


21st June, 1954.
Commdgsioners! Tour

The Pollowing arrangerwnts have been made for acecumodation in
Aberdecn on the nights of the 23rd end 2L4th June.

Douglas Hotel, lisxket Stract, Aberdecn

Lord Radnor

Sir Richard Cotterell
Major Stirling

Mr., qu?ﬁ Cwen

Lord Cavwdor

Mr, A. H. Gosling.

Imperial Hotel, Stirling Street, sborduen

lossrs. Longhurst, Vaughan, Bamerman,
Hamilton, Meliaughteon & G. Brovm.

Westbourne Hotel, Eﬁ Union Streot, Absrdeen

Messys. Ryle, Turnor and hiartin.

lisxeliffa Hotel, Queen's Terrace, Aberdeen.

Sir Honry Beresford-Poirso
Messrs. Sangar ard Ross.

liarlborough Hotal, 7 Queen's Road, Aberdecn

Goneral Hutson
Mr., J. MecDonald.

The various establishmonts have been informed that an evening
moal after 6,30 p.m. will be roguired on the 23rd end breskfast and
ancther evening meal after 6.30 peme will be needed for the 2lith,
Breakfast only has bean fixed for the worning of the Z5th but
since the party is divided you may wish to make other arrangements
on arrival.




Hednesday, 23rd June.

Q.50 a.m.

10.20 a.o.

10.50 a.m.

11.10 a,.m.

11.2§ A.ils

12 noon

1.00 p.o.

145 petia

2.15 p.o.

3.00 p.m.

3.30 p.o.

4,00 p.m.

b.b5 Della

6 otD Dam.

FORLSTRY COEMMISSTONEHIS! TOUR

NORTH EIST SCOE.ND

231 - 25th June 195k

Itinerary and Timetable

Darnsway Estote, North Conmservancy.  (Mep 1)

ILeave Invemess.

Jdrriwe Bariseill and meet the factor, Mr. Munro. Drive
to Compartments 19 and 20 by Zarlsmill Drive, See
500,000 cu. . windblow.

Drive to River B=nk,

41t River Bank see Darnamey Sluis Toods, in process of
ﬂlmg' i -

Drive to Castls and Tearie %o Findhorn Bridce.

Enter East Conservancy at Pindhomm Bridge, driving
thence by Forres and Elgin, passing Newton Nursery and
Mcnaughty Forest (Quarry Wood) to Fodhzbers.

Speymouth Forest. Eost Conservoncy, (Mep 2)

Sandwich Lunch at Whitegates, in the Forest on the
remaining fringe of Peeps Plantation,

troduction to Forest. Habbit control, seed stands,
good pine areas. Enter lorry ond drive to

Deer Park - thinming, demonstration of mechmical
aids to timber handling used in the windblow
clearance, Entsr lorriez ond crive to

Slorachs, to sete extensive clanting of poor upland
heaths, tine ploughing, erosion, fire orecautions.

Drive to Sound Moor, untreated upland heath in process
of ecquisition. Sxtensive view if fine, of Bin,
Rosoarie, Elchies, Teindland and Lossie Forests, Return
to Pochabers via Fochobers Burn,

Tea at Gordeon irms Hotel, Fochaobers.

{RHnttJ&r bus 2nd drive vie Keith and Huntly to Aiberdeen
Map 1).

arrive :berdeen,
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Itinerary and Ticetzble (contd.)

Hindblown oodlands in Decside and Donside.

10,30 nar.

1435 a.r.

12.15 p.‘-:‘..

12,45 Telle

1.30 D

200 pat.

2,30 Delle

Bim Talls

2.00 Della

300 paina

530 Talls
L.00 Dt

4e 0 Tt
51 oQ Tells

-
Q-D': :r_"'r'l.-';n

Aditesillesch Forest. (Eap 3}

Leaye ~berdecn by bus. Sriwve by Cosihes Zstate,

z e CA e | e
evionsd Trust for Scoitland o

Sallozis Sstote. View clearonco oporntions in
mogress by tigber worchnnd.

Leave by South Docside Road o J114esilieach Forest
by Glen Tanar Estale to

Adddcaillcach Forest, Clonmmick plantations, general
viow of forosi.

Linn of Huick, picnic lunch,

Clecrance work at Linn of Imdck, thonce by bus
down by cloarcd blown woods €5 Sz=madll ot
Birkh-11,

Delliefoure lood: Succesaful regoncration of Scots
Dince

Leove Alltcaillench via Belloter o

Blelack Bstatc. Good pinoc stands. Cleszrance of
windblown pine by owner (= ticber merchant).

Iriye by Tillypronic znd Zormmashesn Porest to
Strathdon, thence by Candacrnig down Donside to

Hridge of Alford for +Les.
Leave for Abordecn vin Pitfichic Porest (galce dammge
to Forestry Codssion plentings). Thence by

Cluny ~ng Danchet to

nberdean.

Technical ¥ecting in lberdicon.
Drugochty Forcst (iep )

Loave iberdeen (in private cars if nurbors ore not
too great).

Lrrive Drunbochty Forest Sosiil.

Axrive undorplantings and 0ld mpsery - Corpertments
28 end 321

irrive Compartments 35 and 37 - typicel of scouired
Scots pinc and Buropesn lnrch,

Too ot Auchenbloce.

Icave for Aberdecn via Glenfarguinr.

»berdocn.



2400 Dara
Z2ali5 Datie
305 palie

550 Pera

500 Palle

Itinerary ond Tinctable jaﬂm‘d-l

Zliormatively FPeticres=o Forest

Lecwve Aberdeean.

irrive ploughing Corpartrent 197.

