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HISTORY OF. KIRKHILL FOREST

COMMENTS BY STATE FORESTS CONSERVATOR

Choice of Species
Race of Douglas fir is adduced as the reason for coarse growth rather

than faulty choice of site. Conmservator (Bast) in his comments suggests
that lack of partial sheding and "normal" spacing are the causes of rough-
ness. Is there not some record of "swinging" in the earlier Douglas fir
plantings which, together with losses through vermin, weed-growth, etc.,
bas led to an unusual unevenness in the early years of the plantations?
Under such circumstances many of the trees that got away would be bound to

be rough.

General
It may be the case that Kirkhill now presents few silvicultural

problems of real difficulty, but the picture must have been different in
the 1920's. It may be fair to suggest that the difficulties of those who
did not have the advantages of tractor ploughing of moorland which started
on a small scale in Scotland in 1935 tend to be minimised by the advances
in technique and removal of difficulties in the past 10 to 15 years.

It is to be hoped that optimism about Sitka spruce on drier sites will
be justified; the solution of establishment problems is evident, but the
continuation of satisfactory growth and timber production on dry sites in

low rainfall areas is still to be proved.

A, Watt.

18th October, 1951.



COMMENTS BY STATE FORESTS OFFICER AND CONSERVATOR

Kirkhill is a forest of which we are not proud. It presents few
silvicultural problems of real difficulty, yet it has one of the worst
records in the Conservancy of beating-up and weeding. Since the lesson
of fencing is now well learned, Kirkhill inspires more philosophical than
silvicultural thoughts.

As at Forest of Deer which is in a similar climatic zone, Sitka spruce
is promising well on other than flush sites, and in spite of the low rain-
fall. Since Sitka stands exposure so well, and since we are now confident
of starting it wherever we can take the plough, it obviously is in spite of
the pessimist, one of our most useful trees. Once again too, Kirkhill shows
that the choice of race of Scots pine for exposed sites is of the greatest
importance and this subject is now receiving the attention it deserves at

seed collection and plant allocation times.

(sgd.) T. H. WOOLRIDGE,

State Forest Officer.

In spite of its unsatisfactory beating up record, Kirkhill will be a
reasonsbly good coniferous forest, when thinnings have had time to improve
the plantations. The forest shows some points of general interest, among
which are:-

(1) Scots pine of suitable strain can be used with success, particularly
where there is local shelter from the east (See Compartment 58 -
P.47 ete. ).

(2) In Kirkhill conditions, Douglas fir at normal spacing produces a very
rough crop. Its use is undesirable except where a measure of side

shade in youth can be provided.

(3) The mixtures of Pinus contorta/Norway spruce; Pinus contorta/Sitka

spruce; Scots pine/Norway spruce are particularly valuable for
demonstration of pinme/spruce mixtures at a fairly advanced stage
(Compartment 40 P.29).

(Sgd.) F. OLIVER,
Conservator.

4+10.51.



GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF THE FORKST

Situation
The forest got its name from the first acquisition which formed part
of Kirkhill Estate.
There are nov three main blocks in the forest,
(1) Kirkhill and Caskieben which lie on the north and south (¥irkhill only)
side of the main Aberdeen - Inverurie road seven miles from Aberdeen.

(2) Parkhill consisting of three separate blocks of woodland about 1} miles
from Parkhill Staticn on the iberdeen - 014 Machar road.

(3) Glascoego sections lying 1 to 1} miles from the village of Elackburm
about nine miles from Aberdeen.

A1l land acquired was either woodland or felled woodland except for
certain small farms and crofts most of which are now transferred to the
Department of Agriculture for Scotland for managemert.

Part of Rast Voodlands, a gift acquisition, was agricultural land vhich
has been largely afforested before being gifted, 6 acres is mow a nursery
while the remainder of the unplanted land is let anmually as graszing under
Porestry Commission management. Sast Voodlands House, which was inecluded
in the gift, is occupied by the Comservator.

An acquisition pending from Fintray Zstate will conneet the Kirkhill,
Caskieben and Zast Voodlands areas.

