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Tunnaghy 17 17
Saughwells A2 S Sl
59 acs. 6 acs, €5 aoce
Zisposals
Fil (Traasier to Aultmors Forest to be shown in F.Y, 60,)
Exegsat Foaition
Flantations
segudred 23138 ace.
F.le planted 7
Total 9,406
Bare Plantable 1,792
Agrioiliumad
F.C, 28 ncse
DeOuheBe 337 " 365
Unplantable & Other  _ 897
Porest Total 12,466 sores,
Xear's Nork

saow and ice with loag travelling distances causing loss of time
all contributed to higher costs in planting,

was carried out amidst deep snow, with hard frost, since
there was 1ittle else which could be done. Costs were therefore high.
It was also found that the estimated chainage of drains required was very

:

The all absorbing item throughout the very dry summer was Pire
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formation would otherwise be good quality S.P,
The maricing of thinnings in Aulthash section which was %o have boem

completed in Aagust will not mow be completel until late OJotober. The
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of a Forester on sick leave and the
transgfer of an Assistant lforester $o Glenlivet, The replacemeat of
the Assistant Porester by a Forester from Glealivet did mothing to ease
the position ringe his fulletims was speat taiking over Aultmore forest.
This is slmply ca explanation of why the estimated mte was so far out.
Say Payuents

101 = Sorub clearing was overspent by £272 ( & bad underestimte

stoap alopes), Buming was cvérspeat but the cost was less per acre
than was esti-nted, Adwntage was taken of the good conditions to bumm
some of the future »lanting areas.

Afo. 105, = Plaating and mamnring - overspent by £540 = steep slopes
in gullies with long trevelling distances contributed to this. Ia

manuring an effort was made $o scrape the manure into the soil around the
plants, It coet woney and I &m now told that it.1is no longer nocessarys

Afe. 110 = Dreins new = lHsavily under-estimated for quantity = being
overspent by £1,192 of which £505 was saved from drains repaire

ifos 112 « Fences new = overspent by &43 mainly caused by acquisition
obligations.

Afe. 130 Beating up = overspsat by £312, A great deal of turfing
was pecensary for this operation, much of it unsstimmted for,

Afce 13, = Wesding = Overspent by £1,911, This was the overlasting
whina which (we now plan to treat with "Spontox'. Uouble whin ;
woeding was needed on some of the previous year's beating-up areas.

Ace 160 = Fire Protection - Overspeat by &,245 - the weather
explains,

Afce 165 = Other Protection = Underspeat by £l,186 - trappers used
to a fair extent on fire protection.

Net overspending is £1,9u9.
Honey spent on other forests - loans of labour &go. £2,707.

Lemal Supcryigion
G,.S. Stewart Forester
2.0, Mackintosh "

Recently treasferred to Glenlivet - L.C. MoCallum Assistant Forester.
Staff at end of year - 1 Hesd Farester

2 Foresters adsquate for work
in hand,
po—
Summor staff 56
Winter staff 7"

Gangers / 3
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Bo;u IIx L; (includes 29 fishermen)
Clerkessss 2 funli.ﬂu Distriet office)
Cleansrs 1 (District office) °

The labour comsitment on this forest must now begin to go down in
ordsar to bring it to reasonable levels by the eni of two years, The
future planting programme is 150 acres, per year following this year's
28I, agres, VYhin weeding may come under control more quickly than was
expected if, us is suggested, "Spoatox' can be used fairly freely
amongst conifers without bharme 'We shall know the answer o this
qestion by carly Spring and if <he the answer is fawvourable next year
may be decisiwve in the control of whins.

Forgst oporations

Serub clearing - estimte B0 acs. 9 95/= Actual 80 acs. @ 160/~
Wishful thinking for & steep slope.

Heather Buming = Lstimate 252,5 acs. @ 10/= = Actusl 696 acs. 8 &/=
I took advantage of good burning conditions to clear
the my for future work.

Ploughing = Sstimate 282,5 acs. * 25/5 - Actual 350 acs. 9 19/4
Part of this extra ploughing was planted but the weather really
permittel the extra o be done for future planting. 14 aos.
were done on contract.

Plan « Estimate 303 acs, @ 77/5 = Actual 337.5 scs. @ 95/8 per ac.
2 Wost too high for maay reasons but wust be brought doWme. 50

Manuring = Sstimate 303 nos, @ 20/= - Actual 337.5 ses. @ 23/8 per ac.
' is high through spresding and serepiag the manure
soil for beiter results. I am iastructed to stop
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was required, The quality of the Trains was not too
the ammven surfage of the peat.
Hand - Bstimte 945 chs, 9 15/3 = Actual 2076 @Nged 19/4
Irregular surface caused more dreins to be reguired
than was at first thought ascessary,

Fenoez {New) = Estimte 55 chs. @ 20/= = Actual 87.5 chs. & 20/8 (Stock) -
and L cha, ® 9/4 (Tewporary group femcing)
Ve are at the beck and call of Crown Lands for boundary
fences but wost of this was dbe to @cquisition obligations.

Beating=up = Bstimate 164m & 57/= - Actual 180m @ 80/= per ths.

Teading = Bstimte 905 ags. @ 74/= - Actusl 1307 acs. @ 8Q/= per ag.
Persistent whin growth, Two arwas requirei weeding twioe.

mm(w-mmhaﬂsﬁﬂszEMEEch-'ﬂ/-ﬁrﬁ-
Only the very worst drains were done = an attempt
having been mic toasave wmum
for Drains (New), :“ '

Pencing (Unkeep) = SBstimate 191 chs. @ 15/2 - Actual 32 chs. O /3
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Estimite £1320 - Actual £2,565

Frotection Other Estimete £2,935 - Actual £1,7.9
Irappers used n fire protaction.

have died from drought. PFlanting commenced 23/11/58 and completed
2L/5/59. Preparation was mostly Cuthbertsom ploughing on peat with
some of the dreining done by plough &nd the rest by hand, Flanting was
mostly éa top of the turf, Age of plants used was 1+l and 241,
Regensration is not too successful here.