Lozve ploughing and rcturn to Aberdeen wiao
Junnottar Yoods,

Arrivc Asbcrdcaens

Iiap L)



FORESTRY COMMISSIONERS' TOUR — RORTH -EiST SOCOTLIND

89.30 a.m,

10,20 a.m.

Arrive 40.35 z.m.
Allow 10 minutes
for dismounting,
re—eniering and
talk ot C.19 & 20,

10.50 a,m.

11:1C a0,

11-25 Lalle

12,00 noen

DARNEIAY ESTATE — NORTI COHSERVANCY

Hedresdcy 25rd Juns 1954

Leave Inverness 9,30 o,m,
Arrive Earlsmill, Darmaway Sstote Offices,

Meet Mr. ¥umro, Factor, 2t Berlsmill
am without dismounting from 'bus
trovel by woy of Eerls=ill Drive

to Comportments 19 =nd 20.

S8ce on the woy between Earlsmiil
ond Compartments 19 and 20.

L Speorodic blows of large hardwoods
olong the drive.

8 DlNotural regeneration of hardwoods
along the drive,

C First plant=tion seen is of year
'46, Scots Pine and laroh.

D In =mall valley on left (east) of
rood Tsuga plantation of year '49.

bad

On left at Couperhill see Estote
Sovmill with spruce shingle rocf
now 259 years old,

F On right (west) Jones' Sowmill
cutiing blown timber.

G On both sides of rood plantations
of years '48, '49, 50,

H On right (west) see naotural
regeneration of larch,

Descend from "bus at 19/20. Ses townrds north-west -
douglas fir, planted in blow of
yeor '27,

See windblow of 500,000 cubis feet,
Re-enter "bus

Trawvel to River bonk, 3ee on way - noturel regeneration
of beech under porent trees. At

Lrrive ot Hiver bank the river bonk see in distonee
turning place. exst of river the Dornawny Sluie
woods now in proesss of being
Descend from 'bus, thinned,

Re—enter 'bus.

Travel by woy of south of
Castle and Teardie to
Findhorn Bridge.

Arrive Findhom Bridgs 12 noon,
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District Officer (I) Mr. B. J. G. Home
d " II) ¥Mr. R. G. Cathie

Hezod Forester in

= chorge ¥r. B. L. [diison
a8Bigiant Foresters Foreme
¥r, J. ¥r, d% Ecss
i « D. o P - ‘lﬁ 1L =
arega Stolement Steps
scquired Woodlznd 1617 ecres 4 Bead Forester
Flanted by F.C. 4622 aeres 2 Uoder Forestcrs
6239 zeres 2a =
Remz o plent -
F_ﬁﬂﬁfﬁa P 2038 Forest Horkers
8277 ¢ Meximuz 70
dgricultural & F.¥.5.'s Lo = Hinimu= 40
Unplantnoble and other 331 aversge 55
2057 " Houses - 1 Forester's house esnd
= 17 Cthers,

Farms cmounting to 365 aeres are moncged by Department of .grioulture for

Scotland.

Jpe Closs Distribution

1=10 y=ars 14-20 yecars

21-30 yeors Ji=40 years

over 40 years

4335 acs. 1535 oces.

626 acs.

653 zes. L2 acs.

The: woodlend cnd hill ground forming the forest once formed part of the
Gordon Costle Sstute, and is being cequired from the Comzissioners of Grown
Lends. In addition, Ordieguish, 340 acres, wns acouired from Seafield Est-tes
(formerly Ordiequish Forest), Hill of Mmd, 314 acres fyom Cluny Estate.

Further pequisitions cre in proeess of eompletion on Delfur and smaller

properties, ond ore indicoted on Map 3.

Plonting Programme

FalsH5 700 nmcres
F.I.56 523 acres
P.Y.5T 537 aores
F.T.58 278 ccres

This will be raised to 700 nores
per amum if Dolfur comes in.

i 8ix yeor thimming oycle is used.

The probzble orea is 3287 acres.

Dainnding Progromse

FQT-:)‘] & 52 4050 BeEs ﬂ?;ﬂmm- £t

FoI.53 Ril Nil

F.Y.5% 93 cos. 20,000 cu, ft.
F.I.55 385 cea, 94,000 cu. ft.
F-Y-SE 5\39 SCE. aﬂ,mﬂ cu, f£t.
F-I.r_s? m; ZCB. 1%,@ o, f£'t.
F.Y.58 257 zcs. 58,000 eu, ft.

Sivck
The growl rior to the gole wes estimnted os at 30.9.52. It stends now

after windblow arance with sllovonce
1328 oecres of meassurzble ticber.

for increment 2t 2,300,000 cu. £%t. on

loss due to the gele of 31.1.53 was 325,000 cu. ft. 2nd occurred oainly in

the older woods,.

This hes now been cleared. Sixty-eight aores require replanting,



re remcins on stock:-

£5,300 .

<

General Desoriphion ond Site

The Forest is situated on both sides of the River Spey along the last
6 miles of its course. It includes the platesux of Slorach Eill (747 £t.) am
Whiteash Hill (865 ft.).

The soils are moinly derived from o redsish deep till of 0.E.S. origin,
though there ore drifts of smmd =nd shingle on the los graund. At low lewvels,
gpart from the sand and shingle beds near Spey Bay, the soils are fertile, but
as we go up the hill they becose progressively poorer ond are heavily
podsolised. This is particulsrly so on Slorcchs ond Thitecsh where leaching is
very bad., This lond hos only grown scrub pine in the past, is frequently
woterlogged ard is only plantoble ofter deep cultivotion,

The climete is mild with 1ittle prolonged snow or frost, Sesz blast
affects the lover pine plontations. Rainfail is 28 to 29 inches per ammum,

Scots pine hns been planted everyéhere, is naturalised and of fair 4o
excellent form. The lower ground corries remnants of good osk, both mative
apd English, beech, elwm, sycomore and lims, There is = good wee of natural
birch. There is litile spruce apert from some areas of SS/SP mixture plented
by the Forestry Commission in F.Y.46, L7 ond LS and LS.