Ares and Utilisation
The land utilisation of the various acquisitions forming the forest

is shown in Table 1.
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TABLE II

(a) Plantations -

Acquired 51
Formed by Commission 1236.5 1287.5 acres

(b) In hand, awaiting planting -

Blanks after felling 112
Burnt Areas 1
Other land - 113 acres
(e) Hurseries 6.3 acres
(@) Agricultural .... tenancies 118,9
(De0. AL S.)
sses  tenancies Y Y 123.3 acres
(Fey)
() P.¥H 1  tenancy 3.7 acres
() B table a 2,2 acres
(g) Other land - houses, gardens etc. 4,8 acres
Total 1540.6 acres

The Caskieben acquisition was all let to graziers mainly as seasonal
grazgings. They have all been resumed and entry secured with one exception -
a rough grazing amounting to 33 acres on a year to year tenancy. This is
to be planted F.Y.52. Entry will be obtained at March, 195

All land in hand will be planted by 30.9% 52. The Fintray acquisition

of 92 acres will be planted in F,Y.53 if entry is obtained in time.

iogra

The main block consisting of Kirkhill and Caskieben rises from south-
east and north-east from 400 ft. in the east to 800 ft. at the summit of
Tyrebagger Hill, from which the following Forestry Commission forests can

be seen:-

and Corrennie



The ground is cut by shallow valleys rumning east and west. The slope is
gradual and the exposure mainly frem southeeast wnd south-west.

The Parkhill block lies between 200 i, and 350 ft. and is sainly fat,
‘and where there in a slope the exposure is southerly.

The Glascoego block lies between 250 ft, and 550 f%.,the parts at the
lower elevation are flat and sheltered. The higher parts have a modorate
slope giving a northerly to northe-ecasterly exposure.

Geology and Soils
The Kirkhill block is mainly gneiss at the higher clevation with granite

lover down, the soil is a brown sandy loam There is a peaty layer and
leaching on the higher ground.

The Parkhill section is mainly granite with some gneiss, The soils are
peaty overlying a shallow compacted leached sandy loem. On more level parts
the peat is 12 in. and 18 in, in depth.

The Glascoego section is mainly granite except for the flat low=lying
avea vhich is on a gravel terrace, The soil is a brown sandy loam, on the
low area there is leaching. '

Lsteorology
Rainfall - The average annual rainfall is arcund 30 in. Yalls of snow

ocour every winter but the snow does not lie long and planting is fregquently
possible at Kirkhill when not possible at Kenay, Pitfichle, Tilllefoure
and Corrennie some 9 « 15 miles to the west. '

ind
The prevailing wind is from the southewest. In hard springs the north-

east wind causes blasting.

Srost
Frost can be expected from September to March, Jevere spring and

early summer frosts ocour oceasiomally and have done some damage, especially
mtmmm.ﬁ;.uw,mmmwtnamtmutu
Kirkhill block.
Lrought

Lack of rain, socompanied by cast and northesast winds have caused
losses m newly planted trees., The longitudinal splitting of Sitka



spruce which was recorded at Kirkhill in the sumer of 1947 was said to be
‘due to drought and the permeable mature of the subsoil. 7The most recent
theories tie these to an abnormal lack of thickening of the cells in the

summer wood of the spruce.

Risks

fire
The fire risk is high. The main road from Aberdeen to the North passes

through the block. (ince steam waggons have become less common, the danger
from roadside fires has diminished, though in the early years, this was a
serious risk, The main risk to-day is from trippers from iberdeen and
neardy, The summit of Tyrebagger Hill known locally as "The Tappie” is a
popular view point and pienic place, Since the woods have growm up and we
have made good roads through them, we have arecated many very pleasant walks,
and while we have no doubt given pleasure and intorest to many, the risk
from the few careless is very real. Fhins sbound on the agricultural
WATELnE.

The above risks are met by an anmually freshemed trace on the north
side of the main road and by bulldoged traces on the lines of future extrao-
tion roads round "The Tappie.® ;

On account of the ubiquitous tripper at week-enda and on holidays,
patrolling is our chief safeguard,

Rabbits
The risk from rabbits was seriously underestimated in the carly days,

and establishment was attenpted without fencing, DPeating up has been a
major item, establishment slow and the resultant crop uneven in the worst
places, In 1935-36 and 1937, a considerable fencing programme was carried
out on the worst of the earlier planted areas. The scattered nature of the
forest, its long boundaries marching with agricultural land, make rabbits

& continuous nuisamce. Trapping etc. in the unfenced older arean is always
necessary in order to avoié complaints from farmers. ioat of our agricul-
tural neighbours are prone to complain but loath ¢o kill on their own ground
except when prices are good,

Hares

Hares are troublesome in the same way as rabbits, but to a lesser extent.



