that thy lsck was Lent
To plant one Jitdle teee that now is grown
To its full gervice, ANl thy Inbour’s lend
Unto descendants, Mot for thy pirse alase
Mar for thy glory ; for no men will ask
Thy name or purpose, but will judge thy task,
This, thy memerial @ the mighty glade
Opee conjured infa boing by thy spade.

B Penaan.




Foresters' School rgrg-zo. Aoy . HoprrAlcd

hMemories.

Lan afraidl my recollections of the poried when I hal charge
af the Sehosl are all toe few and far from clear. The trelve strems
nuy vears that have clapsed sineo leaving the Fareat hava lelt mn
with certnin alistinet memories but on the whale veey lttle to form
the subject of o history of the perdcd in apy way copparalile to
Mr. Hanson's excellent nareative,

I renwembier well arriving in unilorny ane cold wet night ae
Parkend sometime eardy bn January 1919, having come alncst
slivectly from France, My aprival was not unexpectes] but [ feuncd
in necessary o hunt round the village te find scmeone who would,
give me & bed for the night., 1 cventually landed at the village
“pub” and managed to withstand the smoll of stale beer wnd
tohacen [apparently of fumigation gquality] for =everal wonths,
Anyhow it was Letter than gas shells. Eventuslly T was “turfed”
put of this salulirious lelging for what renson T eannat remenber
it mot, |am almest coseabn, lor Tergetting to pay my bill or being
“deunk and digarderdy,” I then tﬁlg: E'E[il:fﬂ in theo Speech Honso

Hotel Lut heso “mine hoat" took practically all my psy off me in
what he consldesed just remuneration for servicea pendered and

gupplicd. Eventually Mrs. Ebaworth teok pity on me and

lived comfortaldy for the remainder of my time in her cottage on

the hill above Parkend. Two things I comember about my sojourn

thore, Qoe, the appalling neige of tho overlasting pumping

operntions inoa pit nearly and the othee the delights of a weekly

hot Lath in frent of the sitting-room fire alter a steenuous day ia
the woods,

Bt to return bo the Schonl, About March eighteen exoworriors
returied Trom the War and filtered down Lo Parkend. They ware
n mised erew as soliliers are wont to be. “Tinker's son, tailor's
mon, son of 4 v fo ke did not turn wp, Anyhow the ides was
that I should convert the eablile into trained forseters in twe yonrs
ancl =0 we ol Lo work, T liave not mirch regolleetion of the meana
adopted Lo heing alouk this conversion of what lock oventually
nttended the efforts of thaese condcerned (the Crown Woolman anil
mysell} bt T expest it was ns variesl ns the ariginal crew,

Three men T remomber and these were men=—men nfter my
avral lieart—Wilson, Fobeet Pateracn and his ehicr brother Snmoeel.
Tl first, te my geeat regret, ilid not coter tho State Becviee. The
wfcpanel tanale rupicl atrinke towamls the seceess think wonld nslanbt.
cilly kave Tieen his hail nok & doubly tragio sawanill aeeifent at
fHenliwamnter deprived the Comumision of o mosk able foreater sl
e o o very gemd fricacl. Tl third an wow & Cirasla T Foreater fn
anr Berviee.  Wilson inevitaldy beeame hesd stalent ancd $ing:
went with o snnp when e was seeoncl in consmanil,

Smisetime  Inter my Trieml Al Patlen wan -.‘|-'|1-|1-ni||i.r|l
Arsiulant lustracter, Clover, Leen, gny, with lis charming rish
sissiiiberd, oo soan enbeaecil linsell ta nll—atudonts rml Womimen
aliko, lait here agnin teagedy waa even then stalking him from the
whaclons of the forest mpd now e is o more.

Whink alidd we ale all alay ¥ Prben lectored and T loctueel an
certnin lnya of the week amd the varions Wealmon took aver
the studeats om cortain oiher days for practienl work—eich the
sama na probally goes on now, Descipline—yos, thees wis ke
cipline, Cerfain over oxuborant apirita hiul Bo be cheeked and one
nr bwn of Life’s little faihires lnd 80 Lo shewn Bhe deor,  Apart
from miner ieeitatbons whieli are Bseparalde from such o “show™
we livel a peaceln] nml hoppy existenee,  We made o noesery.
W nwsle the Parkend Nirsaeey, After the explosive cxperts hadl
miwlde s almost complete fnilure of llowiog ap the stamps we
wed b work sl Uhiked" them out nul this, 1 moay tell you, wns
diar ineaie $aak, ATter Llig Iask poob hail Been torn eut we ot o work
to 4II|F Blie geound neil na far na [ enn recollect it wha teenchesl to
a teily abivansnl depth.