Fire Protection

The climate =nd situation render the forest = dongerous ons, and for that
recson it lheos been well supplied with roocds.

Though there ors meny slerms during spring ond surmmer, there has been no
serious loss from fire so far. |There are two fire towers on tie Forest, ecch
equipped with a G.P.0. telephone. The forest operates = fire aid unit.

Vermin

On the grea east of the Spey we are attempting robbit extemmination., 4
squed of six troppers ig employed. The Crosm Lends Comissioners perzit us to
kill en the form londs belonging to them. Robbits nre by no mecns extinet:
but in F.Y.52, 53 ond 54 2400 aores have been plented with the use of only
100 chains of temporary rabbit fencing,

Rabbit domege on these arses is wvery slight.
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1. “Zhitcgates {-h_nﬂi. Foeps Flantstion: The old ticber is the last
of she carly exteasive conifer plantings of thc Dukes of Gurdon and Richoond.
Fifisen scres werc blown in 1953, about 1,000 trocs containing 42,000 cu. %,
TeleBy The age is beluwecon 180 and 200 yoars. Tho pinc wes of gmi fors: and
gucaliiy and wes roalcd o secd stend. The bocch asong =nd svound ii;, though

rouzh, Tes sourd and whife, @ hopo for natursl rcgomeralion on tho bhosther
Eround, 54 10w good pinos racein.

fho bireh, whiehn is of fair guality on the lougromnd is under planted
SLh :!‘-'.'.."';Hﬂi‘___. To nething 32 necdod,

2« Zoopsiire Piontstion: Flanied on agr..m:lh.l ground in 19{7. _The =ite
is goos =& r-e.ls....._ beach. The first 1 g =8 in 1952 (34 seors) giving
The stending crop now is 2,500 cu. fi. por acre,
sl saaromont 200 cus Thas pmi:m..:f_frlt’j’ Clmss i. Ibe origin is
unlnown bui quelity is good. Eéing wer tisw stock it is probably local.
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ool Stand: Five asres have been n‘.;nl" "_J_I'I.I‘;_f: TO EOCOUTSEE CToWn
,.:m._uc-"-ar ard cope bearing. Zrior to The =21z 200 stecs were chosen for
ED’;‘-—. fU‘I'l._ ani a ﬂun-"l":r ’J.:_nﬂiﬂg iﬂ‘ﬂcl ZRo ¥ -..ML.. whas 720 cius BEs PET ZSCTCa
a furtber 330 cus. £t. wore blown in the 1953 gale. i stend now corTies
370 trecs per acre znd 1800 cue. PE. per acre. Thipning =i11 be resu—ed +
reduce stoos furtber.s Sycnoore is coning in and soue unierplanting with
boech has been Zonc.

-F '
A .:_JKI' Pork Coupartucnt 20h: :Flantcd 1917 8 2' 5" - 3t O® spacing. First
thinned 1952, Productivity Class 1. Tisl2 1,0;{'; cu. £L. per ncre.
Yrosent sur.u:'l_r;g voluce 2,000 cu.ft. par cere
= ””‘”} e 380 cu.f{. per nere

tion of (i) Fellins by chain s (Jobu Junior sﬁuﬁqw
“_\-‘_H_""‘—\-_ ﬂ‘L-"L.--I :Ll'.tg |J"— 1“".!'&. i
X *u‘ting by hﬂmﬁﬁ{uﬁumh.

{i“_f_ Heznor R|3|1 pt-B].e:r-

v I.-o:‘;:li.ng b7 H.I..... e {‘;‘ 2 trec of about 1 ton

wg

L. Zorkings: Soil orosion in (14 Red Sendefonc Srift - Lulidorg dreclach.
Flougiaing uplani heaths with tine plough or Cuthberison chassis,

Je =loroch's Cocmartosnt 81 Po53: Tlantins of Scots pine ani . japancse
larch on %ine ploushing. Road comstiruction.

The seveh boetusen extensive tine ;3.1:»1:::l hed uslans henth on Speyoouth,
sl Thi Lmtrr.ﬁ..' ground on Jelfur Sstate in procass of seguisition, The
planting of this type of ground was considores irpossible on grounis of
c:.rmr ure and soil cm_rl'.mns. Woric at "in:‘i’.ln:: sest on_si371-n1 forost
with cultivniion and tonuring has deronstmtcd ‘ot ploating is quite possible,
prcl r:mmm..ic;.

e eldef spocics uscd is Scofs pine of loccl origin, Japanesc larch as
a firc break, =ni lodgepolo pine to srovide shelior belis '.T.t_-ﬁ_-l the pl_:ztind
Zuropeon lnreh is planted at 15 £t. spocing in the pinc. There is soco
m:*.-l:'::amﬂ planting of becch and other hardtoods —einly in grouns of five.
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WINLELOWN TOODIL.NTS IN DEESIDE KD DORSIDE
IND PITFIETE FOESSTS — 5T CCORSERN. NCY