Deer

_ Roedeer are fairly numerous and have increased since the wartime
fellings in the surrounding district and with the increased cover offered
by our young woods. They are controlled by shooting, Damage so far has
not been serious and, if numbers can be controlled, these beautiful animals

are an amenity in a small forest so near to a large city.

Capercailzic
Capercailzie are present in small numbers and if they do not become too

numerous, their presence is not unwelcome.

Squirrels
It is recorded that the acquired woods showed considerable squirrel

damage. In recent years squirrel has been uncommon.

Voles
Damage from voles occurs on the heather/grass areas in early spring but
attacks are abortive and stop with the coming of the growth of other vegeta-

tion.

Jeevil
In spite of fairly large wartime fellings no undue damage took place on
replanting, Areas were planted four to five years after felling. Trapping

was necessary.

Pine Beetle
Now that the older acquired woods have mostly gone and thinnings are

being regularly carried out in the forest, the risk from Pine Shoot Beetle
is not important.

¢ _Sh t
Evetria resinalla is common on young Scots pine and particularly on
Pims contorts.

Fungi
Fomes annesus is recorded to have caused deaths in young trees of all

species but deaths from this cause are not now common. Larch canker is
present in every European larch stand though there are at least two stands

in P, 23 which are now in good shape and promise well.



Roads 3
Mmmntnz-‘.r.lﬂonuutmmmm The voads

made at that time were excellent but somewhat expenaive. Later, first-class
tonﬁmhmuﬁcﬁthmmtahmmamm These have
stood up well to traffio. The presence of these roads has considerably
inoreased the value of thimmings. Inthultor'am.tbmuf
1at and 20d thimings has been increased by not less than M. por cu. ft.
atanding,
Anmlnummmdumf.ﬁpmm.mﬂmmat
mhhhﬁmﬂrmmuudnm
h“ﬂﬂwﬂﬁllhemtdmtumsn

53 66 "
S 127 "
60 32 .
N 63 "
65 oy "
66 & .
67 19 .
68 -
Total Eg_ chains

The following table shovs the ultimate provision of roads.

Existing fstate R To be made Tetal Total Yoodlands and
and ¥, 0 Roads as at ¥, Yo 5268 Potential Yoodlands
84h chae 688 cha, 1532 1400 Aores

Labour
mmwofmthmM@mmmﬁmmm

toulymsmhlmlmnummmzomunm“mﬁmtm
mmttvnmlqmtinmmm Planting is nearly
‘tmmmmr.!.ssum-w«muowm-mu
mm'mmmqﬂ. Only twe forest workers live in Forestry
Conmission houses. Uptulrwryommwmmymm A
nitembmwmdtnnmw,manﬂefmthfm,m
it is proposed to erect six houses. These would attract s permanent squad
ormmmmwdumnﬁumhstm-mutm



‘of fire danger.

SILVICULIVRE

Seneral

The older plantations in the forest were planted befure pioughs vere
in gemeral use and little preparation was dome except drainsge and the cutting
of scrudb bireh. o fencing was done, and a glance at the Deating up recomds i
shovs that this was a serious mistake on such a small arva surrounded by
agricultural land., As stated earlier in these notes, big fenoing programmes
were carried out in F.Y.'s 35, 36 and 37.

In the planting of the more recent acquisitions, it vas possible to
plough only a small area = part of an old croft (50)s In Compartment 13
(P.48) the tough mat of Aira flexuosa was screefod with a mattook as a pre-
paratory measure and Sitka spruce notched in the middle of the sereef.
Growth of these plants has been exceptionally gzood.

In the F.51 area Compartment 46 and 47, & square of tough raw humus was
removed before notching Scots pine and Japancee larch imto the minerel soil.

It is felt that much of the land planted with Soots pine in tho sarly
days was notched into raw humua and grew 1ittle for many years. The removal
of this peaty layer, preferably by mechanical means, will make for quicker
establishment of pines., The tine plough and the disc plough would do the
job well, though the humble matteck, in the hands of a good man is not to be

despised.

Choice of Species
Appendix IIT shows the species in the forest by 10U year age classes.