Anather “stapt" wo dndbertonk was bo ant n certnin enelos-
(LT tlige |'J.II'I'I..\_|E' i A e Wiy ko oleford. Coming from Soatlnnal
where 1 waa aeeietonual te onen planting S{HLRH) trees per oy
with a Selulsel 5|u|'||:~, 1 grew wieary of the gnrden methalz in
vagie i the Dhean and desided we woulid have a slemonstration
of how it ouglit to le dlone. Bo we scb ant o plant the whole
caelesaee inoone dny, 1 hnve Torgotien the exaet area bl it meant
every mnne hal too plant abemt LRI trees, Everyaike wied s




brizht an: carly on tho o [uﬂnlq:ql las , abetermined “'ta dle of dlis,**
T I‘i‘IIIﬁIIE wiks l."-|r'.|||||l:l,|.'|l By mightindl saul | remesnleer Lhe
“all i{i.ghrut "waming comal B it wind slinking Lis heal over
scly revelitionary puetlusls, Bogwesie Do slige tald aie Uhint 4
resiltingy pdantadion snight limve lesen poiee siecessful, Well e,

LI sgueetis monal lave lssew onsailesd Tir P goromnal,

Chiew | Tweledr ol Nuisbrallinn offEer eseccmlind i our F|llil".
aninlenee; elmmsrings for fied roel e ine B etz ol fonesiey ms we
kiner theni,. They sbavel with us Tior o Few naowElis anly fa petenn
ke their wadive lnol leaving sease of the villnge [nesies discensolaio,

Bo much for work.,  What nluet plae P 1kt iliak there
WL ATy llrl:-llli.q'u.l Selvil Do Tinn L Basan Tasook Doon Dlispse man] 4o pe-bed o
vere bl Duoe el el il ol pdents of ploving, Lile wis
slreiemg el Ehere wies Gime Toe ae Tild I eelssat@on seiw agnl B,
].hlll.'l.'tl:llllIl.'ll.lﬂl'lill;;|:|Il."l'i]'ll&l."llllll-itll'll:iril'l.‘llll.:l'llrll.'l?.'l-l.l-.'ﬂ niEEe L,
Personally 1 biere nof gaugl revolliefion of e Bt ter bng §pesei-
Ber well more sl clusdve furest pheasspls whicls Uaticn ol 1
eliamnd with varxing suevess every Satundy oBerneun during U
winlere  Tu v HLIEY willi s or Ewi ol (he Wil g—ullei
Crown hawper 1|!|'||.I:m;.-|| apd his wonderfol Selder=—=we apelicl
wrilezs Lbovagh Lhe Tusest tenring vor clobhes Gs Dils vo Ebie Tiesg s
aaul fecliog goite condestel 67 we relonead oaee witle wive Dree,
Mot fifreguently we slnvel all tho wfterneen withoul e poels ws
Lhiw sight of & feather. .

The ke of thie el wise Elist sl tlae IR shigil was B b Liidal
< B Ll oot of Al " AN Hi_H,Jlr.ﬂ;,“ Binik Eliis TR lwre wis il el legcil
Bivrsly naul oppressve se floe vworl iy svadons apen ol laving o
lkpne, o rId'Iill.'ilﬂ which waz seerenglervil in necgedlanes willi L
Law, ool am wnwlleeind wlivh 1 disteilintasl fur aeeritoriues seeviee
during il ehass,  Bub ush ! ghis is Firillg nway sovrels which 1
livve hitherio voly shored witly She Wosloen coneernsd, some of
'.'uillmllr miay yob saile il ey peeclioge cest s wye weer Hicse
woirgls,

Tl §'rown Wamidlaigen soere mye biest Trivocls G the Dee el
may @ b wial hagegey clive B spaent in thede esanpany leaneiog 2o
o of Bl forest. oo oow sened Lo Eheir rest i thers will
remsvm ler pechaps yot.

T dulx, 1 think it wios, 1020, Beotlowl called me e ol
juvtully I respmmlded g the eall But st without sacl Tapewells

L sy slining-rovan sfandd s clock nmd v thai clock §s o
veatain fpseviption. 1 s prowld of it sl sos groateful W the
sturcleads wiha wae anal wll plovel the ganee when 1 wos ol Parked.