ALLICI T TERACH
Thursiay 2kih Juns 1055

During the drive up Deeside ond down Donsicée over 50 estates snd foresis

1l be seen. L comuentary on the 2states seem wlll o Zven during the

drive and a3 list of these esiates showing wlunes and location is given

overlezf, Two Forestry Comission forests will be visited, [litcziliecch

an: Pitfichie,



Visit o Teeside snd Donside ¥ imdbio=n Areas

i Nems of Sstate Zstimated =abimated :
RH:?. or Vol. Biown vﬂi'v; };_iﬁ;ag::ﬂ Hemarks
Noae FPorest Clia, The . Tt
1 Banchory Deveanick | 53,000 2k, 000
2 Blairs } 57,000 42,000
3 Kingecausie 236,000 138,000
L Einghill 23,000 28,000
5 Altries 25,000 11,000 .
6 Drum 210,000 127,000 Dedicaied
T Durris iouse 15,000 3,000
&} Durris 2,9,000 143,825 FeCe r1e2 %
g Park 8,000 8,000
10 Crathes (Nat. Trust) 696,000 280,000 Dedicated
11 Crathes 620,000 330,000 Dedicated
12 Tilquillie 113,000 90,000 Dedicated
= Bleckhall 16,000 6,482 FuCu Area
1l Cairnton 41,000 25,000
15 Yoodend 50,000 50, 000
16 Sluie 40, 000 28,000
17 Kincardine 708, 000 320, 000
18 Pallogie 1,648,000 834,000
19 Belfour o1,0C0 49,000 Dediceted
20 Deas 120,000 87,000 Dedicated
i) Birse 382,000 142,000
22 Glentanar 531,000 293,000 Approved Flan
23 Coull 12,000 12,000 Dejicated
2l Kinord & “boyne 279,000 131,000 Dedicated
25 Glentuick 200,000 95,000 Approved Flan
26 | Balmoral 953,000 550,000
27 A11%teailleach 000 217,638 F.C. Area
28 /Abergeldie 185,000 191,000
29 Invercauld 483,000 1 000 Jedicated
30 £lelack 314,000 170,000
31 Tillypronie 630,000 195, 000
32 J'ornasheen [ 16,000 14,476 F.C. Area
33 Candacraig 150, 000 120,000 Dedicated
3 Ldinglnseie 41,000 8, 000 Dedicated
35 Glenbuckat 90,000 20,000
36 Culguoich 9., 000 5,000
37 Glenkindie 31,000 15, 000
38 Kildrunmy 225,000 56,000
39 Clova 80, 000 77,000
L0 Ardhuncart 10,000 Nil .
&1 Littlevood 81,000 30,000
2 Whitehaugh 26,000 25,000 bt
43 Castla Forbes 350, 000 115,000 Dedicated
Ll Fitfichie 255,000 150,253 P.C. Arca
L5 Cluny 810,000 176,000 b
L5 Monymuslk 366,000 122,000
47 | Linton 45,000 13,000
L8 Castlc Fraser 257,000 55,000
L9 Dunecht 15300, 000 712,000
50 Countesswalls 83,000 82,462 Fule ArcE
51 ilazelhcad 103, 000 76,000 Fublic Park
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Distriet Officer - Hr. P. ¥. MeIntyre
Forcster=in—(Ch-yge — ¥r, D, Marnoch,.

Lrea Stotement Staff
Flantations 3526 ocres Forestsr ' 1
Remaining to planmt 191 ® (161 ccres windblow) FPoremen 2
_j? 7 Torkers 33
dgricultursl Jond 32 . Housing
Unplontoble -
41 Forester's House
383k acres 5 ¥orkers houses
== 3 Bented houses.

Planting Programne
Owing to the risk of weevil damoge replanting connot be resumed until 1957.

Thinning Programme

The yield for the 410 years 1953-62 wiil be 272,000 cu. £f. from 895 acres.
Yiindblow has caused o loss of 37,000 cu. fi. of thimnings. The cyele is thres
yeors,

Storm Domoge

Totzl domege mmounted to 425,600 cu. ft. The growing stock now stands ot
1’165,“}0 m.li ft‘

-

Genercl Deseription

The ondn block lies on the west slopes of Glenmuick, rising from gravel
terraces beside the Dee to the steep slopes of the Coyles of Muick. Thers zye
t7o oorked basins or shodlow glens. On the ecst side the lonZ at Pamnenden
is steep bubt higher up the glen,slopes at i11t on Righ ore gentler. There is
an outlying block on siteep ground cbove the Des at Inver, cverlooking the
Bolumorsl Wools,

The pltitude rises from 650=-700 feet at the Dee to 1800 feet at the Coyles
of Hll.iﬂko

The underlying rocks on the Coyles of Muick are serpentine which with
the hormeblend schist on the lower slopes gives rise to fertile drifts, even
over the adjoining micaceous gneiss and gronite, The grovels of the river
sides corry podsolised soils but the mojority of soils are brown, tending to
gleying end ispecded draincge in hollows.

Rednfall ds 33"-35". Snow falls between Jomery md April ond frosts
con be very severe on the low ground, Clinmnte approaches continentol ond
winters temd to be dry and severe, There is considershle shelter froc the
high hills of Lochnager ond the Codrngorms which mokes high level planting
possible on the good sails.

Risks cie not severe, PFire danger is not abmormnl ond Aurding the eorly
sumer there ore relotively few vizitors obout., Raobits wnd deer cre very
sbundent on the adjeining Royol Estates and hawve re—-invoded the forest after
the gols, They cre being vigorously repelled., Deer ore numerous on our
moyches in winter ond do some domage in young woods, They -re unfer control
however. Red sguirrels hove done much damage in the post and some shooting
is done. There is sporadic damoge froo black gome mmé blue hores,
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History

The Birkhall Woods were leased fro= the Boyal Bstcote in 1932 for 150 years.
In the same yoor 456 acres were feved from Invercands. Plonding of e bore
land in ecch area was completed in the early wor yeors, Har fellings ot
Birkhall were replonted by 1950.