“uropcan larch at 55 acres does not give a tyue ploture, the various
ltxtmao!‘mmh!&ﬂthsmpm, Japanese larch and Douglas fir
have all arisen from atteupts to get something growing vhere Suropean larch
has failed due to dle bLack or vermin, Fxvept in P.23 Compartments 17, 18
and 22, the development of larch has beem very poor. 7The meist bracken
covered slopes of Compartments 7, 12, 16 and pavt of 15a were origimally
planted with Suropean larch.

Canker is everywhere present and though recent thimmings have done much

to improve the gemeral appearance, they will mever be a decent crop, and the
amaner thev can be claared the better. On this area oxoellent 5itlka spruce



SILVICULTURE

General

Tlaolhrphnutiminmromtmpmudbefmpmmm
ugomrdwmdlttthmﬁwmmwmuﬂmm
of scrub birch. :iohmlncmm.nnﬂnglm.tthawhgwm:
shows that this was a serious mistake on such a small area surrounded by
agricultural land, As stated earlier in these motes, big fenoing programnes
were carried out in ¥.Y.'s 35, 36 and 37

Inthplmmutth-mnmtu@utm.hmmmoh
plough only a small area - part of an old croft (750). In Compartzent 13
(2.48) the tough mat of Aira flexuosa was screefod with a mattook as a pre-
mtmmmnmdsuhsmmmthaMearth“.
Growth of these plants has boen exceptionally gzood.

In the P, 51 area Compartment 46 and 47, & square of tough rav humus was
removed before notehing Scots pime and Japancse larch into the minersl soil.

ItnmttmmntmmwumMammme
dmmmwmummdwltuhmmm The removal
of this peaty layer, preferably by mechanical means, will make for quicker
establishment of pines. The tine plough and the disc plough would do the
job well, thmghthahnbluntmt,tnmmauwdmnmmu

despised.

Choice of Species
menﬂhm-hmth--pedutnthufwtbywyoumalum.

wlﬁ.tﬁﬁw-“utﬂvoaww.mvm
mixturss of Buropean larch with Scots pine, Japanese larch and Douglas fir
maxmm.wawptmmmmm
has failed Gue to dle back or vermin. Fxoept in F.23 Compartments 17, 18
and 22, the development of larch has beem very poor. “he moist Lracken
covered slopes of Compartments 7, 12, 16 and pext of 15a were origimlly
planted with Suropean larch.

Canker is everyvhere present and though recsnt thinmings have done much
tomthemdmom,thqﬁnwmhuﬁmtm.mm
sooner they can be clearsd the better, On this area oxesllent Silla spruce
or Norway spruce could have been grovi.



In spite of the low rainfall and the free natural drainage, Zitka spruce
has been the most successful species, so far. in the older plantations. It
is thought that this may be due to the fact that the forest lies in the
narrow coastal belt where exposure is severe. There have, of course, been
partial failures of Sitka spruce. The worst of these is in P, 25 Compart-
ment 35, where Sitka spruce was notched into a poor wet peat on a flat,
difficult to drain properly. Pinus contorts and Scots pine have been
introduced from time to time. It is interesting to note that at the south-
west end of Compartment 35 on such a site, the colour of the Sitka spruce is
good, and this season's growth averages around 8 in. In this part the
heather is 0ld and dying out and in a short time the canopy will have closed.
Other parts of this area need extensive draining, mounding and beating up
with Pinus contorta. In Compartment 27, P.24, Sitka spruce and to a lesser
extent Norway spruce have had a long ltruggia with frost but are now above
the frost level and growing well.

Japanese larch has been planted on a variety of situations and has
everywhere grown well. It is worth noting the difference in form between
the Japanese larchk in Compartment 10, P,22, planted osn: a fresh moist soil
suitable for Norway and Sitka spruce with those at the south-east corner of
Compartment 3, P.22, and with those, mixed with Scots pine on the east of
Compartment 21 (P.23), where the soil is dryer and less rich. Those in the
poorer site are not so big but have much straighter and cleaner stems,

Douglas fir are, on the whole, a rough lot but are producing timber
quickly. Choice of site is not criticised. They appear to be a coarse type
and early removal of "wolves" was neglected.

Scots pine had suffered badly in the carly days from rabbits and most
of the older plantations have not had a chance to develop properly. They
will improve with proper treatment and the passage of years.