Ll My, 1153, A, L Hormissoes,
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A Peep at your Scottish Rivals
Bromdeast by K. B, Dosaco, Practical Instructor, Beamare.

“ Far away North of the Teeed
You find England's upper slorey,
Whers we good Forestora brosd
For the Land of Hope and Glosy."

Bcnmare calling the Dean ; no, not the Dean of Wostminster,
but ene great seat of leaming calling another, in true brotherly
spirit, proving that in spite of offorts by our worthy Scottish
Naticmablata there still cxists a bond of friendship between the
Thistle and the Roes,

Here 1% an S.0.8. :—Save var Schoals.

Waulid the pereon or persona who threatened to endar aibr
Wational Sehocls of Farestry give information to *In Forcata,”
Benmase, Argylishire, or The hmm. Ladney, Glovcester
H:r:j—!‘ the 1 ra-l'h:;lj"ur f— e

temporary depression B new passng over the ry
Comimission 'I.|-1.|1.Jl|t- jnPLEnpud that it will evade the two Schools
aleeady meentioned as cven the lightest tremar will be detrimental
1o 1he Tutuce o our noble profession. Further outleok is unsattled,
Lt eaya of hope are preva ent, ardl in the near futaee the Forestry
Commiession should TIJ fram staength o :1.re:|:%!.'h and their Fares-
tera and others shall receive their due peward.
Teseral News Sullelin -—{Copyright rescrved),

Benmors Forest Scheol and Hostel comprises what was
formerly hnown ns Benmore Hoass ; & stately manzian nestling
beneath afic of those cu mountaing for which Seotis is famed.

The house is overshndowed by beantiful toeed of many
specics which wers the pride and joy of the previous swners of the
estate, The entice ostate was gifted to the nation by Mr. Yeunger,
whose generosity will go down theough the ages, and lovers of
nnture shall pevel in these groumds from generation to generation,

Since the Innuguration of the Forest Seheol at Benmose the
full quota af twenty-four trainoes has been sustained. Every Jualy
ene clozen stalwarts are sent o'cr a' the airts, to upheld the
Fervetry Commimion and bear witness of & training creditable to
the naticn.

Like troe Cocks of the North they are wp in the morning early
and need no “Kouschon'™ to insits the noble desire to nenesso
their knowledge.

To the observant traince profound knowledge is within casy
rench. Arboretums, Plnetums, Shrubberies amd Gardens ace there,
anil with reference books as keys, the deor is apened 20 the stose
ean bo replenished at will, Alas! Alas! whon spetling tesls como
'nl-on% many are weightd in the balsnee nnd found wanting.
Fuesolutions are then rashly mado but I fear during the brightos
evening hours, eports, ete., encroach upon the [umlsmeniaks of
fubnre careers aml pesolutions casily made are oven more casily
Torgod ten.
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Uwing te the exceedingly heavy rainfall no specified ddays
for indoor work can be alfocated, as overy opjMattunity  musk
be grasped to progress with outdoor work, A steeteh of hillsidg
.1}1 roximately twelve miles in length has bBeep sof pssde fap
n fEm:mi-un by the trainees, Fencing, draining, Scrub cleaning,
planting and weeding are engaged in on this area. Other goneral
celnte operations are undertaken periodieally which nrg of edea-
tive walue to e Student. The nien are divided jnte Eangs sl xent
aub to the respective operations, n Senior being appaointsd Lo take
charge of v-m:Eﬁ*,:.mg. He is held responsilidy !'Lr the squad in
ﬁnerni-—lha!- is the cato of tools il the belavionr of the agunal.

coursr all Seniors have the privilege of taking chnrge of & sqund
at some period during thoir secoml year sp that the snspicien of
favouritism cannot be onteciainal, Saturally during sieli an
clevated periol chest cxpansion is n IeceEsary ilem i 1l
CCrngers” daily routine.

The time the man ds left on a cedain job depemils entirels
upon the amount of provicus expetience which the man bas i
en thot job, Grest cane is taken to tbovelope o man in the operations
at which he is miher o grees hamd, e, if o man lsas mever opened
m drain before o must bo kepe with B nose in the mud niitil e
developes the air of o typical navvey).

A Xursery of approximately three acres i size comes nncler
the centrel of the & - Howing, liming out, and the growing
of green cropa are earricd out by the traiees, Frequently lueal

iz colleeted 2nd extescted so that the mos become veritalkle
“Tareins.”