Lfter the wor 107L acres of fElled woodlsn® st BPomnemich and dtonrez were
feued from Glenmilck oni plented by 1952.

The zequires woodlands of Birkhall were largely Scots pine, much of it
of good form intermixed with Europesn larch also of excellent quality with
some younger lots of Douglas fir an” Rorwsy sprucs. Plonting has contimued
with pine md larch, though some of the latter in pure blocks hes suffered
gie=back, IHybrid and Japenmese larch hos been useE fo 2 smoll extent and
Norwzy spruce has been extensively used on the moist scils of the bagins with
Sitka spruce on the higher slopes.

Scots pine, Buropeon larch end Norwsy spruce ars the wost suitsble species
but there is some ploce for Douglas fir, ond for the use of special conifers
for high level planting, Beech grows well on low ground and birch is natural
and thrives well.

aupe Class Distiribution

The Coamission is reguired under the Birkhsll feu to hand back ia 2082
plantetions extending to 1191 scres stonding on the ares where the plantotions
grew in 1932, Of thess; helf must be over 50 jears ond helf ynder 50 yezrs in
& belenced gradation of sge classes, The present situation is:-

1532 September 1353
0-10 yecrs 270 223
14-20 =® - 1057
24-40 " - 263
4160 ® 319 -
€1-30 =© L0 218
Over 50 years i _1e5
12 1356

Roods

There were 3.7 miles of roads in 1953. The totol plonned rood length will
be 26.4 miles or 434 ccres per mile of forest roacds.

Hot=s on Sto FPoints

1. ZPomnnonich Hill: Felled in 1939-45 war by Newfoundlond Forestry Corps.
heplonted between 1948 and 1950. The inaccessible rem~ins of the old crop
stond on the fringe of the Craigs of Ponncnich, Scots pine, Buropsan

and Japenesc lorch, Douglas fir and spruce for= the now orop.

2. Glenmiick: Poss saemill and proceed to Brockdlm, The Birkholl woods ore
seen across the glen., The clder pine woods carry o desiruble mixture of
Europesn larcn, There ore acquired wools of not very good Douglas fir., The
Corrie Bosin is seen behind, planted since the zcguisition with Norwoy end
Sitkn spruces, Scots pine on kmolls ord with potches of Jopensse and Hybrid
lorch, Lodgepole pine hos been used with spruces on the highest groumd,

3. Tombreck: The extent of the major windblow in 30 yecr oli SP/EL mixture
cen be seen across the glen, Tearly all pine is colenred, the larch is kept
back for loter disposzl. The undomoged pert of the wood lies in the lae of a
chenges of slope.
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L. Altonrea: To the lsft of the rocd was planted im 1950/51, larssly
with Norwzy and Sitke spruce, Scots pine =n° Europesn larch being ussé on
hayrd slopes. The top of the plantation is fenced cgzinst dser,

2+ ILinn of Muick: ILumch at the Linn, thersofter extroction of 120 yeor pine
and larch will be seen. Two elite loxrches hove survived,

Extraotion is by crawler and logzer of pole lengihs for conversion to
boateltin larch, shore poles ond lorge =illing timber.

Limited snd successful underplonting of Norasy spruce has cccurred.
There is some zdvance regencerchbion of larch and pine. It is hoped thet firther
regenaration will appesyr during the dsloy £r weewil to Jiscppear, though
broclken tands $o invade open glades oné to preclude regenerciion. The #wood
will be further thinned ang gradually replaced by interplanting of spruce,
pine ani larch.

6. Green Honi: ¥e pass the mojor blow, Larch remcins lying ond there is
2 consicerabls smount of short pine stiill to cut which has been sproyed with
D.D.T. in suspension to ocontrol bork beetle infestniion.

7. DBirkhell Ssvmill: This stends iooedistely behdnd Birkholl House cnd is
normelly closed when the Roydl Fomily is in resifence, Lt present it is
going full strength on conversicn of windblowm timber to battens, sleepers,
soym mining timber snd fencing materiel, The weekly output is between
3000-4000 cu. f't. smm, ond consumption of rouné logs is between 4500 and
6000 cu, ft. overbark. Nommally weekly ocutput is 1000 eu. £t. of fencing
and estate materdanl for our Conservancy needs. There is o hected tank
creosoling plant ong o carpenter's shop.

The gale domage elearing peosition is:-

Totzl to clsar 425,600 ou. ft.
Felled to 31.5.54 275,600 cu. ft.
Extracted to éate 251,600 cu. ft.
Stiil to extroot (95: B.L.) 24,000 cu. 2.
Sommill output 151,300 cu. ft. s&am
Transferred to soamill 171,300 cu. ft.
80ld os logs 34,300 cu, ft.
Sold as bottens & crowms 77,600 o, ft.
Consumed as posta 20,000 cu. ft.
Still to ecut 150,000 cu. ft.

8. Dalliefoure Jood: 22 acres of Scots pine an’ Burcpean lareh 140 years
oli hove been succeéssfully regeneruted on the terrace gravels.

1940 Lpril=October: Seeding felling.

1942 Seedlings gppecred in numbsrs. 7 se=el trees
per acre blowm.

1953 Selected seed trees marked to remcin for some
years = 33 trees - 1.5 per core blowm.

The unmorked trees will be cut os scon s the windblown timber is
cleared,
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District Officer - i, ¥. F. French
Forester = X¥r, Ca IicDowall
Flanted to F;Y.5h 2,832 sores
In hand to plant . =
Unplantablis 726 ™
Aomiculturs] 1370 =
Fursery R
5;227 =mcres

This forest together with Corronnie (1513.5 scres) and Tilliefoure
(4576.0 2cres) forms = considsrsbls forcst ores on the slopes of the granite
hills from Jennechie to Corrennie Forost.