In the O to 10 years class, 217 acres out of a total of G648 acres were
planted with Scots pine. Judging from the present appearance of those ir_a_
Compartment 8a, P.41, Compartment 53, P.46 (Scots pine and Buropean larch)
and Compartment 26, P.46 (Scots pine and Sitka spruce) the choice was a
happy one. It has been largely used in P.50 and 51 on the poorer heather

clad soils.



The earlier planting was done at the following spaecing: -

Supopean larch 5% ft.
Japanese larch 6 ft.
Scots pine bt f£t.
Norway spruce 5 ft.
Sitka spruce 5% ft.

In recent years the spacings have been those in normal use:-

Scots pine ft.
Japanese larch 5 ft. = ft.
Douglas fir ft.
Norway spruce ft.
Sitka spruce 5 f%.

The plants used in the first period P,22 - P29 came mainly from
Craibstone nursery which was close to the forest, The ages of plants used
were mainly 2 x 2 for all -p‘oeiesmptwmm-huhmmly
always planted as a 2 x 1.  Beech vhich was planted mainly in mixture at
normal spacing with Burcpean larch was planted as a 1 1_2 generally, It
would have been better to have planted them at closer spacing in small
groups. The survivale are mostly bushlike, Some improvement has been
wrought by pruning, Only one case of seedlings having been used has been
found. These were Sitka spruce 2 year seedlings planted in "Dr, Steven's
Etperha.nt'-cmrtmtm Pe2he The experiment was abandoned on account
of losses, probably due to rabbits.

Planting progressed as follows, as land became available.

P, 22 112 acres Pobl 11 acres
P, 23 00 * P.42 ™o *
P24 - Mo * Pu bl o "
P. 25 06 " Fob5 - S
P. 26 6 * o6 N *
P. 27 4 " Pols7 .
P, 28 80 ® P.48B w» "
P29 - S Po&9 - ”
Pe 30 S Pe 50 Wh "

4 7; P51 IA-G "

In P52 a planting programme of 113 acres will complete all land in
hand,

. There is no record of manuring havin;; been done in earlier years, but
in P, 51 on the exposed unfertile sites, 2 os, per plant of ground mineral
phosphate was applied,

Noplmmmumhﬂmnmtuwmrmmuofsms
of derelict grassland in P, 50, a wide shallow slice was turned out by

Solotrac and planted with Norway spruce. Crass re-invaded rapidly and at



hm-nmnuhm. %mwmmumb
land avea of 30 acres (P,52) with the disc plough and to plant it with Sitka

gpruce/Scots pine mixture. Heather has come in here and there since felling,
though it has been kept in check a little by bad drainage and graszing.

Zeating Up
This hae been a melancholy feature on Kirkhill, The following table

indicates the futility of attempting to plant trees without fencing where
rabbits asbound,

Plants used ‘

Es Yoar Area for Peating up Deriod
22 112 aeres 79 thous. Fo¥e 29 o bk
2, 160 . 156 " - FoYe 5 » u
2k w " 0o » : I 25 - u
25 W * ) Fo¥s 29 = 45
27 A * w Fo¥e 32 = 44
2 i g s " Te¥e 35 = 38

: ?T Tl 2

Yeeding

‘eeding was prolonged by reason of the extremely late beating upe In
recently planted areas - notsbly P46 and 747, broom and whins have cansed
costly weedings to date, but plamts, particularly Sitka spruoe are now above
the vhins, Douglss fir in P,A7 suffered somewhat, and it might have boen
better to have used Japanese larch there to kill out the whins more quickly,
The position was apgravated by beating up losses due to the abmormal winter
of 1946 = &7, Wosding of grass and bracken areas is normal.

on Alrs flesuoss aress, s big screef helps a lot, and one weeding late
in the sumer is sufficient.

Uixture of Speeiss .

Az has been noted earlier, the great variety of mixtures present in the
early planting have arisen largely thwough beating vp and are in no semse
silvioultural mixtures. There are three mixtures planted contemporanecusly
vhich are of considerable interest. In Compartment 40 729, there ave
stands of Pinus contorts/Sitka spruce, Zimus contorts/Norvay spruce and
Scots pine/llormay spruce., All appear to have been planted in a line about
mixture. In the Zimus gontorta/sitka spruce mixture, the Dimus conforts
have grown particularly well and have in places completely suppressed the
3itka soruce. It should be noted that both speciss were notohed into



back too long to be nbl:hter to compete with the Pimus contorta. In the
FPinus contorta/Norway spruce mixture the Horway spruce is more in evidence
than is the Sitka spruce in the Pinus gontorta/Sitka spruce mixture. This
may have been due to their being able to bear more shade than the Sitka
spruce and possibly to more accidental failurve of Pinus contorts.

