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Hegdguarters Mechanical Developnent Committee
Report No. 72

The Vauxhell Viector Car

Origin A Wauxhall Wetor Oar wad supplied by the Mamifacturers
to be submitted to a trial under the conditiecns normally

applicable to Poreatry GCommdssion wehinles,

Deseription Sone detnils of the ecar az tested are as follows:-
Modal- == Super
Engine =l oylindsrs 1507 o.c, 0.V,
Wedght = 19% cwt, as tested (19 owh. on standard model),
Fears =+ S -Forward 1 Heverge.
Price oft the Victor Super sz tested = £751, 7. 0 Betail
I ineludineg Purchese. Taz,
Prige of the Standard Victor =&t 7. D-Retedl
including Purchage Tox.
The differenco between the Standord and the Auper Endel
(os tuatad] affects only equipment such as erm regts, twin

tone horns aond more chromium plate on the Jupar,

Ganditions Ihe' cor was Tun prinnifally on main and secondary roads
carrying driver and passenger. The total milesse run wos
1205 of which Half was on éhﬁrt Tuns Including 100 =iles in
London traffic and L0 miles on forost roads and rides, The
driving was shared between three drdvers, ' Premium grade fuel
was used expept for o brief attempt to run on commercial grade
which resulted in Ypinking”., The engine was fitted with a
high compresaion head for which the makers recommend preniun

prade,

Observations i It wae iomediately apparent that this car provides

o very comforteble ride with an excellent performance

anc geod road holdding for its priec clasa.
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.ﬂisihility to front and rear is outatandingly gaﬁﬁ
largely due to the wrap round windscreen and rear window.
The windeoreen involies & protrusion inte the access aspace
when the front deors sre open and there was some users
orlticiem on this pninﬁ. This is largels, however, &
motter of getting used to zomething hew., Ho real
inoonvenience iz caused and the field of view iz immenzely

improyed by the new scrocn,

Body spaoe ig good when coppared with other cars
in the seme price glass though' a driver over six feet
tall dees find o tendency to inadvertently opersnte the

direction indicator with his Loee,

The half ring hﬁrn:ﬂuntnat on the steering wheel
vas universally condemed oE & strange driver could not
always find 1t.wi¢huut Jnnkiﬁg down whent lock was actually
on the whesl, This.ia another cape of getting used to
it but in & large fleet where driverz may frequently

change from one meke to angther it may be dangerous.

The bormet does not open far enocugh to allow ensy

acoceas to the engine and awdliaries.

Sooe trouble wos experlenced with water finding Ita
way into the body and scoumulating in the parcels tray,

The point of entry was not detected.

No mechanicnl trouble arcse. during the trisl except
(a) After tHe fdrst 3 mlles it was found that the choke
dild not go right home oo the carburetior ﬁwing to
a defeet in the ocoble gontrol.  The chole was pushed
home by hand for the remnindeor of the trial,
(b)) After 332 miles of the test the tappet of the inlet
volve on lo. 3 cylinder slnoled fo; This had
presumshly been lsft loose durding valve adjuatment

before the cer-was delivered by the manufecturers

for test,
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e Fuel consumption falken corer the whols distonce
worked out. at 33,5 niles per-gallon, Bearing in mind
the changes of drivers and the oixed type of mmning,

a lot of it being local with mony steps and starts this

PG, fipure ds exceptionally good.

Talcng into acoount that the Veuxhall Victor is eszentially
an_ sconomy cer-in the low price category it is5 romarleabhly
confortable and gives an exoellent perfornance,  Fuel
consunption: ig. very low for & car of this size,

The critioisms that are offered are the result of iocking

for foults in whet is obviougly o very good oar,
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Confidential Addendun to H.0.M.D,C. Heport No.72
on the Vauxhell Victer Car

{Por circulstion within the Forestry Commlssien only)

ne of the nqunﬁs of testing wehiclesz is to compare their
performance with the eccisting estandard vehicles of the same claszs in

the Commission's fleet, TIn the ocase of tha Vewxhsll Vietor there ig

no strictly comparable yehicle since the Viector is larger than the

Ford Anglis which is, at present, the standard 14ght car. It ia

interesting, however, to note the following Figures;-

1. Coat of the Ford Anglin (Retail) is £571 7. 04 inc. tax,

ir Ir

a Fuel oonsusption of
{present averarsc in

Fuel consumpticn of

Vauxhsall Vietor N e H T O IL
the Ford dnglia = 3.7 m.p.E.
the F.C. fleet)

the Vauxhall Wictor = 33,5 MePa s

3.  Wedght of the Ford iAnglia = 15 owh.

Weight of the Vauxhall Vietor = 19 owt.

Comment

Whilst there is a retail price difference of £177 in faveur

of the Ford, fuel cohsumption figures are in favour of the

Verpchell,

Comfort and space are certainly better on the Veuxhall being

the larper car,
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