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Speymouth Forest

4. Goneral Review
A good growth season has been the outcome of some very
peculiar weathers
The number

has been h:l.gh“ fo Fﬂ - —- ’E&'m'“fum Fu—
| as as four, a fair average we
In one area the ap, lication of manure to newly planted C.)s hus
\ formed a growth of grass so strong that it has already cost us some
[ plents in spite of numercus weedingse This will reuuire an additional
plant derand for B/U to prevent the losas of cne year and the longer
econtinunation of weodings
Fire protection measures have been required only sporadically due
%o the dull, cold and sometimes wet summers
Helicopter spraying was carried out in an effort to kill off all
serub on two areas - one of 30 mcres and ome of 1045 acress The chem-
| ieal used was 2«.-5-T at 4 pinte to 2 galls. water per acre on the
30 acre area, on rhin,bmm bireh and alder with a scattering of ash
coppices Everytiing was led except the Ashe On the 10,5 acre area
the rate of spray was 5 pinta of 2-=5-T t0 12 galls, water jer acre.
The wecds were similopr and the results the same.
101 acres were planted on wecdy type areas which will require a
lot of attention in F.Y. 63.
The initial survey of the forest has been coupleted and the sube
compartmenting is in hande.

By The ¥car's Work
2 Totsl Estimate was - - - - 821,115
8peymouth Expenditure - - -_£18,087
Underspent by - - - -_£ 3,028
Progress Reort Part L4 - - - 8 4,550

_Brush Burpning w.s overspent by £6,7. This wue the clearing up of
blown spruce arcas during very lad we:ther conditions.

floughing was underspent by £75. This wos sgattered areas and ve were
able to move the mochine oupselves tlercby losing proetically
no time.

Flonting wes underspent by £187. Mostly due to good ploughings

underspent £267. This was left to help cover an overspend-
Braing Do ing d%fﬂ dluinl rejaire mostly duve to windblow.

Weeding underspent by £2378. Just insufficient labour to cope with grass
weedingss Thece are still going one

High Pruning unders tz&&!ﬂ. I wonuld have been bettor advised had I
: done tr pruning rather then the burning of brush in

item (1) aboves
Fences Hew underspent 21 This was saved for fence repairs which
ended up nﬁ.’rlplﬂ.w £168 due to the need for rejairs to
farm fences which were unestimated for.
Beating Up  We spent an additional 2162 here firming up windblown plants

Fire Protection A saving of £562 which isn't much when cne considers the
| -uthuf‘n dealt with only 4 fires and had no damage,
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1e Pizauce (eontd.)

t A saving of £426 was made Ly useing trappers for cther

WO r seemed justifieds

Rabbite destroyed = 470

Hares - 197

Roe Deer - 11

Foxes - zg

Fox Cuba -

Figeons - 84

Hoocded Crows - 22

m%&tlndmmt by £49% The man who was doing this work left
Job and I have just recently got the surveying re-starteds

Cone Kiln We extracted 4,930 bushels and produced 1,050 1bs,6 ozs. of
?5%. Betveen collection and extraction'we are overspent by
]

Qone Collectiom We collected 1074 bushels of coness

Organisation is based on time-work with a Head Forecter, a Forester,
and Five Gangers, one of whom is in charge of Lthe trapping teams

Labour conaists of 5 ere
14 & 1 workman
L4 Grade 11 workmen
4 trappers
2 lorry Drivers
2 Boyse
1 Porest Clerkess
1 Du0.'® Clerkess
{1 D.0s's Cleaner

During the winter months from 26-30 saluon fishers are employed, all
except one being Grade 111,

At 30th September, 1968 Mesars R the recognised resident
timber nerchant,hsd 11 men working in the forest.

The new Forest To.ls Instructor held a course of instructiong
vn ing during the season. Flanting 8top ed toc soon afterwards to
make a proper judgement of results..

3s Develoments in Teohnique I can't think of @ thingd
4. Secd Goliecction From the 2 Secd Stands we collested 90 Lushels of

8eFe cONnes,

Prom SBeed Stand thinnings we colledld 59% buchels of

3¢ Fs GONESs

Prom the Forest generally we collected 925 bushels.

Total Collection was 1074, bushels st an average cocst

of 14/7 ver bushels

Thereyisc a limited quantity of ecnes available for
collection but since 15 bushels are rejuired from
Seed Stands for P,Ye 63 this is of no conse, uonce.

We should be comsider the question of collecting and
supply nurseries like Ben Reid's of Aberdeen.
Collection eould be done by forest staff in their own
time and @ suitable price per bushel sgreeds This methed
of working would give us, eventually, complete contrel
of our own conesSs /



PeliDy Uly LG8, and 49 8.8./8.Ps mixtures mentioned in F.Y. 61
report are definitely progressing.