0f the three stands there will be more spruces in the final erop in
Seots pine/lorway spruce mixture. The soil is less suited to Scots pine
than to P ta and it would seem that nature has done a thimning
there, that we might have done in the Pinus contorta some 10 years ago.

Where spruce have managed to get away, they are of good form and are
finely branched,

The lesson to be learned is surely that the spruce/pine mixture which
have been planted in reecent years will require to be carefully watched where
the nurse species is likely to get too far ahead. The difference in growth
is likely to be lesz pronounced on such ground vhere ploughing has been done.
The spruce will probably benefit more from it than the pine.

The 1:2 pine/Sitka spruce mixture which have been planted may not be
80 wrong as oné imagines to=day. The reference iz to wartime planting of
1 Scots pine 2 Sitka spruce where the pine have done well, but vhere the
Sitka spruce are not yet making mueh of ite

Bates of Crowth

Height Growth
The figures in Table I were obtained from the better Forestry

Commission planted areas.

Yolume
The particulars given in Table II wers obtained from 1/5th acre sample
plots, representing the better stands.

Zhinning
During the war years the forest was run by a skeleton squad and young

plantations wers somewhat neglected. The first major thinning programme on
Forestry Commission planted woods was carried out in F.Y.A7. An effort was
made in that year to go over all stands in the forest which were requiring
attention, In F.Y.48 a thinning plan was prepared. The forest was



divided into thyee anmal thizning eweas, This alloved for areas to be
t&mﬂmmtﬁoqmm

“Prier to Po%.50, the thimming was done by the forest squad and the
mmmummmm-mmm in
7, Y, 50 standing sales were started and contimwed in Fo¥. 51

mmmuMuﬂ&m The proxinity
of the forest to the bommaking mills in ibevdesn is an advantags, Tisber
mmmmmmumm'mmmmw
ing forests.

The following table shows the programe carrded cut in FeTed7 to F¥,51
and the propesed programe for F.,Y.52 Standing sales for 7Y, 50 ylolded
a net price of 834, per hyft. and for FY.51 = 1/2{d per hft,

Aos H£t. 0.B.  H.POB Ho £8: 00 By
1Y
1st %) - 15189
47 § 106 } 18152 1mse -
2nd eto. 22 W2 he m’
1st e §016)
L8 -] G062 6062
2nd ete &g Mg
- ist ui - 4264) op
2nd eto. X m;
ist 2% 2,7
L i 88 z em7 2290 6027
2nd etc. N 6070
I're &2 o
51 1st 57} 167 M§ 10045 78 1475
2nd etas 68 ulﬂ‘ S
= Lo
Troposals
Pre 87) 1710) :
52 lat ) 151 ; 12350 1710 10640
2nd ete. 64) 10640

The term "Pre-Thinning” is used for convenicnoe to desoribe cleanings
and the early rvemovel of "solves®, Ainy such operation ylelding less than
150 oueft. per acre is so named,
sxaphing _

smmummmm.m-mm-mm
braghed a suffisient muboer of tross to pemsit felling and extrastion to to



carried out without hindrance.

Ligh Fruning

A fair amount of high pruning was done on Douglas fir and Sitka spruce
in F, L 47 and 48 but was stopped in F, V.45, It will, in future, be done
only as a hard weather job and then only on Douglas fir and Scots pine,
About 300 tress per acre were selected and were pruned by boys using hand
saws and ladders.



Present:~- Sir Roy l. Robinson
¥p., 0. J, Sangar
HI'- R-G' FDrbea
Hr, D,V. Murray
My, U, MNcDonald

The Chalrman visited Kirkhill Forest on the afternoon of Monday, 17th
October, 1932, A 4O year old plantation of Scots pine with some laveh,
adjoining the main road, was first inspecteds The posaibility of using the
trees for telegraph poles was discussed and one pele vwhich had been felled
and peeled was examined, Owing to the bad state of the wood, chiefly owing
to squirrel damage in the past, it was decided mot to fell trees for tele-
graph poles now, as in so doing the wood would be opened out too much, but
to mark the trees which might be suitable for poles and to thin round these
gradually and remove the worst trees by degrees. The salected trees were to
be pruned up to a height of 20 or 22 ft, and about 100 - 150 trees to the
acre were to be so treated, Th,in procedure is to be carried out over an
area of 4, 5 or 6 acres., Later on the market for telegraph poles was to be
tried.