The 1snd is mostly old woodland, planted by the improving Iesirds, snd the
poorer higher soils sbovo, Flantins storted in 1027 when part of fidmer
Forest, passing to Kemney in 1934 and to Pitfichic in 1845 when +he ==in
block wea ceguired from lonymusk. The low forms aro now mencged by Department
of Agriculture for Scotland. Blevetion veriss from 350 in the Tont Glen to
1460" on Ceirn Willism though planting ceases zbout 1000' at prosent. Aspect
is meinly easterly, oxposure is considersble on the higher ground =nd the
forest 1s on the edge of o region whore Scots pine suffers from blast. Slopes
arc Peirly steep. The soils sre meinly drifis over grenits, verying from a
shellow skin over rock slabs to deep fertile losms in basins., Huch is shallow
gritty loem, scid but not heevily podsolised. Hooting is rostricted by the
compact subsoil.

Avergge reinfall is 30"=35", snow doas not lie long cnd the elimate is
not scverd.

The formar ywodlands were femous for good larch which wes growm mixed
with Scots pina,

Robbits nre mumerous on our nsrches, znd roo deer ere plontiful. Fire
risk is not grest. A Pire Aid Unit is meintained serving five edjoining
Forosta.

Scots pine hes boen the main species planted but 2 considerable zmount of
Sitks has boen mixod with it. Recent planting has besn chiefly of Scots pine,
with European lsrch mixed in when evailsble, with Japancse larch cn high
ground and with Sitke Sporuec and Lodgepole pine in exposed sress. Norway
spruge is much used in flushes.

Floughing has besn more generally uscd on Corrennie and Tilliefours then
on the siceper slopes of Pitfichie. Rocks have beon too plentiful for
extensive ploughing until the development of the tine plough vhich penetrates
the induratod glaciel till and which is strong enough to withstsnd small
boulders.

One stop will be mado at the forest office to sec the cxtensive z=le
demage in the thriving pole crops of the early plenting in the Ton Glen.
Douglaa fir has slmost entirely blowm, end Sitke and Norwey spruces hsve
suffersd breakoge es much as uprooting. The scquircd Socts pine plantation
(60 years 01d) wns completely wiped out snd small 25 year old pine on the
Tidge was bedly knocked sbout by wet snow. The gquantity felled up to
oth Jung is:=-

68,943 cu.ft. Scots pine
T S Buropesn lexch
62,105 " Douglas fir
5?’1& " Sitka Emm
Forany spruce, mninly Norwey spruce.
\  Total 195,311 cu.f't, Q.G.0.3,

T?‘IGI'B 15 Stﬂl Eﬂ,ﬁm Eﬂ.-ﬁ. to be cut‘.

B © o I
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Producc has becn disposcd at rosdside to o locsl merchant who sbondoned
z stending thinning pwrchese, but lately 40,271 cu.ft. of Vclsh props have
becn dospatched; m=inly by sca. The disposal of legs has not Deen easy
but £ sale has how been arrangad.

Prices are:r—

Pitwwod Ofher conifors 1/11% por cu.ft. lerch 2/3 per cu.fi. T.0.B. F0.T.

Crovn Yood " R AR n o o/5 = " - S
15 1wood 2/5 " n n 33 = ] " "
Boxwood (recent sale) 2/85 ¢ n n

3=
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IRUNTOCHTY (R FETTERESS0 FOESSTS — EiST  CONSERVIHCY

Frida th Juns 19

DHIETOCHTY SOR=ST Ses B

¥r. G. &i. Dey — District Officer GCrade I
Er. 7. Michon=alid — Hezd Forester

2CIes
Flanted to date Planting Programme F.Y.55 350 scres
including F.1.54 2715 - Thinning Programe F.X.54 350 acres
Acquired pilantations 275 (90,000 cu.ft)
Remzining to plant L7386 Kumber of workers at date 30
Agriculturai & F.9.H. 610 Humber of houses 8
Other 15
9998

Genersl Description

Drumtechiy Forest lies in mc.sr:ﬁneahirc, some 11 miles Scuth Test of
Stonshaven, on the southemm slopes of the —rr..mglm range. 1t faces seaward
across the rich agricaliursl basin knowm as the Howe o' ibs Meams.

The forest forus one compoact block comprised of two distinct sections,
There are firsdly the origincd Drumbochty acquisitions of 3340 acres, murchased
in 1926 =nd 1928 ond planted between 1927-37; secondly Glenfarquhar section
of 6658 acres, wirich wos soquired in 1955 ond is currently being plented, By
the purchase of Glepforouhsy, Drumbochiy and Fetieresso Porests hove been
made contiguous,

This forest is sei mmong hills. Elevation renges fyom L00' to 15007,
41l nspects occur but 2= genersily South East fo South FJest. Slopes are
moderate to steep, flattening off ot the higher silsvations.

The Highland Boundayy Pamlt passes through the forest in a North East/
South West direction., To the north of the 2mlt cre schistose rocks, the
Aitered Grits, vhich have given rise fo dry =oils of moderzcte fertility.

To the south of the fault sre conglomercte ond sandstone of the Lower 0ld Eed
Scndstone series, Here soils cre extremely vardcble ond chonge ropidly from
clmost impermecble conglomerate to heovy clays ond to light sond. Huch of the
area hos been montled by glacial drift which has become compacted and
podsolised on the fiatter hill tops.