Fueveving snd Mensuration are piven on the Lillde el in
the forests, Those lessons will prove Simnrl‘n‘ci:l wlien the minees
are warking zreas a5 well a3 bring in an extra “Bawbee™ iy Uheic
spare time when & neighbouring Taenser wishes |yl tuenip Eand
measured or somebody wishes lovely taken for o tennis eOiEL.
As alrcady atated bectures are given in the Classroom when
mere nin eannod foco the eloments, nuel thess are $he dnya that
try the temperament of the medeen youth, It e siated in History
that Ralph the Rever tare his hair, but our examinntions days
produce many such “Ralphs" aml more piration is losl an
thase days than during the hettest day in Enmmer.
(Eport i—] Frotball is the principal spart engaged in and sinee
this School apened a goosd team has been [rmed BVOEY ¥rar,
Each year wo have won two aot af three losa| caps aiul al prescist
we are the top of the League, a0 that we ane hopelul of sesing the
thres cups come homo at the close of the season, Perhaps when
the Forestey Commission gets ita full grants restored we might
have internstional matehes for Foresters, aay Bewmomn versis
Iean one Summer and Dean versua Eenmore the next. Naturally
I would support Benmore, but if you consy North apd win the
Lagrels I sfi:‘i‘ltlnnngmr.u'ln.lu You sincerely.

L]
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SOME MEMORIES OF LIFE IN THE DEAN FORESTRY SCHOOL 1934 _1936.
( C.T.LeWis

The Schoel %¥as5 in charge of anm Instruckor (Districk OEficer)
grade, and a Fractical Imstruckor [Foresbter grade).

The course was two years, wikth intakes every year. the
second yoealk students referred kEo as Seniors.

When I enterad the Rchool in the RAutoema of 1934,
Me. R-G.Broadwood waz in charge bubk he was almost
immediately replaced by Mr.G.D.Russel: the Forester
Ingtrucktor was Mr.D.M.Willlams.

Every year, a School Foreman was selected from the
Seniors; it was his duty to see that all the rules
were cbeyed and to report serious matters to higher
authority: another of hiz duties was that of Food
Controller - arranging the supply of all victuals.

For the year 1934/35 the School Foreman was Vic Hall
and for 1%35/36 Bob Hendrie. 7In addition to the above,
an Orderly Officer was appeointed, and each student did
a gtinkt, in turn. This duty involved wvaking evervane
each morning, and ensuring that all were out of the
school by the appointed time, and that they were in
¢ach evening by 10pm. and that all lights were out by
10.30pm each evenind. : -

Breakfast was prepared by Bhe Cook (Mr.Rees 7land
sarved ak 7.00am. Each man prepared his own lunch -
there was plenty of bread, butter and jam, and occasionally
cheese, 1f you were gquick.

We ere supposed to have a leckure day once a week,
but in practice our lecture days were when it rained.

Far practical work students were divided into wvarious
groups, with a Senior in charge and each group allocated
to a particular Forest Operation in some park of the Farest
or perhaps Nagshead Hursery. Work in the woods ceased at
4.30pm. and all students returned ke the School and preparced
for "the meal of the day" usually a traditionzl meat and
vegetables or perhaps Liver and Onions, folloved by a sweet
usually served with burnt custard.(This meal was "Dished Up"
and the resulting "Washing Up" was undertaken by a group
of Students allocated for this duty".

. : & Aere N

During our first Winter we were required,; the local Cauncil
Ethoal on one evening cach woek for mathematics instruction
by the Headmaster MRE.Sing and akttend Botany instruction by
Hr H.Jones wusually in the Lecture Room of the Frestry School
or sometimes on & Sturday morning ouwktdoors. (Mr.Jones was an
gxcellent Botanist and teacher at Lydney Grammar School.

I cannot remember what our gross renumeration was,but I
can remember that after deduction for Board and Lodging
we were given Ten Shillings a week from which sixpence was
deducted for Sport Fumd i.e. Tahle Temniz, Football Snooker
The School ran a Soccer Team and two Tahle Tennis Teams -
all in local leagues.



- DEAN FORESTRY SCHOOL, 1936-37.
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PARKEND 1941-1942 EXTRACT FROM DIARY REG WOOLLARD.

Arrived Parkend school 16.15 hrs. on September 15th 1941, this was a Monday and a
and a one change at Bristol from Portsmouth my home address.

Tucsday 16th.

06.45 rise. Twenly two students toured MNursery (Foreman H.M.Parry), Church Hill
Plantation, Fire Post, Dean Garden! Arrived back at school Spm. High tea with war
time ration allocation! All butter was used up on all tables. We were told by Matron
that this was the whole weeks ration, Clothes were also rationed in that period.
Wednesday 17th.