The 40 year old spruee and Douglas fir in the hollows were next inspecteé
and their excellent growth, some being 75 ft. high, was remarked upon. The
Chairmen pointed out that only a very light thinning was reguired in parts.
The sawmill was looked at in passing, Emerging from the w, the 7 22
plantation of Douglas fir was gone through. This had been beaten up rather
late with Sitka spruce and the Chairmsn remarked that he @id not consider
that the small spruces would stand a chance against the Douglas firs which
were already up to 5 ft. high,

Higher up the slope the Furopean larch were examined and in some places
the broom had suppressed the trees. The Chairman gave instruetions for the
broom to be cut back.

The 45 year old Scots pine and spruce higher up were passed through
and the difficulty of the extraction of thimnings and blown trees was

pointed out. The Chairman remarked that Scots pine did not appear to be



suitable trees for the position. The P.2h Scots pine on the top of the hill
were passed through, and the Chairman said that, judging by the older planta:
tions of Scots pine, he was afraid that the crop would not be very good.

Two acres of Sitka spruce (P.24) were then seen on the northern slopes.
These were originally planted by the experimental branch but there was a
heavy failure and owing to the amount of beating up the experimental branch
had dropped the experiment. The Chairman instructed Mr. Sangar to inquire
into the circumstances of the experiment.

Moving down the slope towards the main road, the P, 24 plantations of
Scots pine, Puropean larch and Sitka spruce were seen. The Scots pine on
the lower western slopes were seen to be doing well and the same applies to
the Sitka spruce although in some parts the Chairman said that more draining
was necessary. The larch were of only fair growth but were nearly complete
as a crops

(Signed) DOUGLAS MURRAY,
District Officer.
1%.10.32

The Sawmill was working badly. I understand this has been put right.
Lmtmgorthuninhboingndnmdthuwrkdubonstrmumul
a good output and return can be shown.

(signed) R. G. FORBES,
26'10.)2

M. Murray
Dr. H, M. Steven
Mr. A, it
¥r. Wm. McDonald

The following compartments were visited:-
20a & b, 248 &b, 232 & b, 16, 12, 7, 6a & D, 11, 152 & b,
Ub, 13, 34, 35 and 36 - P22, 23, 24, 30 and acquired
plantations.
The difficulty of keeping the rabbits down, owing partly to lack of
fencing and partly to the thickness of the plantations, was noted; Mr. Murrey
thought that where the whins were thick, lines should be cut in the whins to



in one of the acquired plantations (Compartment 13), Yz Hurrey thought
that more trees might have been prumed, but stated that it was betier to
have pruned too few than too many.

The small blocks comprising the Glascoego Acquisition wers seen and
their uselessness for purposes of eeonomical afforestation commsnted ons

The most important point raised at this unit was the necessity for
keeping the rabbits down,

(Signed) A ¥wATT,
Distriot Officer, "
11, 10, 35.

Pregent:- iy, A H, Gosling
Ve, Lo Ae Newbton
¥r, I, Gillespie
Mre Jo Laub.

The Assistant Commissioner and Divisional Officer visited Kirkhill
Forest on the afternoon of Monday, 5th Jarmary, 1942, The relative
positions of the various sections were briefly explained to the Assistant
Commissioner in the office, and a visit made to the P.0b acguired plantation
in Compartments 19b, 20b, etec., now undergoing a scoond thimning, On first
viewing the stand from the road, the Assistant Commissiomer was not too
favourably impressed but, after walking through it, he was quite hopeful
that a decent final erop would result. He thought that more of the malfommed
" stems could be taken now to cateh the present assured market and, to this
end, slightly abnommal breaks in the canopy would be justified.

The P.95, acquirsd plantation in Compartments 15, 14 and 15 was next
visiteé and drew favourable Mt from the Assistant Commissioner, vho
shared the Divisional Officer's surprise that the liome Grown Timber "roduc-
tion Department had not coveted this wood rather than the 504 plantation.
A nice belt of Douglas fir and Norway spruce in a deep ravime was much
admirsd, The Ascistent Commissioner thought that a further thimning would
soon be negcessary in this wood genorally.