Ergvious Year's plantations

(a) Beating-up is mormal for this area but requirements fluctuate
due to droughts, wole attacks &g,

{(b) Veeoding is exsessive and is likely to remcis so for around another
two years, OSpontox spraying of whins must help in the future.

Clearing and brashing are wminor goperations at present on this
forests Pruning to 20=-22 feet on good quality Scots pine is being
done, 1he aim is S,P., free from Black knots.

(e) Frogress in establishment of plantations. Whin weeding still
causes many plantations, which would otherwise be classed as
established to be left out.

(d) Thinning progress is being maintained according to plan with the
of the proposed sale at Aulthash which is likely to be
% montha late,

%

The main consideration is as followsi=

To establish and mintain & woodland condition oa the preseat poor
sites awmilable i us. This we are doing by using P.C. on the poorer
areas ani in order to get the best produstion which the low fertility
will permit., e are mixing 200 P.C, per acre in some
and in others, in groupe of five, In P,Y, 60 groups will
mized in the line 2 x 2 8.8. P.C, at 7 groups of 10 8.3, per acre

mtrix of P.C. on the better peats., I believe wore 5,8, could
growa in mixture with P.C. on & short rotation orop, but insufficient
conclusiew evidence is available.
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Hone was reguired and very little would heve been awilable, For
F.Y. 60 again very little is available and we have been instructed to
colleot 200 bushels 8.P.

[T
Forty nine smmll railwey fires were dealt with. Costs have been very
high having inoreased approximmtely 150° over the previous year,
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Cost in F.Y. 58 2/} por m
Coat in P.X. 59 5/54 per sore.

Recommendationsi= The fire protection resources of Aultmore, Hosarle,
Teindland, Lossie and Speymouth should be pooled and worked from one
gontrol centre, This wouldl give Foresters definite duty weekends
which would be known in advance,

Since pooling of forestn is unlikely to take plage, & possible
soving in meney could be mede by asking the Fire Service to it a water
tender to the Fochabers unit and Speywouth could then use it ae a) first
aid., It could be followed by ons of our iown lorries with a 600 galls.
tank and the Fire Servioe could use the Hathaway Pump with owr supoly
until their own unit started punping waters The Fochabers Fire Service
ean twm out seven mea imnside five wmigutes and seven wen with water and
hoses in the enrly atages of 2 fire ars usually sll that is peeded.

Other Protegsion
Bobbits killed 1,317
Brown hares killed 288
Wid+e hares dlled L

iynomatosis-is still prevalent but the disesse is not now so
viriles Clean rubbits cre founi amidst heavily disessed ones. Eabbits
are now selling at 1/8d per lb, which is an enooursgement to owners
to have them around,

-

No new diseases have been found in tress amd no identification of
the die back of S.P, brenches sent in = year ago has been received.

No grey sguirrels exist on the forest and Red squirrels are oaly
rarely seen. Jlo Jamage from Red squirrels has boen seen on trees.

ios desr have done some damege in group plantings in the @eer Park,
The pumber of deer will be comsiderably reduced this winter,

Fenoing

As & test of costs 6 chains of rabbit netting were erected aroung a |
group of plants in the Deer Park, The netting was double height %o
deal with Roe Ueer., The netting wes supported maialy by the standing
trees and was salvaged meterial frow old fences. Cost of erectioa
was 9/8 per chain,

New Fences = 875 ohse (stook fences pig netting and barb)
Upkeep 32 chse (atock)

Cost of fencing generally - Fig netting and bardb make a good
stock fence which can be erected cheaply. Out costs 20/8 per ch.
Effects of myxomatosis on feneing = Nil here, we have
fences of any conseguenoe,

Fellings and thinnings are up to date ani details are in the R,0,
forms. mm.-::wmm#&mm-m
only with scrub areas,

Aren felled 54 sores (scrub)  Area thinned 428 acse

i=chanical/
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Meenmnige] Bquipment
Bauipwent in uset=
MoCounsl sawbench Fordson Diesel tmgtor
Jo=Bu Junrs power sew Bedford 5 ton lormu
Allan autosoythe Fordson 10 owte van
2 lsthowuy purms Pordson Major trectar
2 Scamel pumpe (ewmergency use) Land Hover with Allaan Pusp
Irojan Diesel personnel trans-
portere

Meigtenance snd repairs are wostly dome by mobile mechanic.
Less=r jobs, when necessary, being done by local garuge. There ars no
PsCe ropair workshops in the vicinitys 4An outside rump with a fall-
avay %o the Foohabers Burn is usel as an inspection pit and wash-bed,
Hefuse retirns to the burn and the full use is made of daylight.
Hepairs are generzlly ssartly and efficiently done.

n p o a

The collsr and sheer-pin on the drawbars of Cuthbertson plough
is no longer neceesarys +hls idea gtartcd with wooden pins to save
the ploughs from being damaged and has mistsicenly bsen inoreased in
strength to iron ping along with the strengthening of the plough.
Mush time is wasted in punching out broken sheer pins in arder to
replace Lheme I have threaded a drewbar and sdded & besvy nut witha
locking split pin and tils unit has worked fur 4 moaths undamaged.
Freviously 1t was breafing up to 5 sheer pinsic one day.

The addition of a smell hook, wide enough to take a plough rope,

to the top of the druwber pin on & ploughing tractor, nhuw
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3o it very elficiantly.

Head Foreater.