The 8.8, abmost everywhere are showing better colour and inereas-
ing leader growth.The exceptions are in some parte where 85.85.
has been planted pure in heather and these are etill firmly in
checks A deeision as to whether we should spray the heather and
kill 1t, or add a 50 mixture of isCe Sshould be made scon. Hone-
the less the overall picture here is very encouragings

4 gt
ee of drains at Aultash has been badly upset by recurrent

windblow and the fact that Messrs Jonee were working all the area
all the time and never seemed to finish anything. We have now got
rid of this firm and the end of next year should show an improve-
ment. Weeding of groups andplanted up blown arcas ig posing quite
a problem. The beot approach so far is to allocate a limited
number of these arcas to a small squad and weed in rotations

4s1) S,
} e en a considerable fall off in tl=+ blowing over of young

erops of S.F, and Fe.0s I believe that miaen thuis first star

that all factors must have been eritieal at the same time. Recent

evidence, from a student doing his thesis,shows that root develop-
ment in 8,/ on Slorach's Hill hae increased greatly since similar
investigations were mde 3 years ago. Roots which were then practe
ically confined to one furrow are now spread in all direfions over
as much as 3 furrows. Thia is insufficient for »nything other than
a guide, but it is encouraginge

1s9) Fteen LIty
year hnas such ‘hat someone is almost bound to be caught

upswares if this autumm becomes dry, Little or no Mm has
been re uired.

lioney has been spent on routine protection measures mostlye
Vermin Control hos been normal with the cceasional pocket of rabbils
appearings

No myxomatosis ie in evidence at presents

A heavy attask on Roe Decr is now a must.

I was under the ﬂoﬁuiﬂlﬂ impressiongd that the new control system
was te be intreodu when one of my trappers returned from a course
ou this subject, but the necessary eiuipment is nct forthoo and
the old-fashioned shot-gun will have to be used and to good affectl.

rat a ract
hnrhonda by Fele 1035 Cue fte
Hardwoods by lMerchants 3680 Cu. fte e
L3715 Cu.fts
Conifers by F.Ce Cusfts
Conifers bty Merchants u
5?:?75 Cusfte

Ihim Hardwoods by F.Ce NIL

Hardwoods By Merchants
Conifers by F.Cs NIL

Conifers by Merchanta 33, Y4BT Cue fte
GRAND TOTAL  _97,978 Quafte




Zs Eroduction (eontds)
Gale damage has not been on any large scale since Septcmber "61

have been a large number of small amounts of damage causing us fo
make numerous additions to sales.

Frodiuc

Therefis only

 of
one merchant here Messrss Riddocns
cne

There jis only method of selling, Standing Salese
There are no new outlets.
8. Roads & Bridges
Expenditure under 2400, Nothing to report.
. 9 Mechenjcal Equipment

Ko new equipment has been issued since last year. The faults in
the Jo-bu brush saw described in last year's report are still evident,
The Sest of & Fire injectot instead of a normal sparking plug, alse
menticned in lsst year's report, ended with the decision that there
was no worthwhile gain in nt-uaing avers
Maintenance of all types of machincry is done on a recorded
aystem so that nothing is missed outs Repairs which can be done
loeally are carried out by the Mobile Mechanie or, in his absence
at the local garage. All major jobs are sent to Blackhall by the
Mobile ¢, and the lesser jobe are dealt with in }jis loecal
repair Iurknhu)i.

ﬁ lm of all compartment boundaries has been completed and
working maps have been recei from Conservangy O0ffices The sub- compart
menting of the forest ia mow under w ul:lng the new maps and the new com-
partment numbers where they were l{pﬁ.ﬂ. It is hoped to complete the ;
survey of sll timber areas lﬂ'.‘.ﬂi he non- ing seascn and, by the end «
FoYe 63, to have the whole forest complet
Proper stock maps can then be produced,

ormission probably employ more local labour than any
i"Fochabers, There are bAgger employers of labour, but

mach of it is imported daily into 'he village from surrcunding towns.

The Commissions influence therefore, is quite :R'ong locallye

The relationship between forestry and farming amicables

The status of F,C. atarff is above average. Many of the local inhabitants

8till remember the days Jf the Dukes of Go and the same system was

fostered for a long t(ime by the Crewn Lanis office here, so that ne who

appears tc hove more than crdinary authority is treated with great respect

The younger generation may well alter all this in the next few years.

I'm wondering what I shall write here next yecar on this subjeoct,

15s Feﬂ IE%‘EP!
eve on some hill farme adjoining the forest where subsoiling

and subsequent vertieal drainage has taken place, the water is fimding =
new level from which to on the surface causing, in at least one case,
insurmountable draining problems for the farvers I have been shot down in
flames by some sejjpe officers for this ome, but I still consider it to be
true.

We are losing land daily from piver erosion particularly in the Aultdeary
burn region where it joins the River S,eys Gully ercsion is still quite
active over the forest =nd will continue to be so until the present tree
erop is well established. Forest roads and fire traces on the hills would
quickly become gullies if they were left to tiemsdlves for n few years.