}’.Rmthonmtemdlhmthﬂdabtmwmnmdls
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and the Assistant Commissioner was specially mtamt&& in

e s
which he thought was due for brashing and removal of wolf trees, He

considered this species required careful handling at this stage, to which
the Divisional Officer agreced, The Assistant Commissioner recommended a
prompt second thinning of the Japanese larch in Compartment 10 vhich has
closed in very rapidly.

A more dismal aspeot of the forest was seen in Compartments 2 and 3,
with special reference to poor Empnn larch in heather beat up with Scots
pine and later in part with Pinus contorta. The Assistant Commissioner
eom the choice of European larch on this site, )

The Assistant Commissioner drew attemtion to the slow growth buf good
form of the Japanese larch in the south east corner of Compartment 3 as
confirming the generally accepted truth that this tree attains its best form
on the poorer sites,

He was rather doubtful about the future of pure Scots pine stands in
the more exposed situations, ;

The Assistant Commissioner was informed that, despite a total of 78
acres felled by the Home Grown Timber Production Department there remained
about 70 acres of acquired plantations in the forest., [He was also inter-
ested to learn that the entire squad of four were ex Craibetone and proving
themselves useful and conscientious forest vorkers.

The Assistant Commissioner and Divisional Officer were agreed as to the
prime urgency of overtaking arrears of brashing and thimning of the older
Porestry Commission plantations.

(signed) I, GILLESPIS,
7o Lo b2,
No corment - Agting Divisional Offiger.

Actually Timber Production Department will probably ask for both P04
and P, 95 plantations during 1942, They have not expressed a preference for
P.Ok. If the situation demands it, I propose to let P.04L go and retain P9
but we should thin the latter, Other thinnings smst also be dane.

(Intd.) AJH.G.
18. 1,42



H, C., Beresford Peirse 1946 - 1947
F. Oliver 1947 continuing
Divisional Offiocers
Je F, Annand 1922 - 1932
R. G Forbes 1932 - 1933
H, M. Steven 1933 « 1938
F, Scott 1538 - 1939
L. A. Newton . 1939 - 1945
T, H. Veolridge 1949 continuing
District Officers
I. Clark )
J. %, Mackay ) 1221 - 1926
D. H, Bird ) _
Je Ko Leven 1926 - 1927
R. Cowall Smith 1527 - 1831
“A, Vatt : 1934 - 1938
T He Woolridge 1938 - 1939
I. Gillespie 1940 < 1947
Re Je G. Horme 19,7 - 1951
¥ P, French : 1951 c¢ontinuing
Forssters
A He Foreman 1922 - 1923
Js xmn Foreman : 1923 - 1925
J. M. Kemnedy (Poreman) 1925 - 1928
T. Allan do 1928 - 1929
% McDonald (Foremen) 1929 - 1938
dos Forester) 1938 - 1935
Je As Lamb (Fomiter; 1940 - 1944
We McDonald ( 4o, 1904 - 1949
G. Gilbert £ - ) 1949 centinuing
T~ Gt = 2



P E . S oY | 2 2L | % || 2t |otr |82 @2T|OYL |95 |1 |6 g6e | €6 sSTe30]
I 5 09 ©3 16
€ |€t|€ |ov|L |z |% ||t 66t| of | 1€ |66 € |wt|e€ § ofey 12
€ | st |zt | €1 oz 03 11
Ot |G| €8 |96 |91 [€T |2 | L12| 19 ot ¢ 0
sres)
o] prp gl eare] ae |de | A aYg)eee seRee])
sgo| opeg lepeg | oren| sotu | *1oe | *1%u | TP 0 | “T*R| ‘WS | oW | 1P [*1% [0 %% as |uw| oWy

16°0T°T 3° 9ot0eds SNOTIvA ouy JO SEveEDY

oo g

S ——







e

& R R | & R

+——-ﬁ——i
|
3 L ais |
4 —
el L s is 18
Selii® % fio






AR 5"5!}
|k
i gl gl gl i
w8y "

Ij%]iig gq t | 8 s | 2 | 3
1 ég 1|62 | 3
sf, ;ﬂ 21§ [§ A
jéi g g :