The annual reinfall is 35", The winters, olthough less severe then
farther inlend, sre foirly rigorous ond snosfells are freguent ond sometimes
heavy, TFrevailing winds sre South Jest ond exposure in tods direction is
severe oi the higher levels, (-

Risks

Fire risic 18 not high ond vermin constitude tie grestest donger, Robbits
arc extremely mimsyous on the ferms adjoininc aond the forest mergins need
oonmstant tropping to keep the mumbers dowm, Roe deer are also far too
plentiful snd one tropper is employed clmost Mull time agoinst these. Yhite
heres ond bloeckgoms on occasion onuise considerchbls damage.

History of iths FPlentotions

The formers owners of Drumtochty wers the G:.:.c.e :ﬂily amd the l=st
member to live there was Sir Sa.dmy Gomme il who corried out much experimental
plenting on the sstate. It is believed thst b_f 1316, n:ust of the lower

—16-
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slopes on both sides of ths Glen below ths 800' contour were well wooded.

4% the Hioe of =cguisition in 1526, cnly 235 =cres of woods reirinsd stonding
and that &rea bos now been reduced fo ander 200 acres. Most comoon conifers
cnd & fow hargwoods such &s beech and sycocoors =ere iried here =nd grew well
with ths excepiion of Scots pine which irsdition claoins =il net thrive at
Druntochiy. It is true that the Coomission's own plonting of Scofs pine
hove not fored munch betier but these sand post Feilnrez eore core likely o

be Gue to unsuitable races of pine rather then to any inherent unsuitcbilily
of the ground.

Since the Comnissicn begen planiing in 1927, the ploniing 1imdt hos been
pushed higher up the hill to 1000'-1100' whilst expericentsl pilot plots
have been estoblishes gos high as 1250'. Planting wns virtually coopleted
on ths msin block by 1937 before the era of ploughing ond the develoment
of the plontaiions on the upper exposed bheother clad slopes and ricges wWas
very pelchy being confined to the fiushes.

In the old wooclond areas below the 800" contour shere site conditions
were gool, the choice of species was very ouch easier. Larches precdomonated -
Burcopean lorch, Jspensse Lorch and Hybrid lerch were all extensively used -
but Norwcy spruce anc Sitke spruce were wicdely plontel on the coister zites ond
e Lmited coount of Douglas fir, ibies grandis snéd Lbdies procera on rich but
driexr ground. Very little hordwood planting wos done mmd it is now felt tant
much more of the richer lower slopes should hawve been planteld with oak and beech.

apert from pure plontings, vorious mixtures were {ried. That sost
extensively appliec was the single line mixture of Jopenese lorch ond Sitkn
spruce, I+t was originated by Mr. D. H. Bird, the Distwict Officer ot the
#ize. The purpose of this mixture was tc produce an ecrly return from the
sale of Jopenese larch lsaving the Sitks spruce planty of rocz to grow on fo
the finzl ciop. Unfortunctely in zimost every cose, the Jopenese larch hes
suppressed the Sitke spruce = the result hos been rather open and rough
atends of Jopemsse loxch, Thw results woull hove been very &ifferent hod He
mixture bsen planted in eltemcts rows of three instead of in single lines
cbout,

Underplanting has clso been corrisd out cn o large scels, Over 160 acres
of occguires Buropean lerch which showed signs of die—back were heavily crowm
thinned and undarplonied with a verdety of shode bearers including Douglos
fir, Tsugs hetsrophylla, Thuyce plicata, ibies species and Cryploceria
Jeponica, |[This work wos corried out beteeen 1930 ond 1935 € in 1946 end
1249 further thinnings Wwere mads to the overwsood,

Thinning ond Produce

The present thisning plen wos drosm uo in 1952 based om a 5 year thinning
ocycle for &1l species., The severe gals donrcge of Jaomwery 1955 bos oocasioned
soce interference to t® plon but the owverage progreo—e over the 10 years
period of the plen will bs 350 oores (90,000 cu.ft.) per ammu=. By 1960 it is
egtimeted that the snnusl progremse will be KO zcres (100,000 cu.ft.).

There is a single bench sawmmill ¢ i= working entirely on blown timber.
Fence motericls ond sewn mining tismber =mg the chief conversions. Pit props
have clso been prepared but to moke the wost of the avsilabls lebour much
of the thinnings will be sold in the length zs tomoge pitwood, It is c=lso-
intenced to sell thimnings stonding once the bon on f=se hes besen lifted.

Rood
Toe: forest is nowwell rocded with 25 miles of adl weother omd fadir

weethey ropis. Hool moking ond meintenonce on this forest ore not
éxpensive.
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Ire So Lo Dey - District Officer Grade I
i, I, nderson - Foroster CGrade I

LZeres
Planted io date Plantine Programme F.1.55 350 acres
ineludins F.I.5h 3702 Thinning Programme F.I.5 negligible
seonired plantations 223 Homber of workers st d=te 30
Remeinins to plant 282 liuzmber of houscs <
Agricuoltura]l & ¥, .Ha 15 Hiumbor of F.lde. 2
Nurszery 8
Unplantzble 21235
Other 340
6772

Geners]l Deseripticn

Tho forest is situsted ip the parishes of Glonbervic ond Pettorcsso in the
counts of Rincaidineshirc. A% its necarcst the main bleck of 8,000 acros is
L miles st of Stoncleven bub there arc seversl =0ll cutliers mearcr the tomn.

Thoe main block ecovers both sides of the Covie Tefer valley in its upper
roachos ani crosses 2 line of low but exposed hills toverds the walley of the
Carron -ater in tho south. The outlyinz scciions, which were previously part
of Dumnotiar Sstote, are sot in matrices of agricultural land on the south side
of the Carron cier wallcy.