School work. Silviculture, Geology, Forest Management, Tutor E.5.5trect.

Thursday 15th

Practical. Weeding trees.

Friday 15%th.

Growth of a tree. Mensuration.

Saturday 20th.

Botany lecture by Mr Jones, school teacher at Lydney. Finished lecrure at noon.
Refreshments in Lydney. Forester Tutor WoAmott, field practical.

Concludes first week at Parkend Forestry School,

Most of the weeks were similar, three days practical waork in the surrounding Dean
Forest within a ¢ycle ride five to ten miles., On longer away work we were transported
by lorry with rough seats. Tools were taken to work site in the Forester's van,
Saturdays am. mostly Botany in Lydney.

Saturdays pm. Sport.

Most of our travelling was to evening classes 2-3 times a week.

Pay was ten shillings a week (10¢-). Most of this went on haireuts, one shilling and
sixpenee, laundry one shilling and three pencefper week), local dances 1/6d, cinema
also 1/6d.

Holidays at Christmas that year, Monday 22nd December to Sth January {Monday).
Many students were in the Home Guard, parades were twice a week.

Planting trecs in practical work, 250-400 trees per day (average).

March ath 1942,

Sheep impounding in 3ins. of snow, the money collected went towards our school
dance, a very popular local event! Forestry studenmts played locals or services al
foetball and cricket - we often won.

Swimming took place in Lydney and Cannop Lake.

April 1st 1942,

Term ends for Easter until 8th. Took coach back from Scuthampion- Lydney, then
bus to Parkend, Started 0915 amived school 16.20.

Practical work.

Planting trees throughout April. Students often involved in Forest fire fighting. On
Tuesday 5th Aprl at 20030 a large fire near charcoal burning site fought until
midnight when ALF.S, took over. Green Goddesses.

More holiday from 15th May- 20th (Wednesday).

Train back from Southampton 10.00, arrived Parkend 15.00.
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Other dedections from our 10 shillings, Library 2 pence, hospital fund & pence.

19th July 1942,

Another big fire at St. Briavels again in the evening, Arrived back at school at
midnight. Showered and bed.

July 20th -2nd September. More holidays.

Cycled to Southampton {120 miles) via Bealy Ferry, Left 0730 arrived 1730. Stopped
for a rest and sandwich for Thour,

Here diary ends.

PERSONMAL MEMORIES OF PARKEND

Parkend school closed shortly after the outbreak of war. Re-opened September 15th
1941 probably because a Timber corps was needed (T.P.Ih) Fitprops-Trench warfare.
Students ages varied from 16-40 somcthing.

Bedrooms were cubicles (nicknamed Horse Boxes) spread over threc stories. There
was a sick and accident recovery cubicle (two beds). Dining room and kitchen ground
flcor. Recreation room first floor also bed cubicles, Top floor all bed cubicles.
Rationing (war time) was in force. Ration books handed in, except <lothing
coupons.There was a housckeeper (Matron), cook and handyman, a conscientous
ohjector who was a very skilled cabinet maker.

Breakfast was about Tam, When in class all day we had a mid day sandwich in the
dining room, When out cheese and jam (from home parcels) was the filling.
Sometimes tinned brawn (hair and all).

Accommodation was very basic, bed and locker,

Saturday PM was mainly sport or music fans listened 1o Jazz sessions on Radio, table
tennis played (one table)

Bob Streets was an excellent instructor. Mr Peace taught Pathology, Dr Chrystal
Entomology (both Ontford Scholars). Later towards the end of the course Mr Haldane
ook over, then a Mr Grant, War time was upsetting everything and everyone as was
to be expecied.

Swimming was popular in Cannop Lake, it was free bul but tasted of charcoal. One
winter a fow studenis swam when the lake was iced over- for a wager. Swimmers
saved the day once when on way back from an outing we found the ferry tied up
(boat held ten) on the wrong side of the River Severn. Two students voluntecred to
swim over (starkers) to the other side and bring the boat across. Due to the current
the boat beached a quarter of a mile downstream. But all the 22 got across and in
time for supper.

One or two fights did occur, must have been rationing of pre- exams tension,

Eleven PM was return to school time after an evening out, but ways were found to
hest the curfew. Climbing to the second floor windows, so cooperation with other
students was necessary. When there was a fresh supply of coke at the back of the
building this was climbed up to the back window but so noisy. Mr Streets would
request offenders of the 11pm curfew to attend his office in the morning .