“ho clevation vardes from L00' clong the voiisr of the Cowie “ater to
1200' on the wastern bounfary. There is comeo .-nczl“ litile shoiter from
the mrowvailing south west irind,

The annual r=infell is fron 30" in cast Lo 35° on ihe scstorn boundary,
Thc whole arca is subjoot o soweru frosis and hoowy 5310"!;'&01135 usually frow
the east or norih-cost, In spring and esrly 5‘.!13:;.‘-‘"“ drying winds 2rxo trouble-
EO0M.

The roels to thoe north and ~west aro granites but over most of tho area
mica schists prodowdinate. The Dumnotiar section is (ld Rod Sandstone, « deep
doposil of glmeinl drift, cxtremely variabic in constifucnts and texture,
overlics thc Sondstonc, the mica schist and the laws slopes of the granite.

Soils are also wrisbles. There gre licdted sreas in thoe valiceys of
fortile brovm carth. Ovor much of the cree there is 1iitile deep peat and the
glaciel drift oocurs within = for inches of the surfacec, Leaching is comon
and thorc is frocuontly pen. ZElscwhere, blankot bog wita poas to o depth
of 5% iz Tound, (f

Hisis

“he risik from fire is at prescent m&u tc but 731l increossc as the
plantetions av ¢xtondoed. The chiof dang _s from fircs axrising on neighbour-
ing land, Rabbits, white hares, roc -iﬁar ._'1.1 blackgare are 21l sumerous in
tho locelit= and constnat wvigilonce is requiroed to koop these in check,

History of the Ilantations

The accuired plontotions in the main block were chicfly Norwey sprucc and
Sitks spruce planted on tnc richer lover slopes, A4s rdght bo expected, these
hove grom swell. The Dunnottar scetion hne carricd in the past somo cxpellent
hardwoods chicfl: beoech, snl scoaticred orime conifers. Izt of' these Toods
sre 5631l standing but only the solum 1= ccguired. Theso voods Jawe come to
be rogorded =z nart of the ameniiics of the Somn of STonehnwun apd as they are
cleared ove boing replantel principally with hawdwoods according to an cpproved
plan.

=
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~ HNonc of the zequired woods has given any neintcrs as o how the difficult
sites which comprisc the bulk of the nren shouls be zfforcstci. The chief
Toctors vhich wilitate ageinst successful cstoblishont args—

(i) The close cven blanke: of pure collums wikch is typicsl of
mech of t‘ﬂi'c O30 s

(ii) Tho scnled moture of 4he sorfecc resnliing fron long years
of grezing ond burning.

(iii) The compaction of the soil and the prosence of thick pan
over wmch of the forest.

(iv) The depth of acorphous peat vhich is of corron OCCUITCNEC

(v) The exposurc, not only from the south wost, but zlso in
. ceny ploces fron the North Sca which 1ivd$s the uscful-
noss of Scots pine.

Tt sas roplised froo the outset that sfforesintion nt Fettercaso would
not bo easy ond the first plantings, which commenced in 1946, vere on o small
scales 3By the use of pilot plots, observetions rmeds in existing plantations
under sizilar conditions ot Drustochiy and expericncc ghined in site
properation on oony arcas, it becamo obvious thet ploughing, coupled idth a
cereful choicu of specics, would be the koy to succcss. 2 certain arount
of mmuring with phosphete was also 1ikely to prove necessary.

Onco the Uypo of ploughing had been decided upon, the rate of planting
was groaily increased to onmual prograrmes of 500 neres. Tao m=in types of
plough have boon used cecording %o the site. The Cuthbertson plough is used
in tho doop pents 1o promote drainage and tinc ploushs on the hard compacted
soils to gimiier ihs pan ond stir up ond acrotc ihe subsoil. " horover
possible, ploughing is on the coantour sni ai 5' spacing.

a8 at Drurbochiy, considerable usc hns bocn oade of wixbures. Juch of
tho ealluns Heat land has bocn planted with Silka spruce/Scods pine, the Scots
pinc beoing xeplaced b Pinus contort~ at the higher levels and on the more
diffieult pocts. Somc lormmy spruce has been sl-nta! purc on the richer
grass and masa flushes and in adsdxtore 7ith Scots sinc vhere there is some
heathor. Sitin spruce has clso boon planicd pure in fortile flushes ot the
l'ligh':r lavels,

On the stecper slopes ideh it is aot possible o plough, Scots pinc has
beon planted on the less cxposed samiy driff, Jewonesc larch or Hybrdid larch
where tho soil is lhoxder with much schistosc material, On similsr sitas near
the planting 1imd%, Pinus contorte ant iountain pine hawve boon used,

On the rich grass and bracken slopes, where the soil is of the brosm
carth typo and which ave well sholiered, Dougles fir and sinilarly exncting
coniffors and LurZioods such as onk, bcfEn and sycazore heve beon introduced,

. Zho plenting 1imit varios vith aspect, being as low as 00 on wost facing
slopos 2nd as high as 900" wherc thore is loesl shelfer. Once the plantations
ot Thosc lowels have becore establishod and closed conopy, it is 1ikoly thot the
upper 1imit oy be safoly pushod higher up tho slope.

siadnning and “roducce

“hinaing has token place in much of the acquired woods (largely Norwmy
spruce) and some of the Sithke spruce has boen thinnod twice. In mony cases
establishnent oz been petchy bub by 7,1.56 the wholc of tho scouired
plontations <A1l hove beon vorked throughs. Ower the next 10 yenrs production
will not oxeecd 5,500 cu.ft. poer annur. chiefly pitswod and pulpvood,

."1\
S

Hoads

There oxro 15 miles of preplenting and fire protection roeds, These a:w
painly faimmather only, being bulldozed and groded with no surfacing .:Eﬁmﬂnl
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